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Christian Messenger. 
HALIFAX, N 8., JULY 23, 1873. 

THE TEACHER. 

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1873. 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES, 
A 

Sunpar, July 27th. 

The Temptation of Jesus.—Matt. ir. 

GoLoeN Texr,—* For in that the him- 
sell hath suffered, being tempted, he is 
alle to succor them that are tempted.” 
Hebrews ii. 18, 

Couyit 10 MEMORY : Verses 1.4. 

Suwmary —Thrice did the devil tempt 

our Lord, thrice was he vanquished by our 
Lord. 

Anarysis —1 Thefast. vo, 1. 2 U 

The first temptation ve. 8,4 111 The 
second temptation, v8. 5, 7. IV The 

third temptation. vs. 8:10. V. Angelic 
aid. vs. 11, 

Exposition. — Verse. 1.—Then. Alter 

the baptiswn and evidently immediately after, 

As his wintstry ended on the cross in vie 

torious struggle with the powers of hell, so 

does it nt once begin with a struggle with 

the same power, Col. ii. 15. Led wp. 

From the valley of the Jordan into the 

higher country, or desert. This was most 

obviously the same dusert or ** wilderness” 

as that mentioned in iii, 1. The Greek 

word is the same, and the connection favors 

the view that the same r gion was meant, 

Tradition specifies the moundin ol Quaran 
tana, between the Mount of Olives and 
Jericho, and described by Dr. Robinson as 
“ an almost perpendicular wall of rock, 
twelve or filteen hundred feet above the 
plain.” as the exact place of the temptation, 
Quarantara is from guadraginta, the Latin 

for furfy, because of the forty duys of fust- 

ing and temptation, The tradition is not 
trusted hy scholars, and some suppose that 

the place of temptation was east<of the 
Jordan, Deut. xxxii 10; viii. 15, By 
the Spirit, The Holy Spirit, not his own 
spirit or mind, Luke iii 106. We meet 
here dn very striking fact frecly taught else- 
where, that though our Saviour was in his 

own person divine, not less than huwan, 
God ss well as man, he yet had pot less 
need of the Holy Spirit than we, and his 
life unfolded and shaped itsell under the 
operation. Tempted by the devil. The 

Bible knows but one devil, traducer ; called 

aleo Satan, enemy 
Virse 2 — Fasted - Luke says, ** he did 

eat nothing in those days.” Chap iv. 2 
There is no good reason why we should not 
take the fasting to be total abstinence from 
food. Forty days and forty nights. After. 
ward an hungered. Apparently implying 

that thus far he had not been conscious pf 

bunger—too much absorbed in spiritual 

activity. If wo, there was a brief cessation, 
thus leaving him to feel the terrible gnaw. 
ings of a bunger consequent on the long 
fast, 

Verse 3 — When the tempter came to him 
This muy not have been his first visit 

Mark i. 13: Luke i. 2; but from his return 
after a trief absence. If so, the second 
stage in Christ's temptation begins here ; 
and of the preceding stage, we have no 
other description than the mere tact that he 
was ** tempted forty days,” while of this 
we have the detailed ncoount, Others, 

however, with some reason, suppose this tw 
bave heen the beginning But how did the 
tempter come? Waa it in visible form, or 
by vision, or in some other way? The 
Scripture does not gratify curiosity, It 
shows that somehow the devil had such wne- 
cess to Christ's mind ae to set vivid'y be- 
fore him his own satanic thoughts, and 
perhaps to bring the mighty infuence ol 
his own satanic wili and disposition to bear 
apon him. It aleo seems clear that we are 
to take the reference to the places as literal 
The connection and the character of the 
account buth require such view. Jf thou 

be the Son of God. Apparently referring 
to the voice from heaven atthe baptism, ij, 

17; perhaps also to what way have occurred 
during the previous forty days. The words 
do nut express doubt, The meaning of the 

original would be more nearly given by 

reading, ** since thou,” eto. Satan doubt 
loss knew that Christ at least had no doubt 
on this point, and hence a temptation to 
be of nenil must assume that Sonship ne a 
fact. Command, wore literally */ speak," 
Gen | 3; Pealmsxxiii. 9, that these stones 
bemade bread, For‘ bread" read * loaves,’ 

makiog it thus correspond to ** stones.” as 
in the Greek. The loaves were usually 
swall, round and thin, not very unlike in 
size and form stones which may have been 
belure the eyes of Christ. This change 

| would be s miracle, and virtually an aot 

of creation, and hence of omnipotence. 

