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HINDMOST WITH THE STAN- 
DARDS. 

BY W. POOLE BALFERN, 

“ They shall go hindmost with their stand- 
ards.” —Num. 2: 3. 

What though the hindmost gees is thine, 
. And thou art in £58 rear 

This need not cause thy heart a pang, 
Nor cost thine a tear, 

The post of duty is the place 
Where oft the Captain shows His face. 

All cannot charge or, lead the van, 
All ean be brave and true; 

And where the Captain’s standards wave 
There's work for all to do ; 

And work from which thou way’st not flee, 
Which mast be done, and done by thee. 

Among the stragglers, faint and few, 
{. Thou dost thy march pursue ; 
“This need pot make thy hears to droop, 

The weak may you be true ; 
Through many a dark and stormy day, 
The Oaptain thus holas on his way. 

What though no shout of victory comcs 
To greet thy listening ear ? 

Nor voice of friends, nor martial songs 
Like wine thy spirit cheer ? 

0, let not sense thy faith begray 
For they are best who best obey. 

What though no foeman feel thy steel 
Where fame is to be won! 

Yet thou canst 1-nd a loving hand 
To belp the wu... don; 

Contentment, too, wii, gpread her feast ; 
Who would be great must serve the least, 

And when the Captain comes to greet 
Aud bring His army cheer, 

Not only will he praise the van, 
But smile upon the rear; 

And all who make His work their choice 
Shall see His face and hear His voice, 

-r 

Lord, from success, its noise and glare, 
Aud often shallow life, 

Guide me to where thy soldiers lie, 
Faint, wounded in the strife ; 

Give me a brother's heart, I pray, 
To watch and help the weak to-day. 

Religions, 
The following paper read before the 

New York Conference will have ad- 
ditional interest from the more rec: nt 

events which have occurred at Rome. — 

Ep. C. M. 
RELIGION IN ITALY. 

BY THE REV, MATTEO PROCHET OF 

GENOA. 

I have prepared two or three heads 
for my discourse, each one of them too 
long to go under the line of half an 
hour, and, desirous a8 I am to comply 
with established rules and to obey 
orders, I cut them oft, and without any 
introduction I will at once. enter iuto 
my subject, ** The State of Religion in 
Italy.” ; 
A very complicated state indeed it 

bas been for some years past, and is 
now so more thao ever. * The Roman 
Catholie religion is the religion of the 
State,” says the first apticle of the 
Italian Constitution, and in faet 25, 
000,000 Italians have been baptized 
by the priests, are on the priests’ rolls, 
and entitle lialy to the wame of a Ro- 
man Catholic country, But the shades 
of Romanism are sn many with ns that 
I feel it impossible to treat them under 
ove head. On the other hand, the 

Protestant efforts in Italy are also di- 
vided that, to be traly impartial and 
give you as accurate ap idea as possi- 
ble of the state of things, | must be 
satisfied with a series of panoramic 
views or tableaux, to whieh I take the 
liberty of eulling your indulgent at. 
tention, begging that you would bear 
in mind that over-squeezed things be- 
come rather bony and dry. 

L+Pirst comes the venerable look- 
ing pld man whom his adberents call 
the Angelical Vicar of Christ, the in- 
fallible representative of God on earth, 
Whatever he may be as a man, be is 
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basd who do their best to make up for 
the deserters by redoubled activity and 
bY their hyperbolical praises. 
‘Ml. The clergy as such, with few ex- 

deptions, have gathered themselves 
more closely around the Holy See, de- 
termined to stand or fall with it. You 
wahld say that they feel that the wreck 
is fast approaching, and as sailors, 
who in the moments of impending dan. 
ger cluster around the captain, ready 
to obey bis orders, sq they cling to the 
Pope. They take in Syllabus and In- 
fallibility, and seem to sacrifice more 
completely their own liberties, minds 
and consciences upon the altar of the 
church thao they did even in the dark 
days of the past, The old rivalries be- 
tween regular and secular orders, be- 
tween this and that monastic rule, are 
hushed to silence. Oue common foe 
is béfore them—Light ; they must put 
it out, and they are determined upon 

Does this mean that all the priests 
really believe all that Rome teaches. 
I do not think so. Some years ago 
9,000 priests signed a petition to. Pius 

