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[Having oursclves, about forty years ago

listened to thestirring preaching of William .

Dawson, or* Billy Dawson,” as he was
commonly called, we were pieated to find
a sketch of him in a recent number of the
New York Christian. Weekly. We have
etill a very distinet recollection of his vivid

~ dramatio description of the angels binding"

up the tares in bundles and casting them into
the fire. ** Here is a bundle of liars, another
bundle of thieves, another of profligates,”
eto., eto., with an increaso of the blaze as
each bundle were thrown in, The wheat
—believers—were tuken up into the car of
salvation and taken to the garner, and all
joined in singing and shouting ** Harvest
Home.”' The following article is far below
the reality as a description of this remark-
able man, yet we copy it for the gratifica-
tion of our readers.—Ep. O, M.]

The popularity.of Mr. Dawson, the noted
English Yorkshire Methodist preacher, may
in A measure be attributed to the freshness
with which he invested the entire service,
the fertility of his imagination, and his
aptitude to illustrate the old familiar hie-
tories and doctrines -of the word read or
preached, or t! e rentiment of the hymn to
be sung. He was not cootent with the
othodux style of the day in conducting the
‘ preliminary ecrvices,” as the exercises of
praying, reading and singing are sometimes
contemptuously called, Mr. Dawson, on
the contrary, would even dare occusionally
to diverge from the accustomed ** order ”
of the scrvice, never being tortured with
the fear of disturbing conventionalities
when to do so would banish duluees and
beepenk attention to enrneet truth,

His introductory remarks on the hymns,
a8 well a8 his obeervations on particular
lines and versce, were often not cnly very
etriking, but just and valuable, and showed
that they had been chosen for his subject
with unurual care. Two or three cases
may be noticed. On giviag out the 572d
hymn, be puused when he came to the first
and second lines of the second verse :

*“Tiue, "tis a straight and thorny road,
Aud mor &l sprite tire and faint ;

and inquired, ** Why do they tire? Is it
becaure it is straight and thorny? No—

***But they forget the mighty God,
That feeds the stier gb of every saint,”*

Thub gliding into the succeeding lines with-

out suffering the cungregation to feel any!

interruption hy the break, while be fur-
niehed them with a subject for reflectiop,

showing them that they should sing with
the understanding.

At Colne, during a period of great com-
mercinl distress, when the spirits of the
people were depressed, he commenced the
service hy raying, as he opened the bymun-
book, ** When I hm enguged in preaching
occasional scrmons, I am often presented
with a number of notes containiog different
announcements.  Alter reading them |
put thew into my pocket, where they some-
times nconveniently accumulate, till 1
reach home, Guing into the fields, | some-
times take thew out and look at them, to
see whether any of them are worth preserv-
ing. 1 read one; mot being worth any-
thing, 1 tear it into {ragments; up comes
a breeze, and uway the shreds fly; I look
at a second, & third, a fourth, and a fifth—
tear them and scatter them in the same
way.” While he was narrating thie little
incident, imitating himeelf;by putting hie
band into his waistcont popket, as it read-
ing, tearing and scattering, the congrega-
tion meanwhile on their"feet waiting for
the bywn, and wondering what the relation
might wean—with the shreds of paper

‘drifting like flakes of snowpin the imagi-

nation, across the fleld—he suddenly ad-
verted to the depressed state of the trade
of the place, directed his hearers to an
overruling Providence, exhorted them to
exercise ovufidence in God, gliding into the
hywn, announcing with the number of the
byma and page: ,
“ Give to the winds thy lears;
Hope, and be undismayed ;

God heurs thy sighs, wnd counts thy tears;
God shall It up thy head.”

The effect was overpowering ; and the
sermon heing ol an encouragiog character,
the whule bad a perwanently soothing in-

fluence on the minds of devout pereons, who |

were exhorted, as he had done the flying
shreds, tb ** give to the winde their fears.”

