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For thc Christian Nlessenger,

OUR HOME MISSIONS,
TERS, &o.

LET«-

We had hopod to finish what we had to
say on the subject of Home Missione before
beimg compelled to stand persomally in our
own defence.
Home Missionary Society has felt it his
duty to attack us, we are foreed to reply.
It i said that a-young barrister asked the
lawyer with whom he had studied, what
he should do when he had a bad cauee and
and no arguments to use. ‘* Abuee the
opposing counsel,” was the reply. We
suppose this is a general custom with the
gentlemen of the long robe, for it really
seems a8 if the Treasurer had brought the
practice of his former profession into pre-
sent use. 'The fact is, as we think, he has
written too much for the good of his cauee.
His own language places him in an wncom-
fortable position. And to break the meshes
he has woven for himeeit he raps us rather
severcly. We are a little sarprised at this,
for in his letter of Feb, 17, he states :—
« My purpoee in this series of letters, is to
invite the deliberate attention of the Bap-
tists Churches of Nova Scotia to a calm
review of the whole subject.”

As we explained, in the laet iesue of the
Messenger , about the line omitted from the
quotation we made, we need say no more.
We may add, however, that when the
Messenger came to hand we noticed the
omiesion and expressed to several friends
apr annoyance. For the quotation ns it
appeared did injustice to ite author by
makiog him a unionist, and it put individ-
wal opinion in the place of public senti-
ment. * It was an unfortanate emission ”
—but net ** cn the part of the writer.”

After the explanations that have been
made we cannot fairly be charged with a
lack of eandor. In fact, we rather pride
ourself on being frank and outspoken,
meaning what we say and saying what we
mean. The faet that the printer made us
give Feb. 10 instead ol Feb. 17 as the date
of one of the Treasurer's letters, was a
matter scarcely worth & passing reference,
for we quoted the language of that letter
corrcetly, We think there must have been
‘“a paucity of better material” atv that
time. But the I'reasurer’s inexpressible
astonishment was caused by our saying—
“ {rom his statement we learn that the Nova
Bcotin Baptist Home Mirsionary Society
neminally cxists, but really isdefunct ;" In
his lest letter be says— ** unfortunately
for the Cor. Secretary, 1 have said nothing
of the kind, nothing to warrant his ocen.
clusions.” ‘We did not say that he made
this statement in 50 mapny words, llence,
to wse his own language; he has been
‘* attacking aund confuting  statements
never made.” We, therelore, complain of
the phrascology used in this part of his
letter, tor it might lead some readers to
suppoee that we had made a false statcnent,
We did no such thing. But has the Trea-
surer said ** nothing to warrant " eur *‘con-
clusions "' Let us eee, It is utterly use-
less to bandy words, One may amsert and
the other deny, and nothing will be gained.
We merely invite the deliberate attention
of the public to the following statements
and facts, and we shall cheerfully accept
their decision.

1. The Nova Scotia Baptist Home Mis-
sionary Scciety ** is something more tham
& were voluntary Association of Christian
philanthropists—it is a body corporate, and
all its operations fall within the legul
established principles applicable to Associ-
ations so situate.”
Nov. 27, 1873,

2. ** The delegates. to the Association all
speak and vote, 8o far a8 my experience
goes, just as in the Aececiation, su that the
Boeiety itsell is subsiantially mothing more
mor less than the two Aseoeiatiors trans-
acting cheir business by a Buard of Maua-
gers who meet annuully wulﬁn\ono of theom,”
&ko. J. McCully, Messenger, Aug. 21,

1872
3. In a former letter the Treaeurer told

ws that these two Associations were an in-
eorporated body. But in hie lest, he says
the word ** incerporated * was ** a slip of
the pen.” We accept his explanation.
Now he says—** and yet, though not lile.
rally incorpurated, those two Assoviations
for the promotion of the Home Missionary
operations are perhaps substantially so."" —
J. McCully, Messenger, April 9, 1873,
4. The Comstitution of the Home Mie-
sionary Soviety gives the qualifications for
hip, and, of course, only members
should void.in its meetings. Bat the Trea-
ewrer of the Sceciety tells wa that ** the

But as the Treasurer of tho

J. McCully, Messenger

ddegatos to tho Auocmtnon ¢II :poak and
cote.” No one will presume to say thatall
these delegates to the Aseociatiom have a
right te vute in the meetings of the Ilome
Missionary Society under its present con-
stitution, No paine seem to have been
taken to know who were qualified to vote
and who were not. The greatest irregu-
larity has undoubtedly prevailed in the
meetings of this Society.

