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THE TEACHER.

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1873.
INTERNATIONAL SERIES.
Sunvay, December Tih.
Jesus before the Governor.—Matt. xxvii.

=" 11-28.

,m conoected mth it.”

Goroex Texr.—** He was oppressed, and
he was afflicted, yet he pot his
mouth : be is btonghtualambto the
slaughter, and as a sheep before ber shear-

ers is dumb, 80 openeth he not bis mouth.”
Isaiab liii. 7

Coumir 70 MEnory : Verses 20-25.

Svmmary —Filate knew the right but
dared not do it, and for fear of the Jews
he condemned the guiitless and released
the guilty.

Axavrsis.—1I. The trial of Jesus. ws.

11.14. 1l. Pilate’s attempt ito seve him.
vs. 15-23. 1ll. The final result. vs. 24-27.

ExrosiTion.— Verse 11.— And Jesus stood
before the govermor. The word * gover-
nor ** bas here its general meaning of one
who governs, or is at ' the head of affaire.
The exact official title of Pilate is Procura-
tor, an officer sent by & Roman emperor to
s subject provinee to biive ** charge of the
imverial resepues,’ and * to judge in
‘¢ Sometimes in
a small terriiory, especially in one contigu-
ous to a large province [of the Roman em-
pire], and dependent upon it, the procur-
ator was head of the adwinictration, and
bad full military and Jugicial authority,
though he was responsible to the governor
of the neigh'oring provioce. Thus Judea
was attacbed to Syria upon the deposition
of Archelaus (A. D. 6.) and a procurator
appointed to govern it, with (zesarea for
its capital.” lo the live of ite proeura-
tors Pontius Pilate was the sixth, and was
appoiated A. D 25, 26 ; so that the whole
period of our Lord’s official activity fell
within the period of Pilate's administra-
tion. The character of Pilate will reveal
iteelf as we proceed. Josephus mentions
three acts of his administration of which
the New Testament makes no mention, sad
which provoked, or almost provoked each
an izsorrection of theJews. The first was
the removal of hie army’s head quarters
from C(wmsarea to Jerusalem, with the
standards on which were the emperor’s
image. The second, the havging up in bis
palace at Jerusalem of sowe gilt ehields in-
scribed with the names of deities; and the
third, the appropriation of ** the revenue
arising from the redemption of wows
(Corban ; compare Mark vii. 11) to the
conetruction of an aguedoct.” ** It was
the custom for the procurator to reside at
Jerusalem during the great feasts, to pre-
serve order ; and accordingly, at the time
of our Lord’s last Passover, Pilate was oc-
eupying hLis official residence in Herod’s
palace,” ** John zviii. 28, where the word
translated ** judgment-hall,” mean palace,
or governor’s reeidence.” It seems from
verse 2 that the Jewish Sanhedrim, after
the mock trial took him to Pilate, not only
that death might be visited ¥jon bim, but
that this death might be by erucifixion.
Jobn xviii. 31, 32. The Jews had not by
law the power of death, and when they in-
flicted it, 1t was by stoning. See Acts vii,
87-59. The governor' asked him. We
miss bere the form of trial by jury: Arbi.
trary power is in exercise. Art thou the
King of the Jews? A question oecasioned
by the ehiel charge against Christ, on
which the Jews relied for success. Luke
xxiii, 2. For the charge of blasphemy, on
which the Sanhedrim condemned him,

; Pihu cares natbhg, Jeohn xwiii, 31. It

ie only the political, not“ the. te»;rm
charge that he, as Roman procurator, esn
regard. The dishonesty of the Jews is
bere, as all through, obvious end groes.
They knew that Cbrist did not pretend to
be & civil or eerthly king, snd becsuse he
would not consent to be they were furious ;

" yet here to destroy him, they urge in effect

that he did pretend to be just that. To
eomask this villsiny Christ extende his re-
ply o Pilate. Jobn xviii. 34-37. Jesus
saud unjo him, Thou sayest ; i.e., yes, |
om; 1 am just that which thou sayest. A
good confession, tewching ue never through,
fedr to conceul the truth, when the occasion
requiles us W sjeak.

