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TIIE TEACHER. 

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1873. 
— 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 

Sunpay, July 2004. 

The Baptism of Jesus — Matt, iii. 13-17; 
Mark i. 4 11; Luke iii. 22, 23. 

GurpeN  Texr.—** And there came a 

voice {fro beaven, saying, Thou art my 

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’ 

Mark i. 11. 

CouyniT 70 MEMORY : Verses 13 17. 

Summary —dJesus by his baptism. fore- 

teke ned his death, burial, and resurrection 

for us ;: we, by our baptism, profess our 

death. burial, and resurrection with him, 

and in him, 

Anarysis — I. Request and refusal we. | 

Jl Command and compliance 13, 14 comp 

11 The baptism vs. 10. 1V wv. 19. : 

The Spi w's descent, vs. 10. 

Father's voice. vs. 17. 

FxposiTiON ~— Verse 13.— Then. 

occurred the events of verses 1-12. 

was a few months the senior of Jesus, in: 

respect to both age and office, in both re- 

epects a * forerunner.” We nagtice that 

Christ did pot come until! John's preaching 

had attracted universal attention; made a 

profound impression, awakened intense 

curiosity. Even the spiritual authorities 

of the vation sent frqm its capital a dele 

gation, to learn whether John were Limeself 

the Mssinh. John I. 19-27 Multitude» 

hai been baptized. John bad thus far 

« prepared the way.” From Gatilee. In 

which province wag—Nagareth ? To 

Jordan John's preaching was ‘in 

the wilderness of Judea.” vs. 1. This, 

gays Dr Hackett, * lay along the east ro 

border of Judea, towards the Dead Sea. 

It was a desert in the oriental sense; i.e, 

fit for cultivation at intervals, thinly in- 

habited, vnd resorted to mainly as pasture, | 

ground It may bave included aleo the 

western shore of the Jordan, north of the | 

Dead'S a, which Josephus also designates 

as desert.” 

Vers. 14.— John forbade him.  Hesitated 

and ryised objections. vs. 11 shows, be | 

knew “Himeell to be in ofhice, chLaructer and 

person infinitely the inferior ol the Lord 

Jerus Clnst, and that this baptism in | 

water was but a mere shadow and symbol | 

of Christ's baptism in the Holy Spirit, and 

that frum such cownection with Curlst's | 

baptism, Lis had its sole, whele waurth, 

And again John's was ** baptism of re- | 

peutance for [unto] remission of sin.’ 

Muik i 4; comp. Maw. ii. 11. Ae ite | 

pre-rquisite he required a confession ol | 

ein, vs UO, us the cvidence of inward re- | 

peutance. and of that forgivences ol eins 

which God's grace ever grants in connec- 

| This implied that 

the subject of baptism was & sinuer saved | 

How then could he baptize 

He felt sure that be was sinless, | 

c
e
t
 

tion with repentance. 

by glace, 

Chri? 
spotiess, in need of peither repentance nor 

pardon, and incapable therefure of waking 

a confession in evidence of either. And 

indeed Jerus, on asking baptism makes no 

couleseion, thus sealing as true this convie- 

tion. No wonder that these two causes, 

Cliriet’s suj eriority and bis perfect freedom 

frow oil, wade Jolin feel that he was not 

a fit sul jeot for this baptiem ; that he was 
quite ubuve and beyond its need. Many a | 

man besides Jolin has been puzzled quite 
as surely. 1 have need to be baptized of 

thee, Expressing the perplexity ubove de- 

scribed 

Verse 156 — Suffer it to be so now; i e, | 

consent in view of the circumstances in this | 

juncture, fur such is the force of the Greck 

woid Uausiated ** now,” Thus Jesus docs 

not rebuke Jobo for his hesitating and ob- 

jeeting, but rather approves Lim; eo, e., 
approves the spirit which prompted it, but 

gues on 10 correct the error of judgment. 

