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tion be of greater importance ! Could
four words contain more weaning for
youth, moaninﬁ for years, aye, and
meaning for all eternity ! '

So comprehensive is this question
that » whn‘v lifetime might be spent in
answering ity and then there would be
more. to answer still,  But give me
leave to point out one or two import.
ant  points converning the general
question, and then to press home the
personal question='* What is your
kife "

1. Lifeis a Solemn Problem,
~_Who will tell us what

b

u what lifo is?
Where is the wize, where the seribe,
where the philosopher who will under.
take to define this strange but simple,
this plain but inexplicable thing we
eall lifo 2 OF all mystories, there are
mone greater than the mystery of life ?
It defies all the cunning of lunguage
it resists the magio of the poet; it
yitelds to the rod of no enchanter; it
will not be expounded ; it will not be
explained, every man is a mystery,
Every man is a wonder, every life a
Uproblein, wWhith T for oue believe Grod-
alone can solve,
—...At.yon doubt this, all you have to do
~ &t shut yourselt up-nlone tor-anhour

and talk to your sown soul, and yvou !
y - Cten tulents, five, one : make the bost

will_soon say as the Psalmist dide='t 1
am featrfully and wonderfully made *
and surely he could not be speaking of
his body then, There is as much ditter.
enon between you and your body as be.
tween_you and the house in whigl yeu

live. Talk with yourself, that inner, |
God,

poorel self, and usk the old old quos

At ekt thee-fratte-divine 1 teaven's

Tours, but God's,

tiong==** Whoam [ “ Whatam [

I, with these marvellous powers of |

) g
of memory, of reflection, | itable powers,

. ! \ 1) \ - ) . .
What is this seoret seif that ean love or | 0 quarrel with God's provideuce, and

thought,

hate, approve or condemn, hope or
despair, This will that inits exercive
way raise me alinost to the dignity of
a god or sivk me to the levi ] ot a fiend,
. Ohy yourg men and” maidens } you
and [, each one of us, living sou s,
in the presence of the ever living
God this mon‘ﬁng‘ may be assured
that when God euriched us with this
gift of lifo it was a precious, won.
_drous, priceless gift, not to be tritlel
with, never to be despised ; but ever
to be eherished and nourished to high

est, holiest ends, ends in accordance
cwith the Will Divine,

L1, Life is wonderfully vich in pos.
l!") H:fn b}

What  boundless possibilities = of
blessing and usefulness lie in a single
lite, who can tell }  The resources of
our life,the possible issues for good and
ill, are boaudless, exhaustless~1 had
almost suid infinite.  You walk out iy
the fields at moruing-time, and ther.,

nestling in the dewy grass, you seo- an |

acorn lie,  That Moy bulb, lying all

quiet and unnoticed thwre, will bye.

sod-bye lecome a sapling, and grow

from . ita  ample and fursspreading
boughs; and so that single nvorn we
suw, gemmed with the morning dew,
may become the father of wide-sprend.

i g forests, - The one .grain of corn |
cast into good soil will bring forth in'

!
!

some thirty, in some sixty, and in <ome |

& “hundred-fold ; the little acedling
ful earth with tremulous hope will buing
forth ten thousand flowers. And be
you sure, buloved, that all these things
are but poor and imperfeot purables of

tho possible issues of your life and | He will inspire you with His zeal,

mine. Youremember what the martyr
said as the faggots crackled round hiw, |
speaking to comfort his fellow. martyr,
“ Do of good cheer: we shall light such
a candle in Kogland to-day as will never
goout,” And every life hére present in

God's house this fair summer morning |

may be a light of love and gentlencss " alone, can make lifo glorions.

and goodness sending its benign and
gracious radianoe far and wide——a light
whose lnatre years connot dim, noreven
the grave extinguish, It is a Divine

inheritance, this life God has given us,

contuining the seoret of a sublimer
ruwvr than throned and sé®ptred kings
iave ever known! The poorest life
has elemonts of majesty.  The lowliest
lite has at its girdle the key that opens
to royal chambers, . Consecrated to the
highest ends, to the glory of God and
tho well being of the teeming life
around, God Himsell onl
tie great revealing day alone will de.

