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¢ orrespondence, 
For the Christian Messenger. 

THE PILLOW OF REST. 

The following lines were suggested by 

seeing & very aged man rolling his head 

from side to side on his pillow in great 

agony. The writer's ohject is to induce 

the render to make the Redeemer'’s saving 

love a resting place for time and eternity. 

KR. Cray. 

What is that boon, the wide world o'er ; 
Such never (niling comtort yields; 

And southes sad bosoms, aching ore, 
Brings balmy sleep, to u.eet their needs? 

Go with me to that joyous room ; 
See, where the tmbe finds sweetest rest 

When tun and playthings, tire 8o svon 
Tue tiny oue, seeks mother's breast, 

What pillow, can be half so soft 
Aud soothing, as this tender place, 

Where sleeps in innocence #0 olt, 
That darling child's angelic face? 

Here, freedom from life's racking cares ; 
(Who doee not cuvy such a calm 7) 

Sleep on ; thy mother's tear-washed prayers 
Euciicie thee, Irom cvery harm, 

Oh! could it be that mortals lound 
No harder pillow, colder fate; 

Ne'er would be seen stretched on the ground 
A drunkard’s child, in hapless state, 

‘Of pining, shivering. from the cold, 
Iu rags he lay, that helpless boy ; 

Where are the urs that ehould enfold, 
This cheerless one, in parends juy ? 

Oh ! sad to tell, the drinker's den, 
He Lawls, nud revels, day and night ; 

Where fievds—1 cannot cali them wen— 
Destroy their health, their senses blight. 

| Leaving his dear ones all forlorn, 
In ulject misery and woe; 

To tear with heurts, by anguish torn 

Due poverty, that cruel foe. 

Say father, can’st thou bear that ecene, 
Thy buy nu warmer bed than snow 

No ¢l thes, no five, in winter keen ? 
He finds thas pillow cold and low, 

Warm was his pillov once and dear, 
When neetling near his mother’s heart, 

Alun! she's gone, there's none to cheer, 
None w pertorm her gentle part. 

At length, this drunkard’s race is run ; 
With hiawe culechled, runk in crime, 

On bed ol suuw, now sets his sun 

Bud pillow this, the lust in time. 

All earthly comforts far removed, 
Reworre und pain, now rack his mind ; 

Yen, to bis batter cost he's proved, 

None but the good true comlort find. 

Where has that bride, her pillow found. 
When bright hopes tinge her youthful 

chek ? 

In rapture biere'd their hearts respond 
No other Eden do they seck. 

Hier lover's aru is her delence ; 
Her sale pup port wid deareet guide ; 

Tell me Cun aught allure Ler thence, 
Wile nestling there, close by his side ? 

Pillows of rest, are precious things ; 
That morals prize through all their days; 

When evening beaiv ful slumber briugs 

As well ue when sffliction sluys. 

What finds a suflerer, when oppresseds 
To cure bis thed and sching lead ? 

"Tie only on this place of rose; 
Le finds reliel, when troubles fled, 

Another pillow, we way gaia ; 
Wich Leaven provides, tor sweet Tepuse, 

List, tw the wora! we way attain 
A veet by luith, from wll our woes. 

AFir found in pardon, peace and love, 
Rest, tor the soul un Christ alone ; 

Then 1 Ls mansion house nbove 
He'll giant u seat, cluee hy his throne, 

Oh! wae not that a hallowed spot ; 
Where John re dnd, with TN 

On Jesus! bossa, will he not [ed p? 

Give tw Lis own beloved sleep ? 

Here may we rest in life's lust hour, 
W Lyle earthly things all lade wway, 

Thus, lean on Christ's sustuinibg power, 
And soar with hum, w endless dy 

T ure. R. GC; 
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For the Chrisiiun Messenger, 

THE REVISIONOF THE ENGLISH 
SURIPTUREN 

AN Essay reap a7 vue Barris MiNisrTe- 
RIAL InsTiTuTE AY YakMouTH, 1871. 

[lo the spring of the year 1: 81-—above 
twenty yes ago—I wrote und published 

A ProrosaL vor 4 REVISION ON TSE AUTHO 

RISD KoGrisn Version oF THE SCRIPI URES, 

This was, in its leading leutures, striotly 

ORIGINAL, It wus propured while a broken 

leg kept me confined to my bed, and with 
out nou #8 even to wy owu library, 
Many regarded the proposed plan of 

combining the principal denominations of 
Protestant Chustimus in this work, we ut 

terly qmpructicacle, It alf.rde ne sineyre 
Sa 

pleasure, however, to know, that even in 

my life-time, measures have been adopted 

approximating to the course suggested by 

pie. This approcimation may bengpiced 

hereafter. 

