
Correspondence, 
For the Christian Messenger. 

CANNOT YOU COME TO THE 
PRAYER MEETINGS ) 

What, could ye not watch with me one 

hour? Matt, xxvl. 40, 

It in desiruble that week day services 

commerce urd clove nt a #pecified timo and 

that they should not be too long. All who 

attend could thon wake arrengement to be 

free from busines at the proper tine, and 

at the clove of the meeting they miglit re. 

gume their duties with regularity, At 
somo searons of the yeur, and in favorable 

ciroumetances it might be the highest wis 

dom to prolong & meting, but as a rule it 
is better to close ut the time, though that 

may be its wort interesting period, The 
people would be fur more likely to be pre. 

sent at the following week: meeting if they 

bad not been doetmined ball wn hour beyond 

the time they lind to spure.  Perlngs ut 

this time of the your when business presses 

and hired help ws so difficult to be atwnined, 
one hour muy te the specified tiwe fur the 
weekly prayer meeting, 
Now this ** ore hour” our Saviour most 

surely requires Irom us all ; and il every 
profcssing christian exerted himsell to meet 
with his brethren and sisters for one hour 
of earnest jpruyer every week a glorious 
revival of religion would soon spread uver 
this and other lands, 

1. 1 think | hear my Saviour saying to 
every one uf us, Could yo not watch with 
me ove hour when 1 suffered so much Jor 
yeu? We think tl ose three disciples very 
unworthy of sueh a friend when we read ol 
them sleeping while he was sullering— 
They theuld have ministered what httle 
contolution they bad to tpare. Let us 
pause belore we rebuke them. What do 

we more than they 7 Our sine as well as 
tlre helped to press the lile blood from 
ifs sacred veins. We owe Lim as great a 

of gratitude ae they, and though we 
cannot bu suid to sleep beside a sulleriog 
Saviour, yet bis couse sullers, which is wll 

ove to him. He endured long watching 
and pruy or more earnestly for us, OQ shall 
not we watch one hour for him ? 

2. Think of the loving and carnest man. 
ner in which he maubes the request that they 
would watch, ** My soul is exceeding sor. 
rowlul «vin unto death, terry yo here and 
watch.” How could they rcfuse? How 
can wo dichine to watch end pray? Every 
pang the Saviour bore wakes un appeal to 

us to support his cnure und show our love 
to him by prayer sud watehfuluess,"” 

8. It was not a great request thas the 
Saviour mude, One hour. He imposes 
no intolerable burdens, ‘Ihe Saviour is no 
exacting tyrant, Jesus know the duty 
was possible to them and they doubtless 
could muke no favorable reply, When 
similar questions me aeked by deacons of 
churches about the prayer meetings, excuses 
are always ready. What reply should we 
give to the sme questions if asked (ns 
they will bo at the judgment) by a heart 
searching God ? 

Who cannot giveone hour? The person 
who venlly cannot, must be in distressing 
circumstances ard his caso should be a 
subject of prayer for those who can attend 
the prayer uiceting, 

Leaving twenty-four hours for the Sab 
- bath the week wffurd® eight hours every- 
night for sleep, and four hours every duy 
for food and rest. This leaves seventy-two 
hours for work and worship, can't there be 
an hour spared for the prayer meeting? 
No: one hour ? 

4. Think of the consideration and com 
Passion which Jesus exercises toward these 
unworthy disciples, We are sometimes 
too thhrughtiess in our rebukes and somo 
would unchristinnise their brethren for 
their apparent inattention ; but, to quote 
an excellent writer, our Lord weighs vs in 
more equal scales, and says : ** The spirit 
indeed in willing, but the flesh is week." 
Ie knoweth our frame he rememberoth that 
wo aro dust.” It doubtless required some 
considerable eflurt on the part of the three 
disciples to keep themselves awake, They 
Way have brokem their rest on previous 
vights, This would not be forgotten by the 
“toning One, and when the time for watch: 
ing was uver’ he would hush them to sleop. 
The Saviour” looks down upon us fn this 
Struggliog world, He understands our 
weaknosses and our difficulties, He le well 
acquainted with the whole renge uf our 
possibilities, nnd never requires we to overs 
$ep the boundary, excopt as he gives 
Swength and opportunity. Ke knows that 
in this world vigilent watohin wust be 
Gllowed by natural repose that rest 
must succeed to cvory toll, And how 
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sweot is that rest! And how balmy the 
sleep which follow the dilligent discharge 
of .thome nots of vervice and devotion which 
our loving Baviour requires and to which, 
if we are his our willing hearts, will res 
pond. Il, B. 

