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Power over Nature —Mark iv, 3541,

—

Gorpex Texr.—** He maketh the ftorm
a calm, #o that the waves thercol are still,"

Counit 10 MEMony : Verses 3730,

SuumMary,—The winds and the sea obeyed
him.

AxaLysisJ. The storm encountered.
ve. 35.88, Ml The storm allayed. vs.
34 41l

ExposimioN,— Preliminary —1t is im-
possible to determine the exuct order of

time 10 which the events of Christ's life |
It seewms clear that |

between the tiwe of the events uf our lust

Lodesson, and those of this, Christ had among |

other things withdrawn to a mountain near
Caperpauin, there forwally appointed and
ordained bis twelve apostles, delivered the |

_well known ¢ sermon on the mount,” re. |

turned to (.‘n“»emnum and healed the Cen. |
turion's servant, sfterwards raised from the
dend the son of the Widow of Nain,
received a deputation from John » disciples
asking concerning his Messinhship, made
another short circuit in Galilee for preach.
ing and working miracles, and taught the
multitude by the eea-ride, on his return.
Luke vi, T-viii. 21,  Mark iii, T-iv. 34,

In the study of the miracle of this les.
son, compare the.oarrative of Matthew
Luke viii
22.25, While the “ three accounts agree
and Mark's is the fullest, each. one has
some fentures which belung to neither of
the others. '

Verse 30.—~And the same day as that
during which he had given the instructions
recorded in this chupter. See vo. 1. When
Lhe even was come, The sume fuct is noted
by Matthew viii. 10. e saith unto them,

B
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the twelve already ordained as apostles,
Sce ve, 34, Let us pass over unto'the uther
side, They were now on the shore of the
Sea of Galilee ncar Capernaum, This |
city was on the western shore of the sea
near its north end. The proposal, there.
fore, was to cross the sca or lake from the
western or Galilee side to the southeastern
eide, |

Verse 36.— And when they [thedisciples)
had sent away the multitude, they took
/u{n. Move- literally and  graphically,
** they took him along.” e was ploased
to regard hiwsell as the guest of the dis.
ciples. Of eourse ** the ships " of the Sea
ol Gulilee were were fishing boats, Jusephus
says, ** that be collected ull the boats on
the lake, amounting to 230 in number, |
with four meu in each.”

Liven as he was,
without any preparation fur the jourovy.
Just as he bud beco, we be spoke in aud
from the bout, Other littie ships, Cor.
ectly, ** other ships.” The same word in

the originul is used of these a8 of that in
which Christ was,

Verse 37.-- And there arose a great storm
of wind, ** A hurricune with clouds and
thick darkness.” Matthew uses & word
which in our version is trunslated ** tem-
pest.” * There arose a great tempest in |
the sea.”" wiii, 24, The waves beat [kept
pitehiog] into the ship™so that it was now
Jull,  Moie exactly, ** 80 that it was now
filling,”” ¢ e, with water. Matthew says,
‘it was covered,” dusbing in and fowing |
over the deck, i

Verse O8.— e was in the hinder part |
o) the ship, The stern was of course the |
|
|
|
|
|

{
|
|
|
|
l
|
|
!

natural place for Jesus "to oceupy, as be
wus only & passenger,  Asleep on a pillow,
Jesus, though * the Lord from heaven,”
wus yet a wan, compassed with all buwan
infirmities, nnd hence as susceptible to
fatigue us any one. On a pillow, More |
exncuy ** oo the pillow.” * The anlului
indicates that there wus hut one, and that
there was wlways one in such a yessel,”
Howson says it was ** the boatwin's cush-
lon,” though the Greek term weans ** for
the bead,” i, e, apillow. And they awake
Adm, lo trouble their minds turn 0 him,
and to bhim they go, Most natural and fit
then ws vow and ever, “Master. More ex.
actly ** Teacher,” tho word correlative to
disciples '’ or learner, but ususlly trans
lated Master, which has, &8 one meaning,
teacher, bocauso the teacher usually governs
bis scholars, is their master, Luke viii,
24, Carest thou not that we perish?
Matthew represents theow we saying, ** Suve

| elose ?

v, L,
"meant by taking Christ ** us he was''?