He wis cqually striking when be refcrred
to hymna, as illustrations, in the course of
his sermons. Adverting to the fourth verse
of hymn 509, he obscrved that a boy, weak
io mind, was usked, while rubbing & brase
plate on & door what he was doing ; when
be replied, ** | am rubbiog out the name.”
‘“ Little,” said Mr. Dawson, ** was the poor
boy aware ‘that the more he rubbed the
brighter it shone. So it is with Satan, who

wishes to obliterate the word of God from
the memory, as well as every impression of
its internal evidence from the understand-
ng and from the heart. But,” continued
he, in holy triumph,

“ * Eneraved as in eternal brass,
The mighty promise shines;
Nor cau the p wors of durkness rase
Those cverlasiing lues.'”

Then shouting again, as if the chief fiend
of hell were as idiotic as the poor boy, and
engaged in the same useful employment,
** Rub, -devil—rub! but all is vain ; the
evidence only brightens by the attempt ;
for of the Lord—yes, of the Lord may i¢ be
said:

“ ¢ Hi« hand hath writ the sacred word
With an immortal pen,'”

Preaching on the returning prodigal, Mr.
Dawson puused, looked at the door, and
shouted out, alter he had depicted him in
his wretcheduess, ‘* Yonder he comes, slip-
shod ! Make way—make way—muke way,
there !""  Such was the approach to reality,
that a considerable part of the congregation
turned to -the door, some rising on their
feet, under the momentary impression that
some one was entering the- chapel in the
state described. In the same sermon,
paraphrasing the father's reply to the son
that was angry and would not go in, he
said : ** Be not uffended ; surely a call mny
do for a prodigal, shoes lor a prodigal, a
ring and a robe fur a prodigal, but ALy |
have is thine.”” As to the more striking
part, when pointing to the door, similar
effects were produced when referting to the
Witeh of Endor. His pictare tovk such
hold on the imagination, that on exclaim-
ing, t*''Stand by—stand by! There she
is !I" some of the poor peuple inadvertently
directed the eye downward, where his own
eye was fixed, and the spot to which he
was pointing, as if she were ubout to rise
from beneath their feet, and becowe visible
to the conzregation. :

Oun one of his visits to Sheflield, preaching
in Carver street chapel, the congregation
was lurge and the feeling intense, He ex-
horted his hLearers, in the course of his
sermon, to give their hearts to the Lord, and
added, laying his hand upon his own, with
a fine gush of leeling, and his eyes lifted up
to heaven, ** Here's mine,” when a voice
from the gallery cried out, ** llere’s mine
too, Billy !" Nor was this the only audi:
ble token of the effect of his preaching,
such exclamations as ** That's right!”
“ True,” ** Glory be to God !" ete,, being
requently repeated during the service.
Anything like sober, sedate leeling, through

.| the whole of even a solemn discourse, was

very often out of the question ; and in his
more tempestuous mouds he was dangerous
a8 a model, and never to be imitated. e
stood alune, nnd ought to remain alone ;
but in that individual form, as in all unique
cases, he was rather to be prised than
diminished .in value.

Muany who have heard of Mr. Dawson,
aseociute his name and fame with one
prowminent idea ; namely, that his geniue
was ol the ** rough and ready ' order, and
that be was remarkable for the grotesque

and humorous or even comio character of

his sayings or representations A very
different opinion, however, would be the

[ result of & careful study of his biography ;

for although there was a keen esense of
humor in his compoeition, and powers of
sarcurm and irony were frequently ocon-
spicuous, he had the bappy art of making
these rubrervient to high and holy purposes;

tor he was always teuder and regardful of

the feclings of others. Some use their wit
as the echoolboy does his first pocket-knife,
trying its edge upon everything that comes
in the way ; the mahogany table is notohed
and the favorite rose-tree is mutilated ; on
all alike be leaves his mark; he cannot
help it ; he's so full of spirits, and what's
the good of having a knile, if one must not
use it? But William Dawson knew that
only children and fools play with eiged
tools ; and timed his wit so judiously tht,
like the skilled surgeon's lancet, ** anointed
with balw,” it wounded but Lo heal. The
following is an instance of the manner in
which he reproved and sileiced a fault-
fioder whom he met in Leeds, the day

alter he bad occupied one of the pulpits in

that town,

Gentleman,~** 1 had the pleasure of
hearing you preach yesterday.'

Mr, Dawson.—** 1 hope you mot only
beard, but profited.”

Gent,—** Yes, 1 did; but I don't like

those prayer-meetings at the close. They
destroy all the good previously received.”