Verse 12.— Accused of the chief priests
end clders. Meombers of the Sanbedrim

which bad just declared bim wortby of | ly sevased to the prosident of Byria, sent
death asa ﬂ.li.m':::'. 0 Rome to answer .:.&:u ul.
mmh s | Eusebius says, soon -

wee, honses twial, & resd ui o g By, o ¢

-nmu--u but when wrath

nd untruth prevailed in na-’thiq. there
was no call for an answer. Hearest thou

| mot how many things, ete. Pilate could

pot- understand why this mao, of whose
history he knew something, and whose '
conduct 80 commanded his respect, should
make no answer to the charges when his
life was at stake, and opportunity had been
given him to clear himsell.

Verse 14.—To nmever @ word To mo
question that was put to bim by Pilate.
Marvelled greatly. Strange as it scemed
that Jesus did not answer his accusers, it
seemed still more strange that he did not
even answer the friendly questions of the
governor. This, however, like the pre-
vious silence, was the silence not of eon-
tempt, but of prudence and self-respect.
He would not enter into a controversy or
inquiry which was not governed, and would
pot be decided, by principles of truth and
justice. Yet we find that to Pilate’s taunt
.and threat that he had supreme yower over
bim, Chbrist does make answer. Jobn xix.
11. But this was not to icfluence the
mock trial, but to state a great truth for
the future good of the world.

Verse 15.—There has been much mqmry
as to the origin ol this custom, It was
not prescribed by the Jewish law, to which
it was rather contradictory. Ex. xzi. 12.
It bas been naturally suggested that it was
introduced by- the Rowans to please the
Jews.

Verse 16. —On the character of Barab-
bas, see Mark.-. 7; Luke xxiii. 19;
John xviii. 40. Wheremn o 48 ** not.
able, ’ Matthew does not say. il

Verse 17.— When they were gathered tn-
gether. Between tie time referred to in
verse 12, and this gathering together, we
find from Luke xxiii. 6-#2, that Jesus had
been sent to kLierod, tetrarch or ruler of
Galilee, that bis accusers followed him,
and that Herod ridiculed -the whole affuir,
and sent back the pretended king Jesus to
Pilate, This gathering was of both the
people, verse 15, and of the chief priests,
ete., Luke =xxiii 13, and was outside of
the palace or * judgment-ball” Jobn
xviii. 38.

Verse 18.—He knew, Ab, Pilate, this
is thy cordempation—thou didst know the
right, and dared not do it Pcrhaps Pilate
hoped for the favor o Wiy L llmude w be

Verse 19.— His wife. Whom tradition
declares to bave been a devout proselyte of
the gate named Procla, or Claudia Proela.
At this time Roman procurators might
take their wives to their respeclive prov-
inces, though at an earlier day Roman law
probibited it. This dream paturally
suggested by the exciting events in connec-
tion with her knowledge of Christ, yet we
need-pot deny aleo the supernataral in it,
Verse 20.— Persuaded the mullitude.
luflamed aod excited them with vebement
urging.

* Verse 22.— What shall 1 do then ? Pilate
ought not to bhave asked the question ; but,
alas, he did nov ** dare to do right.”

Verse 24.— Took water and washed his
hands before the multitude, This deed is
thought to have been in imitation of the
Jewish custom enjoined in-Deut. 3xi. Bat
how vain lor\Pihoe thus to declure by
deed and word" his moveence, He koew
that he was ot innoceot, though they who
delivered Christ to him bad * the greater
sin,” Jobo xx. 11. The mere declaration of
innocence can never make cne innocent !

