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Shristian )essenger, 

“HALIFAX. N. 8., MARCI 26, 1873. 

TEE TEACHER. 

HIRLE LESSONS FOR 1873. 

NpaAY, March 30¢A, 1873, 

sview of the past three months. 

The Creation ssssecesse Gen, 1 1, 26-31, 

In BUdeDesso scons ninie Gen, il. 16-21. 

The Fall und the Promise. Gen, iii. 1-8, 18, 

Cain and AbelissasiiiniGon iv, J 10. 

Noah and the Ark..veseslen, vi 13-18. 

The Bow in the Cloud. . Gen, ix, 8.17, 

Confusion of Tongues...Gen. xi. 19, 

“The Covenant withAbramGen. xv, 1.7, 

9. liscape from Sodom. .es Gen. xix, 15-26, 
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10, Trial uf Abraham's Faith.Gen, xali, 7-14. | 
11. Jacob and Beil .eo vee Gon, XXVILIGA0| 
12. Jacob al Bethel TILER) Gen, xxvill, 

10-322. 

Gorpex Trxr.—'* For whatsoever things 
were written aforetime were written for 
our learning, that we, through patience 

and cowfort of the Scripture, might have 
hope.” Rom. xv. 4. 

Er t————— 

Remarks, — Lesson I.—The distinction 

between creation and formation, Men can 

change the form, position, eto., of that 
which exists, but cannot create. God's 

right to mam and the whole universe, and 

God's sovereign power over all, are involved 

in the fact of creation. The dootrine of 

creation is thus at the foumdation of re- 

ligion. The Bible shows its divine origin 

by the way im which is begins. 

Man, the highest being of earth, comes 

last. All else was made for him, and he 

needs all else. Geology bears witness to 

the same general advance, from ohaos to 

completion, whioh is herein described. 
Says Hugh Miller, the eminent Scotch 

| party, doing ite hateful, wicke 

Geologist,  ** One of perhaps the most 

deeply interesting departments of the great | 
Britivh Museum—the wonder of the world | 3 
~is that noble gallery, consisting of 5 pledge to follow the wrathful flood, and a 

suite of roows, opening in line, one beyond | 
the other, which forms ite rich storehouse | 
of organic remains. 1 ask whether (of 
course, making due allowance for the laxity 
of the terme, botanic and zeclogical, of a 
primitive language unadapted to the nice 
tice of moologio or botanic science) the 
Mosaic account of creation could be ren. 
dered more cssentinlly true, than we 
sotually find it, to the history of creation 
geologically ascertained. If, taking the 
Mosaic daye as equivalent to lengthened 
periods, we hold that ia giving their brief 

histery the writers seized on but those 
salient points, that, likes the two great 
lights ot the day and night, would have 
arrested most powerfully, during those 
periods, a humen eye, we shall find the 
harmony of the two records complete.” 

Lesson 11.—Man the highest creature of 
earth, was made in the image of God, as 

to his ratiomal mature, his simless charac. 
ter, and his position of headship. Ch. i. 
27. This kinship with God, as a moral 

being had ita possibilities of evil as well 
as of good, but the state wae iteell good 

and only good. To the state of wan eor 
responded his place, a park of pleasure, 
for such is the meaning of the phrase, 
** Garden of Eden.” But pleasure for sin. 
less man was mot indolence vor freedom 
{rom responsibility, ** To drees it, to keep 
it," was the duty of action. There was 
also restraint, the duty of mot doing all 
that inclination might dictate. Ot ene 
tree the fruit was not to be eaten. luis 
thus ever, at least in this world, There is 
work to be done, there is restraint to be 
imposed upon notion, And it is ever, as 
it was then, our bliss lies only in the path 
of duty,~—of obedience to God's will, how. 
ever pleasant it may seem to turn aside, 

‘natures than had they. 

