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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

———— :
TIMATE PRINCIPLE OF
THE wﬁlx'zo'wsmmas_w.

Lecture by Rev. R. W. Dale, of
erz:;‘h:m.e delivered in Exeter Hall,
London, Feb. 9, 1874.) :

The direct access of the soul to God is

to God Himeself. Let a sinful man have
faith enough to return to God, and to com-
mit himself to God's infinite love, and 1
can leave him in God's presence and in
God's hande, with the full assurance that
God will teach him, and incline him to

the ultimate principle of Protestantism. 1 | forsake sin. This is my conception of Pro-

ghall illustrate very briefly how; this prin-
ciple anderlies the great doctrine of justi-
foation by faith. Luther was ‘ x:lght in
speaking of this doctrine as a crm.cal (?o?-
trine 3 by aceepting or rejecting which it is
determined whether a Church shall stand
or fall. The decpest question in contro-
versy between ourselves and Rome, between
and all whom we say are drifting towm:da
Rome, and trying to carry this nation with
them, lies bere. Thoee who disclaim the
pame *¢ Protestant” denounce this doctrine.
Yes ; clergymen of'the Ectablished Church
of this country which we once used to calk
' Protestant, denounce the doctrine of justi-
fication by faith, not only as false, but as
immoral. We stand by it as the bulwark
of Protestantism. What is it that comes
petween & man and God, when once the

. heart i6 restless to find Him? 1t is the re-

membrance of the sins which have provoked
the Divine anger— anger €o terrible that it
is spoken of in Holy Scripture as the wrath
" of God—anger which is not inconsistent
with love ; lor our anger against sin is most
intense, when those whom we love are
guilty of it. Nor is it the remembrance
only of the sin of former years which fills
the heart wiih terror, 'There is the con-
goiousuess of present inability to reeist
temptation, and to love and serve Gud per-
fectly. Direct access to God! That may
be possible to angels . pussible to a few
elect saints after years of discipline, of
watching, aed fasting, and prayer; but as
yet it is not possible to us. anr\ on in the
{uture there scems to shine a faint glory,
which Wcrlmpe some day be-ours, if
only we haVe strength agd endurance to
travel along the rugged way of pain, and
suffering, and self-denial ; but as yet, and |
for ourselves, access to the light in which
God dwells is impcssible. 1t was revealed
to Luther a8 it bad been revealed to St.
Paul, that the Divine mercy tranecends all
the measures of human life ; and he de-
clared that, at once, for Christ's sake, the
" weakest and guiltiest of our race may re-
ceive abvolution from the very lipe of God,
and, by Christ, have accese unto that grace
wherein all saintly souls have stood. God
'janigh at band, and not afar off. This
was the Gospel which Luther preached,
and it came to the heart of KEurope like the

- light of morning after a dark and desolate

night, and made those who received it glad’
with an unutterable joy. Penances, ascetic
diseipline, the scourging of the body, and
the worse scourging of the soul, a cheer-
less life of tears and conflicts ungladdened
by the glory which shines from faith in
God—there, he said, are not necessary be-
fore God shall be at peace with you, acd
justify you from all your eins. You caon
come to God at once. Ooly trust in Him,
and at once the chains of that guilt sball
fall from you as thie chains of Peter fell at
the touch of the angel, and ‘you shill pass
out of the gloom in which you bave been
imprisoned into the clear light and perfect
frecdom of the kingdom ot beaven.

A GOSPEL WORTH PREACHING.

That was a Gospel worth preaching, and
that was the very essence of all that the
Reformers had to- say to Christendom.—
They proclaimed direct access to God, not

. for sainte ooly, but for sioners, Why,

sioners need it more than saints, They
need it to be sure that their eine are for-
given, and to inepire them with strength to
8in no more., No doubt Protestant theolo-
gians harden this truth by giviog it a dog-
matic form, and take the life and the glow
out of it, For me to speak about it, calmly
toexplain it, to argue about it, seewms bardly
possible, When once it is seen and known
it thrills the beart with rapture ; the soul
bursts into thankegiving. Come bome to
God, and come at once, and as soon as you
come the Father you have forgotten will
throw His arme around you, and tell you
that there is still a place for you in the
mansions of the heavenly city, and that in
His own heart your place bas never been
lost. Transform that into dodtrine, and
You have the doctrine of justification by
faith, To all hesitation, to all doubt, Pro-
testantism has simply one answer—** Come
bome to God.” !I'he doctrine, when the
life passes out of it. becowmes, not immoral,
but powerless ; but while the life is in it it
18 the mightiest ot all forces in redeeming
wen from a sinful life. What a sinful
Wan who desires to do better wmost sorely
beede is the assurance that for him, sinner
88 he is, and before he Recomes any better,