Verse 25.— Then answered all the people,
and said. 8o publiely snd formally did
they confess their responsibility, His
blood be on us, and on our chiidren, And
80 it has been, :

Verse 26, — Then rd'md ke " Barabbas.
After be bad vaioly washed his bands in
token of innocence be proececeded to do the
guilty deed. But before this we find that
he had an interview, & wonderful inter-
view, with his wonderlul priconer in the
palace, Jobn zix. 8-11. He also made
one wore, & lust and (ruitless attempt, to
turp the Jews from their murderous pur-
pose. Jubnp xix, 14, 15, Tbty eaw that
Pilate feared them, and they pressed their

‘advantage in language and manoer far from

respectful to their govermor. No wonder
he hated the Jews after» ard more than be-
fore, as appears from ** his eurt and
refusal to alter the inseoription” ler the
oross, from his ready eonsent to Joseph's
request for Cbrist’s body, and from Lis | house
* sullen answer "’ to the Whap"
His sacrifice of principle to office did not |

Jnnhbluuulo- IQW

sbown o Cbrist on this account. % e

W

honomahu.hd-ootc’ the riot of
triumphant sin. |

ons.—The uhjee'(of our last les-

son? Of this? How was Christ brought

IS SN T G 30 W

nyexoulafor dirtyfeotor dirty floors in
that bouse. .

The first uep in the road to netheal,
prepared the way for others. Preddy's
father got some lime and whitewasbed the
wall, and his mother gave the floor a good
scrabbing. With a clean floorand a white
wall, the old tin pans and cooking vessels
looked dingy and black ; so in a few days

to the Roman governor? ve. 2. Why did
not the Jews L‘bnﬁ to death, without
mprd to the ans? John zviii. 30-32.

. 11. This governor’s name? vs. 2,
The mtm'ool bla office? What did he
ask Christ? Why this? Luke i. 2:

Christs answer? Did be claim to be an
eerthly or eivil king ? John xviii. 36, 37.
Vs. 12-14. Who accused  Christ? Of
what? Christ’s reply 7  Pilate’s question?
Why his surprise? What did Christ do ?
Why bis silcnce? What, according to
Luke xxiii. 6-12, immediately followed ?
Ve. 15, 16 What custom is here named?
I8 origin? For what was Barabbas ** no-
table ”? Luke xxiii. 19; Jobn xviii. 40.
Vs. 17, 18 Pilate’s question? Had he
the ;,ower? Why did ke not use it? John
xix. 12.
Vs. 20-28. What bad the Jewish au.
thorities done? ve. 20. What was the
tﬂ‘c t?

Ve. 24, 25. Why dnd Pilate thus wash
his hande? Deut. xxi. 6. What ansver
from the Jews ?

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher.
Seripture Catechism, 156.

Sunpvay, December 14th —The Crucifix.

T ion.—Matthew xxvii. 45.54.
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WHO CAN SAVE FATHER !

Wbo can save father lrom counters and bars,

Heal up the bruises and banish the scars
Liquor has left os without and within ?

We can bring father, my sister avd I,

Home from the tivern when tipsy and weak;
But O itis bard! Wil nobody try ?

We cau do nothing bis babit to break,

Who can keep father from liquor saloons ?
None, that I know of, but God overhead.
He will not do it while hearts are as stones,
Though He ha: pity lor hearts that have
bled.

Who will bring fatber from darkness to light ?
Change the poor body from sickuess to
heaith ?
Save his good name from a terrible blight ?

Save our poor earnings from wasting and
* stealth ?

Money—we had it, a little laid by ;
DUt % was wataved by deslers in ram ;
Now we are pingched, and starvation is nigh;

Robbers! O, help us! The robbers bave
come |

Mother is drooping ; the pain and the cough
Threatcn her voice iu the bome-uest to bash,
Thousands of people, how can you stand off,
And leuve the rumaseller our moiber to
ciush ?

People, O people, who give us the laws,

Dry up the foun'ains of woe and despair;
Shut 'up the den of the dragon who draws
Fathers Jike ouis to die in his lair,

=~ Young Folks’ News, "
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THE DOOR SCRAPER ;
OR, THE NlCl ‘Ol EXAMPLE.

