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Vol XVIII, No. 26. 

Poetry. : 
AN INVALID FOR LIFE. 

Destined for life to pain, 
I suffering lie, and see the vears go by ; 
No voice of sympathy, no loved ones nigh, 

To bring me hope again. 

It was not always so; 

There was a time when friends were ever 
near; j 

I felt through sorrow that with love so dear, 
My lot was blest below. 

But on one dreadful day 
There came the shadow of a grief, so near, 
Bo great, so terrible, in deadly fear 

I trembling shraok away, 

For tortured nerves could bear 
No more the sound of e'en love's tender tone, 
Although through suffering’s hour each friend 

had grown 

To me more doubly dear, 

In anguish then I erfed, 
‘Not this, my Father! Take all else below; 
Spare but one friend to cheer me us I go!” 

Alas | no voice replied. 

But earth had darker grown; 
And one by one I saw my friends depare, 
Each taking portions of my bleeding hear:, 

“THI 1 was lett alone. 

"My prayer had been in vain; 
And nights 1 wet my pillow with my tears, 
And mourned for friends who, through the 

coming yoar, 

I ne'er might see again. 

Until one blessed night 
There came a form so fair, so sad to see; 
Reproachfully it raised its hand to me: 

~ *“ Hast thou ‘orgotten quite, 

When this I did forsthee ? 
Behold my hands, behold my bleeding feet : 
Thou ask’st one trieud ~ was ever love replete 

With such a sympathy 

Blest thought! my prayer was heard; 
I gazed entranced and saw he clouds depart 
Till every nerve was thrilled, and in my hears 

The fountain depths were stirred. 

No longer now ali ne, 
Bright visions come to cheer me on the way, 
And love's ecstatic Lliss tu ns night to day — 

My Friend, my only une, 

Religions. 
THE UPBUILDING OF FAITH. 

Is there any danger to Christian 
faith in the course of modern scientific 
thought ? Or, to put the question dif- 
ferently, Are we in danger of losing 
or part of the whole truth under the 
influgnce of physical science ? 
The most brilliant development of 

the buman mind in our time has been 
in the direction of material science. 
There has been a wide-spread and 
wonderful activity in this field, crowned 
with astonishing success, and daily 
making new conquests, The labor. 
iousness, the  guunius, the devotion 
that bave been shown by this class of 
studentsare altogether admirable. He 
wust be blind and fuithless who does 
not rejoice and thavk God at the sight 
of what is being accomplished by them. 
Along with this advantage goes a 

real danger, It is equally foolish to 
ignore it und to be punic- struck at it. 
The danger, in our apprehension, lies 
here : in the excessive concentration of 
men's minds on a partial aspect of the 
truth; in such an absorption in one 
class of facts, that other facts, of tran- 
scendant importance, will be ignored 
and gradually lost sight of. 

Physical science tukes cognizance 
only of information which comes 
through the senses. Give it anything 
that can be seen, fol, weighed, mea. 
sured, and it will render an necount of 
it. The’ great luborat ry of Physical 
Science dias the senses as its doors ; they stand open night and day ; every 
thing that can get through them passes 
unchallenged and fiuds welcome, But 
0 any truth, or semblance of truth, 
that cannot use the senses as its med. 
‘um, Science must needs say * I know 
you not.” : 
Now, if the whole trainin and habit 
the mind are given y physical 

the tendency is to ignore or 
Positively deny all truth which does 

not ultimately rest on a basis of sense- 
perception. Where a community gets 
its" whole ‘instruction and inspiration 
from devotees of physical science, tive 
great realm of spiritual truth, of facts 
transcending the grasp or suggestion 
of sense, is likely to fade out. 

