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Poetry. 
For the Christian Messcnger. 

ve What is thy beloved more than another 

ay beloved is white and ruddy, the chief: 
est among ten thousand.”~Lum. v: 9, 10, 

Eager, und biind, the world would know, 

What charms in our * Beloved” we find j;— 
What beauties in his features glow ; 

What matchless grace of form or mind ; 

What music in His voice we hear, 

That He, than others, is more dear,~* 

We've seen thie landscapes bloom alresh, 

Leaping from desth’s relaxing hand ; 

We've seen them clad in varied dress, 

From vernal bud, to Wintry band; 

The fields smiling with fl ywrets bright, 

The meadows decked in living green ; 

The stars dance through the azure night, 

The Moon float throu zh the lifts of sheen; 

The morning scatter pe rls of light, 
And tinge with gold the Eastern sky; 
The heavens entrance the raptured sight, 

And earth charm the admiring eye: 
But rot the fairest flowers that grow, 

Nor charms of earth, or sea or sky; 

Nor-evening tints, ner morning's glow, 
With * Sharon's lovely rose,” can vie. 

The bow may span the clouded arch 
Pencilled wih bright enamelled hues ; 

The Sun mid ficlds of ether march, 

Sparkle earth's myriad diamond dews ; 

These may luspire the raptured ken, 

These may arvuse the soul in part; 
But O for burning words .0 pen 
His beauties, who has thrilled the heart, 

Nature's are tame, including though, 
All charms, to ear, touch, tuste, and eye, 
To“ my beloved," ** whom to know, 
Ls life,” love, bliss, that never die. 
The flowers w.'ve nourished tloom and fade, 
And friends we've loved, with ashes blend, 
Fadeless, * the lily o' tue glade,” 

Deathless, our everliving ** friend.” 

Ye mountuins etoop, nur stay his speed, 
Whe cometh leapiug o'cr your heighs, 
Swifter than winged ticd, or steed, 

Or viewless air, or arrowy light. 

His Lreath the hoary tieids ot snow, 

Dissolves to myriad murmuring rills; 

His steps like dancing sunbeams glow, 
As *' he comes skipping J'er the hills.” 

The fairest blossom bas some spick, 
Nor faultiess leaf on faultless trees, 
Tue un itsell reveals a fleck, 

And shadows flit o'er sunniest seas ; 

But white and ruddy,” spotlessly, 
And * altogether lovely ™ he. 
Toe starcy worlds t at gleaming press, 
Aud round the r dazzling centres run; 
Are but the outer, meaner dress, 
Of hima whose glance | ghis up the san. 
He speaks, —ihe wu Ids trom chaos dance, 
And beauty trails the ghtierng sky ; 
Lightaings are shadows of his glance, 
And suns the carting of his eye. 
The sweetest strains the ear can greet, 
Are like hoarse waves u, on the shore ; 
Compared with him w'.ose * lips most sweet,” 
Wauke the soul's music evermore. 

nh W. H. PorTak. 
- 
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VESPERS. 

1 raw sweet Evening kneel 
Beneath the glowing amber of tho skies, 
A tender trouble on her lovely face, 

Great piv in her eyes. 

For O the flowers! the flowers 
Lay languishing, and like to die too soon, 
Smitten with burning kisses from the lips 

Of Summer's passionate noen. 

Put now had Evening come 
Among the flowers, and lowly knelt she there, 
Aud from the fulness «f her pitying hears 

Went up a silent prayer 

Tears came instead of werds,~— 
Tears of most tender pleading,~and they fell 
80 softly dows upon the falating flowers 

With some reviving spell. 

Then did Heaven make the prayer 
[ts own response, for every balmy tear 
Cooled the sweet lips of some poor, drooping 

flower, 

And to its heart brought cheer. 

So the flowers rang a low, soft hymn, 
And swung their fragiant censers gratefully, 
T.1l all the air grew sweet as angels’ breath, 

And rich with harmony. 

And Evening rose up glad, 
And from my vision vanished io the skies, 
Bidding the stars leok down upoa the flowers 

With watchful, lovieg eyes. 

Miss M. MoGixx. 
The Tyre. 

Religions. 
THE DOCTRINES TAUGHT BY 

BAPTISM. 

Rev. Philip Berry writes in the Na- 
tional Baptist : 1 have been asked to 
draw out in tabular form some of the 
doctrines taught-by baptism, with proof 
texts annexed. The ordinance is, in- 
deed, like a vine laden with richest 
clusters. Ga eo 

1. The Trinity ; the formula teaches 
it. (See Matt. iii. 16, 17 : xxviii. 19.) 

2. Contrition. (See - Acts xvi. 
30 33. . 

3. Confession. 
Matt. iii 6.) 

4. Repentance. 
5. Faith in doctrines and persons. 

(See Acts ii. 38: xix. 4) 
6. Regeneration. (See Titus iii. 