Mr. D.—+* You should bave united with

the people in them."”

Gent. —**1 went ioto the gallery, where

[ bung over the front, and saw the whaule ;
but | could get no good ; I lost, indeed, all
the benefit I had received under the sermon,”

Mr. D.—* It is easy to account for
that,”’

Gent.—** How 80 7"

Mr. D.—** You mounted the top of the
house ; and, on looking down your neigh-
bor's chimney to see what kind of a fire he
kept, you got your eyes filled with smoke
Had you *entered by the door'—gone
into the room—and mingled with the family
around the household hearth, you would
have enjoyed the benefit ol the fire ns well
a8 _they. Sir, you have got the smoke in
your eyes.”

le eeldom indulged in drollery for ite
own sake. On the contrary, his words,
like the great apostle’s letters, were always
¢ weighty and powartul,” while, unliko the
apostle, his bodily presence was not ** weak
and contemptable,” but congruous to his
mental characteristics, stalwart and com.
manding  Mr. Dawson once said of a

prenchor he heard, that ** he was like o |

tailor's goose Aot and heary ;" to himeelf
the simile was most in appropriate, fur he
was lervent and weighty, but never heovy
—words, which when applied to pulpit
style, are far from being synonymous.

Rev. E Paxton Hood eays : ** Dawson
was a trumpet:the «ffects he produced
when he spuke were amasing ; men could
not contain themselves ; feelings were
wrought upon and excited. He wasa plain
larmer, and had rcocived only the most
ordinary education ; but there was a buld
strong, adventurous imagination in all he
said, which, while it ennbled his mind to
walk steadily in the most diffioult paths,
and saved him usually from oconrseness,
vulgarity, and profanity, bore his audi
ences along with him upward, and com-
pelled thew intensively to realise his con-
ceptions and his descriptions, , . . The
world needs preachers such as he was,

“ He earned bis notoriety with hard
toil, though he might have flourished a
little without it; and candidates for the
Christian wivistry should be deeply im-
pressed with the fact that the industry
which is necessary tu vaise a man to a high
point of elevation is equally ncocssary to
keep him there ; for, like a growta in
grace, not to proceed is to draw back, and
& man often loees the past for want of
perserveance. Mr. Dawson's studies and
rending could not be called systematio ;
but still he thought, and thought in-
tensely, to; and he also read to purpose.
He was & man in whom the fourder of
Methodisw, himself one of the m st laber.
ivus men that ever lived, would have gloried.

——— ——

LONGEVITY OF BAPTIST
MINISTE RS,

]

[o the Baptist Year Book for 1873 are
given the names of 108 Baptist ministers
who bave died during the year previous
The ages of cighty of these are given,
They range as follows :

From 20 to 30 years old, 2
w80 40 w10
w40 B m L
w50 60 “w 12
“" 600. 0. » “w 93
“ 70« B0 w " ]2
“woORO ¢ Yo w “ 13
“ 090100 . 1

The average age of these ministers was
nearly 04 years (03.86.) This shows that
there is nothing peculiurly unfaveurable to

longevity in the labors of the Byptist min-
ister ; neither in his studies, his pulpit
efforts nor in his exposure in the admiuistra-
tion of baptism, From the | ity whichsome
of their brethren of other denominations
sometimes express, we might oaturally
suppose that the administration of this
ordinance would very wmuch curtail the
years of the Baptist minister. But it does
not seem to have any such injurious effects,
We bave lying beside ws une of the tables
on which life insuranccs are based. From
this it appears thut theaverage expectation
of life at 21 years of age is, for men a frac
tion over 37 years ; for wowen, a fraction
over 43 years, The average reached by
the men would be 58 ; by women, 04 years,
From this examination of the mortality list
for 18 2, it appears that the average lives
of these eighty Baptist wministers come
pearly up to the highest average given by
thé English table belore us. Those, there-
fure, who bave their lives insured, ought
to have it done at specially low rates, It
would seem to be very evident that, ae o
clase, they are all men of good and regular
babite.