.+ begging him, for the sake of the 
country, for the sake of religion, to 
throw off the temporal power. The 
Pope refused. ana the 9,000 priests 
teach that the temporal pewer is trom 
God. When Garibaldi entered Naples 
in 1861, bundreds of priests joined the 
liberal party, and, with little or no 
connection with Rome, said masses in 
churches assigned to them, Two years 
after, the Cardinal Bishop of Naples, 
reinstalled by Ricasoli, suspended a 
divige, and they all disappeared. 
Last Spring’ I was offered through a 
friend eight priests at a time willing to 

| throw away the collar if I would give 
a position, I refused, and those 

pts say waeses to-day. What does 
tuis prove ? That the race of Savana- 
rola is extivet in Italy; that we can- 
pot. expect a reformation from the 
Italian priests. Where is the Dollin- 
ger of Italy? Where is the bishop, 
nay the priest of some standing, who 
opposes the dogma of Infallibility ? 
Even France had her Father Hyacinthe 
~—Italy bad none. Father Hyacinthe 
lectured in Rome, created a momen- 
tary excitement among her people, hut 
the clergy, left him alone, or the few 
athereuts were such that uothing of 
any importance could be done by them. 
Yet convinced or not they work, and 
and how they do work! You may dis- 
approve of the end, you may condemn 
the means, bat you must bow before the 
devoted activity, the relentless energy 
displayed, Whether they be discour- 
aged or not by their repeated misfor- 
tunes is not apparent; they defend 
their ground and try to reconquer 
what they have lost with a courage 
and a perseverance worthy of a better 
cause, ‘The confessional, that power- 
ful weapon of Rome, wakes its in. 
fluence felt throughout the country 
from the steps of the throne to the 
shattered shanty.  Sccieties of all 
kinds, made to suit the tastes of every 
class, have been formed, and, like a 
spider's web, cover the whole wation. 
Salvation of souls— Beneficence is the 
motto in golden letters on the banuer 
floating outside. To bring the people 
back to the good old times is the ob- 
ject which the inhiated have in view, 

' Competitive dchiools are opened where. 
ever they cannot have the whole man- 
agement of the public ones, and in 
them they offer better instruction and 
beiter education, Their reasoning is 
simple and a comprehensive one ; let 
us have the women through the con- 
fessional, and the children through the 
schools, and the nation will be ours. 
We will still see better days for us, 
and they would see them, it is my full 
conviction, if they had only to fight 
agaivst human agencies, But there is 
a power mightier than theirs at work, 

God's own crown. Yet the 
may be a one, and will certainly 
be a terrible Let us not 

III. Clustered around the priests are 
the good Roman Catholics, the con- 
vinoced, the bigoted amd fanatics, re- 
croited unequally from the different 
classes. The nobility and the peasant- 
ry are largely represented in their 
ranks, and the women occupy quite a 
prominent position, while they are the 
most useful instrume There are 
many earnest souls amgng them-—souls 
that bave deep religifus wants-—and 
though perhaps not wholly satisfied 
with the Romish teaching and practice, 
yet they cling to them as the | 
anchor of salvation they know of. 
But how many also are there who 
alas, are superstitions without religion 
fanatics who would repeat to-mor- 
row the St. Bartholomew if they had 
the power to do it. | 

IV. Following these we find an 
enormous proportion of the population 
whieh, while it remains outwardly Ro- 

Lg wii Catholie, belongs really to the 
religion ‘oI don’t care, or is no re- 
ligion at all, if by religion we mean a 
pereonal knowledge of God and a per- 
sonal communion with Him. The 
are Roman Catholic by birth, and con- 
sider it their duty to belong to the 
church of their fathers. Habit, indif- 
ference are sufficient chains to bind 
them. They would by no means build 
the stakes, and théy would not go to 
them either were they ealled upon to do 
as a seal of their religious belief, Ask 
any of them if he beligves in the infalli- 
bility of the Pope and'he will laugh at 
your simplicity ; but if you want to draw 
the natural consequence of his belief, | 
that he must vome out of the Church of 
the Pope, he does not understand yon. 
He is so well as he ia that he does not 
see how he ought to give a place to re- 
ligion in his life, 