A young wan was engaged to teach a
school in & small village, saw that many of
the children, and especially the boys, were
very careless about their dress and habits.
They played in the road, getsing their feet
wuddy, uotil the bell rang, when they
rushed into school, mud and all, making

“the room quite filthy, The teacher re-

solved to correct this want of neatness, and
taking a piece of iron boop, be fustened
one end to the door-step, and the other to
& stake driven in the ground. This made

orously, for it was & new thing to them.
That day there was less dirt than usual in
the room, The teacher next managed to
get & mat, which he placed on the step,
that the children might wipe their feet
after scraping them. The scholars soon
began to take pride in baving the sehool
room clesn ; and the teacher, being en-
couraged, had the floor nicely serebbed.
This made such s change in the look of the
room, that the cbildren scarcely knew it
when next M “MA
Awmoog the scholare was & little boy of
the nawe of Freddy. His parents were

angry | poor and bad a large family, and were not

very cleanly around their bouses, When
the teacher put s soraper at the schcol.

bouse Freddy thiought it would be & good
il-rumu bome. Finding an hﬂ

Wests O (LT Ry S Uit , wat sl ¢ [

& very good scraper; and as soon as the |
children saw it, they seraped away vig- |

they were cleaned up, and appeared almost
as good as pew. The next step was to
procure a cupboard to put them in ; which
was done by getting a neighbor, who wes
a carpenter, to make it, while Freddy's
father cleaned -the carpenter's garden,
Then the mother thought the would
look better if it were painted®; for they
were too poor to buy a carpet. Freddy
weot at once to a carriage painter not far
off, to ssk bow much the pamt would
coet. This man, who knew the little boy,
got from bim the old story of the scraper
and its resalts, and told bim he would give
him the paint if he would make him a
ecraper just like his own,

* Thank you, sir,” said Freddy, ** mo-
ther can take the money and buy the Bible
now.,”

* What Bivle ?"’ inquired the man,

““ A Bible for me to read, night and
morning, just like the school master, I
shall be so glad when I get it.” :

** Why,” said the pairter, ** your mo-
ther need not buy a Bible. I have some
Bibles to give away, and you may take one
home with you it you WUnL""‘;Z;BJ. i
on it.” Wb
Vo aro cas eoai oW nappy ‘e mn‘e y
was when he went home with his paint-
pots in his basket, and Lis Bible under Lis
arm ! The floor was painted, and the
Bible was read and its lessons practised ;
and the family who commenced by baving
clean feet, were not satisfied until, through
the grace promised in the Bible, they ob-
tained clean hearts.— Farly Dayl
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WHAT AN OLD MAN NOTICED.

I bave noticed that all men are honest
when well watched.

I have noticed that purses will hold
pennies as well as pounds.

I bave noticed that in order to bea rea-
sonable creature, it is necessary to at timeo
be down-right mad

I have noticed thst SOme men &re so
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SLEEPING ROOMS.

By Lewis W. Leeds, New York.
That old-fashioned dread of night air is
eo rapidly disappenring shat it will soon be
referred to as one of the singular prejudices
of a by-gone age. But there still lingers
in the minds of many persons that you
must not eleep in a draught. -‘
They think it . is govd to bave fresh wir,
but it must not blow directly upon them.

Now, I have not the slightest donbt that if

every individual in the city of New York
were to sleep on the house-top instead of in
their stifling rooms, the rate of mortality
would be reduced twenty-five per cent. in
three months; and if they could bave
blankets enough to keep warm, and merely
screened from the rain at pight, without
obstructing the currents of air,—or, in
other words, to sleep directly -in all the
draughts they could get,—the mortality
would be reduced one half in one year.
Consumption, that purely foul air disease,
would rapidly ppedr from amongst us ;
and infantile ths would be as rare as
they aca in the log eabin disticts of Virginia
and Kentucky, where the family consists
generally of man and wife and from ten to
fifteen children, and where puerperal fever
is unknown.

