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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

readers in ~t:lnt County will be able to
explain how the mistake occurred.
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In several other Districts in the

Province like changes appear, as will be
seen b,’the following statement :
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As, under the circumstaunces, it is
impossible to compute the progress
made during the past decade by either
of the Baptist bodies, I have pre-
pared the following comparative state-
ment, showing their combined progress
in the different Counties, by which it
will be seen that the ratio of increase
has been nearly ove per cent. greater
than that of the whole population in
Nova Scotia, making it selr-evidem that
the decrease shewn in Annapolis Co,
is 'a gross mistake:
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For the Christian Messenger,

‘“ Pray for the peace of Jerusalem."

And our adversaries said, They shall not
know, ncither see, till we come in the midst

smong them and slay them, and cause the
work to cease,

They which builded on the wall, and the
that bare burdens, with those that laded,

every one ~ith one of his hands wrought in the

work, and the other Aand held a weapon, Nes
hemiuh iv 2, 11,

Doubtless (he enemy would rejoice
to see us indugiog in mutual censure,
recrimipation aud strif, for if our wea-
pons are turned upon each other, they
have vo terror to the foe.

And then the mutual wound of a
moment, might réquire yearsto beal it
Until we fairly sud fully understand
each other, let us strive to be patient
and cousiderate, for we may find upon
careful examivation, that we are all
wutually, if vot equally ioterested in
the same object.

“Let us wot, there, judge one
another,” “but study the things that
make for peace.” 1 have no fear that
sufficiont seal and ability will be want.
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Lingly conflicting interests among us}

| same dialect as those in Maulwain.

Y et there is probably no part of Siam
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ing, to discuss the various and seem-

my only anxiety is, that the spirit of
mutual:trust, forbearavce, and concil-
intion, may be exeroised and manifested
among us. * Let nothing be done
through strife, or vain glory, but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem
others, better than himself.”
Yours truly,
Pax.
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For the Christian Messenger.

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

Dear Brother,—

I received letters last niiht by the
English mail from Miss Norris.and
Brother George, and hasten to:com-
mavicate some particulars to you. |

Miss Norris's letter is dated Feb.
8. She had returned from her excur-
sion to Siam, during which she had
enjoyed intercourse with many of the
Karens of that country, and found them
prepared to receive the Missionaries
whenever they should appear among
thema, The native preachers who ac-
companied her preached f{requently,
and with encouraging results. It is
probable that some pupils for the
Tavoy school will cross over from Siam
during the rainy season. Some in-
quirers have also intimated their inten-
tion to remove-to Tavoy, subjoined is
an extract from the letter :—

“ Our party for Siam couvsisted of
ten Karens, two elephants, and myself.
The elepbants and five Karens we dis-
missed when we reached the villages
on the other side of the border. We
crossed two mountain ridges, and look-
cd down from high places on some of
the grandest forest scenery I ever ex.
pect to see. These two ridges, with
the wild valley between them, form
the boundary between Burmah and
Siam. Leaving them behind us, we
quickly reached human babitations
again, We crossed yet another chain
of limestone rocks before reach-
ing the Maynam river; but there
are Karens scattered everywhere
through this district. We were well
received by the natives, all of whom
were Kapens, speaking precisely the’

The Bassein girls who accompanied |
me (two girls and two vative teachers)
were at home amoong them immediate-
ly, and they uunderstood me with little
difficulty : after the first day or so I
could converse with them readily,

“ The country seems to be remark-
ably healthy although so many fear
fever, not ouly myself but the whole
party were & mooth among the
mountains, travelling all day, day af-
ter day, but returned in better bealth
than when we set out, We visited
several villages, one of which Mr. aud
Mrs. Carpenter visited last year:
many told us of their visit, and of the
native preachers who were with thém ;
they wanted to’'see them ‘again, and
a-ked many questions which showed
their teachings were unot forgotten,

!

where DBuddhist influence has taken

Miss DeWolfe is still at her post,
but Miss Norris says that she canuot
**in human probability remain more
than a year longer.”

Io a letter dated Feb. 14. Brother
George says, ** I have just come home
from four weeks in the jungle : had a
grand time, baptized six,” **God is
working marvellously on the Burwans
at this time,"”

I hope we shall be able to send a
strong reinforcement to our Mission-
aries next Fall,

Yours truly,
A J. M. Cranvr,

Wolfuille, April 19th, 1873,

The Christian Bessragrr.