testantism, It is because Romaniem and

Ritualism, which is but Romanism—Ro- |

maniem without its logie, without its dig-
nity, without its great traditions, it is, 1
say, because Romanism and Ritualism at-
tempt to bar the immediate access of the
soul to God, that 1 plead with you to be
loyal to the Protestant faith, It is a faith
which appeals to all that is noblest and
moet heroie in your nature,. It vindicates
the glorious prerogatives which have been
conlerred upon you by the grace of Chriet ;
it invests the ClLristian life with transcen-
dent dignity, and inepires it with irresisti-
ble power. But, to understand Protestant-
ism aright, we must constantly retain a
vivid apprebension that it 18 a struggle to
maintaio the inalienable rights which are
the inheritance of all who bave entercd the
kingdom of heaven. We must use, in our
donflict with freedom, only those weapons
which are proper to a epiritual struggle and
a struggle for epiritual freedom.
Protestantism is the natural ally of jue-
tice, of equal rights, of the largest {reedom.
It rejects with loathing and with scorn the
instruments of oppression=the manacles
and the fetters which were forged in other
days, to enslave the consciences of man-
kind. Let us bave faith in truth ; let us
bave faith in God. Let us atk for nothing
from human governments but hberty to
preach the glorious Gospel of the blessed
God. Let ue not rely on the patronage of
thrones or on the legislation of Parliament,
Let us reject for ourselves the deceptive,
and perilous, and corrupting support that
comes from alliance with political. power ;
and let us protest against inflicting upon
those who are opposed to us any political
disabilities. Let us ask flor freedom, and
nothing more. Il we aek for it we shall
have it. The great movements of modern
society areall onourside. All over Europe
there is a revolt against the restraint which
tyrannical governments, at the instigation
of a corrupt Church, have imposed on the
consciences of mankind. -Italy has achieved
her emancipation. Spain, France, Austria
are struggling for it. The wajestic form of
liberty, cast for centuries into a deep eleep
by the incantations and epells of the priest-
hond, is beginning to move. ller eyes are
unclosing, she is rising to ber feet—

“ 'And soon wherever the priests are strong,
And the right oppressed by wiomg, . . -
Shall be heard a trumpet sound
Tuat shall tell the nations around,

On the bill where the heroes have tred,

Ov the shrines of the saints of God, -

In the halls «f kings, in the martyr's prison,
When the slumber is broke, and the sleeper

arisen,

That !b:.' reign of the priest and the tyrant
is o'er

And that man rejoices in freedom once
more."”

—— e R I

BAPTISMAL TEXTS. )

At a recent baptismal eervice in the
Warburton Avenue Baptiat Church, Yonk-

ers, a paseage of scripture was chanted |

after each of the persons baptized. The
following are the texts used on the occasion :

1. In those days came Jobn the Eaptist
preaching in"the wilderness of Judea ; and
there went out unto him all the land of
Judea, and they of Jerusalem, and were
all baptized ol him in the river of Jordan,
confeseing their eins.

2. Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to
Jordan unto John, to be haptized of him ;
but John forbade him, saying 1 bave need
to be baptized of thee, and ccmest thou to
me ? -

3. And Jesus answering, said unto him,
Suffer it to be so now ; forthus it becometh
us to fulfil all righteousness, Then he
suffered him."

4. And Jesus, when he was baptized,
went up straightway out of the water ; and
lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and
he saw the Sprit of God descending like a
dove, and lig{:ting upon him,

5. | am the Way, and the Truth, and
the Life ; and, Ye are my friends, il ye do
whatsoever | command you.

6. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Futher,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ;

7. Teaching them to observe all things
whatsover I have commanded you ; and lo,

| am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world.

8. Then thev that gladly received his
word were baptized ; and the same day
there were added unto them about three
thousand souls,

9. And as they went on their way the
came unto a certain water : and the eunue
said, See, here is water, what doth hinder
we to be baptized?

10. And Philip said, If toou believest
with all thine heart, thou mayeet. And he
aopswered and said, I believe that Jesus,

‘hmhdimtquq. not toa priest, but

Christ is the Son of God.

