76
Ehristian Nfessenger,

HALIFAX, N. 8, MARCH 5, 1873,

THE TEACHER.
BIBLE LESS(-;NS FOR 18~3

Sunpay, March Och, 1873,

Trial of Abraham’s Fuaith.—Gen. . xxii.
7-14.

GowLpen Texr.—** Aud Abraham raid,
My son, G d will provide biwself & lambh
for a burnt uffering : & they went both of
thew togettier. Gen. xxii. 8.

CoMmit 10 MEMORY — Verses 10-14,

e e

SuMMARY — We save that which for
Christ’s suke we luse.

——————

ANALYSIS.—1. The conversation. ve - 8
8. 11 The preparation. va 9 10. 111
The prohiation. ws. 11, 12 1V, The
subtatute, ve. 13. V. Yhe memorial. ws,
14.

Exrosirion — Preliminary — Abraham's
fauth was ** counted % i for righteous-
nese.”” Eecause of his faith bLie Wak ac-
ccpted, aud became the futher ** of them
that believe.” This faith had been often

shown in his previous histury, though on

two vecasions it seems to have filed miser. |

ably. Ch. xx 2; xii. 13  Butis had wlso
been often rewarded, Ja crowning rewsd
was in' the birth ol lsaac, the chuld of bis
old wge, and of prowmise, bure when hope
bad faled, and the father wnd wmother had
Sccepted the son of the bomd-woman ae the
real heir. lstmacl and his mother wore
sent uway, and leane, now & lud of scver.]
Jeare, was the light of the houso. Tlen
“Gud did tewpt Abrabaw,” verse 1, or
rather, try, test, prove him: snd bLis laith,
We wust, with Seripture, muke a wide
distiuetion between such Wsting wnd the
enticew.ents to sin which Cubrtitute tewp.
ativus how the wicked, There are res.
sous why a wan cught o be tested. It is
often for his owun growth in grace, and
often for the guod ot others. Our lessun
Opeus in the widst of the most territle tial
that could poesibly btefull Abrabam. He
Was comwunded to offer Isanc as & burnt
offering vu oue of the hills 1o the laud of
Morab, the nawe at that time of the die-
trict within which Jerusalem was after.
ward built, Modiah becuwe the name of
one uf the elevations within the city, the
bill or wount on which the tewple wus
built, aud doubtiess the very une to which
Abrabam wede his way  Abrabaiu pe-
ceived the wessage in Be rsheba, and 1row
Beerslieba to - this pluce the diswnce was
about forty-five miles. * If they proceeded
filte:n wiles on the first hroken day, twenty

on the secund, and ten on the thind, Nu-y [ thou learest God,
| withheld

would come in sight of the place early on
the third day."— Murphy. vs, 4. Qu that
morn ng Abralam left his tw, servanls
With the nes at a distance om the desiy-
Dated Lill, bidding thewm await his return,

verse 5, laid on lsaae the wo d of the olle:- !
ing, tuwk the fire and a kuife-in his gwp |

baud, and started. At this point vur lessu
opens.

Verse 7.—We have Lere the nawme Aéra.
Aam, i.e., lather of wultitude,  ln our

leseun two wecks 8g0, we hud Ahraw, ie , |

fatber of ultitude. On the chunge see
chupter xvii. 5. The nuwe lowae weans
lauguing, and the reason why it wus given
to the child will be found iy chapters xvii,
17 19 ; aviii. 12; xxi. 6. Nuwes were in
thore  times wore signiticant than now.
Now we take up the narrative. The twy

were waking their way alune, toward the |

removte mountuio. Toe lad js all ubeun-
scious of the lather's purpose, all igmoraus
of the death to which Le hwg been devoted,
The futher bas nothing but-lowe, in his
heart, though resulved va the terrible devd

of bluod, What a contrust hetween the |

two. Unsuspicious innuce nee, hervie eun.
secrutiva,  The buy speaks first, naturally,
800 deep fecling, too sulewn thought, in
the lather to admit of tpeech. Men do not
wuch ivcline w talk when tiny feel on
them the weight of Gud's wighty Land.
Tsaue spake o Abrabam his father. The
writer is plainly touched with the lender
sod sulemn event which |e narrates, [
was son aod father, and that luther was
Abratinw, ¢ Abrabam his father.” And
oaid, my futher. Oaly u father who Lina
beem called, or has thought himself called
o give up his sun in death, cun even faiut-
ly cunceive the «feet of thige wurde o
Abralww's loving beari. Cummon, very
Owmon words, s often beard, wnd yet
such strunge, mysterious power given them
Sometimes, by the time aud circumstances
ol their \ bwrunce. 80 lere, Aod  [tAs
Jather] said ; here am 1, wy son. bBeuf
apawer, but thuse worde, ** My sgu!

