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THE CHRISTIAN MESSILNGER :

.—CONSPIRA(IY AGAINST THE
PUBLIC SCHHOOLS.

———

There are now thirty Roman Catholie |
“parnchinlmzhmln" in Brooklyn, all es-
tavlished to withdraw the children of Ro-
manists from our public, schools. They
are to be increased as fast as possible,—
How many there are in New-Yurk City we
know not, but the Church his the same
poliey here that it has iu the neighboring
city, and, \in fact, throughont the country.
The Jesuits recently opened, in one of our
wards, a new and costly edifics for the pur-
pose. They had freviously arranged with
the families of nearly a thousand children
to have them taken from the public'schools
in the ward, and marched with banners to
the new building. The long procesgion
was led by priests, but the little tellows, as
they passed their old schovl-house, could
not restrain their American teeling, and
gave three cheers for the deserted place,

This bad work is going on all over the
land ; and 1t begcgmes American citizens to
judge of the bearings of Romanism on our
social und political life by such indications,
The design is, evidently, to breuk down
the most approved, most salutary provigion
of American civilization wnd policy—the
{ree public-school system. They will show
that it is devoted tn Protestant children
alone —though thiey themselves will be-re-
sponsible for the fuct. They will then in-
sist upon a dwision of the school funds he-
tween the'r ecclesiastical schouls and the
publie, or (as they will call them) Protes-
tant ones, or demand the abolition of the
whole public education. They have said
and done. enough already to show thatsach
is their aiin.  But they have been fairly
admonished ; the American reonle are too
sensible not to have perceived their policy ;
and there ecclesiastical foreigners will yet
have to learn that they are on the wrong
side of the world for their tacties ; that this
is not Europe, with its medizeval obse-
quiousness to priestly dictation; and that
they nssail in vain the greatest fortification
of American liberty and public order—the
common-sehool.

The American people have been thinking
of these things for some years, and bave
pretty gencrally settled some three propo-
sitions on the subject. First, that as edu-
cation is essential to the very life of a free
commonwealth,thelState hasan indefeasible
right to secure it to its subjects. Second,
that with vur form of government and the
cquality of all religious lefore the law,
the publie edueation wust not be tramweled
by any religious partialitics whatever; re-
ligious training wust bhe left to fawmilics,
their Sunday-schouls wnd churches, Thiid,
that taxation [ r the support of this indis-
peneable interest of governwent must. like
taxation for other public peces-ities, be
general and lwpartial, and that no ecclesi-
astical or other prétcu» oo shiall enuble the
citizen to evade it.

These postulates are fundamental in
Awerican public hife, and the foreign ec-
clesiastics, who ure aiming at the ruin of
our publie cdueation, will not be allowed to
gainsay them.  If they chose "to establish
schouls for their own c¢hurehly ends, they
must do so with the distinet understanding
that they are not to cluim the funds of the
State fur them, nor withhold for them the
taxes ordained by the State for the common
welfare o this us in other wmatters, Let
them ponder this fact well, for on this rock
they will be wrecked in the coming coi flict |
which their defiance of the profoundest sen- |
timents of the Awerican peaple is hasten-

| most mtolh;,ent Prote~t.anta would not wish |

the rcligious opinions of their children to
be tampercd with by the young, inexper-
enced instructors of these schools. They
hold this training to be sacred to their
families, their churches, and their Sunday-
schools.  Protestantism has
provision for it in these means.
s has not, then Romanism is alone re-
eponsible for the deficieney. Instead of
violence to a great public means of enlight-
enment in wholesome secular knowledge,
or of claiming a division of the public funds
appropriated to this purpose, Roman
Catholies should go to work to progide in
their families, their Sunday-schools, and
their church services, the training supple-
mentary to that of the “public schools,
which Protestantisin 8o abundantly poss-
esscs  This is the proper, the only ad-
missible remedy for their alleged grievan-
ces.’ v ok
Meanwhile we admit frankly that the
public education does damage their cause,
a8 they uffirm ; but the fault is not in the
public education—sit is in their cause it-
sclf. Kree speech injures their cause in
this country ; but_would they claim that
this freedom shall be restricted by law ?
Our free press impairs their mediaeval
ideas and traditions, but will they have us
shackle the press? The free
doubtless a wighty powcer agaiust them,
and yet it says nothing against them : it
discusses not their dogmas, Tt