The bearing of this subject on the inter-
ests of ministoral education is worthy of
special notice. Taking & young man at
the age of twenty-one years, we may hope
that he will have an average of 42 years to
spend in his preparation and his subsequent
lators, How wise that he be not hurried
into the fleld, but be allowed and encour-
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aged to take a thorough course of prepar-
ation! Even if it requires, lor academic,
collegiate, and theological course, nine
years, there is still an average expectation
of nearly 33 years of active work in the.
ministry. On such probabilities it were
wiso to act, If the opportunity for a full
pre paration for his work be opened to him
it can bardly be thgught the part of wis-
dom to hurry the young man into the
fiicld with imperfect training. Tn thirty-
three years of ministerinl life, with every
power developed by patient culture, what
a glorious work may be accomplished !
How much for the ealvation of wen, for
the enlargement aud edifiontion of the
church, for the glory of God his Savior!
~Nattonal Baptist,

- Goreespondence,

l“oi the Christian Messenger.

AN AFFLICTED MINISTER.

The following letter addressed by Rev,
Robert 8. Mortwn—who several years : go
met with an accident which paralysed his
luwer limbe, und rendered bim helpless—
to the N. 8. Westetn Baptist Arsvoiation
was read at its recent Session. It was
ordered that the editor of the Christian
Messenger be requested to publish it

A vote of sympathy was passed by the
body, after it had been read.

Ty Tae MiNisTkrs axp Drukcartes com-
PRISING THE WESTERN Barrisr AnsoCla-
TIUN,

Beloved Brethren,—

| trust you will pardon my boldness in
addressing you on this ocoasivn, my ohject
in doing 8o is, 1stto extol the God of all
grace, and 20d to encourage my brethren
to greater faith in Him. Ooly think!
dear brethren, how great, how wise, aud
how faithful ie the Muster you wure serving,
the universe itsell hangs upon bis word.
All power in Heaven, earth and bell belongs
to Him, and all who truly trust in Him are
assured of his powerful aid, and those who
lack wisdom may ask and obtain a large
supply from Him, for he is the fountain of
all wisdom, and we know Ais faithfulness
can never fail, A great work lies before
you, hundreds of millions of precious souls
are yet without that blessed hope which
cheers and warwms your hearts, Even in
this highly favored Pruvince how many are
thronging the road to perdition. As a
body of christinne it is our's to lead such
into the way ot tiuth, under Gud's instru.
wentality to save them from the fearful ond
to which they are at present hastening.
Doubtless something is being done from
year to year, but might not much moure be
accomplished !  The blessod Jesus said to
his disciples, * According to your faith,'
&o. It hus been my priviloge in ather duys
to preach the goepel in many localities, and
I have always founa that when I went to
any certain place, fully expecting that souls
would be converted, I was not disappointed,
But it I went feeling I will be of no use, |
generally found it to be so, :

What | wish to say then is this. Have
faith in God and in your own efforts, Our
groatest want is a want of taking God at
hise word. 1t hus been said, ** Expeet great
things from God, and attempt great things
for God.” That is exsotly right. True
lwith will produce swalous effurt. And

result in saving souls. Genuine faith will
never be doubting the ability of Gud to
furnish both wen and money, but it will
trust its author for all that may be required,
and trusting in Him it cannot be disup.
pointed. 1 am interested in all our deno-
minational enterprises, but especially in
our Missionary operations.

And now deur brethren, as it is more than
probab’e that this will be my last, as it is
my first, attempt to thus address you, 1
wish to say, that it scoms to mo that the
time has come when Baptista should be
Baptists. 1fother denominativosare sealous

in spreading their principles, surely Bap-
tists nced not blush to spread theirs,
| am pleased to learn that it is contem-
plated by ' the Home Missionary Union to
circulate Buptist Literature, I think no
Baptist shouid be asbhumed to do that, [
wean by Baptist, that which is striotly
Bible, and nothing but Bible dootrine.
Muy the Great Head of the Chureh he
resent with you, and may all things be
3..... without strile or vain glory, all for
the honor of Curist and the salvation of
oin'ncu.k i { heca
Atk an interest 1o your rs hecaure
| know the Lord hears Mop::{l.dnu when
they pray io fuith, - I sball not meet, prob-
ably, with you again this side of the river,
but | hope through the amazing grace of
Gud, to weet in & purer state with all the
redeomed by wnd by, Which way Gud
grant,  Awmen