they mo;m now 80 much as they fall trom
his lips  Behold the fire and the ‘woud ;

Not & word had been ssid 10 the boy, but
Bow his euriosity is awakeoed. He had
Scen hie father offer sacrifice, but there
was alwaye at hand the victim. Now he
tees none. What duee this mean ?  Every.
thing furiished tut *‘the lamb” Thus
he comen at once to the point, and asks
the one question which of il questions was
wost fitted to try faith an. break down re
solution, We oun bare so much mor: wle
N nothing is said of our sorrow. A word
&8 to one’s trouble aiten qQuite unnerves hiwm,

Vers: 8.—“ My sm.” Tendernces in
the wuids. Love rules. No stern insen.
sibility.  lere lay the trial, in this very
depth of tendernces, this yenraivg, cling.
ing, absorhing sfivction. God will pro.
vide himself a lamb for a bur nt-offering.”
Abraham rcougnized lenace as Gud's, and
this call ot God for leaac's surrender he
regarded (as iuvolving the choice of his
on in place of the wonted lawb. John
xi, 50.  How baturully did Abraham rhape
his answer to the searching question of his
duling.  Gods will that dewanded the
sacriice, that was his Justification, his
satizfaction, his comfort 1n waking the
sacnifice. So they weat both of them to.
gether. No other woird of that lone,
rolewn journey is recorded. Perbags not

wnother word was spoken.

}' Verse 10.— liow vivid the picture! How
it etalls the bluod to look on it! What a
horror !
Cemn ? But if we do not ocvtidemn, shall
We upprove of the offering of huwun vie.
tims ?  Let ue rather upprove of ubedicnee

‘ to Gud, whatever he wills:

l' Verse 11, «—The angel of the Lord ealled
| 0wt ol Leaven. A round was heard hy
| Abralsm, a voice utiering the words.
| What comtort 18" here, n Abrahinm's
| terrilile extrewity, when he seemed to be
ahaudoned und bereft of the light of his
| life, evem then, and especially thien, the
Angel of the cuvenant wus regardiog bim
With « divine love and cure. Olen God
IS Dearest us when he seews to be most
rewote,

Verse 12— And he taid,” with divine
Mutiority, Lay wot thy hand, ete. .o
form revoking the command given iu verse
|2  But we wust lewenber that Ahraham
| bad an speri wlready exceuted that cow.
- waad, aud hence hud no need w0 do mure.
- Ueb, xi, 17.19

|

le wos not the death of lsane, but Lis s

| Tender by his father, that was wanted, lje |

' had; 1, the sweet lnward cunscliusness ul

!lmvmg been true 0 his Muker : Z, the

'
| direct, express wicnees : Nuw | kuow that

secing thou hast hut
thy sun, thine only son, frowm
we; 3. The second kit ol Lis darling,
| bie virtual tesurrection, and s & new and

|

Wwost wanil st pledge and wken ol God's |

teo ptunce of that son us his chusen une,
and the object ol Lis loye. How wuch
ctiength was in these waye ndded to the
petriwreh’s truet,  I'he gladdest woments
Lot Iife are Just sueh Mowents as this, at

|
|
!
i
|

but where is the lamb for a burnt offering ?

vally to“slay his son? Was the purpose
right? How, and why ?

Va 11, What voice was heard ?

Vs 12 Wasthisa rcbuke of Abraham ?
Was it a disapproval of the comwand in
verse 27 .

Ve 13. What is me:nt by * im the
stend “ ?

Ve. 14. In what
type of Christ ?

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher,
Scripture Catechism, 104,

SUuNpAY. March 16¢h.~ Jacob and Esau.
Gen. xxvii. 30-40.

* Aouths’ Department,

T ——————————— -

respect was [saac a’»‘

HOW DBESSIE LONGLEY GOT A

-

James Longley was a mechanio, Owing
to his skill an a workman, he receivea
bigher wages than some who worked for
the same employor.

le bad & wile and fuur children, the
cldest of whom was Bessie, a lass of
twelve years, The cottage in which he
resided was owned by his employer, who
had built after the same mudel enough to
wecommodate all of his workmen who bad
lamilies, ,

Thomas Kingsly lived next door to Mr,
Longley. Ile¢ had a cow, and furnished
milk to Mr, Longley's tamily, and sowe
uthers,

Oue evening, as Bemsie Longley sat by

Shall we, ne w0 wany do, cons

Gud cares for the heart, :
the spirit, wotives, Frinciple ol our wetions, |

the window and looked over into Mr,
Kingsley s yard, she spoke to her father,
who was smoking his pipe, aud said, Py,
Why can't we have & cow, ue well as Mr,
Kingsley's tolks ?