Halifax, N. 8., April 23, 1878,

SUPPORT OF THE MINISTRY,
FREE SITTINGS,

—

| most effectually combined, and the

We rejoice in a free gospel. It
comes to us without mooey aud with.
out price, Its privileges ure open to
all 10 receive and emjoy, without pur-
chase,  Salvation being ~wholly by

| grace, through fuith, und the gift

of God, all the arrangements in_ con.
nection with the gospel should be -in
harmony with these principles. In
our houses of wership we are glad to
invite our friends, our neighbours,
aud—certainly no less than was the
case under the old Jewish dispen-
sation—the stranger that is withio our
gates. Not enly wo, but, in the spirit
of the Master, would we go out into
the streets sud lanes, and urge the sor-
rowful and suffering to come in and
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partake with us of the feast, so liber-
ally and abundaotly prepared. If we
ourselves have tasted the preciousness
of pardon and pepoe with God, through
our Lord Jesus Christ, we would, in
like manner, have all men come and
participate with us in the same salva.
tion. A church of Christ is formed
for the purpose of sustaining the
preaching of the gospel and the public
worship of God. In makiog arrange-
ments for these objects some parties ar
required to incur pecaniary liabilities.
Asstewards we areall responsible toGod
and must not suppose we can shirk the
fulfilment of this ome without danger and
loss, any more than we can other
claims that present themselves. We
peed not at this day re-affirm that we
do not require, or believe it right, that
the State. or the government for the
time being, in any city or country,
should be charged with such duties,
ThLese belong tothe churches—believers
in the Lord Jesus—and any who are
willing to aid-them or participate with
them in devotional exercises and re-
ligions instruction. .
Whether the, seats in the House of
worship, are held by individuals in the
congregation, in fee simple, or by the
church asa whole, and rented toindivid-
uals aud families, it matters not, the
apirit of our Lord teaches us that no
barrier should be raised against any
persons coming in and hearing the word
preached. James ii, 1-4. The fact of
seats or pews being held, either by
right as' property, or by rental, is, by
some people, regarded asa barrier to
many who would otherwise attend and
join in our ehristian assemblies. If
that be the case we should be most
anxious to know it, so that every hind-
rance might be removed and a free
course be given to the gospel message.
[t doubtless does appear more free for
the members of a church to waive their
right te any particalar places in the
House of God duriug the time of pub-
lic worship, but it might be no less free
in reality under other arrangements.
The effort should be, and usually is we
believe, to afford comfortable accom-
modation to all, rich and poor alike and
to enable all to enter into the service
without restraint or hindrance, and so
to let all feel that they are invited and
heartily welcome to any seat not ac-
tually occupied for the time beiug.
How this freedom and support may ve

flecessary expemses - of sustaining
public ‘'worship met, i8 a matter on
which men hold different opinions or
rather one on which there is a variety
of ‘modes or plans of proceediug.
Some churches where the pews are
held as property by members of the
congregation raise what is needed
wholly by subseription ; other church-
es. rent the seats by the year,
or equarter, or month, and when
that is ot sufficient raise the balance
required by subscription or by collec-
tion more or less frequent,

Weekly Contributions sre regarded
by many as most in accordance with
Seripture because the Apostle directed
the churches of Galatia and Corinth *on
the first day of the week to lay by in
store a8 God had prospered them’ for
the poor saints at Jerusalem, so that
there should be no gatherings when he
came, 1 Cor, xvi. 1.2, We shall not
presume to decide that this wasintended
to teach that coutributions for church
purposes should be weekly. Doubt-
less it recoguises the praetice of first |
duy-of-the-week assembling together ;
and perhaps the observance of this as
one of the duties of fellowship may
be not inappropriately drawn from the
apostolic injunction given tothese prim.
itive christians. If the saiots then
could better ¢xercise the privilege and
duty of benevclence on the Lords's
Day, may uot the same principle gene-
rally rule now ?