competent
If Roman-

ischicf
to thew is that it is a fountdin of light
that the purely recular intelligence it im-
parts sirengthens the ccmmon-sense of the
people, and dispcls from the popular mind
tegendary beliefs, traditional superstitions,
and obecquious delerence to priestly au-
thority in watters of opinion and consci-
ence. llence Romanism does lose vastly
in thie country. It would have, to-day,
ten millions .of population here, its: journ-
als tell us, if it had been able t retain
its accessions by immigration alone;
thorities, not half that number ; and the
Eaptists and Methodists singly exceed it
in adherents, Its losses in the nation are

indeed marvellous ; and they are marvell-

American thought.

The common-school doubtless exerts
much of this power, though without a
direct word on the Romieh peculiariti-s.
Every free and enlightened -interest of the
country exerts it more or less, Popery is
the product of an obsolete age; every

tacitly, if not openly antagonistie to if.
The rationale of all its recent disasters in
Earope, and its cintinual losses in this
country, is seen in this one fact. But
this fuet its ecclesiastical authorities will
not see. They insist on reversing modern
civilization ; they assume an astonishing
audacity in the attempt ; they proclaim
new dogmas which the age can honestly
treat only with Indignation or sarcasm.
They declare the du;,lua of the Imwmaculate
Coneeption of Mary, of the Infallibility ol
the Pope, and all the preposterous postu-
lates Yot the Syllabus. They revive the
debusing legendary miracles and pilgrimeges
of the middle ages. And here in the new
werld they dare to lay hands on the most

sacred iuterest of the l{cpublic-—lhqblic
schivol, « It is, in fine, & cetermined fight
between the durk ages and the nineteenth
century. But the contest is desperate for

Romauvism, There ecan be no doubt of the
issue, whatever calumities wmay attend the

ing on.  Their elnim will be met at tlnol
point with a resistance and an indignation |
which will be paticnal and overwhelming |
1L will make a crisis in their history in the
New World.

The Romanists ulleze the importance of |
religious training as the reason for their
opposition to the publie schiools, We all[
adwit its importance ; the strongest advo- |
cates of the common-rschools me the best |
advocates of  religiwus training,  With |
theurit is not a question whether there
#hull be religiops training, but where it
shall bLe. 'l‘hrj dosist that it eannot be in |
the common-schaal, and that it should not
be there even if it could, The few hours I
a duy spent hy'the child there cannot affurd |
opportunity for the scentific recitutions :
wnd religiops training besides. - Religions |
ceremonies or lessons th.re mart neecssuyis |
ly be of go cursory and superficial a c¢ha-
racter us to deprive thedPol nmpremvem-*u '
and value. Many il not most of the teach~ |
ers wust necvssarily be erude io their relis
gious ideas, and incompetent for any safe
theologioal or religious training ol children
Many of them will be likely to have theo-
logical opinions which parents could unot
approve.  Evidently the common school
is not then the place for sueh training, and

o\

\

' told by the nun of Puray-le-Monial. His

course of the contest, T' e disasters of the
Church in Germany, Switzerland, ltaly,
Spaio, and Brazil sLow not osly tl . inten-
sity of the cunflict, but its.inevitable results
We do not fear then for our public schools
finully ; we believe that the attempt to
break them down will be attended by cne
of the most disastrous reactions against
Pupery of wodern history, But Gur con-
filence in their final sulety urises from their
| timely delence by publie opinion, especially
the p .blic press. — N, Y. Method st.

- - -

TUE BRITISH PILGRIMAGE.

The Eoglish and Scoteh pilgrimage to
Parry-le-Monial is over. It is now one of
the fucts of 1873 to which the future histo-
rian will point a8 a spasmodic ebalition of
Romish superstitution, or as a sign of the
spreadiog inlection of that superstition in
its mest irrational forms. The numbers of
the pilgrims have been cousidirably exag-
gevated, those leaving England via New-
haven being under 600, and the total under
800. The sermon delivered by Archbishop
Manning on the eve of the pilgrimage, has
bien sharply eriticised ; and he has been
asked whether he himself believes the story

school is.