As my views remain substantially un- 

changed, the substance of my former Essay 

muy be here introduced, with such vwmis- 

sivns-and udditions us appenr to we desira- 

ble ] 

Io many instances there are two pernic- 

ious extremes, betweeen which the “golden 

mean’ requires to be diligently sought. 

Such appears to me to be the case with 

reference to a Revision of the common 

English Version of the Bible. Many regard 

this Version in its present state as abs) 

lutely perfect, and deem every suggestion 
that any improvement in it is desirable, 

and even every deviation from it in making 
translations into other languages, as sacri- 

ligious. There are others who deprecate 

it, as being in many respects very faulty, 

and unworthy of public confidence, and 

insist un having a new Translation prepared, 
at all hazards, witheut delay. 

Between these w/tra views, an opinion 
is enterta ned by many prudent men, who 

are eapable of forming a correet judgment 

on the subject, and who are free from ¢x- 

citing influences, to this effect :— That this 

Version is guod ; but that it is susceptible 

of material improvement. 

I o near. 
The sacred Originals, as they came forth 

from the hands of the inspired jenmen, are 

incapable of improvement, but all transla. 

tions made hy fallible men, may be reason. 
ably expected to exhibit some indications 

of human Irailty, and require correction. 

My opportunities for acquiring information 

on this subject have been quite limited ; but 
an ardent attachment to biblical studics bas 

induce! me to improve, in some measure, 

such as have been placed with'n my reach, 

1 have perused the whole of the Old Testu- 
went in five different langunges, and the 

whole of the New in nite: [now Od Tes- 

tament in 7; Now in 10] And | have 

now in my possesion, besides other trane. 
lations of several parts, eloven versions of 
the former, und twenty of the latter ; all 
of which 1 have examined to a considerable 
extent. Some of these versions are, of 

courte, fur preferable to others ; hut each 

Las ite peculiar excellences, and none is 

iree from di fects Frow any one of these, 
wade by orthodos Protestants, a man a~- 

quainted with the langunge of the versicn, 

wiglt— according to wy judgment—under 

the influence of Divine teaching, easily learn 

the way to heaven, aud the path of duty 

lt does net, huwever, thence follow, that 

the diminution of the defects in any one of 

these versions would not be highly service- 

able. 

It may be regarded as an axiom, that 

improvement, wherover it can be made, is 

desiruble.  lmprovenent, however, way 
be efiveted under circumstances in which 

wore harm than good will result from it, 

[ will give an exnmple. The Pealody of 
Dr. Wate was long uscd extensively, and 

hy wany exclusively, in public worship. 
Lhough the words employed by this excel- 

lent poet were generally well chosen, yet 

there was oceasionully roum for improves 
went. Had the publishers of this Psalmody, 
hy mutual agreement, introduced wore 
appropriate terms where it could be done, 
the change might have been beneficial ; but 
where one publisher changed certain words, 

and another changed others, ete., the use 

ol copies thus diverse Irom cach other in the 
same eungregation, introduced confusion, 
It would huve Leen much better to retain 

the slight defyete of the original Work, as 

some prudent publishers did, and so to fur. 
nish sivgers with copies perfectly aecordant 
with each other: 

In this opinion 

It may be remarked, moreover, that when 
any form of human government, or any 
existing law, has actunily meeded reform, 
flupts bustily and injudiciously pat forth t, 

off: at euch reform, have frequently been at 
tended with deleteriows consequences, The 
prudest counse' of the town clerk of Ephe. 

sus, ** Ye ought io be quiet and to do nothing 

rashly, "is uf every extensive spplication. 

While the revision of the common English 
Translation of the Bible is, in my opin, 
highly desirable, iv is evidently 8” work of 
such vast mement, that it recuires to be 
undertaken “and sccomplished with much 
caution wud prudence. It it be not judis 
viously done, iv were better that it should not 
be atten pted. Every man who is capable 
of Sugg rting an improvement in the rans, 
lation of any paseages ol Boripture, bas an 
unduubied right tw do so. Nay, itis ver 
inly alivwable for individuals wo publish, 
tor private use, versions ol the whole Bible, 

or of paris of it, ks hus been dune hy Messre, 
Duddridge, Wesley, Peni, Muckuight, ete, 

ee ee A A A - - - 

Such versions if accompanied, as they 

are, with Notes assigning reasons for the 

changes wade, will furnish material assist. 