R R -

S

11. And he commanded the chariot to
stand stil} ; and they went down both into
the water, both Philip and eunuch ; and
he baptized him. |

12. Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death ; that like as Chriet was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the

Father, even 80 we also should walk in
newness of life.

13 If we have been planted together in
the likenees of his death, we s#hall be also
in the likeness of hie resurrection,

14. Buried with him in baptism, where.
in aleo ye are risen with him through the
faith of the operation of God, who hath
raieed him from the dead.

15 1If ye then be risen with Christ, seek
those things which are above. where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God.

10.. Jesus said unto them, Suffer the lit.
tle children to come unto me, and forbid

them not ; for of such is the kingdom of
God.

17, Verily I say unto you, Whosoever
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a
little child, he shall not enter therein.

18 And he took them up Tn hisarms;
put his hands upon them, and bleesed them.

19. This is the love of God, that we
keep his commandments; and his com-
mandments are not_grievous.

- 20. As many of you as have been bap-
tized into Christ have put on Christ ; there-
fore, glorify God in your body and in your
spirit, which are God’s. .

21, 1 aag unto you, Whoeoever shall con.
fess me before men, him shall the Son of
man also confess before the angels of God.

22. Now unto bim that is able. to keep
you from falling, and to prerent you fault-
lees before the presence of his glory with
exceeding joy: to the only wise God our
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion
and power, both now and ever. Amen,

The 16¢h, 17th, and 18th persons bap.
tized were quite young, and these very ap.
propriate verses were chanted alter each of
them respectively. The chant is the simp.
lest form of musical compoeition, and well
suited for giving expression to prose sen-
tences without relrence to rhyme or rhythm,
More emphasis too can be put on the words
in chanting than in regular singing. Such
a service must be highly impressive and
prove to be sometbing like Mr. Sankey's
+¢ ginging the goepel;” only he does not sing
the gospel baptism. '

For the Christian Messenger.
BA PTISM FOR THE DFAD,

“ Else what shall they do which are bap-
tized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all?
why are they then baptized for the dead 7*'—
1 Cor. xv, 2.

In Conybeare and Howson's Life and
Epistles of St. Paul, they have the follow-
ing note on the above verse :—

*The only meaning which the Greek
seems to admit here, is a reference to the
practice of submitting to baptism instead
of some person who had died unbaptized.
Yet this explanation is hable to very great
difficulties. (1.) How strange that St.
Paul should refer to such a superstition-
without rebuking it! (2) If such
practice did exist in the Apostolic Church,
how can we account-for its being discon-
tinued in the period whieh followed, when
a magical efficacy was more and more
ascribed %/ the material act of baptism ?

Yet the practice was never adopted except-

by some obscure sects of Gnostics, who
scem to have founded their custom on this
very paseage "

“ T'he explanations which been adopted
to avoid the difficulty, such as over the

raves of the dead, or in the name of the
&ad (meaning Christ), &o., are all inad-
missible, a,{a‘being contrary to the analogy
of the language. ~ On the whole, therefore,
the parsage must be considered to admit of
no satiefactory explanation. It alludee to
some practice of the Corinthians, which
has not been rem{ded elsewhere, and of
which every other ‘trace has perished.”

In J. Newton Brown's Encyclopedia of
Religious Knowledge, 1 find, under the
head of Barrisu rOR THE DEAD, as follows :
—+**The arguwment of St, Paul, * If the dead
riee not at all, what shall they do who are
hagtized for the dead ?’ has excited many
di
Bochart has collected no less than fifteen
senses in which it has been understood, or
rather in which learned men have confessed
that they did not understand it. Yet
doubtless it was clear and cogent, not only
in the view of the Apostle, but of the
Corinthian Church whom he addressed.”

In view of the foregoing, it may seem
almost presumptuous in me to say that the
truth of the verse in question is, to my
mind very obvious, Whether or mot my
view of it be identical with any of the fifteen
senses collected by Bochart, I cannot say,
pever having seen them. A few minutes’
consideration of the passage in the light of
the context and other ecripturer, and the
meaning of it became plain, although pre-
viously, I confess, it had puzzled me.