Chis Satan expects Christ to do in his own 

strength, by virtue of the power belonging 

to him as Suny i e., he assumes, as did his 

childten, the unbelieving Jews, that the 

title, the Son of Gud" implied divine 

nature or Deity. Sce Juhn x. 36 ; xsix. 
Christ does not correct, but rather endore- 

oe a8 true the assumption, It stands with 

the same full literalness as that other title, 

“the Son of Man.” The principle here, 

of course, reached far beyond this one act 

of supplying his want of food it covered 

the w ole domain of human wants and 

| needs nnd aspirations, How mightily wust 

such a temptation have wrought upon 

Jerus! with his human conscivusness of a 

divine power, and his humno susceptibilities 

80 keen and powerful, This same tewpta- 

tion to self sufficiency is pressed upon us, 

of this time, in a anyrind ways, by this 

same-enewy of souls, on every veeisin of 

urgent want. How hard, then, to stand 

and ** wait upon God; ue hard ne for the 

soldier to stand underfire of the enemy. 

and not be allowed to advance, retreat, or 

return fire a 
Verse 4.— Ml is written. By this word 

Christ wins, The devil would wrench him 

from the divine order, Irom univn with the 

Father. Christ flees at once to the divine 

order or law, and hy grasping that law, as 
it stands belure man in the written Word, 

thus holds fust to it, as though anchored, 

In his hold on Seripture, and the hold of 
Scripture on him, he finde hiv safcty The 
battle is won already. His quotation 

shows it. * Man shall not hive by bread alone, 

but by cvery word that proceedeth out of the 

mowth of God. From Deut. vii. 3, See 

the connection, there, and how exactly 

suited to Christ's use. God, not our own 

pressing wants, God's eternal order, not 

our personul ends, must shape our course 

We abide by his Word, whether ** it is 
written,” or otherwise kouwn. low in- 
structive to us this unswer He was temp 
ted in this pont, ** as we are "most 

surely | 
Verse 5. — Holy City, i. e., Jerusalem, 

for there was the onpital of ** the holy 
people.” and the temple, the seat of their 
holy worsh'p. xxvii 83 ; Luke iv, 9. 

A pinnacle of the temple. More exactly, 

‘the pinnnele," i e., rome well known and 

especinlly high one, There is no evidence 

that Satan carried Christ bodily through 

the air, but the words ** taketh " and 

‘ setteth '* bith imply that Christ was in 
this mutter virtually under Satan's direction 

and control xxvii. 27, So always when 

the word translated *“ taketh " ocours 
In Luke iv: 9, we have ** brought,” literally 
led or conducted, The passage seems to 
teweh that Christ was in body on the pinoa. 

cle. That it was to ** the temple’ that 
he was tuken, may have been !ecause as 
Son of God, tha was specially his own 
house, and here would be the place to make 
the display of himself as Son of Gd. 

Verse 0.— If thou be, ete, ns above 

‘ gince thou art," cast thyself down in 

order to prove thy Sonship, and so enter 
at unoe into the exercise of thy right as 
Sun iv opposition to what Christ knew to 
be his duty and God's will, Hb v. 8 
Now mark Satan's oraftiness, He had jus’ 
fiiled in his effort to tura Christ our of the 
divively ordered way of patient tuil and 
sullering, hy using to this end the power 

inherent of himself. By quoting God » 
Word, and just that passage of it, J sun 
reveals his fwmovible loyality to divine 
purpise, Now the devil says, Woll, be i. 
#0; hold to God's purpose, hold tw the 

Father, trust him, bat trust him to stand 

by you in this ** short cut” to glory, trast 
hiw even more perfectly than you are doing 

by waiting, and as you rest on Soriptur:, 

Soripture you have, Artful devil! Then 
he quotes from Seripture, Ps, xoi 11, 12 
Just as he is doing to day, in so much of 

the learned and unlearned irreligion that 
through the press, the public address, and 
private conversation is sent abroad, dressed 

in Scripture clothes. 

Verse 7 — Observe that we are not to 

take the devil's plans, and then beonuse of 
our sonship expect the Father to help uy 
out with those plans, That is no true 
trust ; that is ite most wicked 0 unterleit, 
presumption. That is not to trust, it is to 

“tempt ;" and the Scripture in which 

interpretation is, Thou shalt not tempt, eto, 
This ** point" in Christ's temptation is the 
very one in which we, “in the weariness 
and suffering of our service of Gud in a 
wicked‘world, are constantly and vehewent- 

ly tempted, | 
Verses 8, 0 ~The third temptation 

Taken, as above, conducts, or leads Es 
ceeding high mountain. Seo nbuve on wa. 