Physical science traces with admir- 
able skill the effects of the body on the 
mental disposition. She detects the 
working of foul gases and bad food on 
the system, the clouding of the brain, 
the unsettling of the nerves, the exci. 
tation of the passions, through physical 
maltreatment. She discovers all the 
subtle ways by which to build up a 
healthy body, the proper home of a 
soul. But there she stops. The mys 
terious power of choice by which the 
soul dominates the body, by which 
sometimes the invalid becomes a saint 
and the healthy man a tyrannous brute 
—of these, material science ean give 
no account. She can fpertect the in- 
strument—the body; but she has no 
talismanic word to rouse the master of 
the instrument to useit nobly. To the 
soul in its moments of moral choice, in 
the great crises that gave it direction for 

Lhere needs another teacher then. 
Science walks with men in pleasant 

and light living companionship up to 
the grave—and there stops very short, 
Stops, at the very point toward which, 
all through life, we look with the in. 
tensest longing for knowledge. Here, 
she can neitheir affirm nor deny. She 
has no material from which to shape any 
answer. One thing only she sees: 
the dust returns to the earth as it was, 
But when we cry, * Does the spirit 
return unto God who gave it?” she is 
dumb, 
Have we a Divine Father? Is all 

our life guided by the hand of supreme 
wisdom und supreme love? Science 
can only say, “1 do not know.” Her 
bidding is, to trust to ourselves; for 
of avy one above ourselves who cares 
for us, she has no Dressage. 
On these supreme topios, man gets 

no assurance from the new revelations 
of modern science. If from any other 
source he can be certified of a moral 
law within him, of a God, of immortal- 
ity, he may get much and helpful side- 
light on these things from the intima- 
tions of physical science. But the fun- 
Seminal spiritual facts he must get 
somewhere else, cr not at all. And 
we see this* widely going on: men 
whose whole education und thought 
and mental habit are in the field of 
physical science, gradually let go of the 
belief in God aud immortality, not as 
disproved, but as wholly unproved, by 
the one study that they follow, 
What now is the proper corrective 

for this tendency in the community, 
on the part of those who hold to these 
spiritual facts as certain and of tran. 
scendant importance ? The remedy 
lies not, for the most prt, in contro. 
veray. For this unbelief does not rest 
on demonstrations that can be met and 
over.hrown, It does not present a 
line of battle that can be charged 
und broken and routed by logical as. 
soult, Rather, it fills the minds of 
men with coueeptions and habits of 
thought which need to be offset and 
supplemented by other conceptions. 
What we need is teachers who are 

intensely possessed wiih spiritual truth, 
and will declare it out of the fullness 
of their own conviction. Physical 
science presents u side of things which 
is real, which is impariant, Tad the 
view of which is only hurtful when it 
is taken as the whole instead of part. 
We want for teachers men who see 
the other side of things, the spiritual 
side, with such clearness that they can 
make other men sce it. We want men 
80 full of the sense of God, so uplifted . 
by the prophetic sight of the future. 
life, so conscious of the joy of well-do- 

love, that the fire shall strike from them 
into all who are about them. We 
want men whose whole lives are in the 
atmosphere of duty, of self-sacrifice, of 
aspiration Godward, of faith in Christ, 
of | Jae looking for the kingdom of 
God, of patient toiling for its coming, 

A RELIGIOUS AND 

its whole after-course, science is dumb. 

ing, so radiant with the very spirit of | 
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men speak out of the fullbess of their 
own hearts, they who hear will 
believe. ON 