olure what » boundless source of bless- | followers of the Lord Josus Christ,

[ charge
you, young men and maidens, think |

ing one single life may be,

highly of this life of yours. When God |
made wman, he mads him in His own |
imago: and when He gave us lifu.f
Ho gave us that which looks straight |
into the face of Omnipotence, and
dures to climb upwards to solewn
heights of awful power, As we go|
home this morning, let us go, blening'

God for the rich possibilities of good

|
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yourselt ?
stronger and stronger, then an ouk, |
and then ten thousand acorns will fall |

knows, and | What was the seoret of their exeul

and usefuluess and blessing with whioh |

[Te has been plensed to invest us.
Above all, let us _go praying that He
will make vaoh of our lives a fountain
of sweet water, whenee there shall flow
grace and benodiotion to all around, in
overswidening, happy stroams, ov, and
on, and on through all our years to the
last; and,if God will, even far beyond.
The good beguu by you shall o ward tlow

Through many a branellng sten, and wider
grow,

The seod,
- Within these few and flo.ting hours, thy hand
Unsparing and unweark d cast,
Shall deck thy geave wi h avmanthine flowers

muottal bowers,
111 '40:/}* it a sacred slru‘m‘c's'cip.

It is vot the -young slone, but the
mature and the aged, who need to be
again and again reminded that life is
not #0 much given as lents  Qur being
is not ours, but God's’y our powors nre
not ours, hut God's t our time is not
“May Tnot do what
[ will with mine own ' we often ask;
but what is ourown ! We are not our

-owh-by Datare,-to-say nothing of the
deeper impress-given to-that teath-by-

the gift' of eternal grace. God has

Lgiven us for a time. this.life..and. bas.

said t=='* Uge this for me. Hore are
of them, and by-and-bye T will requirve
an atoount,” Lot nothing, 1 beseech
you, beguile you from the full accopt.
ance of this simple, rensonablo, serip-
tural trath,  We hold our lives in fee,
from u just, and wmerciful, and loving
But He will demand an acecount,
It is worse than wdle to say, © I did not
ask for talents, for life, for these illim.
They are yours, and

the unalterable tucts ot life, is as boo.
less as it is unwise and ungracious,
[t ix & violation of a holy trast to dis
regard the solemn claimy of stew wship.
[t 18 seltishuess gross and ungrateful to
use lite for personal ends, forgetful
that we are stewards of the Lord Most
thighe My lifo b my time ! my talents !
[ have none, I mysell am poor to ut.
most poverty,  But L am rich in God!
He has thade me heir of all things,
thut [ might glorify is name,and bless
the world I troad.

IV, Life can be made_glorious-only
through Jesus Chrst,

To this thought T entreat your spe.
eial attention, - Now we liav ereached
enchanted ground. All 1 have said
before hus ite importance, but this is all
important, This is the sum of all,
This is the trath of traths, * To live
is Christ,”  There is no real, true, full
blessed life apart ffom Ilim, 1In [lim
is lite  Whoso hath Christ hath life,
rich, bouuding, happy life! Would
you koow tho & ecet of life? Go to
Jesus, you will find those riches for
‘ e you ‘to the Saviour;
all fuluess dwells in Him !5<the fulness
not of the vase that retain:, but of the
fountain that gives! gives! gives!

" Would you know the grace, and charm,

and gentlenevss of life? Go to Jesus,
and Ilis gentleness shall wake you
greati———— o
Are you ambitious (and anmbition is
not a sin) that your life should be rich

'in noble deeds and high renown ? then
germ that tiny fingers cast in the fruit |

Gio to God's dear Son und He will show
you how to make your lifo sublime by
lowliest . service, lle will dend you
about doing good. e will fill- you
with His own all.constraiving love

He will make your poor broken life a
tower of immortal strength, a thing of
heavenly bosuty, a joy of many goune.
rations:  Oh ! brethren beloved ! For.
got all else I have said, count all
othor things trifling and vaiu as com-
pared with this, Christ, and Christ
You
may dig and dig, and prune, and wateh,

and water the garden plot of your life
(to little  purpose,

The woeeds will
ohoke the flowers and the whole place
will he desért,  But give it into the
hands of Christ,  He 18 the true huse
bandman, and soon you shall see your
little plot blossoming like the garden
of the Lord,

Your mind reverts betimes, 1 doubt
not, to the noble and excellent of the
oarth j the living and the dead.  What
was the patent of their nobility ?

lence ?  The one auswer is, they were

From the Apostle of the Gentiles
downward through all the shining
ranks of those whose lives have illu-
mined the durk pages of human his.
tory ; the heroism of the martyr, the
zoal of the suffurer, the thousand ex.
cellenoivs that have euriched the earth
are all to be accounted for by this one
rhruu “The life I live in the flesh I
live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himeelf for me.”