THE CHRISTIAN ME 

Satan's quotation is to find its principle of 

"1. All the kingdoms of the world and the 
glory of them. Luke adds,** in a moment 

of time.” iv. 5. There ie to the natural eye 

the view of Palestine's fair land and ad- 
jrcent regions,"and instantly Satan to this 

outward view on its natural suggestion, 

impresses the mind with that marvellous 

vision of worldly glory and grandeur. He 

does not now say, ** Since thou art this Son 

of God,” for he ‘proposes nothing which 
appeals to the sense of sonship, He only 
connects his plea at onee with Christ's 
sense of a lofty destiny on earth, and his 

fearful, instinctive shrinking from the way 
of suffering and death which strctehed on 
before him. It is still the old ery, Take 

* the short cut'to glory, to position, to 

your destination ; and if you can't use your 
own power as Son, if you can’t look to the 

Father for his power, no matter; this 
world is in my hand—its pomp, power, 
glory, all is mine, and you can trust me to 
enrry you through. Here is the temptation 
which #0 comes upon us, which has #0 
come upon the chureh, and has 80 overcome 
the chureh, 

Verse 10. — Get thee hence, Satan. W hen 
it cowes to ths, that Satan's aime and 
Satan's power were both to be accepted, 
there is nu call to discriminate and correct 
For it is written. Deut, vi, 10, Gods 
first law, the clearest, plainest, And net 
even Satan could find w text which, his io. 
genuity. could pervert iow a justification 
ol its disobedience. 

Verse 11: Then the devil ieaveth him, 
Written for our encouragement, in proot 
that if we ¢ resist the devil he will flee 
from us.” Tire circuit of erticement is 
o.mpleted Christ ownnut be mwde tw 
atandon the way of Gud, however difficult 
in presumptuous relinnee upon hiweelt, or 
upon Gud, or upon Satan, Oh, that we 
and our pupils nny, hike Christ, hold lase 
to the Word of God, and to God whose 18 
the Word And shall we nut hencelurth 
offi r with more earncstuess and a better 
understanding the prayer, Lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
teed weil the caution, wand oling thst to 
the promise in 1 Cor. x. 12, 13, Angels 
came, vio, See Luke xxii. 43. 

Questions.—The subject of our last 
les-ou ? What new stage of Christ's lile 
was begun by his baptism ? 

Va. 1. Tv what place was Christ 12d? 
Chap. tii. 1 Wuen? By whom? For 
what? What two kinds of temptation or 
trial are there ? Genesis xxit. 1; Jawes 
i. 18, 14. Did Curse endure both kinds ? 

Vi. 2 Why do you think Christ fuswa? 
Do we tind mentivned élsewhere in Scrip 
ture the period ol lorty days, or that of 
forty years? Exodus xxiv. 18; 1 Kings 
xx. 8 

Vs. 3. What was the first temp ution? 
+D + you think Satan knew who Clirist was? 
Why just then should he hive suggested 
this miracle ? 

Vs. 4 What barm would their have 
been in working it?” What lessun for ue 
here? 

Vs. 5. What is ** the holy city"? What 
is uw * pinnacle of the temple”? Why 
should Christ huve been taken there rather 
than clsuwhere ? 

Ve 6. What kind of a king did the Jews 
expect the Messinh tote 7 Why did Satan 
now quote Scripture to Christ? 

Vi. 7. What was wrong in the sugges 
tion? What leon is here for us? 

Ves 8.9 Lhe third tewptation ? 
Va. 10° What was wrong in the sug- 

gestion? Are we thus tempud? Can we 
ronint? James iv. 7. 

Ve 11 What nre angels called in Heb, 
i 147 How thik you, did they minister? 
Abridged trom the Baptist Teacher, 

Scripture Catechism, 131, 132, 

Sunpay. August 3rd —The Ministry of 
Jeeus. = Matt av 17.25. 

Aouths’ Department, 
AUNT POLLY'S ADVICE. 

BY EULA LEE 

Il things go wrong in the household 
(As they vlten will, you know), 

Or you're worried out with wues that vex, 
Aud the ghildren By you so, 

Don't sit in the vale of shudows, 
Or stoop to be a sould ; 

"Iwill only make bad worse, yi u sce, 
Wuile you grow gray aod oid, 

I know how things will bother, 
While work seems mountain high, 

And the adding of a leather's weight 
Makes you tel us if you'd fly; 

Aud then perbmps your husband 
Says some thing quite unkind 

(He has his worries, too, poor man), 
So pray, theu, never wind, 

A sharp retort is hest uneaid, 
Though ceusure's bard to bear ; 

But Juhu may think you're most to blame, 
It you his spirit share, 

Tuen keep your temper, gentle Nell, 
Just do the bust you can, 

And by.and by Goa will uniold 
The secret of His plan, 

I've had my troubles, too, dear Nell, 
And wany and many a day, 

If she Lord had not been with me, 
I'd have fuinted by the way. 