Allow me now to quote the context,
omitting what 1 consider needless to cite ;

“ Now if Christ be preached that he
rose from the dead, how say rome amon

ou there iy no resurrection of the dead

ut if there be no resurrection of the dead
then is Christ not rieen : and if Christ be

erent ideas in the minds ol interpreters,

your faith is also vain. . . For if the
dead rise not, then is not Obrist raised :
and if Christ be not raised, your faith is
vain ; ye are yet in your sins, Then they
also which are fallen asleep in Christ
are perished. If in thie life only we have
hope in Christ, we are of all men most
miserable. But now is Christ risen from
the dead, an1 become the first fruits of
them that elept. For as in Adam all die,
even 80 in Christ shall all be made alive.
But every man in his own order: Christ
the first (ruits ; afterward they that are
Christs at h'scoming. . . . Elsewhat
shall they do which are baptized for the
dead, il the dead rise not at all? why nre
they then baptized for the dead? And
why stand we in jeopardy every hour? 1
profess by your rejoicing which I have in
Christ Jesus .our Lord, 1 die daily, If
after the manner of men I have fought with
beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it use
if the dead riee not?"' 1 Cor. xv.

It is clear from the foregoing that the
apostles arguments throughout are aimed,
at thoee in thé Corinthian thurch who eaid
~¢vthere ispo resurrection ot the dead,”
And all will admit that the two questions
of verse 20 ought to help out his argu-
ment ; ought 1o be something akin to his
next question, ‘¢ why stand we in jeopardy
every hour ''?7  And 8o in truth-this proves
to be the case, The apostle’s argument is

apostles do, who are being immersed in
sufferings on “behalf of the dead, (**in
Adam,” and **in trespasses and sins,”) while_
preuching to them the gospel, and striving
to save some ;—what shall the epostles do,
if the dead rise not, and there be conee-
quently, no future life, and no recompence
of reward for all their sufferings? If the
dead rise not. O ye Corinthian deniers of
the resurrection, why are the apostles
being immersed in sufferings on behalf of
the dead? What fools we are! Why
stand we in jeopardy every hour? Why
have I fought with beasts at Ephesus?
Wby was 1 stoned to death? Why do I
suffer everything in preaching Christ, if
‘there is to be no resurrection of the dead?

Paul bad previously told them of the
unparalleled sufferings he and the other
true apostles of Christ were undergoing,

| 1 think,”" he rays, ¢* that God hath set

us the apostles last, as it were appointed to
death : for we are mude a epectacle unto
the wofld, and to angels, and to men.”
Read 1 Cor, iv. 9-13, and we get an idea
of the immersion with which thry were
¢ being immersed,” in fulfilnent of their

driok of my ecup, and with the baptism
that I am baptized withal shall ye be baps
tized.” And for or on beball of whom did
they thus suffer? The dead, unquestionably,
Not the literully deud, of course ; but wen
a8 good as deed, wen dead ** in Adam,”

alive ** in Christ.” * Let the dead bury
the dead.” The whole world is by nature
dead ; as much 8o as the eondemned males
factor who has but o few days to live,
or the struggling man whom the sea is
ready to swallow up. And let us picture
to curselves men at the imminent risk of
their own lives, and without promise or
hope of praise or reward in this hife plun.
ging into a raging sea, or rushing into a

creatures, and we may have some concep-
tion of the God-like philanthrophy which
hnimatcd the apostles, and of the sufferings

{ which Puaul referred toin bis phrase, ** im-

mersed on behalf of the dead !

But the apostles did that sort of thing
continually. Their immersion was no
isolated act of brave philanthrophy; but
their daily, yea, hourly experience. I
protest by your (Corinthians’) rejoicing in
Christ Jesus, 1 die dai’ly. We stand in
jeopardy every hour. They were being
immerted on behall of the dead every hour
of their minietry.

times, that constituted the immersion our
Lord and Paul epoke of and .experienced.
Our Lord’s was wade up of his individual
persecutions, reproaches, scourgings, and
shameful and ignominious death. Theire
of beatings, imprisonments, stonings, Jela.
mations, and afflictions ending only with
their life. In their flesh was filled up that
which was behind of the sufferings of Christ
on bebalf of his body the Chureh ; on be-
half of men and women dead, until quick-
cned and begotten by the Gospel ol Christ
administered by his faithful apostles.