For the Christiun Messenger, 

Mr, Editor ,~ : 
Under the caption of “A brief Review," 

the Rev. J. H. Saunders ia the last number 
of the Messenger closes n characteristio arti. 

cle with this sentence: * In order to estab. 
lish this point (vis that the affiliation of the 
French Mission would give strength to the 
Union.) | was under the painful necessity 
of proving that our worthy and honorable 
brother McCully bad Leen led to misrep- 
resent the French Mission, &o,, &o.” 

I had coucluded to withdraw from a 
controversy that to onlookers was evidently 
degenerating into personality, to a large 
extent, but unauthorised assertions like 
this, subscribed by the proper name of the 
writer, demand the notice I am about to 

tke of it, 
1 nuw therefore respectfully, take ocoa- 

sion to deny the truth of the statement 
hagarded by the writer, that I had ** mis 
represented the French Mission ;” Let him 
prove his assertion or withdraw the uneivil 
offensive language, 
What | bad said of the French Mission 

and to which exception is taken if 1 under- 
stand him 18 this : : 

‘““ During the past year the French Mis 
sionary does not appear to have been pers 
mitted to gather uny fruit of hs labors, 
though doubtless bearing precious seed.” 

This it will be observed was figurative 
language often ured by writers belonging 

to our denomination with regard to Bap- 
tisms, 

Writing, as I was, with the Reports 
of the French Mission Boards for the years 
L871 wnd 1872 before me, | noticed in the 
Report fur 1871, that the French Mission: 
wry had beptized 6 converts, 2 French and 
4 Koglish, Tho statistics there given may 
be briefly stated thus 1 

Family YIOItN see ven sean nnnsenn eens 203 

Miles travel Cisne esa veeses2l18 

sermons preached ARAN ERRRINR RE REY 108 

Converts nptisedises sven rnnnes 6 
Now Teatumionts distilouteds sees 36 
Pages of trues do, vee 8876 

Now for 1872, that is the past year, the 
Statistics In the report are as follows :— 

Sermons SRNR RRR EIR) RO 

Fomlly Yh lh see sss snsnes TIlE 243 

Miho traveletosocssvensrennnnes1770 

Pages of tr ots distributed voeees +2880 
New Testumonts 4; wna Bivies 4, 
( Baptismae=none.) 

This report is signed by the Rev, J. H., 
Sounders himeell as Secretary, He knew, 
he could not but know, surely, when pub 
lishing there offensive. remarks that in 
speaking of the past year, 1 was basing 
wy ohwervations upon the public, printed 
Annval Report of the Mission, 

Every Lody possessing & copy of the 
winutes of the Western Association hy 
relercnce to their pages, can now satisfy 
themnelves as to whether I have ** wisrep- 
resented tie French Mission,” or no, and 
draw their own conclusion as to how. fur 
the Nev. J. Hl, Saunders was justified in 
publistiing to the world that | had done so, 
und that he bud succeeded in proving it— 
and then they onn judge of the extent of 
the juin he bas sullered in consequence of 
the ** meoernity  fwposed upon him by a 
score, | suppose, of his publie duty! | 
aw wmised to witness such rasbness, So 
wuch for that, 

In the Christian Messenger of 10th April, 
Rev. J. 1. Saunders in endeavouring to 
show that an “atfiliation of the French Mis: 
sion with the N. 8, Baptist Howe Mission 
Sucivty was contemplated io the formation 
of the Society," alter referring to its ** cons 
stitution " and ** the Appeal” which wus 
issued, and quoting at large from their 
contents, added i=" These are just the 
views of the N, 8, Baptist Home Mission 
Union and the Daptists «f this day 
What Rev. J. IF, Ssunders was wtiempting 

here to do wan to provs that iv was ineon 
sistent on my “part now te object to the 
Missionary Union, because the views of the 
Society us propounded in 1857 to whieh | 
bad aseonted ** are just the views ™ of the 
Union in 1872. If that be so, then | pro- 
poted briefly * to diepose of his couse "w= 
on that point, and 1 did it too, as all wast 
I think sdmit, by asking what need of a 
pew vrgenisation in 1872, jdeutionl with 
that of 18577 He haw conveniently ignored 
my arguments on that point of the case, 
however, But unfortunately fur this con 
troverslalint, be was in error, I do not fol 
low his example, and assert that ho ** mis: 
represented ™ when he said: —Thewe, * the 
Constitution of 1857 aud the Apposl—are 
Just the vews of the Uniun,' and [| now 
prove It t the world that he wae wistaken 
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in that asrertion, by quoting from its Con. 