5. The Society ‘ was intended to be a
substamtial organization apart from the As-
sociations, and now but for the Aesociations
would bave lost ite identity,” &e. ** Out-
side the two Associations and the Board of
Managers there is practically no Society—
no dollar & year members.” J. McCully,
Messenger, Aug. 21, 1872,

0. The constitution of the Associations
will not permit any one to be a wember
unless he is in good standing with a Bap-
tist Church. The constitution of the Ilome
Missiomary Society allows any persens to
become a member by the annual payment
of one dollar to its fands. How, then, can
the Society be the same as the two Asscci-
ations? llere we are tuld the Society is
an incorporated body—that it is the same
ar two bodies that are not incorporated,
and whose eonstitution is entirely different
from its own—that persons vote in its
meetings who evidently have no right todo
so—that it was intended to be independent
of the Associatioue, but is now dependent
upon them for existence. Now we ask if
it requires any one to ‘‘ seem smart,’” to
come to the eonclusion that ** practically
the Home Missionary Society does not
exist " ls there anythimg illogical or uw-
fair io the inference that we have drawn !
A mumber of delegates may form them-
selves into ‘‘a voluntary nesociation of
christian philanthropists,” and appoiat a
Board of Management. The Board may
do a good deal of Llome Missionary work,
and report ycarly, But the Board and the
Aesociation that appointed it are not the
Nova Seotia Baptist Home Missionary So-
ciety. They are mot incorporated. The
Society ts—were we not warranted, then,
in saying—*¢ the Home Missionary Seciety,
therefore, according to the Treasurer's own
shewing does not * practieally ' exist?"
We think we were,

The Treasurer takes umbiage at the
following sentence which he quotes from
one of our letters ;—** and again we are
told that an attempt to change the present
methods of working, is but an act of
spoliation und the laying on of Vandalic
hands.” We did not state that Ae used this
language. But the whole drift of his let-
ters from first to last—if language means
anything, and is not as Thomas Carlisle
says, givem to men toconceal their thoughts,
—i8 in this direction, and awaking the
thought we have expressed. We are wil-
ling to abide by the decision of the public
on this point aleo.

We hope we shall not be forced again
into yersonal defemce. A controversy of
this kind is not agreeable to us. We pre.
fer to finish the work aesigned us by the
Board, and then to answer any ohjections
that may be raised agniost the Union,

G. E, Dar,
Cor. Sec. of Unien,

———— - — — - ———

A IACEDONlAl APPEAL:

¢« My heart was hot within me; while I
was musing the fire burned ; then spake |
with my tongue ™  ** The harvest truly is
great ; but she laborers are few.”

It is on behalf of Cape Bretom that [ now
write, and it is cspecially, though not ex-
clusively, to our young brethren about te
graduate from Acadia and Newton or at
least to go forth during a long vaeation to
labor for Chriet, that 1 appeal. What
think yous;-what say you, my brethren, of
the present dearth of Buptist Ministers on
Cape Breton lsland? And when [ rpeak
ol the destitution of Baptist labor, would
that I evuld say other evamgelioal denomi.
pations have their stations fully supplied,
but their staff is by no mcans equal to their
oppertunities.

Fucts, my brethren, are stubborn things.
Ponder o few of them bearing on your duty
in June next. There are (welve Baptist
Churcles, larger or swaller, on this lsland
at the present time, and two pastors, one of
whom is our venerable and beloved Father
Richardson, now well.nigh past active la-
bor. True, in three of these churehes
there are Licentiate brethren pf good gilts
and luboring with some cfficiency on the
fabbath ; yet even those brethren see the
imparative necd of other and additional
laborers whero they are loeated. In Mar-
garee Vulley, at North Sydoney, and Mira
Bay there are, numerically, large churches,

several houses of worsbip, nuwmerous sia-

tnona and good congmgatlom, as Brothcr
Stevens,who spent last summer’s vacation in
Margaree, Bro. Neily, recently of North
Sydney, and Bro. Spinmey of Mira and
Cow Bay can testily.