Then let Faith told ber browding wing 
O'er wll your doubts and fours, 

And Gd will give thee needed strength 
Fur ull ghe coming years, 

SSENGER. 
TUE STREET OF THE IDLERS, 
When the city of Bremen was a little 

village surrounded by bogs, an old peasant 
lived there with his seven eons, They 
were called ** the scven idlers” by their 
neighbors, who were themselves as lazy and 
idle as possible. At length these seven 
brothers grew ashamed of doing nothing, 
and went out into the world to work, One 
day the cry was heard, ** The reven idlers 
are returning! The seven idlers!" 
The neighbors rushed to the windows 

Yes there they were, with spades and hoes 
and all kinds of strange implements. The 
next morning they went with shovels and 
epides to their father’ meadows, and com- 
menced digging a deep ditch, that drained 
the water [rom the fields, and in a short 
time the meadows stood free from water. 
When the neighbors saw the rich grass on 
the meadows, they said, ** O ! the idlers ! 

they do not like standing in the water, and 
fishing for the hay as their father did. 
They are afraid of work.” ; 

In the autumn the seven brothers carried 
stones and wood to build a house near their 
father’s cottage. | 

“0! they think the little cottage too in. 
convenient,” said the neighbors again ; 
** they are afraid of the trouble ” 

At length, seven houses stood in a row 

heside the little cottage, and the seven bro- 
thers married and lived happily near their 
parents. 
“ They are afraid of being burdened by 

their relations,” cried the neighbors; who 

lived with their sons and daughters in-law 
in one house. 
The seven idlers now built stables and 

barns opposite their dwellings, and made a 
pavement of stone. 

** They arealraid of cleaning their boots,” 
whispered the neighbors, who were accus 
tomed to sink ankle deep into the wud of 

their roads, 
Tne also planted a row of trees on either 

side of the roads. 
** It is to save the trouble of a walk into 

the woods, thought the neighbors. 
The seven brothers dug a well. Then 

the neighbors shrugged their shoulders 
higher than ever. 
* They are too idle to carry the water 

from the river in pails,’ said they. 
That was a lung time ago, and the little 

village has grown int) a large city, but the 
busy strect were the brothers once lived is 
still called the Street of the Idlers, — Metho- 
dist, 

Se ————— ae 

THE OWL WHO WROTE A BOOK. 

The owl who wrote a book to prove that 
the sun was not full of light, but that the 

whole world had been mistaken about it, 
und that the whole world was wrong and 
the owl alune was right. 

** What a wonderful book !' cried all 
the night birds, ** and it must be right ; 

our lady, the owl, has such very large oyes, 

ol ignvrance.” . A 

“ Very true,” cried the bats, ¢ she is 
right, no doubt, As fur us, wo cannos sce 
a blink ; the woon and sun are like to us. 
And for anything we koow, there is no 
light in either. Su we went over inja body 
to her opinion," 

By-and-by the matter was noised abroad 
until the eagle heard of it. Le called the 
birde around him, aod looking duwa upon 
them from his rocky throne, spoke thus: 

** Children of the light and of the day, 
bewure of night birds; ther eyes may be 
lnrge, but they are ro furwed thas they enn 
not receive the light, And what they can. 
nut see they deny the existence of Let 
them praise the durkoess or the moonlight 
in their baunts, they have not known soy. 
“thing better ; but let us who luve the light, 
becaure our eyes can bear it, give ull glory 
to the fountain of it snd wake our boast 
of the sun, whilst we pity the poor moon 
worshippers who live in comparative dark- 
ness.” 

The moral is all around ue, — Good Cheer. 

Cuoice Names. ~The names of the canal 
houts on the Delaware and Hudson Osoal 
are ubout ae various and reowly as the 
names of the modern novels. ere are 
some of thew, and they du very well for 
the purpose to which they are put: ** Be 
Just and Fear Nt."—* Fu Quite » 
Healthy Lad,” It's Naughty, But it's Nice,” 
aod ** Free Labor.” 