5
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V. Aud now last of all, lot me presa
upon you with all brotherly aftfection
the personal aspect of this question ;=
What @& your hfe ?

“Lgdo not ask in the apirit of ingnisi.
tive dictation, s your life what it ought
to be ¥ God fortdd ! * My hands are
very sinful ; very sinful is my speech.”
[ come to plead with you, I.do not
axk, Is your life what it ought-to be
what your couscience and your judg.
ment. alike deolare it should be,  But
friend, dear friend, ig your lite what you
ourself would buve it be? Let your
ipu\;t‘q whispers be heard before God
oach other's hearts, the repordagfould
be strange and wonderful,  But 1
verily - bolieve ~that deep down in
every heart would be tound srong de.
sires for better things, for higher, ho-
lior things,  Well, but Christ is hore,
and He knows all, and reads  overy
hoart, nat in - careless haste,—but- He
searches and pondoers page and para
graph, line and lotter, and with His
own loving interpretution hails with
And he -snys
to you this mording in order that
lite may be beautiful, * Give we thy

“rewrtd Oy respond; respond, toens

trent you, respond without deluy !

Whiat time so opportune ns this fair
Summer Sabbath morning *  Oh I give
yourselves to Christ now ! and you
shall go forth from God's house with
summer in your souls aud heaven in
your hearts, and your puthway shall
lond through lines of light to everlast.
ing day.

Lite in heautifal ¢ it duties

Cluster tound us day by day,

Whi'e thelr sweet and sulemn voleoes
Warn to wa'ch, and work, and pray.

Only they fts blessings forfuit,
WhG by sin thew sphrits choat

And to slothial stupoe vielding,
Let the rust thelr armour at, -

Life i« beantiful with promise

Ot l e Lt cannot fudey

Lite ix awtul with the threatoning
OfF an everlasting shade,

Lot no thoughtloss wanderor soorn it,
Blindly lost o follv's mase,

Duty, tove und hope ndorn it,
Lot fts every b eath bo praise,

Foreign Missions.
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Not far fram this town we saw the
place where. the dead bodics of con.
viots are thrown, to be devoured by
vultures and dogs. There. was one
body lying there at the time, over
which several dogs aud porhaps fifty
valtures were fighting.  There was
another body lying elose by, ready to
be thrown in.  The vultures, of which
thero were at least a hundred around
in the trees, were most lonthsome looks
ing birds,  Altogether this was the

most horrible wsight T ever beheld

Near by was the place whero the bodies
of the poor are burned, and another
place where persous of the royal family
wre burned,  All except the conviets
wre  burned before they we buiivd,
There i« an inclosure here, where in
the cholera season, when the dead are
too numerous to be burned, the bodies
are thrown together in a heap and al.
lowed to moulder away. There are
also little bamboo huts where sick per-
sons are brought, and left tilfthey die,
without any care. The whole place is
horrible, und it was o reliof to get
away from it,

Leaviog this place we crossed the
river, and visited another tem ple, ealled
Wat Chang. This is a large place,
and hus a greator number of fmoges
than the lust one, around the narrow
yard are at least two hundred figuros,
carved from granite or froeestone,
Some of them represont Chinese man.
durios ; some,Buropean officers,mount-
od on horses ; some aro dogs=hogs
=horses—und wsome are hobgobling,
#uoh as never existed anywherv but in
the mind of a Chivese urtist,  Arvound
the walls of the outer building are

“piinted reprosentations of the different

punishments which those who are not
5«»0‘1 Buddhists have to undergo ufter
eath. They ure represented as heing
sawn in pieces==burned—hunged—torn
in piecos=Ileft to starve—eaton by nui-
wals=——and subjected to whatever hor.
rible punishment the fanoy of a b enthen
familiar with oruelty, ocould suggest,
[n nearly every case Buddha is ri pre.
sonted s ululnf of stubding near,
without any ability or disporition to
holp the suffurer. This is a pertect
commentary on the whole system of
Buddbism, There is no one to help.
Kaoh oue is ruromlble for blumrt.
If he lives rightly, well :—if he asins,
he must bear the penalty himself;
there is no forgiveness of sin, or possi.
bility of escape trom punishment.
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this morying. If wo could but read

yout|

“teconly two miles;