But our smaller and feebler churches
should be sapplied and nourished. Then
aleo at our mining centres, whieh are now
rapidly becoming populous and important
places, we should have preaching statiens
established and true miesionary labor per-
formed. At Cow Bay we have a large and
attractive House of Worship, a geod con-
gregation and a few noble-hearted church-
wembers, At Little Glace Bay a Hall is
rented for prayer and preaching services by
our brethren residing there, who aleo libe-

| rally contribute towards the gupport of the

Gospel.

At the New Mines which Mr, Gisborne
has reeently opened and has already got
imto flourishing operation, the writer of
these lines has, since Janwary, held a
monthly Sabbath morning service with very
gratifying prospects. Shortly at these new
collieries a fine hall, capable of accommo
dating four or five hundred persons, and
free on Sabbath to all Evangelical Denomi-
nations of Christians, will be ready for
eccupancy.

Port Hawkesbury, from its situatiom on
the Strait of Canso, and especinlly in view
ol Eastern railway extension must be an
important place. Sball our commodious
House of Worship, eur Parsonage, church
and congrcgntnon at Hawkeabury be for-
saken,

In truth at least seven men from our
ministry are needed on this Island now ;—
one at Iawkesbury and Mabou ; one at
Margaree and Baddeck : two at the North
Sydney field, including the stirring sea-port

of Nerth Bar and Boularderie lsland ;|

one in the cxtensive field of Mira ; one at
Cow Bay, Glace Bay and the Gisborne
Mines ; and last, but not least, a good
Gaelic man at West Bay and St. Anns, in
each of which latter places is a small and
young Baptist Church.

Now, if not all, how maeny of these fields
will be speedily supplied even temporarily ?
Who will come to the beautiful and thick-
ly populated valley of Margaree, who to
Hawkesbury, who to the inviting field of
North Sydney, who to Mira and adjacent
collieries? Who, who are not otherwise
engaged ? Who are willing to hear the
Cape Breton calls, and to say, ** Lord, here
am [, send me ?”

Why has there been such a stampede of
our ministers off Cape Breton Island during
the last five years? 1 koow that failing
health has had te do with this departure,
and in one er two instances justified a
change of settlement. But here let me say
that, on the testimony of personal experi-
ence and mere especially of Physicians on
this Islund, a more healthy climate, except-
ing for those afflicted with lung and “throat
diseases, need scarcely be sought or desired
—no really oppressive heat, no extreme cold
prevailing on Cape Breton. .

[las the ‘¢ bread.and-butter question "
given practical alarm to some of our Minis-
ters who have been settled on this leland,
or deterred others from coming and inclined
them to listen to other eall? On this
point it would be great injustice to omit to
say that very few ot our country churches
in Nova Scotia or New Brunswick support
their pastor and family as nobly as North
Sydney Baptist Church, Cape Breton. It
should also be added that our other church-
eson this [sland, although the most of them
are as yet missionary stations, support the
gospel abroad, and at Aome, when they
bave it, with neble liberality aceording to
the measure of their werldly prosperity.
Again, if I bave not misapprehended the
Seorctary of our Missionary Doard, they
are ready and anxious at the present tiwe
to asume the pecuniary responsibility of
all missions on Cape Bretom, temporary or
permanent, which they can appuint or se-
cure. Assuredly the financial inducements
to come and labor on that Island cam not
now be less than & few years ago; for un-
doubtedly Cape Breton is just now entering
on a career of remarkable busivess enter-
prise and commercial prosperity. And not
ouly will capital and enterprise and me-
chanical skill here develop large resources
of wealth, but will certainly attract ) many
parts of this Island & rapid increase ol
populatien,

Shall nos cAristian enthusiasm and pros-
perity advunce preportionally with woridly
soal and commercial sucoess ?