stitution, and showing that neither in ite 
membership, nor in its objects is the Union's 
Oonstitution identionl with the Society's 
Constitution of 1857, And nobody under- 
stands that, I apprehend, better than does 
he, who penned these harsh, unjustifiable 

statements, and hut for which, I should not 

have again referred to this matter, 
Does the Rev. J. II, Saunders require wy 

proofs? 1 turn then to the 3rd and 4th 
olausce of the Constitution of the Union, 
and I mek him to show me where the Home 
Missionary Society declares its vhjcot, ns 
the Union does in the last claure of this 
Article, to be thet dissemination of denomin 

ational literature, '' whatever that means, 

Agnin, the entire of the 4th Article of the 
Union is new, and not to be found in the 
Constitution of the Home Missioary Society, 
vis, ** Thut the Union be composed of the 
Pastors of the Baptist Churches in the 
Province, and delegates appointed by 
ohurches, each church in good standing 
with ite respective Association, rending not 
wore than three delegates." 

Let there be no mistake bere, For 
this, if adopted is » complete subversion 

of the entire basis of the present lume 
Missionary Society, as any sohus! boy com- 
paring the two constitutions, can easily 
discover. And so ** [ dispose of much, il 

not all he had advanced,” and | repeat the 
averment. 

Now, what I have said all along, | re 
iterate. It it be the polioy of the denom- 
ination, after o full fair consideration of 
the subject at their annual meetiogs about 
to come off, if they with any degree of 
unanimity, pronvunce in favour of abolish. 
ing the existent societies, and substituting 

the Union with its platform and new 
Coostitution, and Annual Meeting separate 
and independent of the Associations, in- 
stead—why, let it be done. Many people 
think we have annual meetings enough as 
we are. 
But I have no idea that any sixteen gen- 

tlemen, be they who they may, shall be 
permitted, to told a meeting and change 
the entire frame work of our denominational 
policy unchullonged—a poloy that had 
been in operation, and 1 say it too, not 
withstanding assertions to the contrary—in 
cumparatively success/ul operation, fur very 
many yeurs. It would be a dangerous pre- 
cedent, | think, and one uf questionable 

propriety. 

What I bave written —except to correct 
misrepresentation when repeated, and to 
compel if possible respectfil controversial 
courtesy and treatment, 1 have written 

| waintaio, in a fair, and kiodly spirit, | 
have not attempted to attract attention by 
severe strictures, by flerve retorts or un. 
curistinn imputations, hy aoousations uf in- 
cunsistencics, or by indulgencies in persun- 
wlivies, The moment 1 discovered that a 
printer's error, hud provoked an ur justifia- 
ble rewurk, I hastily, as all who read the 
Messenger are awure, made the amende 
honorable, 

One word now as apyplioable to both Secre- 
tarios, alike strangers to we personally, 
Patience hersell, it is said, has been known 
sometimes tw turn short upon her pursuers, 
It wo disposed, the probability is, I could 
nequit wysell tolerably well in a joust, or 
break lance wich oither of th se belliger- 
cnt divines, that seom #0 anxious lor it, just 
now, in any fleld of their ¢hoico— and that 
too in such n way, sv not to reflect much 
discredit upon my own questionable prow. 
ess, 1 buve had a licle experience in 
lite, where men as great probably as either 

of" them, if they did not go down, were not 
always decided to be the victors, 

They who are aequainted with my ante. 
cedents, will be the best judgos—better 
Judges w good deal, than the Lev. Dr, Day, 
us to whether ever [ belonged to that class, 
who ** raise clouds of dust, under cover of 
which, they mny make good their escupe”— 
or no, A little dust just now —a very little 
would do—might be considered & desirable 
event, to one whose mind is so suggestive, 
In couclusion, 1 add, the rudeness that 
prompts any wan, mach more n minister of 
the goepel, without being sable to make 
proof, though challenged to do so~~to 
owrge another person, however humble, 
with ** during to deny his statewent in the 
fwoe of his vwn language,” in my view of 
matters, requires no nobice,~—for iy carries 
itn own well-desorved rebuke with i 
wherever ohristina courteny, and refinement | 
obuin, 

Brunswick Place, 13th May, 1878. 
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Death, to God's people, ie but a ferry 
boat, Kvery day and every hour the buat 
pushive off with sowe of the mints, and ro- 
turns lor wore. 