The Corinthians knew, had seen some-
thing of this, and yet among them were
fools who said, ** There is no resurrection
of the dead.” What power in the apostle's
questions,—¢ What shall they do which
are being immersed on behalf of the dead,
if the dead rise not?"” Why are they then
being imwersed on behalfl of the dead?

nol risen, then is our preaching vaio, and

- e W e P

Alus for Paul! alas for hie fellow apostles !

clearly to this effeot : ** What shall-the - |-

divine Master's words, ** Yo ehall indeed

and who could only be quickened or made

house in flames, to save perishing fellog .
’ b ?rening interest, thut is manilosted in the

Ab! it was no ordinary suffering, such-
as was common to the faithful of primitive

181

—the off'scouring of all things in the
world’s estimation—if in their lile-time

| only they had hope in Christ !
1~ And, alas fur us ! bad thoy not-been bap-

tized for us! What would Christ's doo-
trine and racrifion have availed to us, or
even to the dead of his own age, had there
been no apostles to go ' forth and preach,
and write, and suffer! All honour to the
Son of God, who died for us and rose again !
All honour, too, to his apostles, who laid
down their lives on our behalf!  Both were
God’s servants; both™ finished the work
given them to do; buth were pre-eminent
in sufferings, both shall be pre-eminent in
glory ; the throne, and the seats on the
right hand and on the left, shall be theirs
throughout the ages of the ages ! May we
have grace to enable us to profit by their
labors ! They have shown us the salvation

promised, and how great it is : may we not
neglect it !

Halifaz, N. 8. J. R. Litncow.

Religions Intelligence,

Brantrorn, Oxrarto.—Rev. W. H,
Porter writes: May 206th, 1874.— Dear

what of the Divine favor among us,
-Several have been added to tho First
Church, and als) to ,the Taberbacle in
Brantford, since I lnst wrote to you, On
Sabbath last, we had unusually large con.
gregations, and baptism in the evening,
Others have also requested the ordinunce.
Alter the baptism on Sabbath evening a
young woman came up the aisle to me,
and said, O Mr, Porter; [ am so happy ;
to-day has been the happiest day of my
lite, - I huve sought the Saviour and found
him and I wish to be baptized, and unite
with the Church.,” Truly the fields seem
white, and God is granting us a very goodly
and precious harvest,

The Churches of Ontario, as well as
those of the Lower Provioces have been
greatly blessed, as you have noticed. Dr.
Davidson, of Guelph, a forwer Pastor of
this Church, has baptized over 100, and
still they come. Iexpect he baptized again
yesterdny. Bro. Stewart, another former

Kditor of the Canadian Baptist, is now
settled with the Church at Hamilton, and
the prospeet of brighter days for the Bap-
tist.cause in that city, scems exceedingly
hopeful T bad the pleasure of attending
his instalation services, and could not but
observe the warmth and cordiality of the
Church in receiving him,

iog up, under the labors of Bro. Perrin,
Last week we attended the installation
services of Broy Bates, lately of Wodd.
stook, who has taken charge of the St,
George Church, eituated about 8 miles
from Brantford, This church has been in
a very low condition, on account of an un-
fortunate recent pastorate, but its proe
pects secm® to be brightening, Brother
Minro of Alexander St, Chureh, Toronto,
and I exchanged pulpits’ n week ago
Sabbath, and | bad the priviledge of wit.
neseing something of the increased and in-

Baptist causo in Torwhto, as I did last
Summer, also at Montreal, :

The old idea of Conscrvatism, in both
these cities, bas given place to more liber-
al plans, and, a8 in Yarmouth, within the
last.tew years; churches are multiplying all
around. Instead of the old, mother church
in Toronto being crippled, or weakened by
the policy, she scews to be renewing her
age, and the great heart of Dr, Castle, the
Pastor, i» being enlurged, by the addition
of many members to the church, and now
by the prospect of & new stone chureh ¢di-
fice to te une of the finest in the city.
Bro. Munro still labors successfully, and is
popular with his people. A large number
of Ministerial students from the Institute
at Woodstock, are now labouring in our
Mission fields, ten of the students at the
Union University at Toronto, are also hav-
ing the Baptist ministry in view,

The!Spring has been backward and cold
here, but summer is nigh, and with it, the
pleasant annual gatherings ‘of the dear
brethren at home. May the Lord's bless.
iog be upon them.

B

L. —

Cow Bay, C. B, May 20th, 1874 —
Dear Brother,—1 have at length reached
my appointed post of duty, I reached
Sydney on Sunday at noonby the Neptune.
Called on Bro. Harringtog, who shewed ue
great kindness. He then took us to Rev.
George Armstrong who gave us a right
bearty welcome, and afterwards introduced
us to several of the brethren and friends.

We were glad of the opportunity of know.

- 3 SNl «

Bro.Selden;—We-ure still enjoying somes

Pastor of this Church, and lately the‘.

At St. Catherines also the cause is look-
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