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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

than that of the Papacy itself. Ouce
more, the decision of the Arches Court
io the Bennett case seems to my mind
not to leave a single foothold on which
an evangelical minister can stand.
Our principles are by that judgment
completely compromised, and, there-
fore, nothing remains but to withdraw
from connection with a State Chiirch,
the alliance-itself being so unsecriptural,
and the evils arising out of it so fear-
fully militating against the trath of the
Gospel. Having thus given my rea-
sons in all charity for withdrawing my
connection with the Church of England,
I now proceed to express my grounds
for joining the Baptist denomination.
And here, first, the use of the Church’s
formulary for the baptism of infants
bas pressed very heavily upon “my
conscience for some time past; the
doctrine maintained by many — of
baptismal regeneration—bhas given this
matter a prominence in one’'s own
mind that it otherwise would never
have possessed, The undue import-
ance ecclesiastically attached to the
rite has naturally drawn one’s mind to
the examination of Seripture with an
especial view to, this subject, and in
the light of the law and the testimony
it is altogether untenable. ‘We read
nowhere in the Word of God about
sacramental grace, ordinances being
helps to the Lord’s children in their
way to Zion, but they are not channels
of grace to the world without, and it is
the very climax of absurdity to regard
them as such to an unconcious infant.
Besides, if baptism is regeneration,
every baptized person must of neces-
gity be saved, since regcneration
is the first act of the Spirit of God
upon the human soul, which must be
followed by other acts of power till it
terminate in the salvation"of that soul.
Grace is indefectible, once in' Christ
in Christ for ever. ** He that hath
begun the good work will perform it
till the day ‘of Christ.” With this
view [ canoot see that I could coun-
scientiously use the office for baptism
as set forth in the Book of Common
Prayer. But waiving the service, the
act itself as far as regards infante is un-
scriptural. There is no analogy be-

tween circumecision under the Law and |

baptism uonder the Gospel. The
former was Abrahamie, not Mosaic,
and had to do with the national bless-
ings of the Jewish people as the seed
of Abraham; whereas baptism is the
typical death and burial of the belie-

newness of life. There is not a single
converging poiot between these two,
and it is a very remarkable fact that
there is not a solitary instance pro-
duced, or direction given respecting the
baptism of an iofantin the whole of the
New Testament. Those who advocate
the system and endeavour to base it
upon Secripture, ouly do so by begging |
the question, and in fact one instance

rectly the contrary point, viz.,the case

of the Phillipian jailor, for it is imme-

militates against it, He not presenting
Himself for the ordiance till he was,
thirty years of age. From these con-
siderations, and after much delibera-
tion, [ heartily desire to join your ravks
and I trust that the Divine blessing
may rest upon the step that I am
taking, and I would solicit an interest
in your prayers that the Lord may
make me very useful in promoting the
glory of His name among that body of
Christians with whom I henceforth
deem myself happy to be asssociated.”

This address was listened to with
close attention and evident sympatby
by a large congregation containing not
a few Churchmen. The reasons are
such as canuot fail to carry weight, we
would fain hope they may carry con-
viction to many minds and induce a
like honourable and Christian course
of action. In tke midst of impressive
silence and stillness the ordinance was
theu administered, and thus a farther
testimony, more eloquent than any
words, was borne to the only apoatolic
baptism by the immersion as a disci-
ple of one who has for many yeairs
been a teacher and administrator of
another rite substituted for it by tra-
ditions of men.

e Do
For the Christian Messcnger.

A SUGGESTIVE CONTRAST,

““ The Baptists in this province are about
19000 strong. We number 170 churches ;
but, sad to say, vearly 100 of our churches
have no pastors. We need at least 50
ministers to-day to supply vacant churches
and destitute fields. Several large and im-
portant churches are pastorless, and a great
many small.ones. I wish you could induce
twenty or thirty good, earnest, faithful
Baptist ministers to leave England, wiere
the supply is fally equal to the demand,
and come to our shores. The Hume Mis-
sionary Board, of which- I am Correspond-
ing Secretary, would be glad to employ a
large number of earnest men. We should
either appoint them to mission etations or
labor to secure their settlement with vacant
churches. If you can aid us to obtain a
supply of faithful men, we shall be under
lasting obligation.” Extract from a lelter
of the Corresponding Secretary of N. 8.
Baptist Home Mission Union, in London
Baptist, 19th uit. , .