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. -

In the inclosure at Wat Chang i
very high pagoda, This we nscended
part of the way, porbaps a hundred
feot, and had a godd view of the river
and eity.,  Then, coming down, we
resorossed the river, and visitod a large
temple just inside the city walls, oalled
Wat Poby  There "is here an immense
reclining fmagey nearly the whole
length of the temple, und it is said to
be one hundred and forty feet long,
and large in proportion, It represents
Buddha as resting, Tt is bailt of bMck
and mortar, oemented over, and covered
ormplotely with gold leat,  The soles
of the feet, which are nine or ten leet
long, are Dbeautifully inlaid with
mother of pearl,  Tato this temple the
king dures. not enter, ns there is a tra.
dition that if he does so the image will
fall upon him and orush hini,

Ono day last weok Ouptain Amen
took us in his boat down the river to
a phioe ealled Pak Tt Plis 13w
long point of land, almost an isthmus,
formoed by a sudden beud in the river
to the Kast, and another as sudden
bend  buok again tothe Waest,  This
point is tive or six -mites long; while
frem one hend in the river to the other
Across the neck of
this point & eannl  has - Seewoent
through whioh boats always pass, and
ut some seasons small steamers, thore.
by saving twelve milos of the distance
to Paknam, Oun this canal is a large
temple, nicely kept.  One of the
principal objects of interest here is
the representation of the footprint
of Buddbha. This is nearly four
foet long, and eighteen inches wide,
and is beautitully inlaid with mother
of pearlk There is alo a reclin
ing imnge here, thirty-nine feut
long.  There is another image, in a
siiting position, in a temple up the
river, which 1 have since visited, that
I8 anid to be sixty feet high,
2o about and see these great idols, and
temples, and throngs of people visiting
them, we oannot but feel how groat s
the work of leading them to hear and
wocept the gospel of salvation by faith,
iustend of works,

We are getting comfortably settled

1 and becoming somewhat nocustomed to

the ways of Bangkok lifo. There are
some things peculiar to this ecity ; as
for instance, the way of procuiing
water, There are no wells in theé eity,
a8 the ground is so low and swawmpy

that the water in them would be worth.

less, No. those who have houses with

tiled roofs cateh and store away in

large carthen jars enough rain water
duringgoene rainy season to last them
till the wext, for drinking purposes
Water for othor purposes is brought
from the river,  Those who |uve not
tile roofs get vearly a'l their water
from the river, At one seanson this
does very well, but most of the year it
is quite discoloured with mud, uud it
is uy much as ono oan do to deink i,
when he remembers that the river is
the common receptacle for all the filth
of the city, It in u comwon thing to
veo dead bodies of ammals, completely
putrid, floating  down the stream.
Aud yot the natives drink this water
freely, closo to the edges of the river
where it is quite thick with filth,  The
wonder is that they do not ull die of
cholera,

There has been some cholora this
season, and it is not quite done yet,
Chek Prea, one of Dr. Dean's Chinese
servants,. died of it the weck bafore
lnst, This will be sad news to the
Doctor, who is still in Singapore, He
expects to return to Bangkok the first
of May, As #oon as he returns and 1
oan get some further information I will
endeavor to write something ol the
prospects which Siam offers as a mis.
sion fluld,

This lotter will probubly reach you
about the commencement of our Asso.
cintional gatherings, at which I trust
your missionaries will be remembered
and prayed-for,  We have not hoard
from home now for many weeks, 1
trust when wo do hear aguin that we
shall hear of & good work of grace
among our churches, 1 hope there
will be more cheering reports seut in
by the churches to the Associations this
your than last, And as his people
meot in their yearly gatherings, may
the Master meet with them, and bless

them, and guide them in ull their
deliberations !