There way be peculiar circum-
stances counected with one place or
people that do net exXist with others
which may wake other plaus mwore
suitable, but, in geveral, where weekly }
contributions have been properly tried, |
we think they have been attended with |
less difficalty aud bave also been pro-
ductive of satisfuctory results We |
mast return to this matter again ut |
some other time,
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The ** Atlantio” disaster calls forth
expressious of very different charactef
from different writers. An ignorant
or wicked writer in the New York Sun
in referring to the sad event tried to
make it appear that Halilax harbor
was a very difficalt and dangerous one
to enter, and that it was ouly visited by
fishing smacks, and by them as seldom
as they could help. WhereastheCunard
steamers for near twenty.years made

i

regular visits every fortaight without
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losing a vessel, s passenger, or a letter,
we believe, and some of the largest
steamers during summer and winter
come hero almost daily, the Great
Eastern has paid us a visit and is
to como agnin in a few weeks. It
is surprising that & man of such
limited knowledge should be employed
to write for any New York paper.
But our Amerioan cousing are not all
of that character. Our Philadelphia
contemporary the National Baptist in’
treating on the subject remarks :

But somebody was to blame. It was
not one of those irresistible, inevitable cat-
astrophes, like earthquake or torpado,
against which buwan effort and huwman
foresight are vain., She did not spring a
leak ; she was not surprised by a gale ; she
was not way-laid by ice-bergs ; but a sea-
worthy vessel, on a famihar coast, in a
clear night, she struck on a reck laid down
on the charts, and as well known to mar-
imers as is the Tower of London.

The sad disaster will long be a most
apropriate text on the insecurity of all
earthly things, and serve for many an
exhortation to attend without delay
to the “one thing needful.” The same
article opens with the following ap-
propriate paragraph :

\

¢ There is sorrow on the sea ; it cannot
be quiet.,”” All eyes are turned toward the
fital headland of Nowva Scotia, where the
Atlantic lies shattered and sunk, while the
waves wnload her and roll shoreward
their ghastly freight. How inadequ.-
ate are words to give voice to the tecl
ings that fill a thousand homes, on both
sides of the ocean! Iow overwhelming:
is the admonition that, from the wsad
scenes of Monday night, speaks of the

rpetual imminence of death, and of the
safety which is found alowe in Chryist !

Another lesson in the same paper
is drawn from it as follows :

UNrORTUNATE DEray.—It is said, that
at its last session, the Dominion Parliament
wade an appropriation for the erection of
 lighthouse at Prospect Cape, where the
Atlantic was wrecked, and that mow they
deeply regret that the work was not ac
complished. The calamity, whbich is in
part due to this delay, impresses a solemn
lesson. 1f there is an{thmg we ought to
do mow, by all means let us do it.
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We have generally given our Epis-
copalian friends credit for at least an
average amount of information, and
capability of appreciating an argument,
and we thiok the editor of the Chwrch
Chronicle must have presumed on his
readers being less well-informed than
we had supposed them to be, when he
attempted to impose upon them such a
paragraph as the following in refereunce
to the faith and practice of the Bep-
tists :—

 The Baptists ns is well known reject
the Baptism of infants who cannot talk.
Infants who can talk they baptize as
readily a8 other people. It is not infant
baptism as such that they oppose, though
such is the common impression for we have
known them to baptize children of eight
years or younger, It is not the in/ancy
but the inability to talk, that is the difh-
culty, The tendeney wentiongd is very
strong upon them to bartiue at the earliest
possible moment when the gift of speech ia
obtained. -We really cannot oursclves sce
why they should not baptize before. If an
infant of eight years is a fit subject for
baptism, posscsses an intelligent fuith and
knowledge, and is capable of making an
Intelligent coniession ol the Christian re-
ligion we fail to rvee, and most of those
who reason on the suhject fail to see wlny
an infant of eight days cannot do thesame,”

Indeed ! How very remarkable!
Our eontemporary is quite correct in
his statement that ** It is not Infant

| Buptisw, as such, that they oppose.”