us, we perish,”’ and Luke, ** we perish,”

|

A

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER,

S ST P IS I T W A B oM M7 A o 2t

Mark brings out the peculiar feeling which

st A R AT B

e

Christ’s seeming indifference to the dunger| %nnﬂw’ g'partm"‘t‘ A

awake in them., Very often have Chris-
tians & like leeling ; God brings them into
great dangers, or trisls, and secms quite
indiffcrent whether they sutvive or perieh,

Verse 30 — And he arose,
be literally translated, ** being awnkened,”
He slept until but not through the dunger.
Rebuked the wind, He was Lord ol the
winds which were his messengers, his ser.
vante,  doing always end everywhere his
bidding—und not less when as in madness
they scem intent on the-destruetion-of him
and them, than when they cease their strife
aud breathe gently, OF course, the winds
could not bear Lis word, but the spoken
word was the natural expression of con-
trolling nuthority, and henee most fit in the
¢ reutnstances, . And said unto the sea ..

Peace be still,  Mark the mdcr of hig com- |

mands, speiking first to the wind as the
cause of the sen's tumult, and then because
the bush of the winde would still leave the
sea for w time in its raging, he bids it also
he at peace, or more cxwetly, to be silent,

The word is employed wuch like gur wols+ know; of ‘course, thu'it‘my“ are drendfully

loquinl, Aush, and the aogry. sound of the
sea made it an apt word,  The Greek word
translated. ** be still,” is very different, It
weans * to wuezle." It was customary to

put & small woven backet made for the pur-
pose over the wmouths of vxen or other |

animals when ncedlul, to provent them
from eating while at work, snd over the
mouths of savage Learts to prevent them
from biting. S0 now he would huve the
ret, which was Jike a hungry and also a
savage benst, muzzled that it might not o
wrathful bunger nnd bungry wrath, swallow
up the little company now scemingly at its
mercy. And theve was a great calm,
There is & singular [elicity in -the use of
the word ** great ' just here, Not unfitly
has this event been in all the centuries of
the Christian “era used a8 symboliv of

- Christ's word of divine authority in speak.

ing. t the convicted soul lorgiweness nnd
peace,  When, as iw 50 often the case, the
inward conflict is revere and the senee of
divine wrath clear and keen, the consoivus-
nees of peace with God which follows is
profound. It is ** a great calin."’

Verse 40.— Why are ye sa fearful? So
cowardly. 8o famt-hearted:  How iy it
that ye have no faith ?  This is said to the
disciples  Jtehows that their lear was ex.
cebsive and due to n want of-trust in him
and 10 God as his Father, We should fear
less for oursclves, sur. Muster and our
Master’s cause in times of seeming peril to
wll if we trusted God and his Sou more
fully.

Verse 41 —They [eared eaceedingly.
Literally, ** they leured a great fenr,” A
wholly different word iv used in the Greek
from that trupslated, ** fearful ” in the
40th verse. This wus not the fear of
cowardice, but of volemn awe und dread,
What manner of man, ete. Matthew
snys, ** the men feared "' and asked this,
This may possibly refer to others than the
twelve, and oven to the boatmen who may
not-huve been disciples, . Westill look into
the fuce and listen to the voice of this
same Jerus, und say, What wanuer of
man is this? ‘

Questions. —What events are recorded
in Mark Letween the Beripture of the lust

| lesson and that is this ?

Ve, 80 Whnat duy' is bere meant 7 vs, 1,
How had the day been spent?  Where?
What did the Saviour propose nt the dny'
To which side of the lake would
they cross 7

Ve, 6, What multitude is here meant ?
Who sent them uway 7 What is

Does be now usk like service?  What do
you know s to the ** ships "’ on this lake?

Vs, 37. What sort of weather after the
start? What efleet on the sea? What
result to the bont? O what in our lives
18 this torm o symbol?

Vi, 38, Where was Chriet? Why should
he have lallen nsleep 8o wpeedily 7 What
does this show as to Christ's human na-
ture 7 What did the disciples do to Christ?
What did they suy to him? Compare
Matthew v, 250, Luke viii, 24, Why
shiould they say-this ?  When do men most
feel their need of divioe belp ?

Vo, 9. What did Christ do? What
war it W * robuke the wind "7 What did
Le say to the sen 7  Could the sen heor his
voice? Why should be first address the
wind and then the sen 7 What (ollowed ?

Of what in our lives is this wirscle &
symbol ?

Ve. 40 What did he next sy to the

disciples? What -was wrong o their
terror 7

Vo, 41. What effect followed on the
minds of the spectators?