* What do you want a cow fir ¥

* Because then we cvuld have all the
wilk we want.’

* Don't you have milk enough now

* Sumetimes, bat not always.'

* Why not, Puse ¥

“ Becuuse Mis Kingsley can't always
*Pare us much as ma would like. Why
104 Eyou get a cow, pa
‘I cun's affird ic. | could -not get
money enough together to buy one. A
Cuw costs quite & sum, Thea | should
hive to hire her pisture, and buy hay to
feed her on in the winter. | should also
have to hire some buy o drive her to the
pustare and back. Syl don't think I eould
wliord ic !

* I cuuld drive the c)w, pa.’ _

* Well, Puss, [ canaot wiford it, and that
ia the end of i,

Now that Bessie had Bot her heart set
va laving a ciw, she did not mean that
this should be ¢ the end of is.’

Juwes Longley felt that he could not
atfad i, His expenditures were so large
that it was 1l he could uo to bring up e
the end of the year without being in debt,

which we uow see the * father of the faith. |

}Jul.” Just wlea

The elouds we so much dread
Do bireak iu b‘t‘“ill&l vt out head.

Just as how

B hind & frowning providence :
there burs.s tull on the view the ** smiling
face :

Verse 13 —The litcral fulilment of the
unconscivus prophecy in verse' 8, [low
Came this lamh o be there 2 W s there a
miracle 7 ln what consisted the wirnele ?
These are mere Questions of nutural curi.
ority, meding no answer. In the stead
[¢. e, pluce] of his son. I¢ Was not 10 he
thus when tie eternul Father -mude the
offering of hie son Jesus Christ N,
duwb animal ciuld die in his stend. Gud
did not ») are him, hut freely yave him up.
He endured the last pang, and died on the
roes. By his 5un'p~ we are healed.”
It was Chust ** jn the stead” of the sinner

Verse 14.—Precious in the wewory of
the suints of uid were the plices w' ere
they bud wmet the gracious Lord. They

raired memarials of stome, or gave to the

places wawes of perpetual remeinbirunce,
~‘—‘

Qursrions, —Give the story of Abra
baw frow the time of the oot Jeesun.
What cunmnnd was Riven biw? vs 2
Where wus Moriah?  How long was Atrg.
han's journey ? va, 4

Vu.‘; What part of the Journey did
the futher abd son muke by theweelves ?
o8 What questin did lease wk?
What led biw to wek this? ve 0. i

Vo 8 The tuther's wnswer? Did he
know how the trial was W eond ?

Va. 9 Du you suppse that leaac con-
sented 4 be thus ulivred ?

Vo 10. Was it Abrabiam's PuTpuse uet-

The next Wworning, alter hep la.her bud
8100 t his wurk, . Bessio was washing the
breaklast  dishes, while her wother wus
Dureing the baby.” She turned W  her
wother und said, * Are we puur ¥

* No, wy ehild, Weare noe rich, nor
are we pour., Why?*

* | huve been thinking how nice it would
be to huve a cow, but P suys he can't ai-
lord it, M, Kin.sley has o cow, and |
dun't belicve he is any richer than we are.
He don 't go down 10 the lvern cvenings,
“S pa does. Don't K& speud mongy
there ¥

‘ Yes, | suppose he does, some, [le gets
very tired at his work, and goes down w
have a good chas. He drioke sometimes,
but he don't get drunk.

" Dou’t you suppose he could save enough
Wbuy u cuw, it he would only try v

' Perbups so. 1 don't know.’

A lew days after this, & gentleman vis.
ited the distriot school of which Bessic
Whe & wmewbher, and addreseed e children
o the subject of temperance.

Aller a lew remurks, he said he would
like W have vne of the seholars go to the
blavkbourd, The teacher requesicd Bessio
W ko, The gentloman then sdid, If o
Wan drinks threo glasses of liquor per day
W o conte each, how wuoh dues he spund
o day ¥ :

* Bersio  apewerud prowptly, ¢ iLirey
eonts '

*How much is this per week ?'

' Two dullere and ten cents,’

‘ How wany weeks in a yoar !

*Filiy two.’