My dear brethren in the Baptist Ministry

what are your persumal convictions of duty

in this watter? Have yau none? - Ab
think again, and pray again "for Divine

ghidance.

Are our Missionary Boards and any
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other -embera of our . churches at theu-
“ wits’ end ” to know how onr destitute
fields can be supplied? Ob let us, instead
of despairing, er of attempting to import
ministers from Mr. Spurgeon’s College or
other foreign sources, let us return to the old
paths, let us act under the power of the
truth that we have the samo resourceful
and eovenant-eeeping Ged to whom to pray
for laborers as in days gene by, and let us
expect that He will dircet us to look to our
churches, families and congregations at
heme rather than abroad for the needed
sapply of * faithlul men, able to teach
others also."”

Brethrem, it is ¢ high time” for us ‘‘to
awake out of sleep,” that Jesus be no
longer wounded by us, his truth retarded,
souls perish and their blood requmd at
our hands.

Sydney, March 27tA.

- S G A OG B e

e For the Chlristian Messenger.

A man may cry, Church, church, at every
word,

With no more picty than other people;
A daw’s not reckoned a religious bird
Because it keeps a-cayviug from a steeple.

Mr. Editor,—

Of the sentiment embodied in the verses
quoted, how many illustrations do we find !
Oue is seen in the case of those who sub-
stitute Church for the cause of Christ,
“ The Church " is their stand-point. They
acknowledge only one body of Christians
~—that to which they belong. All others
are sects, Schismatics, out of the fuld,
These should be reclaimed, and restored to
a condition of safety. In what does the
safety consist, or what is required, in
order that it may be assured to the secker?
He must regularly attend upon the services
of the ehurch, Lle must faithfully observe
the forms and ceremonies enjoined. le
should partake of the ** Holy Communion.”
He must live a woral life, and a religious
one, too, after a certain type. It is but
seldom, under some ministers never, that
the noophyte hears that the new life, such
as the Christian lives, begins with & new
birth, although one would seem necesearily
involved im the other; but seldom that he
is told that we are all by nature so corrupt,
that we must become new creatures—a
new creation—before we can offer an ac-

ceptable service to God. Unless the life is’

such in 1ts origin, and in its character, the
erying of Chureh, Chureh is of but little
avail. One would be no less safe were he
to belong to any of the sects, which he is
taught carelully to shun.

But there are others who eay Church,
church, to as little purpose, and with less
exouse, These professedly have small re-
gard for forme amnd ceremonies, Their
creed is, ‘‘a epiritual rehgion,” ** a con-
verted church wembership.” They hold
that good works, and the fruits of righte.
ousness, are the result of a change of
heart, and & new natare. Their theory is
sound and seriptural. They may even go
further, and hold that the Word of God is
the only rule for the faith and practice of
Christians, that ¢radition is ol no force ;
that the Fathers are no authority ; that
the customs of the church, as observed in
former ages, are necessarily to be fullowed.
To the ** Bible, and the Bible alone” is
their appeal for the doctrines they hold,
and the practices they ebserve. All this is
well ; it is, as Chillingworth expresses it,
the true ** Religion of Protestants.™ If
held aright, and pwperly acted upen,
nothing more could be devired.

But here again some are oontent to cry,
Church, Church, They waintain the true
faith, its foundation is the Oracles of God
alone. The correctness of the creed can-
not be questioned. Such a faith must cer-
tainly lead to perfection of Christian
character. Does it? Oh! that it were
always the case. Ow the contrary it is
not cven certain that those who hold it are
indisputably more coneistent in their con-
duct, more blameless and correct in their
l/‘gu than the class before described.

Both of the clasecs specified may be alike
guilty of the same fault, namely, that el
questioning the spiritual state of inlividwal
wombers of their respective communities,
or of others. The lives of such individuale
way beconsistent, their conduct irreproach-
bale, their seal for religion ungquestioned,
their lubours in its behall wuremitting,
And yet they enjoy not the cemfidence ot
their brethren. It has beem whispered
that they entertain some religious opinions
at variance with the church to which they
are uaited, that their secret sentiments are
not in accordance with their professed
beliefs. In vaio do they disclaim all het-
erodox opiniens, In vain do they act im
wnison with their brethren in all the meas.
ures concerted for the common esuse, Ia

' exertions counteracted and lost.

| is it that they are denounced, and their
| ueefulness marred ?
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spite of all, they are regarded with sus-
picion and distrust.