V. The religious g@estion has been 
for many years entirely laid aside by 
the great bulk of the Italian nation 
specially by those who more actively 
and energetically wrought out its free- 
dom and unity. The thought of free- 
‘ing the country from civil bondage was 
80 absorbing that they could not think of 
anything else. Italy is now free and 
united, and the question begins to 
force itself upon the attention of many 
thoughtful minds, Carlo Conzoni, in a 
very elaborate article in one of the best 
periodical publications of Italy, says : 
“ When a people has obtained full liber- 
ty of cotiscience, it has not completed 
its work ; it has merely acquired the 
means of complying with and giving 
satisfaetion to its moral and religious 
exigencies ; and Proc 0 by neg- 
lecting these a people declines and goes 
back to barbarism or loses itself in an 
uoversed and corrupted civilization, so 
we Italians ought not to make a mere 
negative use of cur religious liberty by 
throwing ourselves inte the arms of 
skepticism or of indifference, Our 
political regeneration would be of wo 
value were it not followed by a moral 
and a religious one.” These very sig- 
nificant words, healthy symptoms of 
lhe moral recovery of Italy, do not stand 
alone, thanks to God. Another dis- 
tinguished writer, the Roman Counw 
Ter:uzio Mansioni, discovering what 
he calls the * Religiosity” in Italy and 
France, states the fact that the former 
begins to feel uneasy under her mantle 
of religious indifference, and almost in- 
stinotively is looking for something 
that would save us irom the tyranny of 
Rome on one side and the comfortless 
doctrines of infidelity on the other. 
Uther voices have been and are heard 
from different parts of the Peninsula 
trying to draw the attention of the peo. 
ple to sueh an important subjeet. Tt is 
true nothing determined is offered. to 
the people by their advisers. Perhaps 
they dou’s know it themselves, but one 
immense step would be made on the 
day in which the lialian people would 
rite and say, * We will ye a religion 

The Mene, Meve, TEL, Epheoate, Se in peers, on believe our hearts 
been pronouficed upon their systems | an Jo" la hoe 
from the day io which an old myn| The "petition of Romsn Oathelics, 
made the attempt to snatch | which from time to time comes to-the 
oth '8 Stig Mas eset re | es, asking for evan. Evangelical ebu 

golists, masks oo i 

Y { their names be free-thinkers, positivists, 

1 of the impending danger, more dread- 

t who came from Switzerland, Germany, 
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VI. Here I ought to speak of the 
New Catholics, of the Liberal Catholics 
and it would be very interesting to fol- 
low them in their attempt to congiliate 
the exigencies of their more enlighten. 
ed covsciences with the requirements 
of a religion which has always baffled 
them. To see some of them by a slow 
process separating gradually from the 
Church of Rome, others keeping in 
their inner heart the belief in one liv-. 
ing God, and suffering the, to them, 
meaningless ceremonies as necessary 
for the ignorant mob, others se vering the 
evangelical moral from all doctrine 
keeping the former and waking very 
light of the latter. But time will not 
permit us, as we have still to look at 
a party which is making awful progress 
in Italy—1I mean the Unbelievers. 

VII. The number of those who have 
come to the rejection of all religion 
from a more or less philosophical and 
logical inference, from assumed prin. 
ciples, is comparatively small; bat 
their influence is increasing every day 
and pervading the masses. Whether 

or naturalists, they all find themselves 
on the same platform—* No personal 
God, Creator or jadge; man’s conscience 
his only fule ; ke religion of bumanity 
the common bond that will one day 
bind together all nations in one fami- 
ly.” © Confounding Romanism with 
Christianity, it is an: easy work for 
them to show the former in complete 
opposition to every freedom, and to 
fiod adherents among a people which 
it the more eager for liberty that it has 
been longer deprived of it. Add te 
this the natural tendency of man te 
say in his heart “ there is no God,” and 
you will readily realize the importance 

fa than superstition itself. 
ow let me come to the smallest 

part, which, however, is the part that 
is ascendant here, I am sorry to say 
I have no commission from the Pope. 
The only communication we have had 
is that from year to year I get a new 
excommunication. Oar guests iv Italy 
—those who come there for art or 
literature or to open their purses—have 
formed themselves inte congregations 
of 30 or 35 worshipers, Their influ- 
‘ence is of very little value. Several 
of the Protesiant ministers at Genoa 
and other places, have made aitempts 
to evangelize the people, and ars using 
their spare time for their benefit. Al 
low me to begin with the Waldeasian 
Church, nof because I belong to that 
church, but because it comes in chrono. 
logical order, tor I spoke ofthe Pu 
first, To Luther and Calvin and 
Kuvox, whose names were mentioned 
last night with praise. I say amen 
with all my heart, We have 6,000 
communicants, with 1,200 children in 
the Babbath-sehool and a classical col- 
lege of 80 pupils, In 1855 the Waly 
densian Church was perfectly’ con. 
vinced that her form of church govern. 
ment was confirmed by 'he Gospel. 
We did not pretend to Waldensiauize 
[taly, but to call her countrymen to 
Christ. The only charge the Evangels 
received was : Go thou to this field, 
which bas many times been dripping 
with the blood of your fellow-men, 
preagh the Gospel, be faithful to your 
master, aud may God bless you.” 
Each congregation that they gathered 
was free as the bird, whose only law 
i9 God's law, These congregations 
bave united themselves now. They 
rejoice at numbering 2,000 communi- 
cants from the Church of Rome, with 
-1,500 children in the schools, and 
* 200 in the Sab%ath-school, To show 
how un-cctarian we are, they have a 
theological school in Florence, which 
is open to students of every denomin- 
ation ; they are never asked to leave 
their religion to join unother, Almost 
contemporary with the Waldensian 
efforts in ltaly were the efforts ot those 