ance toward the effecting of a public revi. | 

sion. To me, however, itappears undesir- 
able that any individual, or any den mina- 

tion, should attempt to surpercede the 

public and general uee of the nuthorized 

Version, by the introduction of one profes. 
vedly improved lt one denomination may 
do so, certainly another many. In this way 

the time may soon ¢)me when pulpits will 

be furnished respectivelv with Baptist ver- 
sions and Pedobaptist versions Calvinwtic 

versions and Arminian versione, ‘Trini 

tarian versions and Unitarian versions, ete, 

As persons of several d. ffi rent denominations 
frequently live together in the same family, 

and occasionally attend cach other's places 
of worship, would mot the use of such 
different translations, both in public and 
private, produce scenes similar to that at 

Babel 7 Sach a state of things would evi. 
dently present u stumbling:-tlock in the way 
of sincere inquirers, und, ut the same time, 
put a powerful weapon into. the hands ol 
the encuies of the Bible and of Protextan- 

ist. It would also tend to interrupt the 
free and Irniendly intercourse of diff rent 

denominations ; snd would consequently 

present a burrier to the diffu ion wud pre- 
valence of truth, | see not how any con- 
vidernte person can doubt, that such would 

be the natural und wevitable result, 

It must neeessarily prove highly detri 
mental to the interests of any one denvwina- 
tion separately attempting to introduce 
such & revision for public use. 1 am free 

to scknowledge that the impresssion pro. 

duced oir wy wind by the intelligence hat 
the Unitariaus had published w!at they 
eall ** An Improved Version of the New 
Testament,” wire substantinlly these ;— 

This has been done to promote the extension 
of their own pecular views : but this very act 
furnishes strong presumptive proof that their 

cuuse 18 bad ; since it evinces their own 

conviction that their views cannot he sus. 

twined otherwise than by a Version v.ade 
by themselves. An inspection ef this pro 
fissedly ** lmproved Version cuntirmed 
these impressions. How dissimilar soever 
the casey way be in many respects, it can 
not be reasorably qestioned, that similar 
impressions would be wade vn the minds 
ol wthers hy the appearance of a new Eng 
lish Veision published by any one body 01 

Crier ws. In every inswnee in which 
such Version would apjear wore favourable 
than the common Trnslation to the views 
of the budy whence it should emanate, 

though the chunge were really an improve- 
ment, it would be raturnlly regarded as a 
secturian change, and instead of producing 

convietion, would tend tu strengthen preju- 
dice agamat the views thus expressod. 

| wm aware that, though the justness ol 
wy inference eannot be deuied, the relevancy 

of these considerations may be questioned 
by some, on the grouni of their alleged 
reference to the principle of ** expedicu. 
cy.” Ivis mot marvellous, though it is, in 

my opiniva, to be deeply regretted, that the 

excesses to whieh this principle has been 

curred hy rome percons, have driven others 

to the opposite extreme of glurying in their 
recklessness of consequences, provided they 

can be sutieficd that a thing is right in 
itself, All references to the fom likely 
to result from any measure, are, ‘through 
misapprehension, branded hy such persons 

with the odious nume of ** expedi ney," 
and regarded as time-serving and iniquitous. 
If, however, I have not g.ossly misunder- 

stood the pluin language of inspiration, it 

is the duty of a Cumgtian to iuquire atten. 

tively respecting any wmoensure proposed to 
him, not only whether ic is ** lawlul,"" and 
consequently right in itself, hut also whe: 
ther ot is ** exp divn.”" that de, adapted 

under existing eircumstances to be heueli- 

cial. (el Cor, x 23:20. Rom xiv 14 
20. xv. 1.2) When our Lord wes required 
by the collectors to-* pay tribute,” though 

He might have pleaded cxemption, as the 
Son ef God, yet he deol ned to do so, lest 

te ** should offend thew,” or cause them 

to stumble. (Matth xvii 24-27.) In accor: 

damce with this, ** He spuke the word to 

the people ** us they were alle to hear it." 

(Mark wv. 33. John xvi 12) Paul tol 

fuwed this example ; and took special cure 
not to frustrate his effin for the good “ut 
the people among whom he laboured by 
exoiping their prejudie ». (1 Cor iii 2 is, 
12, 18 24.) Nay, this inspired writer ex- 
pressly er joing om Christians, ** Give none 
otfenoe”— occasion of stumbling ~** neiiher 
to the Jews, nur to the Geotiles, nor to the 

church of God: coven” says lio ** as | plewre 
wll men 10 wll things, not seeking mine uwn 
profie, but the profit of many, that they 

way be saved.” Woh retorence to this 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
adds, ** Be ye followers ol me, even as | 

am of Christ” (1 Cor. x.32,33 vil) 

Though the inspired Apo tles would not 

permit the introduction of ¢ reumeision 

“among the converts emerging rom heathen- 

ism, yet they evidently deemed it expedient 

to avoid shocking the prejudiées of the Jews 

by prohibiting it among them . and judged 

it better to supersede the use of it hy shew- 

ing its in flcacy. (Acts xv: 28.29- xxi. 