Abridged from the Uaptist Teacher,
Scripture Catechism, 203,

Bunpay, August 10th, 1874.~ Power
over Dewons,~Mark v, 116,
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THE GIRLS OF ASSAM.

A Dialogue for the S, 8. Concert,
BY MRS. K. W. WHITING,

Heren, Mine, I am glad to meet you.
Will you eall with me on Eunice Eaton ?
Minig. Who is Eunice Eaton?

from Assam, who has recently come to this
country. lHer parents are still among the
heathen;— Mother waidy Euntee must feel
lonely,  and we girls ought to visit her.

Misxik. 1 would like very wmuch to go
nnd sce her, She must feel sad, scparated
#o far from her parents.  Has she any
brothers or sisters?

Hevkx,  No; she is an only child, Her
parents kept Lier with thew as long s they
could ; but #he could not be properly edu.
ented In Assam : so they sent ber here

Minig. D'suppose there are no schools
for young ladics there, 1 wish
wore about the hosthen than I do. 1

wieked; and -worship idols. - But I want
to know more ahout their daily lifo= how
- they Jive—=what they eat, and drink, and
many other things, which I should never

happen to see one.

Heren, | have wished the same thing o
thousand times ; we can ack Eunice to
day i 1 presume rhe would tell us,

Minig; O, that will be so nice,
| nek ber if the girls there are =,

Heven, Hush! Eunice is coming, and
Elvira Grant is with her, Good evening,
Eunice. This is my friend, Minie Lewis

Eusics. 1 am very happy to see you,
- Elvira was_telling me you were to be my
suhoolmate, It will not seem so strange ut
> snhool, il 1 beeome acquainted with some
of the girls, belore | enter, <

Erviga. I lound Eunice a little home.
sick—dreading school, and sighiog, for ber
far-ofl howe,

Mixie. 1 am not surprised at Kunice
lunging for her parents; but there cunnot
be any thing elee in thut heathen lund you
would eare to #ce.  Is there?

Eusice, O yes! 1 love Assam very

I will

know ; I love the native Christinns, and
the poor heathen there,

" Mixik. You must pity the heathen,
| though | believe I should be so disgusted
with thew [ should lorget to pity,

Eunice,  You wowd pity them, if you
suw how wretched and ignorant they are ;
and, in trying t du them good, you would
soon leyg them, - i

Minte, 1 was telling Ielen, as we came,
that I wished 1 knew more about the daily
customs and life ol the heathen,

Eunicr, [ should be very happy to tell
you any thing that would intcrest you in
them.

Heren.  As we shall not have time to.
day to hear all .we want to know, Jet us
henr first nhout the Assamese girls.

Minig. O yes! tell us ahoutthe girls :
what they wear § how they eat ; what are
their amuscments ; and are they hand-
some !

Eirvika. 1 suppose Minie woyld like
the lust quertion answercd first,

Eusick (smiling). T um quite ready to
unswer it, ‘They are not by uny means
noted for thelr beauty, but sowme of the
girls from the nge of ten w twenty are
very pretty.  They have a clear olive com.
plexion, Kuropesn features, bright black
eyes, glosey bluck hair, and when they

teeth,

Heren, Chewing what !

Funick,  The tamul or betel nut, It is
# nut about the sige of & nutweg, It s

chewed with lime, and u green leaf called
pan, They take s swull picce of the leal,
put & little, wet Jime on it—then a slice of
the tamul nut, roll all up in the leaf, and
chew it.  All Assamese men and women
chew this,. At first it makes the lips and
teeth red ; but alter being used a few
yeurs, the teeth become black as coal, The
firet wark of respeet paid to visitors on
entering the house, is to offer them the
tamul nut and pun, and all take & portion
to chew, while they talk,

Euvika, Just imagine « company of ue
girls all seatcd chowing betel nut,

Hrren,  You said some of the girle were
handsome from the sgef{ ten to twenty,
Are they not handsome after, that ?

Eunice.  Their benuty fudes very quick-
ly? 1don't know that | ever saw a hand.
some woman over twenty. The climate
way have something to do with it; but
their babits of ehewing and smoking, |
think, bave as much, Alwost every As-

- W Sy INEY LY B R

Hxues, -She is a missionary’s daughter, |

I knew |

_dure_nsk e miscionary ubout, if I should.

wuch, It is the land of my birth, you_

are not chewing the twmul nut, tine white

[ — N

samese woman and girl smokes tobaoco,
a8 well as the'men,

Heren, Now Minie's guestion ahout
their beauty is answered,  Will you please
tell us how they drees?