J: Col. ii. 12. 
7. Death of Christ, and righteous- 

ness through that death. (See Matt. 
i 15: xx. 22, 23, Luke xii. 50) 

8. Justification, including peace and 
pardon, (Sce Acts xxii. 16: 1 Peter 
tit, 21. - 

9. Christian life. (a) ** Burial with 
Christ,” ¢ e., dying unto sin. (See 
Col. ii» 12: Rom. vi. 4.) 

(b) * Resurrection with Christ,” ¢. e., 
living unto God. (Col. ii. 12: Rom. 
vi. 4.) | 

(¢) ** Clothed with Christ"— Chris- 
tian spirit and temper. (See Gal. iii. 
27.) 

(d) Sanctification. (See Matt. iii. 
11: John i. 33 : Acts xix. 6 : Eph. v. 
26.) 

10. Church fellowship. 
41, 42. 1 Cor. xii. 13. 

11. Resurrection of Christ. (See 
Rom. vi. 4.) 

12. Our own resurrection. 
Cor. xv. 29, 
Let ang candid mind tell if aught 

less than immersion will meet the de- 
mands of the case ? 

(See Acts viii. 37: 

(Aots ii. 

See 1 

THE COST OF CONVERTING A 
HEATHEN. 

Some ingenious disbhelievers in 
Christian missions have estimated that 
the cost of cenverting a heathen is 
much beyond his value. Judged by 
their arithmetic, missionary labor fails 
to pay, and the scheme of converting 
the whole world is a piece of romance. 
Mr. Bayard Taylor, when he came 
from Ind a, pronounced this opinion 
upon missions there ; and the same 
way of speaking of them in general is 
common among Saturday Reviewers, 
and other sceptical critics, great and 
small. 
When it is considered that the sce 

tics are themselves descendants of hea- 
then, and that they owe to the conver. 
sion of their ancestors the place they 
hold in the midst of Christiau civiliza 
tion, the objection is decidedly cool. 
The Germanic races were brought 
over to Christianity at the cost of 
heroic toils, but the work has paid 
well ever since. Our immediate an- 
cestors of the more northern part of 
Europe were taken in hand by Charle- 
magne, who converted with fire and 
sword, doubtless to the damage of the 
exchequer. The Danes, Jutlanders, 
and Northmen were the toughest sub- 
jeets that missionaries ever tried——in 

Europe, but in time yielded to Chris- 
tian civilization, and have carried it 
forward to what we see it to be mow. 
Missions to them have been decidedly 
profitable, of which fuct we are our- 
selves living witnesses. 
Modern Christian missions are con- 

ducted under advantages not known to 
the early jg A of the faith in 
Central and Northern Europe. They 
are about eight years old, and yet we 
have seen one entire le—the in- 
habitants of Madagascar—C Christianized 
and disciples won, and Christian insti 
tutions established all over heathendom. 
Lord Lawrence, the late Governor 
General of India, bears this testimony 
to the value of Christian labora among 
the people over whom he was ruler :— 

———- —— ———————— 

(See Acts ii. 38.) 

fact, carried havoc all over Southern | 

- Beariog io mind that general mis 
sionary effort in India dates from 1813, 
and that even now missionaries are 
sent forth in such inadequate numbers 
that, with few exception, only the large 
towns and centres have been occupied 
(some of them with a single mission- 
ary,) it was scarcely to "be expected 
that in the course of sixty years the 
idols of India would be utterly abolish. 
ed ; the wonder rather is that already 
there are so many unmistakable indi- 
cations that Hindooism is fast losing 
its hold upon the affections of the 
people. It is very difficult to estimate 
the effects of moral, and still less of 
spiritual work, Those of material 
operations are palpable to even super- 
ficial observation. Not so in the other 
care. One must look deeply, one 
must understand the people subject to 
such influence before it is possible to 
estimate the effects which have been 
produced on their minds and charac. 
ters. The number of actual converts 
to Christianity in India, including 
Burmah and Ceylon, is not iuosignifi- 
cant. By the latest returns, which 
are trustworthy, their numbers do not 
tall much short of 300,000 But these 
numbers do not by any means give an 
adequate estimate of the results of mis- 
sionary labor. There are thousands 
of persons scattered over India who, 
from the knowledge which they have 
acquired, either directly or indirectly, 
from the dissemination of Christian 
truth, of Christian principles, have 
lost all belief in Hindooism and Mo- 
hammedanism, and are in their con- 
duct influenced by higher motives, who 
yet fear to make an open profession of 
the change in them, lest they should 
be looked on as outcasts and lepers 
by their own people. Such social cir 
cumstances must go on influencing 
converts until the time comes when 
their numbers are sufficiently large to 
enable them to stand forth and show 
their faith without ruin to their posi. 
tion in life.” 
When the source of this testimony 

is considered, it ought to be deemed 
sufficient to silence every cavil. The 
results of modern Christian missions 
appear to us to be stupendous. Sup. 
pose this work prolonged for a century 
more, with ever.increasing resources, 
what may we not expect? —s 

—— 

PRACTICAL USFS OF SCIENCE. 