- 

For the Christian Messenger. 

ELUCIDATION OF SCRIPTURE, 

‘“* He that is despised, and hath a servant, 
is better than he that hounoreth himself, 
and lacketh bread.” Prov, xiii. 9. 

In the Geneva Version the first part of this 
verse in rendered, ‘He that is despiscd, and 
ish is own servant, is better,” &o. Dr. Gill 

states, that the same rendering is given 
servus siblipsi, &o.) by Montanus, Vatablus, 

and Schulters, In the Syriar version it is 
translated to the same effect, ** Better is a 
poor man, that serves himself,” &c., and in 

the Septuagint, ** Better is a man without 
honor, that serves himself," &o. 

It should be noticed that the Hebrew 
word translated ** despised,” meaning des. 
picable, in verse 8th, is altogether different 

from that used in verse Oth, The latter is 

sell, prior to his elevation to an exalted 
position ; 1 Saml. xviii, 28, and this text 
is by Gesenius coupled with Prov. xi. 9, 
denoting that the word bas the same sense. 

As the original may Le fairly rendered 
‘is servant to himecll,” this appears to me 
to be its natural und true import. Some 
men need a servant, or servavts; but it is 

obviously far wiser and better for a wan in 
moderate circumstances, who can do his 

own work, or wait upon himself, to do so, 
rather than to employ a servant, inorder 

to homor himself by a vain shew, aud there. 
by incur needless ¢xpenee, and subject 
bimselt to want. (Compare verses 11, 
24, and xiii. 7.) 
As an illustration, a case may be noticed 

in which the writer kuew a boarder, who 
had all that was needful provided and done 
for him ; but, to appar honorable, he was 
disposed to pay the wages of a man, and 
the cost of his board, that, as he said, **he 

wight have a servant, whom he could order 
about.” As might be reasonably autici- 
pated, he came to poverty. 

- The writer's own course of life hag been 

in accordance with his view of the import 
of the text now considered. A currespon. 
dent who was not personally acquainted 
with him, writing on tho necessity of re- 
vision of the Eoglish Scriptures, said ; 
*“ Ask your servant what is the weaning of 
Phil iv. 207" Evidently he was not 
aware that the servant had as much know- 
lodge of this, and of all other subjects, as 
the master, 

Yours sincerely, 
C. Turrsr, 

Aylesford, May Oth, 1873, 
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For the Christian Messenger: 

MISS. M. B. DEWOLFE. 

Dear Bro, Selden ,— 

A letter written in March by this dovoted 
sister, recently received by Mrs. Tupper, 
cuntaine some items of intelligence that 
will doubtless be interesting to the readers 
of the Christian Messenger, 
She says, ** Most of the time through 

the lust raine | was enabled to go through 
with my daily duties without much fatigue; 
but towards the end of the rain my strength 
began to fuil ; and I attributed it to the 

fever I bad at the beginning.’ She states 
respecting & skilllul physician whom she 
subsequently ounsulted, ** lle tells we 
general debility is the cause, and when | 
got over that, the other will cease, | am 
endeavouring, therefure, to build up my 
strength us lust as possible, to be ready for 
work when the next school term begins, 
which will be in May. 1 have improved 
very much, huve gaived in flesh and strength 
since I came hither, and can walk now lor 
an hour, and not be woury " 

Sister DeWolle remarks. ** The work 
of the Lord is going ou here and there, 
somewhat slowly it appears to us, as it is a 
fow now, and » few wore the next time. 
If we, His children, were more earnest and 
active, would nut lis cause advance more 
rapidly? And yot, as I look at the labor. 
ore in this land, it secs to mo they do as 
much aa lies in their power." 

This zealous sister goes on to express un 
ardent desire for an inerease of laborers, 
and a furveot wish that at our coming Cou- 
vention ‘* a devisive move way: be made in 
the establishment of an Independent Mis 
slon* among ** Karens who are anxious to 
hear the gow; el.’ 