*¢ This certainly looks like business, and
may encourage some of the churches who
are anxious to obtain the ministry of the
word.” Comment of Editor of Christian
Messenger on the above. : .

¢ (3.) That the churches should, as soon
as possible, become self-supporting, by the
employment of the gifts of their members,
and by their practical regard to the Lord's
command, that **they who preach . the
gospel should live of the gospel.”’ Exlract
from the Instructions of the Foreign Mis-
sienary Board to th-ir missionaries (o Siam.

** When every church had its licentiatee
in large pumbers, when every man who
possessed the qualifications demanded by
the New Testament, was called to the ex-
ercise of his gifts, when religious meetings
took the place of amusements which now

| draw away 80 wapy ol the unwary, we

multiplied beycnd all example. So it is
now in Germany. Tne httle church of
seven members, orgapized and carried on
upon these principlcs, has spread from Ham-

diately recorded after the mention of | Purg t the borders of R“f"“,‘f and now
the baptism that he believed, rejoicing" numbers its churches and stations by hun-

!
with all his house. Can infants be |
said to believe or to rejoice ? There

intended to follow, and not as it is made
to doiu the case of the infant to precede

dreds, and their converts by thousands ;
and this work Las been accomplished by
the use of such gifts and graces as God
gave them, iwproved as they were able to-
improve them.. The Karen and: Burman
missions farnish a similar example. For

faith. * He that believetk and is bap- | ® series of years these mis-ions seemed al.

tized shall be saved.” Note the order,
believing first, therefore they must be of
sge to receive instruction, and then,
when their minds are enlightened by the
Holy Spirit, to comprehend the way of
salvation, baptize them. On the ever
memorable day of Pentecost, whean 30 -
000 were brought out of the trammels
of Satan and gained to the kingdom of

Jesus, Peter said, *“ Repent and be

baptised in the name of Jesus Christ,’ I

and at was added, ** Then they
received His word were baptized.” *1It
was the same inthe case of Cornelius
and his party, the Lord opened their

" hearts to believe the word spoken by

Peter, and upon that faith they were
baptized. So in the case of the Ethio-

“pian, Philip preached unto him Jesus,

the work spoken proved to be the good
seed, sown on good ground, his mind
receiyed the truth, h: was willing to
stand forth a ehampion for Jesus, and
as he journeyed on he came to some
water, and apxious to give an outward
testimony to his inward faith, he ex-
claimed. * See, here is water, what
doth hinder me to be baptized.” Now,
pote the answer of . Philip, * If thoa
belivest with all thine heart thou may-
est.” There can be no real Baptism
into Christ apart from a liviog faith in
Christ. Infants are ineapable of re-
ceiving this faith, and therefore not
the proper subjects for baptism, and I
would add that the example of our

" _Lord Himeelf, which is the highest

authority we can have on this subjeet,

that |

most stationary. As soun as we began to
call to the ministry and ordain ali those
who seemed endowed with suitable gifts and
christian graces, the missions arose and
burst forth as though revived from the dead
and are at the present moment, 8o far as
I know, the most flourishing of all the mis-
sions to the heathen. Brethren, are not
these things deserving of seriousreflection ?”
Dr. Wayland's Principles™and Practices
of the Bapisis p 56. '

It comes then to this. While the
Secretary of our Foreign Mission Board
is preparing parting instructions for
the missionar es about to leave us, in
which, with distinciemphasis, he enun-
ciates the pringdfle that mission work
among the heathen cannot be considered
successful, if it does not result in the
formation of churches that shall become

self-supporting and self-perpetuating

before the lapse of a long period of

 received the folluwing amounts from friends | .
' at North Sydoey N. S., and vicinity to-

time ; the Secretary of our Home Mis-
sion Board is writing a letter to be pub-
lished in England, setting forth facts to

show that the Baptists in this provinee,

fQ,OO() strong, have at length come in-

to such condition that they cannot per-

petuate themselves, and appealing to
the benevolent on the other side of the

ocean to place us under a lasting obli- |

gation by coming to our relief, or by
sending fifty ministers, or if so many
cannot be found, twenty or thirty, to
care for the desolate churches amon

us. Here is certainly a painful and
humiliating contrast. e do not blame
the Home Mission Board for this state
of  things. the ardu-