Now, it is warmlh alone tpv; etermines
; ‘y4 ﬁ » 4 r (’ £
mght The poor woman, wntl\ \ber thin
poor blood, who bas but a tattere.Snuilt fo

cover hersell and heér half-starved inum St

a cold winter night, cannot affurd to sleep
with open windows. But this plea of
economy does not apply to many thousande
of wealthy citizens who habitually put
theig children—if they can succeed in keep-
ing them alive beyond their babyhood—in
close, shut-up rvoms, that are disgustingly
foul to any one aceustomed to sleep in
pure, well-aired rooms,

Where the body is kept warm, and pure
air only inhaled, there is not one particle
more danger of taking ecold in
directly between two open windows all the
year round, than there is in taking eold in
ridiog in an open sleigh when thoroughly
warmed by wrappings or furp and robes,
and such a thing us taking cold under such

conditions never occurs, providing always

bonest that necessity compels them to be | the thorough warming of the feet and

dishonest in the end.

I have noticed that silks, broadeloths and
Jewels are often bought with other people’s
money, *

I have noticed that whatever is, is right
with a few exception—the left eye, the
lefe leg, and the lelt side of & plom pud-
ding.

I have noticed that the prayer of the sel.
fish man is, ** Forgive us our debts,” while
be makes everybody who owes him pay to
the utmost farthing.

[ have noticed that he who thinks every
men & rogue is very certain to see one
when be shaves himeelf, and he ought, in
wercy to his peighbor, to surrender the
rascal to justice,

I have noticed that money is the fool’s
wisdom, the knave's reputation, the poor
wan’s desire, te covetous wan’s ambition,
and the idol of all,

I have noticed that all men speak well
of all men’s virtues when they are dead,
and that tombstones are marked with the
epitaphs of the good and virtuous. ls there

any particclar ccmetery where the bad
are baried.

JUSTICE TO THE SUBJECT,

Not long ago | met a clergyman in whom
[ wes interested, a worthy man, who some-
how did wot seem to * get on,” Nobody
bad any thing sgainst him, but noboedy
wanted to hear him preach. He was
sound, solid, pious, and all that, but——.
Venturiog on the which belongs
to & friend, | suid to him, ** My dear
brother, I bear only one fault found with
you, People say that you preach very
long—that you make nothi ol pnuuu

for an hour, or an hour H
llonumnd * Well, wlmvl uh-po
“hn“ltlol?‘llﬂhb

:uuuusummum
.mnw |

back, which are often neglected.

It ie generally much more difficult to
avoid takiog eold in the daytime than when
in bed, For instance, if you eat a hurried
breakfast and walk a square or two with
sufficient energy to start the perspiration,
and then with,damp feet and moist skin
enter a crowded foul omnibus or car, and
git with your back towards a cold window
aotil you become chilled, a cold is the

‘usual result, even to the most robust con-

stitution, Liability to take cold also exists
in almost every store or office, and in our
ordinary railrond travelling in the winter
season, on account of the culd flors, caus-
ing cold feet, and exposure to sudden
changes of temperature operating on small
portions of the body,

Every active business mn is liable,
therelere to go home at aigh with an ivei-
pient cold. And it depends upon bis sleep-
ing room, whieh 18 under his own eontrol,
whether he is cured of that eold before
morning, or whether it is aggravated
and added to ; and 8o oo until be becomes
one of that great and popular erowd of foul
air victims—censumptives, who form such

excellent eustomers for qwk medicine
men .

Ab-dm,toh-pun»dvm‘

should be open all day to the purifying
and disinfeeting rays of the sun. The bed
should never be made up in the morning,
but should be kept in the sun and air all
day, and each blanket should be hung uwp

separately so as to be thoroughly purified

and disinfected, Aud, if it can possibly be
avoided, a bedroom should mever be used
for a sitting room.

The difference between inhaling ecold air

apd warm air is but little understood ; -

most persons who have noticed that cold
is more invigorating, atéribute this differ-
ence to the fact that eold air being more:
dense, 8 greater amount of oxygen is in-
heled in the mhﬂh.o‘wlloh’*'hl
this does not ageount fur all the difference,
a8 the blood cireulates much faster when
one is bresthing air near pero thas it does
when breathing air near the temperature

21ty afford ab .
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