For. lowroducing the reason for his re- 

quest so perplexing to the Baptist. Thus 

"it becometh us to Julfil all vightecusn: ss 

This dues not mean that he submitted to 

baptiem, like others, because this was a 

part of the Mosaic ceremonial requirement 

like circumcision, Luke ii. 21, lor it was 

pot ; pur that he wished to honor John's 

baptisn, and set an example for Christian 
disciples thenceforth, A meaning must be 
given to these words, in harmony with the 

nature ol that baptism as ** the baptism of 
repentance unto the remission of sin.” 
The key to their meaning is given in Kom. 

vi. 3-6. Christ in his baptism lays at the 
foundation of his ministry the work of 

V. The 

When | 

Jot ni 

mersed him, for such is the-meaning of the 

' vrothing whatever to do with the nature of 

' the ordinance ? 

“ever respect or for whatever end the ordi. 
hance is essential, just so far, in just that | 

| sion essential. 

| 16. There ig not a shadow of evidence in 

mersion was not always immersion. We 

wen, it is pot ** with,” but ** in,” the 

fur centuries alterward. 

world, -he has on him our ein and guilt, 

and becaise of this goes down into death 

under this load, as he is submerged hy 

Jobhn'in the Jordan, and rises with the 

load removed #8 he emerges and cones up 

out of the water. Symbolieally, in his 

baptism he anticipates his death and resur- 

rection. Thus he, like every saint, by 

baptism in symbol, died to ein and Tore to 

riguteousness ; and we, in" our baptism, 

are at one with bim in his baptism. “We 

are buricd with bim by baptism intodeath,” 
and with him also ** raised up from the | 

dead Row. vi 4. Thus did he * fulfil 

all righteousness” as-qur Head ard repre. 

sentative, so we by becoming one in him, 

shown in our baptism, fulfil in him all 

We Lave a perfect righte. 
This shows 

why be could say not simply it becomes 

me, but us. He in thought joined with 

him those for whom he then symbolically, 

as alteyward really, died. Whether Jolin 

uncerstued Christ's words does not appear. 

righteousness, 

ousness because we have HIM. 

= | 

Enough, this avswer, whatever meaning he | 

way have given it. 

Saviour. 

. . | 

down with the candidate nto the strewm, | 

and standing in it, baptized him ; 1 e , 'm- 

word, The Greek Las words to designate 

sprinkling, pouring, conkeerating; purify. 

ing, ete., ana if this ordinance was not to 

be administered by immersion, if immer- 

sion was not essential to the ordinance, 

why was this pame, rather thun hme 

other, choren for it? Why bas our Lord 

given to the ordinance a name which has 

Be sure he has not done 

it. He called it baptism or immersion, 

because immersion is essential to the ordi. 

nance, tothe ordinance, 1 say, and hence, 

as far the widinance is essential, in what. 

respect, and for just that end, is 1mmer- 
If we may give up the 

ordinance ; we may give up immersion ; if 
we may put tomething else in the place of 

the ordinance, we may put something else 

in place of immersion ;- if we way ridicule 

Then he suffered him ; | century. 

i."e., consented, and baptized his Lord and | ¢ These baptisteries, and pictures, and 

and hold up to derivion the ordinance. we | 

may ridicule and hold up to derision the 

immersion in the ordinance. Whatever 

fate belalls the ordinance, that must needs | 

Lefall the immersion given as in and of the 

ordinance. This appears not from its 

name only, but also from the circumstance 

in which it was administered, John iii. 

23 ; Acts viii 36, ard the mport affixed 
toit. Rom. vi.4; Col 1 12; Acts xxii. 