Lesson 111.—W hat might have been, we |! 
may conjecture. What has been, and is, 
we koow. The history of the world ie 
ouly the stery 
Of man's first disobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, 

snd of the counter work of ** that great 
Man" who became a mew ‘‘-Head of the 
moe.’  I'wo problems, mever yet sottled, 
meet us in this lesson. lst! Why does 
God permit evil in his universe?! 2d. 
How came a sinless being to commit sim ? 
But these are rather questions of specula. 

~ tion, not prastical, Beth facts, vis, that 
evil existe, and that sinless beings have 
tallen into sin, are taught us and are practi- 
eal. And when we see that pure natures 
like our first parents under the most favor 
able outward conditions sinned, we ought 
10 tako the mere earnest heed and feel more 
deeply our own need of divine grace, sin. 
ful by mature as we are, and living in se 
atmosphere of sin, Fallen in Adam, we 
rise is Christ, 

Lesson 1V.<1n the 

~ the sinful fallen nature, the Satan part and 

story of Cain and 
Abel we see, in brief, what has been going 
om ever since the fall, On the one hand ie 

rh ———- 

d, ruinous 

work. ‘On the other hand in - the new re. 

deomed nature, the Christ part and party, 

doing ite lovely, holy, saving work, The 

world is divided into the Cain faction and 

the Abel factiom, -~ the deepest, most 

thorough division that can be made, an 

eternal separation. And in this story we 

see how promptly God began to act in 

saving man, Though Christ did not die 

till four thoweand years had passed, yet 

the effecte of his death begam to be known 

at once. Souls were redeemed, not by the 

blood of such animals ae Abel offered, but 

by that infinitely precious blood of which 

the blood of animals was the appointed type. 

Lesson V.—And now, beéheld, how the 

ous flood. How dreadful is depravity, 

working such horrid, wide spread ruin, 

working on from bad to-worse, till it 

threatens to drive God and goodness out ot 

the world. But even in such a mass it is 

possible for a man on whom God has a 

hold, amd who has a hold on God, to keep 

himeelf separate, Noah etande there 

preaching to the world, and to all genera. 

tions, the dootrine that it is not needful to 

go with the multitude to do evil, One 

man against the world, having God on his 

side, cam conquer, 

Lesson V1.—The world is fall of types 
and symbols of spiritual realities. The 

visible opens to sight the invisible eternal 

realities, llenee, the Bible all through 

it, lays hold of the things of mature to 
teach us by ther the supersatural, And, 
henee, the bow in the cloud is God's pledge 

of mercy,~his covenant pledge. Standing 

related te the storm as it does, following 
is, and formed by the light which is the 

eymbol of the pure, the true and the good, 
as it falls on the falling drops, it ia a happy 

beautiful pledge of God's covenanted mercy 
to his children, 

Lesson Vil.—No were outward power 
can change the heart, The grace whieh 
the Holy Spirit working inwardly makes 
effective, this alone can cleanse the foun. 
tain, [low clearly is this lesson taught ue 
in the story of Noah and his descendants 
immediately after the flood. Hew quickly 
was God forgotten! How soen came ano- 

ther gemeral streke of judgment—a judg. 
ment made needful for the world's good! 
Surely, men were not in those old times 
unlike the men of these days. We boast 
of our advance, our enlightenwent, civili- 

sation, and all that, But whatever else 
may be ours to boast of, we have no better 

Lesson V111.——God is merciful, ready 
to save ! How he comes down, and meets 

sinful man, watehes over his chosen ome, 

takes him under his care, makes a way for 

him. Abraham believed God, and #0 be. 

same, not the Saviour, but ** the father of 

the believing.” His Saviour end our 
Saviour is one and the same. The blood 

of Christ, not of offered animals, saved 

him. We become God's people through 
no act of Abraliam or eur fathers but 

throagh & personal union with the Lord by 
an act of faith, 

Lessons 1X-X1I are so fresh in mind 
that no suggestions can be needed, 

Questions. What is it to create? 
What has God created ? What was man 
todo? What not todo? What isstitu- 
tion now in existence was founded in Eden ? 
Hew long did wan continue sinless ? What 
promise was made to Adam and Rve im. 
mediately after the fall? Were they saved 
through the promised Seed ? 
What is the story of Cain and Abel? 