20, 21. Rom. ii. 28,29.iv.9 11. Gal. v6) 

In a word, no fact can be more ‘évident, 

than that Paul circumcised Timothy merely 

as & matter of expediency, lest his usefulness 

among the Jews should be otherwise 

retarded (Acts xvi. 3.) 

The principle thus clearly established by 

unequivocal Scripture proof, is uvhviously 

applieable to the case under consideration. 

As no individunls, nor any one denomina- 

tion, can pretend that God has cornmanded 

them to muke a public revision of an estab- 

lished Translation of the Seri tures, which 

i* confessedly accurate enough to guide men 

to heaven, it must be morally wrong to 

attempt anything of the kind, if there are 

suflicicnt reasons for concluding that such 

“an attempt is likely to prove detrimental— 

even through the influence of existing pre- 

judices—to the interests of truth and 
godliness; and consequently to the best 

interests of mankind. 

(Conclusion next week.) 
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For the Christian Messenger. 

HOME MISSIONS AND TOME MIS. 
SIONARY OPERATIONS, 

I. 
Mr. Editor,— 

By way of introduction to what | pro- 
pose to state in advocacy of our present 

organization for conducting Howe Mission: 

ary vperations, I iuvite the attention ol 

the reader to the resulta as iecorded in the 
recorde of the Nuva Scotia Howe Missionary 
Suciety fur a few years past, 

Arguments based upon statistics carefully 
and correctly compiled, usually command 
great respect from considerate and trained 
winds. [i way be that Buckle estimated 
them too highly, t ut since the age uf mira- 
cles, in the commonly received acveptation 

of the phruse, has passed uwuy, stutistios 

constitute the sound basis of almost, il not 
quite all the opurations of this hile. The 
wen of the world group and argue from 

from wathematical or arithmetical data. 
| have not the reports of the earlier years 

of the Home Missionary vperations under 
my band as | write, but | can refer to thew 

fur the last five years, as extracted Irom 
page 30 of the Central Associations 

Minutes for 1872, and | apprehend they 
will be scanned with interest hy many who 
muy not have studied thew I Justa position : 

TABLE SHEWING PR GRISY DUKING THE PAM 
FIVE BANA 

poop | td 
Sei &1 21% | } 
FORTE © Ba 2 ER 
822% [EE [Pas | & 
$d 5 [888 8 

coat MOE] BK LGN Lg M8 
1868 13 | 174 Aly Iw 3 
1869 12 | 18% 634 147 | 1643 
1870 15 | 214 624 374 1870 
In71 4 | 26 16) 486 | 2110 

1872 | 18 |@52 | “ou 5:9 | 1906 

a Sra — cat — 

ig 13 
« -e - © @ 

§ 2 t8 
t [8% 38 | £3 
a = 2! 5 cx 

188 83 15.2 3520 $5 2 81 
1869 41 6477 1557 471 12 
1870 1 12016 9 §2 “6d 93 
171 73 1 10085 | B46 8:0 54 
IN7¢ 33 URL Ris 955 09 

Here is to be found a correctly compiled 
summary of the operations ol the Buciety 

sustinined by and in convection with the 

Central and Eastern Associations of Nova 
Sootia, 

In the lst column, that of Missionaries 

employed, within five years the incrense in 

round numbers has heen fifty per cent. 

In the 2nd column, the weeks of labor 

performed in 1872, vomjured with those of 
1BO8, and increase is forty four per cent 

The 3rd column, thut of sermons, shows 

the increase from 518 th 920 or suy seven. 
ly seven per cenl, 

Column five, ** Prayer and Qonference 
mectings *’ exhibits an inorease of dver two 
hundred per cent, 

Family visits increasing from 739 to 1900, 
are almost trebled. 

Buptiems,| regret to s1y have not preserved 
the ratio, and instead of inerensing show a 

decrease— for in 1868 the Baptisms were 
85, while in 1872 they were hut 33, In 
1868 however, the Sud year of the nbulwr 
compilation, it will he chservel, they had 
fallen off more than one hundred por cous 

course pursued by tiuws il, he 1onnedintely 

¥ 

while in the next year, 1870, they inor ased 

| them. - That 

them, with almust as much acouracy, ae 

i 
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abut, or nearly ore Aundred per cent. ever 

1869. 