Scripture that anything is called baptism 
save immersion ; ib other words, that im- 

do have in our common English version the 
phrases, ** baptize with water,” ** with the 

Holy Ghost,” Matt, iii 11; but in the 

Greek, and as written by the inspired pen- 

very word used when it is said, ** baptized 

in Jordan.” The practice, uniform in 

apostolic times, eontinued to Le unilorm 

The traveller in 

Europe may sull see in some of the old 

Papal churches fonts made, some of them 

for the iwmersion of infants, and sowe for 

the immersion of adults. The fullowing is 
by Rev. G. W. Anderson, D. D, 

BarrisTERIES IN SWEDEN, —Sweden fur- 
nishes strong arguments for the Scriptural 
wode ol baptiem, In the Mu-eum at 
Stockholw is a very large and interesting 
collection of antiquities, Among the num- 

ber are eighteen baptisteries, or loots, 
They are made of stone, on the average 
about two feet in dinweter, and eighteen 

inches deep. They do not come down from 
he eurlier Christian centuries, 

their comparatively small size. 
Hence 

Barrisserigs IN GErMANY —** There is 

‘What reasons Lr this? Explain the words, 

Jesus. —Matt. wv. 1-11. 

one ut Magdeburg, in the Cithedral, which, 
probably dates from the fourteenth century. 

It is wore highly finished then, those in 
Sweden, It is alto larger, being about 
thiee feet in diameter, and a foot and a 

half in depth. 
“ln the Church of St. Sebaldus, at 

Nuremberg, is a very remarkable baptist- 
ery. lt is made of copper, aud is one of 
the earliest specimens of the metal work 
of that old wedieval city. Two things 
wake it specially worthy of note; in it the 

Ewperor Wenzel was baptized in 1361, 

and it is furnished with a giate beneath 
for the purpose of warming the water. It 
is three feet in dismeter, and eighteen or 

atonement, just so far ae the nature of the 
eas: and the time allow, He is the Lamb 

- 

\ Barristery AT BERNE, DWITSERLAND ~~ 

of Gud who taketh away the sine of the | ** In the Cathedral at Berve is 8 very assy 

twenty inches deep. 

~~ THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
stone baptistery, [t is shaped somewhat 
like an hour-glaas. It is about three feet in 

diameter, and probably four feet-from base 
to brim. Its depth is about twenty inches. 
Toe Barristecies oF Irany —* Italy is 

dotted over with large buildings expressly 

designed as places for administering bap 

tism. That at Florence, standing directly 

in from of the Duomo, is a handsome oct 

agonal building The famous bronze doors 

by Ghiberti are among the richest orna- 
ments of the city. 

was destroyed by one of the Medici, in the 

six'eenth century. It was twelve feet in 

diameter. This was, of course, large 
enough for the immersion of any person 

[ts dimensions are nearly the same as those 
of the handsome prophyry baptistery in 

the Bibliotheque Nutionule in Paris, in 

| which, it is said, that Ciovis was baptized, 

in the filth century. The Ltaptistery in 
Rome is said to be the one in which Con- 

stantine was baptized. Of course this is 
a mistake, bat its history goes back to a 
very early date, to the third or fourth 

be possible in any nurrow limits to refer to 

them all 

regard to the history of the ordinance in 

Europe ol 

While this holds true where the Western 

or Papal Chirch has been prevalent, the 

Eastern Church still practices immersion, 

as it ever has done. The Armenian divi- 

sion, however, places the person in water 

up to the nek, and with the hand pours 

water over the head. Like a dove. This 

form being emblematic of the Spirit's va- 
ture, - 

Verse 17 —The Father speaks ; thus we 

have here the Trinity : Father, ‘Sun, and 

Spirit. Christ enters upon his ministry 
withythe simplest yet graudest ordination 
ever known on this earth, 

The baptistery iteelf | 

| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 

| 

‘such a unanimous, incessant and ferocious | the walls of the city is shown, 

Ouly a lew characteristic speci. | 

mens need to be presented in order to chow | 

some things which a Baptist may learn in | 

| 
| 

| 
| 
| 

Questions. — Where did our last lesson 
leave Jesus? 
How od when lie went tor baptism ? Luke | 
mi. 23. What is known ot his history 
weanwhile? Luke ii. 40-52. 