** Practical men” frequently ask the 
question, ** What is the use of scien. 
tifio study 7 They have accustomed 
themselves to regard those far reach. 
ing investigations among the heavenly 
bodies, which astronomers are every 
year making more extensive and min. 
ute, those exacting analytical processes 

P* | of the chemists, those delvings among 
the igneous and the aqueous rocks, 
and the fossils which the geologists 
are carrying on, as having no real 
bearing upon material interests, The 
Scientific American collates a few facts 
showing what has actually been real. 
ized from some of the apparently most 
recondite researches, which will go far 
to cause these * practical men" to re. 
consider their judgment : 
‘ Newton's analysis of light by pass. 

ing a beam though a prism was a dis- 
covery of no apparent value at the 
time it was made. The spectrum was 
very beautiful to look upon, but few 
persons could understand or appreciate 
it. No one could have anticipated 
that this was tke germ of a method 
which would gradually |-ad to the dis. 
covery of new metals on our earth ; to 
a study of the atmosphere of the sun 
and planets ; that minute quantities of 
substances Would be detected by it iu 
miveral waters and rocks ; that steel 
would be manufactured by watching 
the light produced by burning gases ; 
that an instrument culled the spectros- 
cope would become one of our most im- 
portant adjuncts in the study of astrono- 
my, in technical researches, in the de. 
tection of new bodies. And thus the 
ray of light passed through a hole in a 
shutter es, in the contemplation 
of future men of seivnce, the starting 
point in a great array of discoveries.” 

Another discovery, of apparently not 

the slightest practical importance, was 
that of polarized light. This has been 
developed, till now ** the value of glass 
for optical instruments, the extent to 
which glass has been annealed, the test. 
ing of stone jewels, and the detection of 
paste dinmonds, are accomplished by 
the use of a polarizing apparatus. But 
the most important application of the 
power of rotation possessed by differ- 
ent substances is seen in the apparatus 
employed to determine the quantity of 
sugar containedain any solution. The 
crude sugar of commerce is bought and 
sold on a polarized test. 

‘*“ Hans Christian Uersted observed 
the deflection of the needle produced 
by an electro-magnet, and the needle 
telegraph was the vatural growth of 
the observation; and afterward, by 
turther research, we arrive at the tele- 
g aph in its present form. A little de- 
posit of copper cn one of the poles of 
a battery, when seen by De la Rive 
and Jacobi, soon develops into electro- 
plating and galvanoplastic operations. 
Gold, silver, copper, nickel, and other 
metals, thrown down from solutions by 
battery currents, offer an occupation 
10 a large number of persons, and en- 
able publishers of illustrated papers 
to furnish their readers with prints for 
electrotype plates in a manner far su- 
perior to what was formerly accom- 
plished in this line. 

‘“ Professor Tyndall's observations 
on haze and dust have for their practi- 
cal result improvements in ventilation, 
and the discovery of the precautions to 
be observed to ensure good health. 

“ Pasteur's researches on the germs 
of fermentation have revolutionized 
our former notions on this subject. 
The same theory carried further in its 
consequences points out the probabe 
origin of epidemic diseases, and thus 
indicutes the best remedies to be ap. 
plied ” 

Faraday discovered a substance 
called bengzole, which was seemingly 
worthless, exoept as a curiosity. But 
out of this substance has sprung a long 
line of important industries. From it 
we have the most magnificent colors ; 
we prepare sweet perfumes; we con- 
centrate the light of illuminating gas : 
we dissolve resins, and make varnish. 
When glycerine was first discovered, 

no use was tound for it Now it is in 
demaud in immense quantities, for 
the most diversified uses—for making | 

| soup, in medicine, in perfumery and 
confectionary, and as an essential in. 
gredient in the most powerful explosive 
cow pounds, 
So gutta-percha was first brought to 

the Uluited States as a curiosity. 
Without it, we could not -have. ocean 
telegraphy, The list of pracucal 
adaptatious of * useless” discoveries 
might be indefinitely extended. 