We ::pnona
ousness of the - that they have un-
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lin‘ received toward outfit from
g Friendsat Billtown, Berwick. N.S. $326 00

dertaken, and admire the heroism with
which they are grappling with it. We
would-not wish to prevent any minister
leaving the country, if he can do better
elsewhere ; and we think it best that
occasionally men should come in from
abroad to labor with us. But surely if
it is good doctrine that the nineteen
thousand christian Karens should de- |
velop their own ministry froms their
own churches, it must produce weak-
ness in us to depend on any foreign |
supply. If we are in an abnormal con- |
dition, it may be necessary for the time
to resort to extraordinary modes of re-
lief. Buat we have evidently departed
from the right way at some point.
Who will show us where that way is,
and lead us back intoit ?
v DYKEMAN.
Forzign Missions.
For the Christian Messenger.
OUR FOREIGN MISSION.
To the Editor of the Christian Messenger.
Be kind enough to insert in your columns
the following amounts received by me for
“our Foreign Mission:
Isaac Healey, per Rev. George
Armstrong, N.S. . ... . § 600
Jos.-Bancroit, Bridgetown, N. S. 200
Evoch Chute, Aylesford, N. S,
per Dr. Tupper. This is w0
support a patjve preacher in
Siam, provided one can be ob-
R L. PN
I. M. Currie, N.B , per Rev.Wm.
B o s ek 100
[saac Bunnell, N. B., do. do. 4.00
Quarterly meetirg at Collina Cor-
nor, N. B., do. do. 6.34
Collection at Farewell Missionary
meeting and Bruseell Street
Church, St. John, per Rev.
Mr. Everett:—A. McDonald,
&4 00; J. J. Bostwick, $10 00;
Capt. Jaecob Frits, §10.00;
Mrs. Lee, §5 00 . Eliza Fulton,
&2 00 ; Henry Hatfield, §1.00;
A. B. Morse, $100; Mary
Jane Sterritt, $100; Alice
Roberts, §0 50 ; Rev. J. Ban-
croft, §2 00 ; Samuel Hatfield,
€200, Miss H. C. Bayard,
$2.00 ; Capt. George Marsters,
(per Rev. Mr. Curry), $50.00;
Moses Low, (per Rev. D. A.
Steele), $4.00 ; Cash £106.03. 200.53
North Chureh, Halifax, N. 8., per
S. Selden, £34.23; less mis- :
sionaries expenses, £14 00. . . 20.23
Granville St. Church, Halifax, N.
S., per S. Selden, $39.70; less
missionaries expenses, §1400 25.70
W. F. Armstrong, per Rev. Wm,
R R ETNE Y 519
Church at Indiap Harbor, N. 8.,
per Mr. Isaac R. Skinner. 9.00
Received per James DesBreay,
Charlottetown, as follow :
From Danl. McKinley, §3 24
3 25
—6.49
“ North River Church, 35.04
¢+ Collection at Mission-
ary meeting. . . .120.00
* Cnurch at Cavendish,
REkMal . . 110
*¢ Church at Charlotte-
town, P.E I.. . 10.91
“ Wm Crawford . . 100 185.08
Legacy from the late Jno. Olding,
Eeq , Truro, N. 8., per Rev.
o0 Sl s .S
Received per Mr. A. J. Stevens,
Wollville, as follows :
From Margaree, C. B., Baptist
Choreb. -, + . . 228
¢ David Sinith, Mabou,
R e v BN
“ Ww. Fiizzel, do. 500
¢ Joseph Hunt, do. 100
¢ Alex. Pushee, do. 1.00
‘“ Mrs Richard Potter. 3.00 53.53
Received per S. Selden, as follows:"
From A young Lady in
Granville Street Chureh, :
. . s s 220
¢ James G. Rose, Mar-
garves, N.8& .. . 100
** Miss Rachael Downing,
New Apovan, N.S. . 1100
*« Bible Class, North
Cuturch, Halifax, . 400 2850
N §637.10
Yours truly, ,
Z. G. Gager, ‘
Treasurer F. M. B.
St John, N. B., Oct. 4, 1873.
I appended the following :

Rev. Wm F. Armetrong reports buingg

wards outfit, . ., . -, . . $303 74
DUNATIONS TO GENERAL FUNDS,
F mmVChureb at Lower Graoville,
Bl - & B
* Joseph Halfyard, N. S. .
“ Kentville, T,
** Mrs. Capt. Higgins
s MuldAle .. J .

SO
BEEZEL

' §314 99

Rev. Rufus Sanford reports hay-

Rev. G. Churchill reports hav-

ing received from Hebron Chureh,
Yaimouth, N. 8 , towsrds outfit. $310.60
Yarmouth Chareh. . . . . . 15000

$460 60

- DONATIONS® TO FOREIGN MISBION.