[ wish your missionaries had some-
thing moro enocouraging to writew
something of work accomplished, or of
work definitely luid out for the future,
But our brethron mwust be patient with
us, and we will try to go as fust as the
way opens before us,

Wo are at work at the languages
that we shall probably need in the
future, We here in Bangkok are
doing ulittle at Siameye,

anka t how can Baptists be

A8 we |
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aa!  Waodonotsulfor muoh from the hoat
- The thermometer stands at from 8o u;
90 in

our rooms, We
hoalth #0 far, and are
with our lite here,
. Vory traly yours,
G Cuunenyy,y,
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onjHy gooq
quite. Satisfieq

A correspondent, in a note to whig
the faitinls **J. H. 8" are wppendeg,

of the nou-seoturian rehool law, aud
at the samoe time take atate pay fop
the support of their denominationy
sohools.”  This is a fair question, The
oxisting state of things 1. easily ey,
plained, and the course for the futupe
18 oluar, &

Aoadia Colloge now roceives the
small grant of four hundred dollavs 4
yoar from the Proviaoinl Treasury, the
samo being made to soveral other gol.
luges, a8 tho result of what is ealled
the Dalhousie compromise, A gront
number of the people held that the

Governmuent in  existence sowe tey
yours ago; wxna_vje'}%d“*‘t-ha“‘jtm'fé‘g'qruis;g o
of power in tinking over certain pub.

lie funds to the. control of a private
corporation,  The Government felt the
pressure of publie opiuion to such
degree that they pl‘\)\umud to give satig.

. faetion by muking additional grants to

cortiin other bodies, The triends of
Acadin were not satisfied with the pros
posul and never gecepted it ax floal,
Cho wuthorities of the Colloge have
taken the approprintion, not because
they wished 1, but rather to keep alive
n tormal recoguition of the fact that
the Government had adwmitted that g
certain preoe of lugialmiuu Was open
to just objection, “So far as we koow,
the Governors of Acadia, and leading
Baptists in all parts ol the province,
are in favor of withdrawing publie
grauts from all the colleges, W hen.
ever a political leader shall arise with
cournge suflicient to muke this demand,
they will bo ready to sustain him. The
columns of the Messenger have fre.
quently enlled attention to the facet,
that the present condition of things in
connection with the College grauts i
uot satisfactory.~ The simplest and
fuirest course will be to withhold thew
altogether and leave all the colleges to
tuko care of thomselves, =
The case of Horton Aeademy is difs
ferent, It it were a private school,
the grant ought to be withdrawn, But
it is recognized as connected with the
ublio sohool system of the provinee.
tis elussed nmong the special acade-
wies, and receives its graut as such, =
The rélations between itund the schools
of the county have vot been complete.
l{ adjusted § but we are int‘nruu-s that
this is not by any fault of the directors
of the Aendemy. Thoy have on seve-
ral oocasions formally duclared that
whenever the uuthorities of the section,
or of the county, will make provision
for at least part of the rent of the
premises ocoupied by the Aoademy,
they will be wi‘ling to enter on some
{.hm by which these authorities shall
1avo an equitablo share in the man.
sgement of the school, and to admit
pupils from the county, of suitable quals
fioations. without payment of tuition
fees.  This seems 10 us reasonable,
toasmuch ns the building, apparatus
and furniture now usced by the Acade.
my are all private ‘property, and all
repairs and additions are made from
private sources, The directors of the
Academy may, if they choose, make it
n private school, that is, muke it sub«
Jeot to their exclusive control, In
that caso they will relinquish the publie
grant, If the grant is coutinued, the
sohool must be kept 1eally and faith-
fully in conneotion with the system of
public schools, subject to the inspecs
tion of the wsuhool wuthorities and to
all the regulutions of the Departmont
of Kdueation, that may be applionble
to it Kither of the o vourses may be
cousistently ndopted,

A nothier view of this subjeet ia taken
by some, They say that no public
rant should be made to any sooiety
for eduontional purposes, on the ground
that its members belong to uny body of
Christians,  No public' mouey should
be given for auy denominational pure
pose. But if it is right to endow o
private railway company, for example,
with hundreds and thousands of aores
of the best lund in the provioce, at the
Eubilu exponse, beonuse the road will
o of publio utility in developing the
resources of the country and enhaneing
the value of private property ; the
FAIMO rensons wouldjunlr the Goveru-
mont in endowing an educational ine
stitution, of & definite character, with

o lurge capital, or & fixed annual in-
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