‘Filty-two times two dollare and tep
oonts, wre how wany dullure '

*One hundied and Aine dollars and
twenty cents '

‘ Right.  What does & g'od cow cowt,'

Bessio besitated. The Keatlemun said,
‘Any une miy anewer. ' .

Jiwwy Kingsley sung out, ‘ Our quw

Vey well. Deduct the fifty dollars
from the one hundred: and nine dollurs and
twenty cents, and how much have you
lefe P

* Fifty-nine dollars and twenty cents.

‘Right. How mucl does it cost to get
A Cow pastured through the sumwer 7

*Some said ten dollare, wowe said
twelve, and one boy said his father paid
filtcen, .

*Well @l i fiftcen ; and this taken
from filty-nive dollars twenty cents leaves
how much ¢*

* Forty-four dollars and twenty cents. '
‘Right.  We will Suppose hay ¢.sts
twenty dollars & ten, whieh is more than
the average price, and the forty-four dol.
lare wi l buy wore than IWO tons of hay,
These twa tors, with the slops from the
house, and a little meal, will keep the cow
through the winter,’

After telling Bessie to be seated, he con.-

[ timued : —

" Xou can readily pereeive, my young
friecnds; that if & wun only drivks thice
Rlasses per duy at ten cents a gluss, he
drinke up every year a eow and all the
grass and all the hay mecwsary to keep
her. Is he any better for t? Ar many
a8 think he i« bencfitted by drinking up
the cow muy rawe theis hands,’

It s not hesesrary to rehicarse all that
was said. It produced an impression on -
the schoul, and expecially on the mind of
Bessie Lungley,

*After tea Mr, Longley was smoking
his pipe, while Bessie wus busy with ner
Wwiting. He s'w that sle lovked umus.
ually grave, and suid, “ My child, what
wukes yiu a0 sober 9

‘moshinkiog.

‘Alout what?

‘About what o gentlemau said_ in the
school to-da, Ay

* What was it "

She went and got her slate, and thowed
him the figures Jurt us she had copied
thew from she bluckboard, and ghen wid
him all the gentleman had euid, 80 far as
she 0ld remewber it

He listened attentively, The subject
wus placed before bim in & new light, —he
saw that he was *pending for drink whioh
did him no good, enough to buy hiw a
good cuw, and envugh in addition to pry
fur her kecping, le suid nuthing w
Bessie, but turyed to his wile, aond said
* Unn you get the baly to sleep and Jeuve
him with Bessie, andg K9 With we and-eul
v our mcighbor Kingsley 7*

She suid * Yes,' and they were soon in
the house of their Beighbor. - Mrs. Lung.
ley wus glad of the chunce w eal, und
especially so thue her hushund wus ready
W wecowpany her, instend of Buing tu the
pubie house.,

After w few remarks ahout the weather.
Mr. K ngsley suid, ¢ My Jiwmic ¢.me Lowe
W oight und wid what o geutlewnn sad in
the seuoul to.duy. |y preased bin very
much W thisk of drinking a cow, aud
said, * No wman could sWallow & cow.! NS¢
[ explainea it w biw. D Bessic s4y any-
thing abous it

* Yos she had the figures all down on
her slute, und I was surpised. | see how
lsw wyeell drinkiig up a o.w | have
pretty wuch concludid L) quis tavern-hunt.
ing, und buy we oW, and arink the
wilk, iusiead of drivking wore liquur than
the cow aud her keepiog would cose,’

‘1L nw gind w hear you say 8.’

* Where can | get a cow 2’

* Furmer Robiuson told we the other day
thut Le hud & new mich cow. The hay
Crop is 80 light be will sell cheap,'

*Can you go up with we tu-morrow
evening and look ut her P

‘Yoo,

* Please nut to meution it; | mean totake
wy Beseio by surprise.’ ,

*They went at the time appuinted, The
cow wus boughs. Mr, Kingsley “said ne
wuuld be surety fur My, Longley.

On the wuy home M Lomgley slopped
8t the sture und got large curd and o
piece of blue ribbun, He wrote some!hing
Ul the card, and fastened it on the hora
by the ribbon,  Bessi.'s mther hud sent
her on an errand, so that she was not at
howe when the cow came. On her return
she liwked out in the yard, aod saw the
cow stunding vus in the yard chewing her
cud.  Her first thought was that some stray
cow had got into the yrrd, but she saw a
card on ber horo, and went und looked as
it. She fuund on the eard,

BESSIE'S LONGLEY'S Cow
A NEW YEAR'S PRESENT FRUM MR FATHER,

T A r———
* Will yer honor take a eab " said o
London ¢ihman o o Rentlemun. No,

thank you, | am able walk,” said the
Kottlemnn  Muy yor lung he able, bus

cous Bity dullars.’

scldowm willin'!" wus the wilty rply.