Beyond question, no teacher of men 
has had such power as Jesus of Nazar- 
eth. Aund how did he teach? He 
hardly attempted to prove, he simply 
asserted. Read his words : of argu. 
mentation there is almost none ; he 
made no inductions, he scarcely em. 
ployed logic—he simply made asser- 
tions. Yet he was believed—as no 
other man ever was, believed not onl 
by Galilean peasants, but by the lofti- 
est souls of the ages since. Why was 
it? Partly, the truth he spoke was 
self-witnessing ; it was of that highest 
order that is accepted as uttered. The 
Golden Rule needs no proof. The 
blessings on the pure, the peace-mak- 
ers, those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness ; the parable of the Good 
Swmaritan ; the whole gospel of love ; 
these need no proof, they are their own 
credentials. And farther, all the 
teachings of Jesus have commanded 
belief simply because they were his 
teachings ; because they were uttered 
by the truest, noblest greatest soul men 
ever knew. In spiritual thiugs we in. 
stinctively believe those whom we most 
highly love and reverence, We trust, 
and rightly trust, the moral judgments 
of the good ; for teachings in the 
highest things of life we look to 
those whose own liyes have been on 
the highest plane. Jesas Christ, by 
virtue of his own goodness, no less 
than by the very nature of the things 
he taught, commands belief as no other 
teacher has ever done. 
The same elements must give power 

to all moral and spiritual teaching. 
The truth must be so apprehended in 
its beauty and greatness that at its 
very statement men will gladly believe, 
If our tifought of God an aDy measure 
apprehends the glory of his being—if 
wo do at all rightly conceive the ma- 
jesty of love, the unutteiable sweet- 
ness, the far-reaching ways of wisdom 
and justice and tenderne-s, that are 
in our Heavenly Father—at the very 
utterance of our thought men will be 
lieve iu him. And again, our own np- 
prehension of spiritual truth must be 
reached throught our lives; we must 
£0 down into the deep experiences ; 
We must live our way into truth through 
purity, through steadfastness, through 
holiness, through love. Spiritual truth 
5. sey of the student a harder dis. 
cipline than science exacts of her fol 
lowers, He who has yielded himself 
to that discipline, he who in his own 
life has reached and grasped the great 
spiritual realities in their certainty und 
their maguificence—he can give the 
teaching without which the interpreta- 
tion of the material world leaves men 
hungry, orphaned, perishing.— Chris. 
tian World, 
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SPURGEON'S CHURCH SYSTEM. 
RE 

BY REV, 8. H, PRATT, BALEM, MASS, 

I think & very erronous idea pre- 
vails to a considerable extent in this 
country respecting the government of 
Mr. Spurgeon's church. Muny seem 
to imagine that large numbers are re. 
ccived, and are then left to themselves, 
and allowed to driit out, in a very loose 
manner, 

While abroad last summer, I made 
Mr. Spurgeoun's church system a spe- 
cial study, and under the. guidance of 
James A. Fpurgeon, the pastor's bro. 
ther, who kindly gave me pages of 
forms from all the church registers, | 
think 1 obtained sufficient information 
10 warrant me in saying that there is 
uo church in New England of a hund- 
red members better watched over and 
disciplined than the Tubernacle Church 
whioh has a membership of four thous: 
and persons. 

Mr. Spurgeon is not only a great 
preacher but a man of rare organising 
Powers and executive ability, His 
oburch is & vast army. He is a great 
commander, Divisions, brigades, regi- 
ments and companies, under their wise- 
ly appointed bihosrs fall into battle or. 
rat his word, There is no confus. of the heavenly hope. When ion and but little frietion, and so he is 

FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 
‘Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, ' June 25, 1873. 

— 
onabled to do great service for the 
Lord, 

Dircetly under Mr. Spukgeon as as- 
sistant pa tor is his worthy brother, 
Mr. James A. Spurgeon, who is en - 

lar salary, 

ers in the church, baptiz 's candidates, 
and often supplies the pulpit in “the 
absence of his brother. "He is « mun 
of no mewn talents, and if at a farther 

y [1emove from the sphere of the ** grout- 
LE | ef glory he would be considered a 