Did they both inherit a depraved mature? 
Why was one accepted and the other re- 
jected? Do such thioge still occur? 
What was the flood? Why seat? Who 

was saved ? What promise 10llowed ? Ita 
token? Were men all holy after the flood ? 
What was the confusion of tongues? Wh 
was it? Are men better now thun them 
Who was Abram? What is a covenant? 

What has that cevenant to do with us? 

THE CHRIST 
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IAN MESSENGER. 
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine 
just persons that need no repentance.’ 

Luke xv: 7, 
8. Peace, ** For He is our peace, whe 

bath made both one, and bath broken down 

the middle wall of partition besween us.” 

— Eph. ii: 14, ¢ Peace I leave with you; 

my peace 1 give unto you; not as the 

world giveth, give I umto you."”—John 

xiv: 27, 

4. Long-suffering, We do not ccase to 

pray for you, that ye might be strength- 

ened with all might, accerding to his glo- 

rious power, unto all patience and long: 

« And account that the lomg.suffering of 

our Lord is salvation.”—2 Pet. iii: 15. 

holden we wp, and thy gentleness bath 
made me great.'’— Ps. xviii: 35, * The 
servant of the Lord must not strive, but 

be gentle toward all men.”—2 Tim, ii: 

4. 
0. Goodness. ** Behold the goodness 

and severity of God: on them which fell, 
severity ; but toward thee, goodness, if 

thou continue in his goodness.”—Rom. xi: 
22, ** For the fruit of the Spirit is in all 
goodness, righteousnéss, and truth.” — 
Eph, v: 9, 

7. Meekness, ** Lay apart all filthiness 
and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive 
with meekness the engrafted word . which 

is able to save you souls."—James i: 21. 
“* Who is a wise man and endued with 
knowledge among you? let him show out 
of a good ecoversatiomn his werks, with 

weeknees of wisdom."—James iii: 13. 
8. Faith. ** The just sball live by faith,” 

—Gal, iii : 11. ** We walk by faith, not 
by eight."—2 Cor, v: 7. *‘ Watch ye, 
stand fast in the faith, quit yeu like men, 
be strong.”—1 Cor: xvi: 13. * The life 
which I now live im the flesh, I live by the 

faith of the Son of God."—Gal. ii : 20. 

0. Temperance. ** And as he reasoned 
of righteousness, temperance, and judg- 

ment to come, Felix trembled and said, 

‘* Go thy way for this time, when I bave 
a more convenient season, I will call for 

thee." Acts xxiv: 25. * Woe unte him 
thas giveth his neighbor drink, that puttest 
thy bottle to him,and maketh him drunken.” 

All in Concert, ** The fruit of the dpirit 
is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, meekness, faith, and tem- 

peramee ; against such there is no law."— 
Gal. v: 22, 23. “If these things are in 
you and abound, they make you that ye 
shall neither be barrea nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of omr Lerd Jesus Christ.” 
—2 Pet. i: 5.7. 

Fiust Tuner. ~(Joining Hands.) 

Love, Joy, and Peace you here behold, 

More precious far than purest gold. 

SnooND TuRER.~ (Joining Hands.) 

Long suffering, gentleness, you see, 
Aud Gooduess 100, A heavenly three, 

Tuirp Tunes.~ (Joining Hands.) 

Here's Meekuess, Faith, and Temperance 
Joined, 

Worth more by far than silver coined. 

ALL ToonTuRR,~(Joining Hands.) 

Nine pearls of price—nine jewels rare— 
Niue certain proofs of Heaven's heir— 
Nine fruits the Holy Spirit yields — 
Niue titles to Celestial flelds— 

‘May we possess the complete nine, 
And in our souls such virtues shine! 