Eunice,  The Assumese woman's fashion
for dress never chnnges, The same style
in handed down trom gencration to generas
tion. i

Mixie.  Wouldn't our fathers like that ?

Ervira., Yes, better than we should,
But what®is*tlie style that hus proved so

~euccessful 7 It ought to be becoming,
Ithink-it-is both graoeful and |

Euntess
becoming to them, when the cntire dress
is worn. Tle bigher castes never go out
without being fully dressed, The lower
onstes are daily scen only - half clad.  The
skirt is made of native silk, woven by the
wumen, for they pin and weave all their
clothing. 'The silk is woven three quarters
of & yard wide, Two breadths sewed to.
gether form the skirt, which is made per-
fectly straight without a plait or gather,

Ervira, That would not do for ‘our
present. fashion, It is more scanty than

the dresses our great-grandmothers used to
wenr,  How init-worn # !

Busice, The top of the vkirt is drawn
tight around the waist, the extra fulness
being Inid in a fold in front., The skirt
comes quite down to the feet, In addition
to the skirt, a thin narrow searf ahout
three yards long is worn. This is also
mude of silk, ench end buving o gay border,
One end of the senrf is mnde to reach
noarly to the hottom of the skirt in front—

the rest of it is brought around the waist

and shoulders, and ro arranged as to cover
the upper purt of the body, leaving the
end to full over the left arm. The right
arm is lolt bare, :

Hrren,  Are the skirt and soarf all they
wear ? :

Kunice.  Yes, all they usually wenr in
the house, ‘but when they go out of doors,
a dong, wide cotton chudder or searf is
thrown over the head, which nearly covers
them, Oue end of it (ulls gracefully back
over the left shoulder, the other end rench-
es nearly to the feet in front, The chud.
der is three yards lung, and about two
yards and a quarter wide, It answers the
place of bounnes, shawl, and veil, for a
revpectable Assamese woman on the street
would cover hep lnoe entirely-with is,

Minie, 1t would not matter a bit, then,
how ugly she was, What kind of shoes
do they wear? <

Euntce,  They do not wear either shoes
or stockings,

Ervira, What, go barefoot! 1 should
rather cover my fect than lily luce,

Eusice,  Twstes differ, you know, An
Arsumese lndy told mother one day, she
thought our customs very absurd, for said
sho, ** You put gloves on your hunds, and
cover your feet, but leave your fuce’ wo
every body can see it,""  She was shocked
At our custows as wo ure at theirs,

Ewvira. Their dress is  certainly an
cconomicnl one, I the qtylnh'" never
chunges, "they can wear It until ivis worn
out.

Kunick,  Two sultes a year are as many
as the richest think necessary,

Minig. Do they wear any oronments ?
Kuricr,  Yes, they nre very fond of
them, The poorest men wust give their

betrothed a ring, neck lnce, ear ornnments,
und u pair of bracglets. If & mun is rich,
these oruaments are olten very valuabls,
Heren,  How ean a poor man affnd to
give such presents? :
~ Funice,  They get a cheap quality, and
often run into debt for them, A debs,
which it will sometimes take yoars to p«’.
"Minig,  What smusements or pleasures
do the Assnmese girls huve ? ,
Ruxick, These are very fow, Respect.
able girls are kept scculded — seldom
allowed to go out, unless corried in »
covered palauguin, or sereened by o large
umbrella, carried by a servant, They are
not wllowed to see uny visitors, except wo-
wen - When a man comes to the house,

the women remain hid in an loner room, |

They have no sucinl pleasures, are not cven
allowed to ent with their fathers or hus.
bands, The wowen cook the food, serve
the wen, and wait till they huve finished
before they ent their own fvod, The men
look upon the women as were drudges, in
no respect thieir equals, and the poor wo-
men seem to neoept this position,

Mivik. 1 would not bear it,
show them | wus as good as vhoy,

Kuvics, There is no help for them,
Minie, except as they receive the blessings
of Christianity, You koow, it is the Bible
alone, that has raised us 0 enjoy and be-
come what we are,

Ewvira, Are there no sehools In As-
sam 7

I would

Eunter,  None for girls, exoef
sion.wchools,  Schools for boys ardi®
every village, where they are tal®
read their sacred_books 0

Hxren,  Are thore many mission.ao
for girls in Assam ? :

Euniex.  Thero wero only three whey
left Aswsum, und nearly all of the pupil
except the native Christinos’ daughory,

friends. . The hoathen will not send yhojp
girls to school,

“Ervina. Do these girls learn quickly 9

Eunice,  Yues,«they are very bright ang
intelligent,
Minix,  What a lite these poor heathey

rend, write, nor visit, lHow do they spend
their time ?