Tract distribution increased very coun- 

eiderably as the table shows. 

The number of wiles travelled have more 

than doubled, and the amounts collected on 

the fi:ld have increased some sevenly per 

cent. This is a cheering feature. 
[ find, wi h regard to the number of bap- 

tisms reported™or these several years on a 

comparison with the statistics of the Cen- 

tral Association, the amount stands thus: 

Baptisms in Central Home Mission Society 
Association, Baptisms. 

1868 256 83 or sv one third. 
1889 247 1411 ss than oue six'h. 
1870 243 81 one third. 
1871 284 73 not quite one-fourth 
1874 196 33 or about vne--ixth, 

A corresponding decrease in the number 

of Baptisms has not taken place in*the 
Central Association as compared with the 

Howe Missionary field, it is true. But 
there was a great falling off nevertheless in 
numbers in the furmer, nearly one-third. 

But turning to the statistios of the 
Eastern Association for 1872, | regret to 

find that the baptisms for the year were 

but twenty-five, whilst in 1871 they were 
ninety six, or nearly lour times as wany, 
One is here reminded that * Paul may 

plant,and Apollos water, &¢ " But while no 

mere human agency can convert a soul, or 

fit & candidate for the ordinance of baptism, 

it is not the less the duty of the servants 
of the M sr Hicu, to labor diligently in 

His vineyard. 
The object of this letter is about accomp-> 

lished. It was to show by a bird's eye 

view of the statistics of the Society for the 
last few years that their officers have not 

heen slothtul, or recreint to the trust re- 
posed in them. That the friends of Howe 

Missions a, aided and sustained 
e number of Missionaries 

have increased, and their labors have been 
discharged so far as human agency can 
reach, with diligence and fidelity. 

In other words, that so far as the orga. 

nization of the Society is concerned, there 
has nothing transpired which ought to des- 
troy the contidenve of the denomination in 
ita agency, 0° dwmpen the energies of ite 
iriends, we regards its future suvovss. 

But referring to the operations of the 
Howe Missionary Society, and regarding 
them foam the foregoing stand point it 

must be borne in mind, that sowe of the 

present churches of Cpe Breton, not long 
ag’ were the centres uf Home Missionary 
labor, and that churches now organized, 
some of thew [ regret th ad I at present with 

out pastors, are under the blessing of God 
largely the results ol the society's operas 
tions, And so | trust the process way long 
cumtinue to be repeatcd. 

During this last summer a church was 
orgun sed at Fall River, Ualifax Co. in the 

centre uf u Home Missionary field, under 
the nuspicer of and as the result of Ilome 
Missionary labor, 

But upon this point I need not further 
enlarge. Oane ofl the duties of the Suoiety is 

to hreak the virgin soil where the prospects 
are lavourable, to enclose new fields. and 
plant and sow by all waters, hopefully 

trusting and believing toat in the future 
as in the past, they shall reap if they taint 
nol, P 

J. McCurry. 

Brunswick Place, 21st Feb 1573. 

Ba LL — 

For the Christian Messenger, 

ONTARIO CORRLBSPONDENCE., 

THE WEATHER. THE NEW UNIVERSITY ACT, 
THE PROVINCIAL UNIVERSITY LIB RALIZED, 
TUE ADVANTAGES T THE BAPTIST COLLEGE. 
DESECRATION OF THE SABBATH BY RAILWAY 
TRAFFIC, EARNEST REMUNSTRANUES, &O. 

We are rapidly appronching the clese of 
the severcet ter which has been expe- 

rienced in oy Outariv for many years, 

The snow hua euvered the ground continu. 
ally sinve the first fall of tho seamen, and 
the thermometer has once, if not ofwnoer, 
fallen to 2062, a print which has nog, 1 
believe, been reschod helore since 1839, 

Nor have the intease old and violent 
storms been rare events veeuring twioe or 
thrice in the winter. The ould has been 
unusunlly continuous and the storms uo 
usually frequent. The hopeful and the wise 
are predicting wo early Spring: reasoning 1 
presume from some law of 0 wpessat a or 
currelation, in the action of the natural 

lorees ounoerned, We trust the event may 

prove thim wise prophets, as well as wise 

philosophers. 

Qur local one-oh vmher Parlinment has 
been fur some w eka in session PF rhape 
the most important legislation of the Neston 
in that «ff odng vue Provincial University, 

lhe mew wet regulating the wanage mont 
ot thas ine Lvmiitucion, has many x wlleat 

pradsions. The onge ia tue mode of 
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