A. P. Reynolds, 

Wouths’ Department, 

BETTER BE HAPPY THAN 
. RICH, 

Better be happy than rich, 
If riches br ng sorrow and Jain : 

Better te sew and to stitch, 
And enjoy the little you gain. 

Some people love to be thought 
The owners of thousands awhile, 

Aping what others have brought 
From the paths of honor and toil, 

Tell the story of Sedom. Of Abraham's 
trial, OF Jasob and Esau, What ad- 
vantage have we over men of those times ? 

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher, 
Seripture Catechism, 107. 

Sunpay, April Oth. —lmrael—Tho New 
Nawe,~Gen. xxxil. 24-30, 
rw  —_-ea we 

THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. 

A CONCERT EXERCISE FOR NINE GIRLS, 

1. Leve. ** Lot brotherly love continue.” 
Heb, xiii: 1, * Beloved, let ue love 
ome another ; for love is of God ; and every 
owe that loveth is born of God, and knoweth 
God. He that loveth mot, knoweth not 
God, for God is love." 1 John iv: 7, 8, 
2 Joy, “1 will rejoice im the Lord, 1 
will joy in the God of my salvation." 
Heb, iii: 18, “1 say unto you that joy 

Better be happy than rich, 
Af riches bring sorrow and pain ; 

Better to sew and to stitch, 
And enjoy the little you gwin, 

Honesty ever oan say, 
* | blush to meet no man,’ and why ? 

With conscience clear ns the day, 
He lives with contentment and joy. 

Better be happy than rich, 

Better to sew and to stiteh, 
And enjoy the little you gain. 

What is the position, if you 
Wake up every moroing to find 

Poverty grisning? How true 
That pride ean overbalance the mind. 

| If riches bring sorrow and pain ; 

Better be happy than rich, 
If riches brimg sorrow and pain ; 

Better to sew to stitch, 

Noble men ever ean see 
A something more worthy than gold ; - 

Goodness of heart unto thee, , 

| ‘And enjoy the little you gain, 

shall be in Heaven over ome sinner that 

AS A 8 SAT AAT AE WAP 

Has Leavenly joys to unfold, 

pS $NA WE DV 

suffering with jeyfulness.”—Col. i: 9-11. that was a great step forward, 

A. Gentlgness._ 1 Thy tight band Mh peer “pointed iron stick. Then | 

SMALL SEED, 

It is said that an old man named Cad. 
mus, in an old nation called Phoenicia, in- 

vented letters. Letters formed syllables, 
and syllables made words and wo reading 
and writing came into the world. 

Cain and Abel, Noah and Lot never had 
to learn them, which, 1 hope; you think 

is a pity. But they did not refuse or neg- 
lect to learn them. There were po letters 

in theft day. Between spoken language 
and written language was a long, long 
time, After letters were invented, words 
began to be written as well as spoken, and 

Knowledge was then put into books and 
kopt. The books were all written, At 

quills were used. Now gold and steel pens 
take the l¢ad of everything else. 
But writing was a slow way of making 

books—s0 slow, that there were very few 
made. No child bad a book. Children 
rarely, if ever, saw ene. 

Ever and ever so many years passed by ; 

when at last it entered into a man’s busy 
brain to print worde instead of writing 
them, This man went into the woods one 
day, and whittled some letters out of the 
bark of a tree. He took the letters” home 
in his pocket, inked their Iaces, and 

pressed a sheet of white paper om them, 
On taking it off there was the print of the 
letter on the paper. And thie small and 
simple thing to do, as it seems to us, was 

the little seed from which has sprung up 
and grown all the great printing-offices of 
the world, We never know what the 
smallest act may lead to. 
The man was a German, History quarrels 

a little about his real name. I think it 
was Gutenburg. luventors had not the 
chance of becoming known then as now, 
when the printed sheet spreads the know- 
ledge of everything good and weeful far 
and wide, almost as soon as it is known, 
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HELPING. 