From Milton, Queens Co., N. 8. $11 02
“ Liverpool, N.B, . . , . ' 873
¢ J. B. Calkin, Liverpool, NS, .10 00

-

** Church at Harvey. NNB.. . 700
** Beaver River, N.S. . .. 320
“ ChurchatDighy, N 8 . ., 306
¢ Charch at Hill Grove, N. S. 515
‘ Great Village, N. 8. 6 00
§500.76

Z G. G.

Sr. Jomy, N. B., Oct. 10, 1873.
Dear Str,— , ¢

Allow me to acknowledge in your columns
the following sums received by me for our
Foreign Mission : —

From Mrs. W. V. Barbour, St.
Jous. M. B . v v

‘ Mrs. Jackson, do. do. . .

¢ David Stewart, 2nd Falls, St.

George, N. B., for Bible dis-

$ 500
100

tribution in Siam. . , . . 500
¢ Church at Windsor, N. S,
per Rev. D. M. Welton. . . 3450
“ Woman’s Missionary Aid
Societiesof N.S., and P.E 1.,
per Mrs. M. R. Selden. . 361.54
$407.04
Ycurs truly,
Z. G. GABEL.

The Christian g}lc}%ﬁmgm

Halifax, N. 8., Oct. 16th, 1873,

BIBLE UNION ANNIVERSARY.

We have received the following re-

port of this Anniversary from our
brother, Rev. J. W. Wilmarth :

The 24tk Anniversary of the Ameri-
can Bible Union was held in New York
at Dr. Anderson’qjchurch, the 1st Bap-
tist, Oct. 1. Dr. Armitage was re-elect-
ed President. It wasa very strong and
good meeting. Many very able speak-
ers addressed the Union. One of the
best was Dr. Cramp of Nova Scotia.
No clearer or pleasanter exposition of
the true principles of Bible Translation
was ever made. We wish Dr. Cramp
would write out the substance of it for
the Messenger. Dr. Angus, one of the

the Canterbury Revisers attributed

that whole work and the prevailing |

sentiment in Christendom ia favor of
Revision, entirely to the work of the
Bible Union. Dr. Conant in noble
simplicity‘ avowed his great governing
principles’ To give us in English just
what God says and as He says .—
Other speakers were the President,
Drs. Wilkins and Stovel of England,
Drs. Jefferey, Fulton and Rev. Mr.
Dawson of New York and vicinity,
Dr. Catheart of Philadelpbia, and Dr.
S. F. Smith of Boston.

—Acorrespoudent of the Nutional
Baptist in giving a report of the above |
meeting refers to the speech of Dr.
Cramp as follows : :

I was greatly interested in Dr. J. M.
Cramp of Nova Seotia, author of - History
of the Baptists.” A man of small statare,
erect as a trained soldier, with long white
hair, and a very engaging and vivacious
manner, be briefly and simply enforced
these thoughts . '{he prineiple of abeolute
fidelity of translation without any regard
to any other consideration, i (1) Ciear to
common sense. (2) Demanded by simple
honesty, (3) Protestant. (4) Christiap..
He had, he said, ever been an adberent of
the Union, and now, fur the first time on
its plpﬁform. renewed it.

Tﬁ&gnme writer says :—

Two English brethren were present—
sirict Baptists at that—men of mark and
delegates to the Evangelical Alliance. One,
the Rev. Charles Stovel, of L.ndon, is 74
years old, yet a vigorous thinker ; and as
a speaker he quite captivates the audience,
He has a counténance which wonderfully
expresses the varying sentiments of his
words ; and his power of condensation and
forcetul putting of things is astonishing in
a man his yeare. [e i a veteran in the
cause of Pure Versions—one that braved
obloquy in defending it against the assaults
of the Bilble societies, long ago. He came
to us with a ripe experience of God’v good-
ness ; and his words of cheer and coynsel
moved every heart. ’

Rev. Joseph Wilkins, of Brighton, ¢poke
well. He isa man in the prime of life,
He told us that strict Baptists are more
res‘rected by others for their consisténcy ;
and that lovse views and practice had done
immense mischiel to English Baptists.

The following is an abstract of the
Anoual Report, which will exhibit the

work of the year and the present state |

of the enterprise.