A DOG STORY.

BY FALCONBRIDGE.

Rover had become attached in some un-
accountable way to the fire-company of an
eastern city, and good service he did too,
Always on hand, his deep bay leading the
men, he had wany narrow escapes, but
otill remuined unhurt, with the exception

of & deep scar acroms the breast made by w

fulling beam,
bull-dog,
was perhaps & hunidred pounds. -He had
close, blnck,shiny hair, wassive chest, and
luminous black eyes.

It was the night of the great fire en C,
etreet, when the stat ly houses, palaces
you mizht call them, were swept off in a
moment.  The owner of one of thew as it
afterward appeared had once belriended
Rover in his ruppybood, and the kindness
had never heen forgotten. The firat blook
was past hope, when Rover agd company
reached it, and an adjoining one ow med hy
his early friend was about to fullow, The
alwost superhuman offorts of the firemen
were useless, the inwates hud Just time to
reach the sidewalk with their most yaly.
uble chattlcs, when the °ry went through
the crowd ¢ a child in the building " A
d.z:n firemen fprang to ¢ e rescue like the
brave men they were but a braver one had
preceded them ut the instant of the ery,
Unperecived in the excj ewent, Rover had
sprung into the burning building,
had progressed witt, such alarining rapid-
ity, that the firemen were driven hack from
the threshold : but what of thedig? His
absence had but Just heen toticed, when o
shout went up a8 he appearcd with the
¢mld in hi« mouth Just ws it Ly wrapped
in its cradle, Sleepy and surprised, bug
unharmed, it way Fluced at’ Lis father's
feet,

But Rover had done Lis )ast work, his
back was fmtfully scorched, one leg being
llmp and useless, his mouth foaming as
his red tongue lulled out from it, He
¢ould not muve ; a wuch Wus angony for
him, A spasm went vver his heuvy trame,
le lifted up his. heud aud gave n groan
almost huwan, ‘I'he eye®, eloguent in
their dying light, grow fixed and sturing,
another shiver, and Rover was dead.

It wus only a d.g, and yet with un-
covered head, wnd eyes blinded with fast.
Coming tears, the men had watched him
die.  In the City cemetery is u marble
slab, often visited by & yeung girl, which
bears this Inscription,

‘In mewory of Rover,
He died fur we.’

~— Interior.

He was g Newtoundland

HUMILITY,

The violet bows s lowly head .
Aod bends 1w phane lurw,

While uvertiead high towerii g oaks, .
Dety the ewbatiicd storw.

The tempert o'er, while shuttered onks
Their desola tions woura,

The violot | 1ts ju siiling luce,
Without & pewl wry, !

T ———

CONFESSING 11 RIST BEFORR
MEN,

{n openly uniting with the Lrd's peo-
ple, ohe avows nothing us t his own char
uoter, exceps u purpwe. What he chicfly
declures is the recognition of god abive
wod beyond himselfl, [le recogmize~ Gud's
Iaw as binding on him, He recagniges the
Heavenly Father, as a tender and loving
parent,—always his futher, now owied by
him before men us his father,
nises Christ as the Mster and Saviour of
wen, worthy to be wholly trusted and fol.

| lowed. “He dues not proless religion,"

A8 8.me superiority which he has £t in
bimself. He makes no more profcssion ae
0 hiwsell shan & onilg makes in usking
to Join an infant ol ss. Whut he ohicly
doss, is to ackn wledge God as his Master,
sod  Father, and Saviour. 8o far from
sotbing forth his owa merit ns commend.
ahle, he declires that for whatever meris
he has, God, and 0ot himesell, is w be
praised,
* The prayers of a little girl at a camp
meeting were the ocossion of my hej
awakened and léd to Christ. With uther
thoughtless Joung wen I was walking up
and down the grounds during the progress
of a-prayer meeting. Awong those kneel-
ing was & mother, and by her side her
little daughter, who stund with eyes up
lified and hands clasped, and with un ex.
pression of alwost angelio aweetness suid,
* O Lord, bless my dear mosher, " These
oix whort words entere | Wy heart and tears
Pg %0 my eyes, I could nit rost till [
z’l'-)ult prayed. O Lord, bloss me
~ Bishop Ames,

comp ctly made, His. weight ~
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