light of cousiderable w:guitude. He | 
intends visiting us soon, and I know he 

‘in the pulpit. 
- I" ought perhaps to speak next of 

the diligent secretary, who, with an 
earnest missionary, may be found wt 
specified hours each day in their rooms 
at the Tabernacle, busily employed 
with the records, correspondence and 
wants of the church. Over the church 
are placed nine deacons and twenty - 
six elders. The former look after the 
finances and “ serve the tables.” The 
latter have the immediate charge of 
the spiritual watohcare of the church. 
Many of those men have earned for 
themselves a ** good degree” and are 
eminent for piety und Holy unetion. 
The Elders meet by themselves once 

a week to cousider upplications fo 
membership, dismission, cases calling 
for disciplive, eto. When a person 
wishes to unite with the church he 
first makes koown his desire to au 
elder, who carefully questions respeot- 
ing his religions experience. The 
case is afterward presented to the 
board of elders. "These, on hearing 
the report, appoint a messenger who is 
instructed to inquire at the home or 
boarding-house and in the workshop, 
respecting the character and habits of 
the applicant. If the messenger's reo. 
port is satisfactory, the application is 
approved and sent up to Mr. Spurgeon 
for final decision. If, however, there 
still remains any doubt as to the fitness 
of the candidate, the same or another 
messenger is appointed, who pursues 
the inquiry uatil a clear judgment cau 
be g ven. 

lo the Klders' Register, opposite to 
the applicant's No.—which corres. 
ponds to his No. on the book afier 
baptism,—is noted down a brief state- 
ment of the leading facts of Lis experi- 
ence, place and kind of work he pur. 
sues, and from time 10 time other notes 
aro added ~eo, g: Mr. A has thus far 
proved himself a useful member—has 
tuken a class in the Sunday School, or 
has shown himself efficient in the 
prayer-meeting, ete. So that Mr. A's 
history can it all times bs known by 
referring to his No on the Register, 
The Churco Records are ruled so 

that the first spuce shows Date and 
How received. Then follows Name 
and Address. Next the Year, then 
the member's No, thefi twelve narrow 
spaces headed with the names of the 
months, and lastly, a column design. 
ated Removals, ach person, on joins 
ing the church, is provided with a cer- 
tain number of Communion a on 
which is placed his ohareh Nb., and 
also the month and the year. Oue of 
these tickets, which I have before me, 
reads : — 

Metropolitan Tabernacle 
‘umm union. 

229, 
March, 1872, 

220 represents Mr. (., and if his 
tisket is handed in to a communion 
service in the mouth of Murch, then an 
X is put down in the appropriate mouth 
column o; posite his name. 
If two or three mouths past and Mr, 
C. bas vot banded in a ticket the fol- 
lowing note is sent to his address ;— 
(Page Nowe) 

My dear iriend ; I find from examination of 
our Church Register, that you have not attend. 
Od LL COMMUNION BIACE wr ws commen 

1 should be glad, If at your earliest conve. 
nlence, you will favor me with a line, lntimat. 
Ing the cause of your absence. 

With Olriviian regards 
I am yours, faithfully, 

Ifuo reply is received, a blank with 
the following headings is given to a 
messenger appointed to visit the de. 
linqueant : 

ployed by the church and paid a reg - | 
He teaches in the college, | 

oversees subordinate officers and worl « | 

will honor the name of Spurgeon, even | 

-h 

WHOLE SERIES. 
Vol. XXX VIL, No. 26 

To a M: ssenger appointed to visit the delinquent 
S00 880 ANB NRIOIIILIGOIOERTST SR e # 

| Page in Churebh Book «i, 

| 
Abseniee to be vi. ted by Hen. 

| NOE iacnite sens R marks last ; 

| | at'enaance. 