1 am yours in bope of l\gu’n‘ lite,
ERY VRTON,

such efforts, and such faith will certainly -
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For the Christiun Messenger

LETTER FROM MISS NORRIS,

-

The following letter was handed us by
Rev. Dr. Tupper for the purpose of making
an extraot from itconcerning Miss De Wlfe.
Oun reading it however, we felt assured that
the friends, especially the members of the
Women's Missionary Aid Societies, would
be pleased to read it all, and we therefore
obtained -Dr. T's consent to publish the
whole : — . T

Tavov, April G6th, 1873.
Dr. and Mrs. Tupper :

Drar Frienps,—It is some time sinoe 1
have allowed wysell the pleasure of writing
you, there are many to whom [ would more
frequently write but | cannot command the
time. More especiully the deep and life-
long interest you have taken in Foreign
Missions, and the personal advantage 1
have reaped from your indefatigable eff irts
for the advancement ol Nova Scotia Mis-
sions to the Karene, have claims upon me

interest in Missions that you bave so con-
stantly agitated and watched over, has
alrendy bad its results among Burmans and
Karens, which will be an ever increasing
testimony that ** labor is notin vain in the
Lord.”

Eut this I trust is but the beginning of
what many years and people shall rear into
a nuble temple of praise t) our God. The
foundations after many toilsome, dark years
ol apparently little progress, are 1 trust
rising firmly now—and all the beauty and
strength of after years will rest upon the
unseen toil that went befure.

I have seen Siam and its Karens. and
the glamour that distance and imagination
lenda to overy thing has fnded away. It is

the Kurens of Burmab, something the
o we difference that thero is botveen up-
land and intervale cultivation, but Gud
made both for man to till, and either has
its peculiar advantages as well. The
Siamese Karens are probably a higher type
of civilization than Burmese Karens with-
out the Gospel. Therefore they will make
the stronger christians, though they may be
barder to win. It seems invariably the
case that the more men Aave to leave for
the Goepel, the more reluctant they are to
come. How fircibly true the words,
‘* Blessed are ye poor.”

L see by the Messenger that a growing
interest in Fureign Missions is not lessening
labor at home. But am sadly pained and
grieved at the few luborers there are, and
the number of pastoriess churches. Where
liea the fault? The Master doee not forget,
nor carelessly make waste the vines he
plants with such care. God bless and
vivify his work at home,

How does the Woman's Miesionary Aid
Socicty prosper i Aylesford. The bouke
s kindly furnished by you in my box, and
the mewontos of the autograph guilt are
& constant reminder of the warm hearts
among you. Life seems #0 short, and so
wany things conspire to rob us of is, thas
[ tremble sometimes that there be nothing
to show for the many chences God gave ue
for ** treavaring to ourselves riches that wax
oot old.” Theee things that perish while
we use them how many hours they tuke,
and all the eternity that lies just befere us,
bow little we consider it, either fur our-
welves or those we love, or for those who
have nobudy to love and care for them, A
wy sisters can we not wuke up a little more
yet, is there nothing more we can do, fer
the working time will vo scon be over, and
where are our gathered sheaves, Lot ue
count up how much we have toshow to God
for w1l this beautitul world and the opportu-
nity we hadot working for Him. How much
bave wo already done, sisters? how many
souls led to Jusus? How many have we
comforted? How many bave we helped?
I'here 18 never & day but we can speuk o
kind word for the Master, never a day but
we oan do a great deal more than this if
we place our hand in the Master's and les
Him load ue, ae Heo led his disciples, wher-
ever the poor and the suffuring were, to
make them glad, and shew thew the way
to everlasting joy. Dear sisters, the night
ovmeth when our work is over and done,
and we oan add no more of the kind to is
forever and forever, ** Saved so as by fire,”
who wishes t0 ** suffor loss ™ thus on the
vory threshold of howme,

[ have been unconsciously led into a
message to your Society, for those bands of
sisters overywhere are like golden links in

and remember them as very precious things.
QOur Mission circle hore has been lessened
by the departure of one after another, til)
overy one is ivquiring what God would say

that | would not if [ could set aside. The -

in sume reapeots a harder field than among -

the mission chain, and 1 rejuice over them

by i1, Since | came to Tuvoy five Mission. *
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