Vs. 13. In what place did John preach? 
vs. 3. “What do you know of this region ? | 
At what tie did Jesus go w Juin? For 
what purpose ? \ 

Ve 14. What did John do at firet? 

a 

“+ | have need to be baptiscd of thee" ? vs, 
11. What disporitivn does this show ? 

How old wes be then ? | the ovurs, 40 which, if you are fortunate 
| 

Cin town, and who brought us to his home 

Vs 15 Did Christ blume John for his | 
hesitation ? What lesson for us? What | 
reason did be give why he should be bap 
tized? What does bis language mean ? 

Va. 16 Where was Jesus Luptized ? vs, 
6. Waue he immersed ? Do we ever read 
that water wae buptized upon any one? 
W hat evidence for mmwersion in John i. 
237 In Rom. vi. 42 What objections to | 
substituting somethiog else tor immersion ? 
Why should the dove have been chosen as 
the emblem of the Spirit? 

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher, 

Scripture Catechism, 119, 130. 
- — — 

Suspay. July 27th —The Temptation of 

ouths' Department, 

A JOSTLE THROUGH THE 
BAZARS OF DAMASCUS, 

BY REV. 8, GRAVES, D. D. 

Damascus claims to be the oldest citggin 
the world, and so for aught | know ¥ 9 

Certainly, its founding lies buck of all his- 
tory, and no city can successfully dispute 

its claims to this great antiquity, There 

is no city in the world which has kept its 
name and maintained a vigorous life through 

80 many centuries of storm that have swept 
over the nations, like this same Damascus, 

which was a city of note when Abraham 

came from Chaldea, 
But whatever may be said ol its antiquity, 

it puts forth another claim which is hard- 
ly less disputable: viz., ss the most 

beautiful city in the world. And seen, as 
we saw it, from the mosque-crowned sum- 

wit of one of the hills which surround it, 

in the broad plain embowered in a wildernss 
of verdure—of orabige, lemon, citron and 

palms, with the white domes and minarets 

lifted up above this gen of green and the 

“ Abana , that goodly river, winding 

round and through it ; we felt, alter a long, 
dreary ride over mountains and deserts, 
when all thie life and verdure and beauty 
buret upon us, to yield the claim and sym: 
pathige with Mobsmmed, of whom it is 
related that when be first saw it, perhaps 
from the very spot where we stood, he re- 
fused to enter it, saying, ** | have but one 

paradise and that is above” We were 

with the same shabby outside, was the 

‘sulved mystery. 

not quite up to Mohammed's enthusinm, 

and entered it without feeling that by so | young men in short beards and red fezes, 
doing we seriously impaired our hopes of | meet you slap in the face , blear-eyed filthy 
the Paradise above, beggars ; fierce, ill-savored muleteers, boys 
Fo nothing does the line-of the poet | with very thin pants and the very dirty 

Campbell apply with greater truth than to | fragment “of a shirt; women muffled in 
Eastern cities—** "Tis distance lends en | white sheets = so they look—all but the 
chantment to the view ;"* for alas, on enter- | eyes and forehead, which are screened by a 
ing even Damascus the spell is broken, | dark checkered veil; old crones with bun- 
and you are in the midst of a busy, | dles of faggots on their heads men on horse 
crowded, filthy city, with not a bit of the 

romante left. The streets are narrow, un- | bale of goods or half a cord of wood or 
paved und crooked. ** The street called | beams of timber laehed to bis back, push 

Straight,” which of course.we visited, and | and jam and threaten tH =quecze or trample 

on which was the House of Judas, where | you to death. 