ous proofs of the leavening power of

whereas it has, according to its best au-

peculiar atiribute ol modern civilization is_

——

reply is cautious, as his sermon was, and :

commits him only to the credence of the
nun’s own eincerity, and the subjective
reality of the visions she reported.. The
most ardent Protestant may admit as much
without believing that the visions were di-

vinely voucheafed, or were an actual pre-
sentation’ of the Saviour’s person to the
feminine devotee.. The phywicul part of
the theory the Archbishop does not meddle
with—the pretended contact between the
Redecmer’s heart, ** more glorivus than
the sun,” and the heart of the visionary ;
but he well knows, tl,atJuag as in the mat-

“ter of images and 1elies, the less educated

of the Roman Catholic laity will be sure to
take that view of the wonder which is most
gross, and therefore most calculated to
excite their superstitious and semi-idola-
trous vencration, It is the cld distinetion
between the esoteric and the exoterie doe-

trines —the one for the initiated aud the
other for the vulgar—with the inevitable
result of intensilying all that is most valgar
in the multitude, and all that 1s most fitted to
hinder their growth in true knowledge and
spiritual understanding. In the mind of one
like Dr. Manning, who cannot entircly di

vest himeell of his old Protestant impres-
siong, there must-be something dissatiat)iri;
in sucha display of intellectual prostration

His sermon exhibited = great “effort to
throw around the pilgrimage the halo ol
sacred asseciations not In any way connec:
ted with it: and any qualms he wight feel
would be controlled by the remembrance
that Papal credit was at stuke, Mary
Margaret Aleogue having been raiscd to the
rank of ** Venerable ” aud ** B ested,”” and
destined, as wany deem, to the full dignity
of cannonized saintehip, The Marquis of
Bute did not accompany the pilgrime ;
But this was probably owing less to seruples
than to circumstances. A relative of mine
was in Jerusalem some years ago, where
the Marquif had just been crawling over
the ** holy places” (most of them’ perfect
shams) upon his knees, saluting them with
kisses. ' Our Punch makes fun ol the pil-
grimage, or rather the pilgrims, by a draw-
ing, in which an aged pilgrim, dressed in
his wayfaring attire, is contrasted with the
pilgrims to the shrine of the French nun,
who are stepping into first-class railway
carrigges—though it is now said that the
gentlemen allowed their eervants to ride in
first-class carriages, while they occupied
the second-class—no great mortification, if
the report is true. It is an indication of
the ub:quity of the modern prees, that the
only full accounts of the pilgrimage given
to the general public, have proceded from
special news paper coriespondents, whowere
Protestants, and who found their task far
lees perilous than the work which devolved
on their collengues, who bhad to inforw
Earope coneerning the progress of the lat
great war.

THE WAY TO HEALTIIL,

[f a woman desires to retain the poss s
sion ol a healty orgavization, she mwusi né
rewain inert and idle three-fo rths of the
time. The women who sit down by the
fire to ¢ keep quiet ” and muse over nove s
while their physical health Erows delieate
day by day, and the wind morbid froim
fack of exercise and occopation, ave more
to be pitied thav the overworked wowen ol
the land, who rise eurly in the moruing
refrerhed afier sweet sleep and with glow-
ing cheeks, quick step and glowing muscle,
begin the task of* the day. ‘The workers
live longer and enjoy more than the idlers.
Women expect men to exert themselves,
and rain or shine togo forth w arduocus
labor, and encourage them not to waste
their time and swength by praising what
they aceomplish. Why not adopt the
same plan in_ refcience to themselves,
therefore ? rhat it'would work well there
can be little doubt, for health and bappi-
ness can  suvely be attuined by cheertul
activity,

-t

A correspondent relates that in Austria
unless & man ean prove to the mayor and
cour.cil of the *fown in whieh he wus burn,
that he'is able ty support a lamily, no cler-
gyman is ullowed w warry bhim,

-

The friction of two minds of a superior
claes will educe from euch other mueh fioer
thought than eith.r cculd have produced
alone.

- - e e—— -

A hdy may nlwnu judge of the estima-
tion in which she is held by the econversa-
tion which is addressed to her.

- ——

It is best not to dispute when there is

| w0 probability of convineing.

| Lo night,

PR AR

Qnrrwpnuﬂmc.

g,

For the Christian Messenger.

EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE CON.
FFRENCE AT NEW YORK.

NEw Y"r& Oct. 4, 1873.
My Dear Sir,—

I propose now to give you a brief ac-
count of the proceedings of the Conference
of the kvangelical Alliance at this city.