Eogland, and France, to help in the 
evangelical work, ’ 
agents who gathered 

» had 
oe Afterward they 

Churches of Italy. You know them 
better here under the name of the Free 
Church of Italy. They have about 
28 or 30 congregations, with a thous- 
and communicants, and when it will be 
possible for them to have more in- 
structed and learned ministers, they 
will have a good part of the evangeliz- 
ation of our country. The few churches 
which did pot join the [lnion, and 
which call themselves the Christian 
Churches of Italy, are about the same 
in number, Following these are the 
Methodist brethren. They have gath- 
ered in the north of Italy 12 churches to 
and ia the south, 7 hurches. The 
next are the Baptists, who have drop- 
ped their names, for what reason I de 
not know. in crossing the ocean. They 
call themselves the Apostolic Church. 
[ tell this for the benefit of the Bap- 
tists present, who might not recognize 
their brethren under this name. Then 
we have the Methodist Episcopal. 
They opened a mission last year, and 
now have two men, one in Bologna 
and one ia Rome, working for them. 
Altogether, we have ten denominations. 
The literature is our weak pout, bas 
we have now the Book of God through 
the whole of our peninsula. Six evan- 
gelical papers are printed, beside some 
papers for children. Bat that is noth- 
ing compared with what is wanted. 
The problem is what shall we have to 
read? We have 17,000,000 people 
who cannot read. = The next generation 
will see them reduced to 8,000,000. 
But what will they read ? What shall 
they read when they are able to ? 
Now, reducing it all to three words, 

Italy is divided or worked upon by 
three differences: the priests on one 
side, the evangelists, and the infidels. 
The priests have habit and indifference 
on their side. The infidels have the 

{astural tendeney of the human heart. 
The evangelists have for them the 
Gospel, which shall have the vietory ? 
The thanks of those who hope and work 
and pray for this vietory rise to the Al. 
mighty. Will you not join ua ? 

—_-— 
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MARRIED LIFE. 

Good counsel! from a wife and moth. 
er: “I try to make myself and all 
around we agreeable. It will not do 
to leave a man to himself till he comes 
to you, to take no pains to attract him 
or to appar before him with a long 
face. It is not so difficult as you think, 
dear child, to behave tn a husband so 
that he shall remain forever in some 

man ; but you ean still do what you 
like ; a word from you at the right time 
will not fail of its effects, What need 
(have you to play the suffering virtue ? 
‘the tear of a loving girl,’ says an old 
hook, is like a dewdrop on a rose; 

drop of poison to her husband. Try 
to appear cheerful and contented, and 
your husband will be so; and when 
you bave made him happy, you will 
come 80, not 80 in appearance, but 

in reality, 
great. 

The skill required is not so 
othing flatters a man so much 

always proud of himself as a source of 
it. "As soon as you are cheerful you 
will be lively and alert, and every mo- 
ment will afford you an opportunity te 
let fall an agreeable word. Your edo- 
eation, which gives you an immense 
advantage, will greatly assist you,” 

v——— 

Coverousness,—There is a fable of 
a covetous man, who chanced to find 
his way one moonlight night in a fairy 
palace, There he saw bars, apparently 
of solid gold, strewed on. every side ; 
sud bé was permitted to take away as 
many as he could carry. In the morn. 
ing when the sun rose upon his imagin. 
ary treasure, borne home with so much 
toil, behold! there was only a bundle 
of sticks ; and invisible filled 
the air around him with ~seornful lsughter. Such shall be the 
of many a man who dies in 
worth bis thousands, and wakes up in 

mg gc wt fo Myosin 
ueine of he Union of the Free Chvietion 

measure a husband. I am an old wo. 

but that on the cheek of a wife is a 

as the happiness of Jhis wife; he is