+ w——p—— ea eo w—— —— ——— aw 

that a railway ticket is good lor six 
if’ not used befure the expiration of that 
tie, ’ 

 _—-— —r 

A wag speaking of a blind wood sawyer 
says that while none ever saw him see, 
thousands bave seen biw saw.” 

a as mcg 1 —— A —— 

woon was much more luminous ; that she | 

of evurse she can see through all na 

A court at Portland Me, has decided | 

Scvmon, 

For the Christian Messenger, 
& 

THE PREACHER'S COMPLAINT, 
AND SOME OF THE REASONS 

wre 

FOR IT." 

The Scrmon preached before the N. 8. 
Central Baptist Association at [ridge- 
water on Monday June 30, 1873. 

By Rev. I. J. SKINNER, 

( Published by special request, of the Asso- 
cation ) | 

Who hath believed our report i Isa. lili. 1. 

Every man that labours, expects some 
remuneration. The farmer looks for a 
crop as the reward of his toil. The mer 
chinnt employshis skill ard capital with 
the hope of realizing a fair profit, The 
professional man plies his vocation with 

the same expectation, And if alter a sea- 
son of patient and luborivus effort the lege- 
timate fruits do not appear, the spontaneous 
inquiry arises, What can be the reason of 
failure, and what can be done to prevent a 
récurrence of the same in future. 

Christian ministers are laborers, Indeed 
this is true of all christians, but pre-emin- 
ently #0 of those to whom the treasure of 
the gospet’is committed, Their work is to 
preach the everlasting gospel—to scatter 
broad cast the seeds of divine truth, Their 
field of operation is the wide world, and 
their rewards are to be gathered from the 

triumphs of truth over error and wicked- 
ness. Their heart’s truest and holiest joys 
are derived from the fact that souls are 
saved by the truth which they preach. 
And when they are permitted to witness 
the gathering in of precious eouls their 
joy in like that of the reapers when they 
bear, ** The harvest treasures home." : 

No work is 80 important as this—none 
so dignified and glorious, and none that 
promises such a rich reward. God, that 
cannot lie, has said lor the entouragemens 
of nis servants, ** As the rain cometh 
down and the snow from lleaven and re- 
turweth not thither but watereth the earth 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 

way give seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater, %0 shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth. It shall not re-. 
turn unto me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I pleare and shall prosper in 
the thing whereto | sent it Isa, lv. 10, 11.” 

With tbisand kindred promises the preach- 
er goes forth, sowing the seed of truth, 
and expecting a plentiful harvest. Bus 
alas ! in #0 many cases, how few precious 
shenves are githered. How often is the 
servant of Gud compelled, under the 
erushing weight (f deappuintment, to 
utter the sad and disheariening complaint 
** Lord who hath bolicved our report ?* 

Never, it appears to me, was this com- 
plant move justifinble than at the present 
tiwe. If we look at the statistics of oar 
denomination io these Provinces and P. E. 
Leland for the year ending August, 1873, 
we find that by a listle calculation we 
arrive at the startling truth, that some 
thirty sermons were prenched during that 
time lor every one person baptized. With 
theese facts betore ue ought not he inquiry 
to be awakened in the mind of every 
minister of the ; ospel, Why 0 mush labor 
and #0 little increase? Why #0 many ser: 
wons and so few additions 

While we would not by uny means re- 
gard the pumbcer ul baptisme in any church 
or Association as the true measure uf the 
good accomplished, nevertheless, are we ngs 
warranted by the word of Gud in looking 
for a much larger increase in our churches, 
than it has been our privilege to record for 
sowe time past? Ought we not, therefore, 
to ¢xhibit the deepest concern as to the 
reasons for the existing state of things, 
and what can be done to effect a change 
for the better. 

I purpose this morning, with all due de- 
forenve to those who are my seniors ia the 
ministry, presenting, what 1 cunceive to 
be sume of the causes of the nun effective 
ness of the preaching of the present day, 
and | assure you wy Brethren that it is 
with a degree of trembling thas | approach 
the subject. I trust I shall be aided by 
your sympathies and prayers and guided 
by she Holy Spirit, that 1 may ** speak 
the truth in love.” 

There are two prominent and obvious 
reasons for the nun.success of the gospel. 
The une is clearly indicuted in the chapter 
which contains the text, via. : The unpre. 
tending character of the great author of the 
Gospel, as well us the bumble maneer io 
whieh tle should make his appenrince op 
earth. The other is the unreasonable and 
porsistent rebellivo of the huwao heart— 
that nwiul perversity of wan's nature, that 
loads him 40 reject the truth and wrample 
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