The Conlerence was opencd on Tucsday
evening, the 2ad inst.;the Hon. W, E.
DovGe presiding.  Assoeiation Hall, where
the mecting was held, belongs to the Young
M:n’s Christian_Association.
about 1500 pertouns.

It will seat
On this oceasion the
Bck of the
stage, among hangings of flowers and flags
were arranged wmottoes.and names, In the
center was the motto of the Alliance,
** Unem corpus sumus in Clristo,” with
the dutes ** 1846”and ¢* 1873.” Below this
was anvther motto, ¢ In Necessariis Uni-
tas, In Dubris Libertas, In Omnibus Char-
itas,”  Around these were ranged the
names of Calvin, Luther, Edwards, W vcliffe,
and Knox. Aboveall, upon the.folds of the
American flig, was the N. S, national wotto,
¢ E Plaribus Unum+” Uypon the balcony
was the Greek word *¢ lethue,” and telow
it that o} ** Bunyan ” Opporite, upon the
orzan, the vame of * Wesley” was placf(d.
At the foot of the “hall appeared the old
Christian emblems, the letter I placed upon
wn X, with A to the left and O to the
right. Flags of the different nations eov-
ered the entire frout of the galleries.

The IHall was crowded to excess, and
bundreds were unable to find seats.  Very
deep interest was manifested, sometimes ap-
proaching to enthiusiartic escitement.

Alier an appropriate address by the
Chairn.an, the Rev. Dr. Apans was ealled
on to welcome the delegates on behalf of
the Christians of the United States. Your
readers will peruse that address with high
satislaciion. (See first page). Replies
were given by gentlemen of varioue coun-
tries. o

Lord Avrrep CHurcHILL presented a
document bearing the greetings of the Lon-
don organization of the Alliance, and ex-
pressed briefly his pleasure at being selected
for that purpose. and his thankfuluess for
the kind reception accorded to himselt and
his brother delegates.

Dr. Stovenron, of London, (Congrega-
tionalist), lollowed in a very cheerful and
eloquent etrain. Ile seid : * As 1 entered
this hall to night 1 leard a gentleman
whisper in wy ear: * This, Sir, is the
grandest mecting that Lield for
This beats she (BErumenieal
[Lnllgll(('l ] \\‘l'“, 1
began to think ot it, und I found that that
gentleman was about

bhall was clegantly decorated.

has  been
ages and ages,
Council at Rome.'

eorreet—as  Aweri-
cans generally are when they express their
opiaions, [L wighter |- Why, as [ thought
I rewembered that the (B uue nicy) Coun-
cil was nothing but a gatliering together of
the mewhers of a single church, and that
the wost sectarinn clurch in esistence ;
whereas we to night represent all kinds of
Cheistien Clurches—those chuiches being
distinguished a1l of them, more or less, by
the true spuit of Catholicify and when we
look ut it i this way | think we nay say
this mecting Veats the (Berumenieal Council
[Ap;lause | We do not veet
nor shall we meet together dur-
ing the sitting of the Conference, to sctile
any great eeclesiactical questions or to pro-
pound-any dogma,

ul Rume

We slall only weet
together thot we may freely express our
deep eonvietion “in regard to these truths,
which, as Protestunts aud Catliohie Chris
tinns, we all may oley,

His remarks on the nature and import-
ance of Christian Union need not be quo-
ted, Al the spcakers adverted to that sub.

‘j(ct ench In his own puuliur wiey. . As

one syid this movuing, Uniformity had been
tried in vain, unanimaly Was uh.xllumu”e.’“

o _doye to the Lovd and of the brethiven,
was not ouly possible, but was actually
manifisted on this ¢ ‘asion,

tev. Dr, Fisen, of Paris, «xlrnned in @
letlm.5 mauner his delight end cowmfort. —
* He hud honrd people sy that the "k van-
gelieal Alltance was not a practical  thing
but he thought that it was vee of the moct
praciical measurcs that eould he dev'sed.”