But what a profound argument in
favor of the baptism of unconsciouns
babes! After receiving so much light
on ‘the subject, how fully convinced
the readers of our contemporary must
be of the scripturalness of administer-
ing baptism, so called, to** an infant of
eight days.” We mever contend for
nerely adult baptism as many suppose.
Whether the subject be a believer of
eight or eighty years of age if he or
sho give evidence of gevuine piety,
aud have a desire to follow Christ and
walk in all the ordinsnces and com-
mandmeunts of the Lord, we cordiully
iuvite them to join themselves to his
disciples, and partake of the piiviliges
of His bouse. ko this too we think
there is consigtency rather than giviog
them baptism, and then leaviog thew

- without the other ordinance given by

our Lord as a reminder of His death,

Here the Saviour's injunction comes
in with peculiur force, when he said
“ Suffer the little children to come unto
me and forbid them not ; for of such is
the Kingdom of God.” * An iofant
of eight years "' might come to Him,
but how could *an infant of eight days
do so ¥

The writer would scarcely like to
meet his own srgument aod in his dober
senses admit the conclusion at which
he arrives. It would appear to be

written for the purpose of awakening
prejudice against Baptists rather than
to give a correct version of what they
hold. Like-other similar efforts, made
by those who are perhaps worse men,
it will defeat itself, and possibly shew
the more intelligent and pious what a
baseless foundation it is on which the
fabrio of Infant Baptism, as comwmonly
understood, rests.

Baptists hold that belicvers are the
proper subjects of baptism. Their
ability to talk or to walk has but little
to do with it. The writer of the above
many be surprised to hear that some
who absolutely cannot talk—deaf and
dumb—have been baptized and are in-
telligent members of Baptist Church.
es ! Our contemporary would appear
to be sceptical of the existence of
piety in young children. We are
glad to Lelieve that young persons
even of ** eight years” may have an
intelligent apprehension of Christ as
the Saviour of sioners, We have
kuown persons of that age whose cov-
duct has heen regulated by their
faith and their love to Him, as much as,
and perhaps more than, wany. adule
believers. Who shall say that such
children should not be baptized ?

We cannot account for the defective
vision of the writer, when he says
** We really cannot ourselves see why
they should not baptize befores &e.”
Surely there is some difference between

infant of eight days.”

THE  CENSUS,

A friend in Halifax has sent us the
communication on another page on the
Census of 1871. We have been wait-
ing to get a copy of the published
volume of the Census of 1871 before
making any reference ourselves to the
evident disprecances respecting the
Baptists of this Province. :

Since receiving our friend’s commu-
munication we Lave borrowed a co
and are greatly surprised to find the
palpable errors it contaids. Any ene
at all acquainted with Anvapolis
County will perceive that either the
ennumerators or the printers have
made most glaring luism\(es. We can
ouly suppose that iu this, and in some
other counties, the columns of ** Bap-
tists " and d'ree-will Baptists” have
been transpesed. I[a three populous
places where the bulk of the popula-
tion are Baptists, the numbers are pus
down as follows : Wilmot 12 ; Middle-
ton 11, and Clarence 1, and three
other places where the people are al-
most wholly Baptists—DBelis'e, New
Caledonia, and Clementsport—there
appear in the * Ceusus” no Baptists
at all!

We have not had time to look
carefully over the Statistics respect-
ing other parts of the province, but
this is quite enough to shake our
confidence in the whole, We shall be
glad to have any explanation of such
a grave mistake, and hope to see some
correction made from the Department
that will restore public coufidence in &
record of s0 much importance,
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“ Flowers and Fruits from the Wil-
derness ; or thirty.six years in Texas
and two winters in Honduras,” by Z. N,
Morrell, an old Texau, 20d ldion.
Gould and Lincolo, Boston. A gra-
phic view of what Texas was in ite
earliest times—before it was awnnexed
to the United States,and what it is now,
The author is a pioneer Baptist minis-
ter and tells his story of life in those

Tuterest to those who are at ull mo-
uainted with the places mentioned.
'he sceds of christian truth were widely
soattered and doubtless wmuch of the
fruit which has since appoared hus heen
the result of the labors of Mr. Mor-
rell and his coadjutors, Parties
going West would probably learn more
of the couutry wod people from this
book than from many of the wore sys-
tematic works written for the purpose
of attracting immigration. The mie-
sion work pertormed by this laborious
minister was such as would kill half of
the miuisters of the present day.  The
book might well be read by many,
simply as a stimulant to greater devos
tion in christian work
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Choreh's Musical Visitor, wonthly,
price $1.50 published by Johu Church
& Co 66 W 4th 8t. Cincinnati, Ohio,
is a well filled journal of musio with
sevoral new vocal and instrumental
pieces. Well worth the money,

Peters Musical Monthly published
by Peters, New York, comes to us

regularly and is one of the best of its
class.

*“ an infant of eight years ” and *‘am -
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western lands and must be full of
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