Eusice.  Soon as they are old enough,
they are taught to cook, #pin, and weavy
their clothing, sud keep the Boor of the
house (which is only the ground, benten
hard,) ®smoothly plastered  with mud,
Their prineipnl food is bolled rice, with o
“ourry, or ftoew, made of fish and mustard
oil, sensoncd with pepper and spioes,

Hxnen, It connot take them long to
couk. ‘

Eunice, No, but it takes them some
time to prepare the rice for cooking, It
is brought to the women with the husk
on, This they bave to pound off in a large
wooden mortar-=then winnow It—wash,
and boil I,

Hyewen,  How many meals do'they have
n day? -
Fuxice, Only two, Oune in the morn.

ing, and the other nt 7 or ¥ in the evening,

Minig, Quite fashionable in their dine
ner hour, 1 should like to see them at
dinner, '

Funice,  They will not allow dny but
those ol their owny-or a higher ecaste, to
enter the room where they eovk and eat,

Minig. Why not? that is what |
shoula call exclurive,

Eunter,. It would hreak their onste,
defile them They consider our caste very
inferior to theirs,

Minme, Well, 1 will not trouble them
at present, Do they use tables and ebuire,
knives and forks, at their select repasts !

Kuxien,  No, nothing ol the kind, A
smndl-straw mat is laid on the foor, and a
bruss plato. filled with boiled rice, is placed
upon it, A very wmull dish - holdiog the
curry is placed beside it, while a lotah
(brass goblet) contuine the drinking water,
The dishes of rice nnd curry ure for one
person only, :

Hrven,  How onn they)] eat without o
spoun or fork ?

Euxick,  They dip their fingers into the
eurry, put a little of it on to w portion of
rice=roll it up into a ball, snd throw i
into their mouths,

Huren, Do the higher clanses eat in
this way?

Funice, - Yes, the poorest classes can
not nlwanys afford a brass dish to eat from,
but often use n loaf from the plantain tree,
iy o ricgand carry dish,

Minik, So the poor Assamese girls
spend their lives drudgingly, without even
the satisfuction of being loved or respect
ed, Are they patient and gentle ?

Kuniok, Their tempoers have never been
gontrolled ; and sometimes, when the hus.
band comes in und soolds becnuse his din-
ner s not-rendy, the wife will retort, and
talk shockihgly to him, 1v generally ends
in her huvingn whipping, 1t Is terrible to
see the women when they are angry. ‘They
often got angry with each other, especinlly
when the hushand has two or three wives,
which is frequently the ease, and then
they will abuse eanch other till they are
unable to speak loud, _

Heven,  Well, I pity thom, for what is
there to cheer and encournge them 7 You
said, Eunice, nothing but Ohristianity
could relieve them, How s it with the
native Cbrictinn women 7 Are they any
happler in their homes ?

Eunice, O yes, you would he delighted
to go into a Christinn village, and see the
wowmen treated uy equals by their hushands
Purents und ohildren ent together, 'The
women can read, write, and sew, Famly
worship is observed in almost overy native
Christian’'s house, *

Eiviny,  The contrast with the heathen
must be very great,

Eunics, “And it used to be so ploasant
of an evoning to enter a Ohristinn villnge,
and heur parents and children singing tor

ether our own sweet hymuos, which bave
en translated into the'r langoage.

Exvira. 1t is delighttul to know there
are o lew in that henthen land, who bave
begun to enjoy the blessings of the Gospel.
The heppy netive Christinne there, amid
the durkness of hewthenism, rewind lnf'“'
one our favorite missionsry hymos, ** 'The
~morning light is breaking,'’ Lot us ming

L+

& verso or two ol i, girls,

o
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were orphans, who had no one hut the wjy. |
vlonaries to eare for them—no home, 0o

girls must lend,  They cun neither sew, -
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