Their influence is undermined, their ex-
By whom

It is by those, who,
when argument fails, resort to disparage-
ment of motives, as a substitute—a poor
resource whenever resorted to, but. wholly
unworthy of those who profess to be gov-
erned by Christian principles—those prin+
ciples, of which the very basis is the
charity ¢ that thinketh -no ewl.” - I nsk
again. By whom is it that the injury de-
plored is occasioned ? It is by those who
ery, Church, Charch, the loudest, and who
do perhaps, but little else to prove their own
soundness in the faith. For beimg required
as they seem to think, to look »o sedulous-
ly after the ‘¢ vineyard” of their neighbors,
they have no leisure to take care of ¢ their
own.” Or shall we represent it in a dif-
ferent manner, amd say, that being com-
scious of their own deficiencies, they mea-
sure others by their own standard ?

But te return. According to the doe-
trine of the Great Teacher we are to judge
of tha character and principles of persons,
‘“by their fruits.,” Or as it is expressed
in the sententious distich of Pope, which,
though sueceptible of an wnfavourable im-
terpretation, contains much valuable
truth.,

“ For t;nodu of faith let graceless zealots
ght
His can't be wrong, whoese life is in the right.’

ANON,
March 31, 1873

- oty @ O ———

., For the Christiun Messenger.

ABOUT THE MINISTRY.

The good Doctor wsed to say to usup in
the College Library, and as he bade us go
forth to life's harvest field, ‘¢ Be sure and
gather honey from every flower.”

From Beecher's ¢ Yale Lectures, on
Preaching,” we * gather " the following ;
which may be of sorvice to those who have
not the ** Lectures.”

Speaking of a call to the University :—
- ¢+ ] do not think that any man hawa right
to become & Christian Minister who is not
willing and thankful to be the least ot all
God's servants, and to labor in the humb-
lest saphere, 1f you would come into the
ministry, hoping to preach such sermons as
Robert [all would have preached, you are
not fis to come im atall.”

“If you have a deep sense of the swecet-
ness of the service of Chriet, if you think
that the saving of a single soul, would be
worth the work of your whole life, you
have a call jand & very loud call. X call
to the Christian Ministry is along the
line of humility, and love, and sympathy,
and good sense,” &>,

Speaking of desiring an important place
and a good salary, &o,, and of Bushnell in
Qbhio, and the dificulties under which he
began his winistry there, and the ultimate
success that attended it,—and is not the
history of Christian effort crowded with
such examples :—** Now | want to know
what success Bushuell would have met
with, if he had put on broad cloth and had
questioned and parlied with the people,
eayitg, * how much salary will you give
we,’ orif he had beon above settling down
there, [ believe that the word of Christ is
the best charter of every Christian Minis-
ter, ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness, and all these things
shall ,be added unto you,' And, * There
is 00 man that hath left house and land,
&o., but shall receive a hundred fuld in
this world," &. There is nothing that
wakes salary so fast as not to care for it,
and to put your whole life and soul inte
the work of God's ministry, 8o that mem
feel at the very bottow of their hearts thas
there is @ man whose only aim is to serve
God and to suve them.”

“If you want to stay in a place, be
willing to leave it. * He that would save
his life must loose it, and he that will looee
his Lito shall save it Disinterested love
and faithfulness are too rare and precious
for wen nos to appreciate them. |f you
are perfectly willing to leave your people
to-morrow if they want you to, they will
know it. If you are over anxious to stay,
they will kmow that too, and be influenced
by it."

’Spe.tking of the elewent of love, being
cosential to faithfulmess:

** When you kindle into full sympathy

‘with God and wan, you can say anythimg

you please to thew. Thus the Apostle
Joho, io rebuking the church of Ephesus,
bethought him of all the good things he
could for their encouragement, and then
brought in the rebuke having prepared the
way for it.' * Nyvertheless I have some-
what against thee.' It is out of this spiris
y
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