Yours affuctionately, 

O. Turres. 
Aylesford, May 13, 1873. 

In addition to the above articles from our 
venerable Iriend Rev. Dr. Tupper we make 
the following extract of » letter just re. 
ceived trom him i 

‘' Since the lust meeting of the Western 
Baptist Assuciation, in June, 1878, the rate 
of mortality ja the Upper Wilmot Baptist 
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Church has been unusually great, as seven 
members have teen calicd home. Five 
others, having removed, have been dis 
missed. The state of vital religion being 
also low, and no additions made, the pros- 
pect became gloomy 

At Stronach Mountain, one of the sce- 
tions of this Church, where no stated min- 
isterinl labor in enjoyed, excepting wy 
services one sixth part of the time, brother 
J. 8. DeWolfe assisted me during the 
Week of Prayer. But the state of the 
weather and roads was quite unfavorable ; 
and no special results appeared at the time. 

While, however, it might be hoped that 
the prayers offired would be graciously 
answered in due time, some individuals 
evidently derived immediate benefit. In 
particular, one young woman, whose pious 
mother was removed from the church mili- 

| tant last autumn, was peculiarly attentive, 
and appeared manifestly to be deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of eternal things. She 
has recently given a satisfactory relation of 
her christinn experience, and, on Lord's 
day, the 11th instant, it afforded me sincere 
pleasure to baptize her, and receive her 
into the fellowship of the Baptist Church. 
May this be in the place the beginning of 
good days, in which many may be brought 
into the fold of Christ, and thas openly 
confess Him." 

For the Christian Messenger. 

IN MEMORIAM, 

DEACON BENJAMIN STERNS, 
departed this life at Goshen, Guysborough 
County, February 25th, aged 70 years. 
The Church at Goshen has sustained a 
great loss in the death of Brother Sterns. 
lie was born in Massachusetts, and when 
quite young came to this country with hie 
father, who was a Doctor of Medicine. 
When married be removed his tamily to 
St. Mary's, Guysborough County, into 
a place now called Goshen where he 
settled in the year 1840. In April 18490 
the writer visited that settlement and 
baptised Brother Sterns and wifeywith 
two others, and organized » 
comprising 21 wembers, some o 
had been baptized in Scotland, som 
Brother Whidden, now gone to his rest, 
others by Brother Hobbs, and myself, 
Brother Sterns was chosen to the office of 
Clerk by the Church at that time, which 
office he filled to the entire satisfuction of 
all concerned, and subsequently was chosen 
to the office of Deacon, which office he held 
until bis death, Bro, Sterns was a good 
wan and a lover of good works, he was 
grieved when he saw or heard of improper 
conduct in professing christians, He re- 
Joiced with them that rejoiced, and wept 
with them that wept. He was always in 
his place with hie brethren in the church 
when bis health would allow. He always 
bad something to tell about Jesus. For 
the lust few years he was confined at home 
the most of the time, hut the church had 
his prayers. He suffered very much in 
body ut times, but was composed being 
fixed upon the rock Christ Jesus, At times 
he was very happy in view gt the heavenly 
rest. The writer visited Lim a few days be 
fore his death and found him strong in the 
Lord and be continued 80 up to his depar- 
ture, I hope that all who read this way be 
a8 well prepared fur death as we think he 
was, The Church in the death of our Brother 
bas lust one of its strong pillars, the settle- 
went a good neighbour and the family a 
kind husband gnd loving father. May 
our Heavenly Father comfort and sustain 
the bereaved ones, — Com. dy Rev. H. 
Eagles. 

Religions Iutelligence. 

Brivaurown —On May the 4th, six 
youthful believers in Christ were baptized 
at Bridge:own. It was a gracious and en- 
courngiog service, God's ordinances are 
clearly sustained by his word and by their 
bewuty and simplicity, and appropriateness 
to represent some of the great and sublime 
doctrines of christiunity, these ordinances 
attest their divine origin, and claim sub 
wission from those who love Obrist. ** In 
keeping the commandments of the Lord 
there is great reward.” — Com. 

Rxvigion or ruc Binue —Speaking as 
Sheflivid recently, the Rev. Dr. Angus 
stated that the work of revising the 
New Testament would be completed in 
sevem years, and the Old Testament in 
Swilve yours, it the cvwmittees continued, 
®« A present, to devote furty ap ng 2 
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the work. The Americans, 
also appointed two committees Ao whom 
the ish work was referred for suggos- 
ton, The completed work would theres 
tore ro ct the united soholurship ol the 
Kog ish apeaking people. 