Let's lend him a hand; the poor old 

fellow, he can bardly get alomg;” and eo 

they did. And the old man, with the help 

of the two lads, soon got his truck to the 
top of the hill, and then it was easy work 
after that. 

Are you a helper? Are there any who 
are the better for you ? and whose load you 
lighten, and to whom you are a comfort? 
Are you trying to lead any to God? We 
cam not tell what pewer our words may 
have, but ome day we shall know; and, 
if we are faithful, we may find wany souls 
won to shine as stare in eur crewn of re- 
jeicing, who might have been lost if we 
had spoken no word for Jesus. 

If you are not a helper, are you hinder 
ing? Does your ceurse of life: give gain 
to any heart? Does your example lead 
any into sin? Do those who are laboring 
for Christ ind you a hindrance ? 

Learn from these lads. Help ; do not 
hinder. Help the poor, the old, the ignor- 
ant, the ungudly ; help all you can, Do 
not spend time and strength in ein or folly, 
or selfishness. Try to do good for Christ's 
sake, ‘That is the true motive. They who 
feel what Jesus has done for them are the 
beast helpers. He died to save sinmers. 
May you be led by his help to be a helper 
for his sake ! 

Cn 
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GREAT QUESTIONS. ; 

There are only two worlds, heaven and 
hell. There are only twe sosieties. To 
which of them shall I be united? These 
are questions of infinite and cverlasting 
importance ; and yet how many there are 
who never put them to. themselves, whe 
refese to consider their spiritual prospects, 
and who satisfy themselves with the flat- 
tering hope, ** Perbaps 1 am in the way 
to heaven ; perhaps 1 may go there when I 
die.” Is it a watter which it is safe or 
rational to leave wpen a peradvemture ? 
** Perhaps God is my friend, perliaps my 
foe ; perhaps | may be saved, perhaps be 
leat ; perhaps | may sing with the redeem. 
ed, or perhaps howl with the lost.” You 
would not take an earthly journey without 
& knowledge of the way, il you had nota 
map to direct you. The Bible is our map. 
Ask yourselves, Have you a title to glory? 
Have you a meetness for glory? Have 
you anything in taste, or temper, or de 
portment congenial with heaven, or any- 
thing "that would render you umbappy 
there 7= Do not put this question away 
from you, do not give this question a hasty 
or superficial consideration ; but never rest 
satisfied until you are able to * read your 
title clear to mansions in the skies,” and to 
appropriate the apostolic doxology to your- 

J sw 

HOW TO GET TO SLEEP. 

There is a general persuasion that sleep 
is not so ready to be wooed and won by the 
present generation ns by eur fathers. 
‘Children of a larger growth need some 
sort of soothing syrup now, and doctors 
are often heard declaring that sleeplessncen 
is one of the most frequent, as well as one 
of the most distressing ailments, which the 
excitement of business produces, Now 
and then the newspapers, in their reports 

of coroners’ inquests, and other inquiries 

into the causes of sudden death, bear ous 

the charge against the nineteenth century. 

Men work quicker now than formerly, the 
waste in the system is more rapid; they 
toil under higher pressure. As a conse 

into the quiet restful condition of mind 
and body essential to sleep. “We have met 
with exceptions to this rule, cases in 
which men have been able to pass out of a 
whirlwind of excitement and almost instant 
ly sink to sleep; but these were the es 

ceptions, not the rule, Wellington, it is 
said, could sleep upon a cwmnon il neces 
sary ; oné of our judges had the reputa- 
tion for napping on the bench, and sum- 
ming up with admirable clearness after 
wards ; we knew of one popular .epeaker, 
who oan leave a meeting, either amides 

to terrify his adversaries within balf an 
hour ; and no doubt there are oceasional 
instances of men who #0 happily unite the 
phlegmatic and the nervous im their tem- 
peraments, that they have sleep well under 
command. 