Paul lodged, and which also of course we 

visited, is" an exception, 

Add to this every one talk- 
ing at the top of their voice ; every one in- 

Judas, or the site of it, is occupied by a | meet and surge, and you have a Damascus 

Mosque ; its court contains the tomb of | Bazar jostle [rom which you escape with a 
some Mohammedan eclebrity, and is ac- | thankful heart, wondering how it was pos- 

counted a very sacred place. But the in- | sible that you have come forth without a 
stitutions of Damascus are its dogs and | broken head or back, 

bazurs. Nobody owns a dog in Damascus, Damascus contains ahout 1¥0 000 in- 

or, us I believe, is allowed to. They are | habitants, and, for an oriental city, is full 

the guests of the city, and enjoy all the | of thrift. A large cotton factory has late- 
liberties usually accorded to such honors. | ly been established there, which is doing a 

They lie around lvose by day balf asleep, | good business, and the city bids lair to 
in the middle of the streets, horses, mules, | stand for ages to come, as it has for the 

| sculptures representing baptism, are scatter- | camels, men and ‘Women always turning | ages that are past. 

Verse 16.— Went up straightway out of | ed very widely over Europe. It would not | out for them ; and at night they set up’ 

the water. John baptized in Jordan, went | 

The honre of Naaman, the Leper, outside 

For ages 
bowbow as to make night hideous and | this has been a kind of hospital for lepers. 

drive sleep far from the pillows of the | It is beautifully situated on the banks of 
weary traveler, Between the dogs and the | the Abana, and looks as though it might 

Rimwazan, which was in full blast at! once uve been the ahode of wealth and 

Damarcus—a fast of the Mohammedans | splendour, The tradition is that out of 

for a month, during which the laithfu' fast | gratitude for hisrecovery, N.aman gave his 

by day and feast and carouse by night-- | estates as a home for lepers, 

between the two, sleep was an experience Tne window through which Paul was 
enjoyed only in snatches, or not at all, let down from the wall in & basket, is 

The dwelling houses ot Damascus are | pointed out in a bit of wyery ancient wall 

low and exceedingly mean looking, built | beside a very old gate ; and also the place 
mostly of rough round stone, and plastered | of his cunversion.~ Standard, 
over by a vile, dusty-brown wud mixed 

with straw, which gives it its adhesive 
qualities, reminding one of the brick- 
waking of ancient Egypt. 

Te » 

PINSFEATHER COLLECTIONS, 
—— 

We are indebted to Rev. Dr. Matlack, 
recently of New Orleans, for the following 
good story © 

In 1869 a series of Missionary Meetings 
were projected among the Colored Methio- 
dist Episcopal churches of that city, ~ At 
one ol these it was arranged that an ec 
centric veteran, named Soott Chinn, should 
make the last epecch and take the collee- 
tion, The brother who preceded -him 
greatly tried the old man's patience by the 
length of his address—a thing never done 
By a white man, Hl spile de meetin,” 
said Bro. Chinn to the Doctor who pre- 
sided, * He's too long in de wind "— 
“too much blowin’,” * Bs patieat, be 
patient,” said the Doctor. ++ O 'se patient 
enough,” said he. ** But de people s get- 
tin’ tired, and den dey wont gib de moneg 
said the old philosopher. At length the 
long speech closed with pn cloguent re- 
ference to the angel of the apocalypse tly- 
ing through the heavens, haviog the ever- 
lasting gospel to preach, 

Seott Chinn was on his feet in a moment, 
“1's been afeered some ob dese brodders 
would talk too long, nud dat angel git 
clear out ob sight. Dut angel, bredren, in 
the Missionary Angel. lle takes de eber- 
lastin' gospel wid him whereher he goes— 
to ebery nation, kindied, tongue, people!” 