Rev. De, Dornee, of Boerlin, relerred to
the absence. of distinguished wen of his
own country, vecasioned by death or sick-
ness,

Rev Dr. Carisrues, of Boonn, said :
“ The German delegates, especially in
speaking in your own tengue, in whieh 1
feel like young David when he tried to
march in the armor of Saul. We lave had

%bul unily—=the unity of fuich in Christ and™]

-~

time to see your great country, and it has
given us an everlasting impression, which
we shall carry home and which will prove
very profitable in the great work of our
lives. We bhave come here to further the
ohjects of the Evangelical Alliance, and
each bas also some separate object. One
wishes to examine your jinstitutions, ano-
teer your university life, your methods of
preaching, the results of Christian liberty.
You krow very well that Germany has been
for ages in some peculiar measure & coun-
try of spiritual troubles. © We bope here
to be strengthened in our faith by your
sympathy and by the firmness of your faith.
Having this joyful conviction we hope that
Protestantism will ever be invincible
against all buman error. I know that
there are many persons who believe that

‘greater unity will come from this gather- 4

ing, and are offering up their prayers fi
this.. I know that there are times—and
this is one—when Germany can also forget
the other Germans ard extend their hands
to our French brethren.” He then ap-
proached Dr. Fisch, the French delegate,
and they shook hands, amid the ¢ deafen-
ing applause’ of the assembly, the gentle-
men shouting huzzas, the ladies waving
bandkerchiefs, and everybody overborne by
excitement.

The Rev. Comen Stuarr; of Holland, the
only delegate from that country, alluding
to that fact, observed that though he was
alone he was not alone, for they were all
one in Christ.”

The appearance of the Rev. Naravav
Sursuapki; of Bombay, once a‘high caste
brabmin, and a pantheist, but now a
christian and a christian minister, excited
great curiosity. e was in his native dress,
and wore a white turban. 1 give you the
report of his speech, from the Tribune .—

Mg. PRESIDENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN :
[appear to you this evening in a somewhat
different position from my* dear brethren
who bave preceded me. I appear as one
of your own fruits. 1 have heard many
propf;ecy that the missionary ‘enterprise
was a failore. My appearance amoog
you gives the lie to thatrumor. [Applause.]
Instead of that, it has been a success—a
success not only in my own case, but a
guccess in hundreds and thousands of instan-
ces in my own land. There was a time
when we had very little life among us. If

Eogland wes getting old, India had been

dead long, long before that. But there
has now been a resurrection in that country,
and we hope the time is coming when we
shall have a resurrection through the
whole length and breadth of that country.

' 1 came to this Alliance with the greatest

expectations, and I have’not the slightest
doubt that these will be realized ; not

- becauee 1 believe in the power ef sympathy

or that [ believe in‘accidental circumstances,
but I believe in the Bible and in its high-
est virtues. 1 am full of the most glorious
hopes. In my country we bhave been
divided into various sects—the Brahmins,
the Warriors, the Mercantile, and the
Servile Classes, but it was in the mind of
our Fathber in Heaven that, as He was One,
His children should be one, and his heart's
desire is that we should be bound together
in one bunble of love. [Applause'] We
hope to unite nations upon bpations, ' and
individuals innumerable. How is that to
be realized? By carrying out the ohject
that our Association bas in view, We hope
that uuity is not fo be accomplished, but s
already accomplished, There was a time
when the wmissionaries were not allowed to
sct foot upun our land, but thgy bave per-
severcd until wum{ers have been accom-
plished, It scems to me that the Evan-
gelical Alliance has that end for, its great
wish, It is not necessary that we should
all be wissiinaries or ministers to carry out
that end, but only that we should all be
one in the Lord Jesus, When [ go to my
land [ will carry this’ blessed truth with
me. | was told when I left there that I
would find cartes here as there are there.
I shall tell them by and by that though
there are in some respects castes, yet they
are all one in these grand eternal essential
truths of salvation. _

Cuaries Rexp, Esq , M. P, was the
last apeah r, and his ohservations were ap-
propriate and well received.

Il shou!d have said that the Dran or
Canrersory, (Dr. R. Payoe Swith), read

a letter at the commencewent of the meet-
ing, addressed by the Archbishup of Can-
terbury to himsclf, and expressing his high
appreciation of the ohjeets of the Alliance,

Dr. Angus, Rev. C, Stovel, Drs. Parker

and Stoughton, and many more, of all de-
nominations, are here. | bhave been de.
lighted with the renewal of former ae-
qninum More next week.
Yours truly,
J. M. Crane,
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