On the other side, however, to this 
bappy group, rise the anxious, weary, irris. 
able host of the sleepless. The hours of 
their past day haunt them. How they 
might have put this point better; how 
they ought to have bought in or sold eu 
on 'Chamge ; how simple it would have 
been to have subbed Jones when he was 

impertinent ; how they have done the 

left undome the things that they ought to 
have done ; and bow it is now too late to 
act but not too late to regret, are like so 
wany mischievous sprites tossing and 
tumbling under their pillows, and laughin 
the fond delusion of sleep to scorn. This 
affliction has ita tragie side too, although 
we may jest about it in our waking hours. 
Take this sentence from Dickens o life as a 
case in point: ** I am sick, giddy, eapriei. 
ously full of disquietude and anxiety ; and 
am constantly haunted by the idea that I 
am wasting the morrow of a longer life,” 

Mr. Justice Willes to bis sad end. Ile 
could wot sleep, and the dread of doing 
injustice te any case on which he had to 
decide swelled at last into a horror of greas 
darkness, out of which he did not escape 
alive. We sigh in vain for tho narcotie 
ease of mind and body which made our 
forefathers ready for their cousehes at half. 
past eight; the curfew now no longer tolls 
the knell of parting day; it is the sigoal 
which rings out just when pleasure is at 
ite busiest, and when, by means of all 
wanners of false stimulants, we are seek. 
ing to forget she toils or disappointments 
of business. Preachors suffer from sleep 
lesenices, ae it is said, moro largely than 
any other class. Saturday and Sunde 
nights ure to thousands of them rough wo. 
unkindly Pp. into and away from the 
quiet resting-place of the first day in the 
week. It has been wickedly suggested 
that it is bard indeed upon them who cons 
tribute so largely to sleep in others, that 
the blessing should be denied to themselves, 
Probably, however, those preschers who 
send their congregations to sleep most 
soundly have the least difficulty, when 
their own hour comes, in following suis, 
It is the minister whe puts himself into 
his sermons, and speaks with every nerve 
in his head and every fasulty of his mind, 
whe finde it is hard to get the bow un. 
strung afterwards with ease and refresh. 
mont to himself. - The charge against the 
preacher of delivering sleepy discourses is 
a very old one, but we belive nevor less 
deserved than as present, Wo cannot say 
what court presching may be as a rule now, 
but the sermons of Dr. Macleod, Mr. Kings. 
ley, Dr. Caird, and Dean Stanley, 
could hardly suggest that those divines are 
the wodern tives of Dr. South, 
when he stopped short in one of his sermons 
to expostulate with a nobleman for enor. 
ing so loudly, and thereby runuing the risk 
ol wakiog his rg One ol the old 
Barls of Lauderdale, when se ill from wand 
of sleep aa to be threatemed with apd 
doath, was cured at the suggestion o bie 
som, & balf daft Ind, as it was generally 
thought, who had the wit to ory out from 
beneath the table, ** Sew’ for that he 
ing man frae Livingstone, for faither aye 
sleeps in the kirk.” ** The experiment of 
‘ getting» minister ill him,’ esnys Dean 
Ramsay, succeeded, and sleep coming on, 
he recovered” The Barl, out of gratitude 
for this benefit, took more notice el his son, 
oy attentiop to his education, and that 
y became the Dake of Lauderdale, after 

wards so famous or infamous in his couns 
's history, gun of od 

story reminds ue of Smith's 
recipe for sleep, which yp 
mate to read his own sermons by the bed. 

selves, — Rew. Patrick Thomason, A. M, 
A 
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Ried to produce the desired result, — Free 

cheers or hisses, and be snoring in a way . 

things they ought not to have done, and 

This-was also the misfortune whiok hurried 

got his ous 

side; and we are assured that this never