PRFFARATIONS FORTHE PEW, 

We hear a great deal about prepar. 
ation for the pulpit—a most important 
theme, as ull must admit ; we propose 
to say a few words on a subject equal 
ly important, but strangely neglected 
—thut is, preparation for the pew. 
Much fault is sometimes found with 

the pulpt because it does not more 
deeply interest the ocoupints of the 
pews. While we do not regard the 
pulpit as beyond criticism, and are 
ready to admit its points of weakness, 
we must also keep before our readers 
the fact that the hearers Lave some 
responsibility to share with the speak. 
er. It is not right to throw the whole 
burden of the church service on the 
preacher. Many go to church as they 
would go to a lecture or a concert. 
The mau in the pulpit is a performer ; 
the men in the pews are spectators or 
auditors. There is no sympathy be. 
tween them. = Let the preacher so con- 
duct the sorvice as to keep them awake 
and attentive. If he succeed in this, 
be ie considered popular and attractive; 
if he fail, he must take the couse- 
quences of his failure: sleepy hearers 
aud slender congregations. 

While a few men of unusually 
strong Datures can compel the atten. 
‘tion of their audience, there are many 
mon of genuine talent and piety who 
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must have the sympathy and the inter 
est of their hearers in order to sucoeed. 
If the religious portion of the congre- 
gation are interested, as they ought to 
be, from the commencement of the ser- 
vice, the preacher will feel the power 
of this fact, and it will not be long be- 
fore even the careless in the congrega- 
tion will give heed to the sermon. 
Oue of the best means of prepara- 

tion for the pew is to be found in medi- 
tation and praying before going to 
chapel. We ali of us carry too much 
of the world with us to God's house. 
How can any ordinary preacher suc- 
cerd when the majority of his congre- 
gation come to church burdened in this 
manner, and look to him to cast the 
burden off, as though he were a Titan 
who could go among the pews and lift 
the mountain load from every heart? 
Previous thought and prayer on the 
part of God's people would remove 
this burden, and leave the heart to 
enjoy the privileges of the Sabbath un- 
molested. 

Avother preparation for the pew is 
in the worship at church. Having be- 
gun at home, pious hearts are ready to 
resume when the introductory hymn of 
praise is sung. This and all other 
hymns should be sung, not by the 
choir only, but by the whole congrega- 
tion ; not in a faint whisper, as though 
somebody might be burt, but right 
lustily let the praises of God be sound- 
ed forth. Io the prayer, the heart is 
to follow him who leads in devotion ; 
aod if that heart be full and should 
wish to give utterance in audible res- 
crema who shall refuse the privilege ? 
t may be different from the ordinary 
worship of earth, but it is very much 
like the worship of heaven. 
We say to the occupants of the pew: 

If you want good preaching, do not 
leave all the preparation to be done by 
the preacher. If it be his duty to pre- 
pare to preach, it is equally your duty 
to prepare to hear. llow much bet- 
ter a man can preach when he feels 
that he has the full sympathy of bis 
audience ; when prayer ascends from 
every heart, and praise sounds forth 
from every voice! Then the stripling 
can do the work of a giant, and God's 
Word has its dacieed effect.— Cana- 
dian Baptist, 

. _-——-—_ ——— -— 

For the Christian Messenger, 

THE SPIRIT'S CRY. 

That is a very beautiful and pre- 
cious portion of gospel revelation, 
which we have, in these words: * Be- 
cause ye are sons, God hath sent forth 
the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, ‘Abba, Father.” Although 
this has heen quite familiar to me for 
many years, both from personal read- 
ug, and also oft-repeated quotation 
by others; yet, till recently, 1 never 
saw the beauty and force of the divine 
argument, which is so richly and 
deasely wrapped up in this clause : 
‘** erying, Abba, Father,” The casual 
reader, is apt to get the idea, that the 
adopted sons referred to, in the con- 
text,ory ** Father.” 

But, though from the ** hearts” of 
such sons, the filial ory is given ; yet, 
tneir spirit is not the author of it. Tt 
is the spirit of God's eldest son, who 
aciually utters the welcome cry to that 
Father who is parent of their new- 
born souls, through the suffering and 
death of his Christ and ours. It is 
the life-giving Spirit of Jesus, sent 
into the believing heart of the sioner, 
saved Ly grace, that eoaubles it to life 
its cryiog voice to the Divine Parent. 
Without such an heaven-born influence 
uo one, however orthodox his faith and 
feeling, could rightly call God, Father. 
To reverently pronounce such a name, 
is one thing ; but to use the endearing 
appellation, because conscious of a di- 
vine and vital relationship, is quite 
another thing. We hear a great many 
ut up a certain claim, to this privilege. 
hey complacently dote upon the com- 
rehensive and obaritable breadth of 
od's fatherhood. Yet, we are forei- 

bly reminded, by this authoritative, 
seriptural dogma, that none but those 
who are constituted sons of Ged, 
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