AEE EEE EE ETE 

Report, 

F888 00 LAR EAER BEER RERTY 

Date | 

If the usual course of discipline fails 
to restore those who have broken their 

| covenant, on their exclusion from the 
| church the following torw is made out 
| and given to the excluded party : 
The Baptized Church of Jesus Christ, under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. (*. H. Spurgeon 

| UF Mossad sssvas iBone 
| To CARR AANA sare LEE EE EEE 

| We herety inform youn, that according to a 
resolution passed at our Church Meeting, 
Lheldiiissiisassiyour name has heen erased 
fiom the List of Members in fellowship with 
us and ny this our unanimoas act and deed, You cease 10 be numbered with us as a Church. 
Although i 1s our duty thus to remove your 
name from our rolls, weshall ¢ tinue to prav that your name may be ound writt o in the Law's Book ot LL te, 

Sigued for the whole chu ch 
Pastor. 
lders 

This votification, like all certificates 
and letters given by this church is prin- 
ted on a sheet and stamped across with a 
‘row of swall holes sothat it can be readi- 
ly tora from thie part which is designed 
to remain in the book, giving the Mem. 
ber's No , Date, Name, Address Cause of 

' kixclusion ; thereby a reference volums 
(1s preserved. The Elders are as so 
any pastors, not ouly receiving and 
disoipling members, bat having a very 
special oversight and oare of the flock. 

There is another book, in addition to 
the two above mentioned, called the 
Attendance Book. in which is kept a 
list of the names of the church members 
who are regular attendants but not con- 
pected with the Tabernacle Church. 
When this church is desirous of hav- 

ing any one of this number Join its 
membership, or when a person who is 
known to be worthy makes re juest for 
himself, the church sends to the church 
of which said person is a member, the 
following let er : 
The Baptized Church of Jesus Christ wor. 

shipping at the Metropoiitan Tabernacle, 
Newington, to the Church of Curisteeeee, 
sondeth heiriy greeting : 

Dear Brethren in the Faith, — 
Qur IR 5 0453 S520 VBA D4 Ant ade «ss+ssWho 5, we beliove, uw member, with vou. has ex- Wp a dost @ 10 be united with us in ¢ hurch 

‘cliowship, audwe are preparcd th receive him it vom te | ableto ¢rvnt hm a setisfactory 
Letter of D smitsslon. Should there be any thing which might prevent your dismissing ‘ar friend, #* suid accept it us a token of 
Christ an contidenco if you will intorm us of 5 but as Tur ns wg ean ascertain, his reasons lor removetaban@mber hip are such us satisty 
his own gousgence, and his conduct while with as Lorthishorio heen con istent. We yeh 4 affociionately solicit the favor of a 
Dismissory Lotter at your ear!fost convenience and take this opportunity of presenting our fraternal salutations, and uniting our prayers 
With yours kr the coming of our Lord and the extension of his kingdom. 

(iruce. mercy, and peuce be with you from God our Father, and from ou: L rd Jesus Christ. thiough the Spirit. 
On behalf of the Church at the Metropolitan Tuberiacle, Newin ton, ; (Signed) 

; Pastor, 
st Eiders 

Theniare given your rea lers, | 
trust, a littke idea of the system which 
prevails in this great body of O ristian 
workers, By means of elders, mis- 
sionarivs and messengers, the whole 
body is not only kept alive, but trained 
and pruned, like a well tended vine, so 
that its branches run over the wall and 
bring forth abundant fruit to the praise 
and glory of Christ Jesus the Lord. 

EDUCATION ANCIENT versus 
MODERN, 

The University of London has led 
the way in Koglaud in opening degrees 
in Soience, Law, and Medicine—to 
students who have not aoquired any 
knowledge of Greek. There is we be- 
lieve—says the Lovidon Spectator— 
hardly a single Continental University, 
either in Germany, Italy, or France, 
which has not been before us in this 
respect ; but in these islands, where in- 
tellectual, like other traditions, tuke 
strong hold, it hus not. been easy for 
men to noknowledge that there can be 
such a thing as a man of culture who 
has never construed a page of Greek: 
Nevertheless, it is certain that the 
methods of the natural sciences wre 
forming more aud wore every day, a 
school of culture of their own, wud that 
the girele of human kiiowledge is got- 
ting too wide to demand from young 
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