* Christianity is the offspring of faith |
in the diyine inspiration, and conse-

qnent sanctity, of the sacred Seriptures.
This fact accounts for the hLigh regard
which the godly cherish for the faithful
translation aud cirenlation of the Word
throughout the world. 4

It was this eulightened conscicntious-
pess on the part of the founders of the
American Bible Union, that originated
and sustained their enterprise.

The same sensitiveness to the claims

rule by which every contract binds its
translators and revisers : -
~ * The exact meaning of the inspired
text, as that text expressed it to those
who understood the original Scriptares
when they were first written, must be
given in" corresponding words and
phrases, as far as they can be found
[in each laoguage], with the least
possible obscurity or indefiniteness.”
No relaxation of this rule bas ever
been authorized or permitted.
Propositions of various” kinds have
been made to the Bible Union to mo-
dify the application of this rule in par-
ticular instances. Also requests have
been been made to allow other bodies
to publish some of our translations
with alterations to suit particular views.
The uniform reply is, that the rule
expresses  the priociple of the Bible
Union, and the Union cannot sanction
any violation of it. T
A Spanish scholar of some eminence
has requested the use of the Bible

Union translation of the Gospel by

Matthew in connection with his eom-
mentary in that language. - This re-
quest has been granted.

Another scholar applied for the use
of the Union’s English translation of
the Psalms in connection with a com-
mentary of great note. This was
granted, and the Psalms are thus pub-
lished.

Every year brings with it testimo-
nials of equal weight to the value. of
the Bible-Union translations.”

‘* The circulation of its books has
greitly increased.

The international Series of Sunday
School Lessons created a great call for
(G enesis.

Sunday School Notes to correspond
with the Lessons 6n ~Matthew were
prepared for the Union by Rev. Frank-
lin Johnson, D. D., and bave met
with a high appreciation on the part of
Sunday School teachers and pastors.

"Similar Notes from the same well-
qualiied pen are under preparation
for the Lessons in Exodus and other

-books of the Old Testament, designated

for the first half of the year 1874, and
the text is in press from the pens of
Drs Hackett, Mead, and Bliss.

The Books of Joshua and Judges
are pritted and ready for circulation.
Joshua was revised by Dr. Bliss, and
Judges by Dr. Hackett, and both were

prepared for and passed through the

press by Dr. Bliss.

Isaiah is in progress from the pen of
Dr. Conant.. A considerable portion
in type was laid before the Ulnion for
examipation.”

** Forty-nine thousand, nine hundred
and sixty-seven bound copies of sacred
Scriptures have been donated to church-
es, Sunday schools, benevolent organi-
Zations, missionaries, and other indi-
viduals within the year.”

“Six buodred copies of Spanish
Scriptures have been donated to Rev.
Thomas M. Westrup, missionary at
Monterey, for circulation in Mexico ;
and one hundred copies to the Ameri-
can and Foreign Bible Sociéty for
circulation in New York city.” ;

“A. pumber of copies of sacred

Scriptures in Spanish,ltalian, Germaa, .

and Welsh languages, have been dis-
tributed.

Nuwerous extracts of interesting
letters from wissiouaries, and the offi-
cers of benevolent ipstitutions appear
in the report.”

“Three bhundred and fifty dollars
bave been remitied to the Missicnary
Uuion for printing the Teloogoo New
Testament.”

“Rev. D. L. Brayon, D. D., writes
from Rangoon, requesting aid to pre-
pare the Bible iv Pwo, and print it for
the Pwo Karens.”

“ Aid bas been rendered to the re-
vision movement of the Convocation
of Canterbury by the donation of re-
vised Scriptures to a unumber of the
revisers employed by that body. Much
good is anticipated from the enterprise.

Although very many of the improve-
ments made in the Eoglish vefsion
by the Bible Union are fre-ly adopted

. by the Canterbury %evisers, the Union

wust still continue to lead the vanguard
io the war agaiust error, unril the prin-
ciple of absolute faithfuluess in the
translation of Scripture is universally
adopted and carried out, and the world
be filled with the knowledge and love
of God.

The gross receipts of the Society
slightly exceed those of preceding
years, amounting to the vicinity of
sixty thousand dullars. The expeudi-
tures exceed the receipts by more than
four thousaund dollars.

Decided progress has been made in
geuneral prosperity and usefulness ; in
the growth of revision views and the
fpopohdtyd the cause ; in the number

of duty prompted the enactméat of the

 of churches and individuals countribut-
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