* Mighty Angel,” shouted some in the 

congregation, * Mighty ; Mighty !"" re. 
peated others as the excitement rose, lo- 
spired with his conception and the enthu- 
siasm of his congregation, his patriarchal 
form rose to its full height, and stretching 

. | out his hand towards tne Angel who u he 
The shops, or stores, are much like a | seemed to see befure him, Le «xclaimed, 

good-sized bay-window without the window | © O dou Angel ob de mighty wing, tirry 
where the cuterprisiog tradesman sits oross- | wid us a leotle while, in dis M.sionary 
legged ball asleep, smoking his everlasting | Meeting. We's de jeople your Lord cent 
narghilly ; when accosted, he wakes up but | you to find. FSi your wings and rest a 
never gets up, for all his wares are withio | while here. You's been flyin’ so long, and 
his reach. You buy or not ; it is a matter | you has wany a long weary trabel before 
seemingly of supreme indifference to him. | you. Blessed Angel! Ain't you berry 
Huw the creatures live and thrive is an un- | tired? Den rest, for dis is de Lord's day, 

and de Lord's house, and de Lord's peo- 
ple," 

Turning to the congregation, now up to 

The houses mie 

built close up to the street, and present 

neither windows nor doors, which gives 
one a sense of the absence of ull hospitality 

A gate in the wall, however, leads into 

enough to gain admission, you will be de- 
lighted with the air of comltort and often of 

refinewent which opeps to you, It wae 
our good luck to have met on the steamer 
from Sinyrna to Beirut a Turkish Bey who 
resided gt Dumascus, and who quite thok 

to us Americans, and who sent again and 
again to our hotel to sce if we had arrived 

with much ceremony, and showed us all it 

contained —except his wives. Lis house, 

abode of every castern elegince and luxury, 

—murble-paved courts, lountaios, with 

flowering shrubs and orange-trees growing 
about them, rich divans aud costly furni- 
ture, inlaid with ivory and pearl, On 

leaving, he accompanied us to the gate, 

embraced and kiseed us, what secmed a 

genuine, hearty good bye. 

But l am a long time in getting to the 

Bazar, and into the jostle and jm which 
you experience in passing through them 

The Bazars are streets in which certain 

crafts are pliel, or certain articles sold, 

Tuere is the Saddler’s Bazar, the Silver- 

smich’s, Goldsmith's, — the grain, the 

cotton, the silk, the aromatic, ete. Baz rs 
They are covered by a reed or rush awning 
whieh extends (rom the roofs of the houses 
on the opposite tides, and are uls) the prin. 

cipul thoroughfare of the city. 

But while you are examining the dainty 
silks, or ravishing shawls, or testing the 
essence of sandal wood, or the ottar of | the white heat ol excitement, he continued : 

roses, you get & thump in the side, and | ** Children, you may tank your stars, 

look round to see a donkey with a pannier | and de good Lord, dat dis Angel come dis 
of stones piled high “on his hack ; and he- | Way to day, and he's gwin to stay a while 

hind him is a long string of thew marching | now.- He's foldin' his wings and lookin’ 
in stupid procession, every one of which | right at you now. He wants to see what 
threatens a repetition of the thump, You | we's goin’ to do to send dis cherlastin’ 
squeese yoursell into the smullest space, | gospel round de world, 
bend your body nto your Iriend’s ** bay- I tell you what we'll do, children, de 

window,” and so, for that time escape. Angel's wing broken a little, wid de big 
Let us proceed. Our guide is before ue; | wind from de four corners ob de world, 

we wust not take our eye from him, or we | See ! he needs some more fedders in de 
are lost to a dead certainty, Old wen, with | wing, He fly better, wid dis eberlastin’ 
long gray beards and stately turbans and | gospel, trough de midst ob de heaben to 
flowing robes, looking as though a pleasant | the enns ob de earth, Up, now, and bring 
or & human sympathy never came within | on de teddars fur de An,el's wings." 
a league of their dignitied frigidity, are | lo an instant the people were on their 
bumped up against you without disturbing | feet, filing into the aisles and marching in 
the depths of Their serene equanimity; ' time to the swell of song, to the table in 

back, on donkeys, a hugh camel with a- 

The House of | tent, too, on some house, as the crowd ° 
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