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BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1574.

INTERNAT{ONAL SERIES.
Sonpay, February 15th, 1874.

Jehovah's Passover.— Esodus xii 2130,
51.

Gorpex Texr.—* For even C.hri.-:t our
passover is sacrificed for wus.” 1 Corin-
thians v. 7.

Couyir 7o Mesory : Verses 21.23.

Suymary — Deliverance from death was
by the blood of the Lamb.

Axarysis.— 1. The instructions fo Moses.
1. As to the Deliverance. vs 21-23, 2
As to its Celebration. vs. 24 27. H. The
judgment of God. vs. 28-31. 111. The
escape from bindage. vs. dl,

ExrositioNn.— The interval.— Last Sab

- bath the first *< plague,” today the last:

Between are eight plagues; those of the
frogs, of the lice, of the flies, of the mur-
rain; of the boils, of ‘the . tdil, of the lo-
casts, and of the darkness.
got up a petty, contemptible imitation ol
the miracle of the frogs, failed oa that of
the lice. and, smitten in their own person
with the buiis, did not venture even to
stand afterward in the presence of God's
messenzer. They surrendered, but not the
monarch. Not be, for sin bad wade him
not only hard, bat also blind. So ever, it

The magiciabs

both biinds‘and hardens—hlinds in harden- |

ing. How often he was **almost per-
saaded”! And yet, in the face of all
this, despite all this, he pushed on in
his own way; would not bear, would
not  turo,s would .go to his ruin, did
go to his ruin! So many others
bave dove just the same! So many all
around us are doing just the eame ! The
evil day they put off. They think that
somehow they shall escape ; they will have
it as they wish it; it will come out right,
no matter what God and his servants may
say to the contrary.

The tenth plague.—It came—the last.
Pharaoh, grown more hard and wrathful
with each n2w visitation, had driven Moses
from his face, and bidden him come not to
bim again on peril of his death. Then
the cup was full. No other word was
spoken to Pharaoh. The last stroke was
unheralded to either monarch or people of
Egypt. Only to Moses and Israel was it
foretold, that-they might wake ready for
it, and for the escape that was to follow.
The Scripture of our present lesson follows
a more full account of the- pldgue and of
the passover,; as given in chaps. xi and xii.
1-20, aud can be better understood by a
comparison with that aceount.

Verse 21.—Called for all the elders of
Israel.  In order to communicate the
Lord's appointments, accurding to the com-
mand in verse 3, as through them the
whole congregation would be informed of
the mattdr. This repetition is not uncom--
mon to the early Hebrew. Draw out. Or,
perbaps, *‘ go,”’ ¢ proceed,” as it often
bas this meaning. 7Take you a lamb,a
member of the flock, whether lamb or kéd.
See verse 5. It was to be * without
blemisb, a mals of the first yéar.” ve. 5.
It was to be taken on the tepth day of the
first month (our April), to bekept till the
fourteenth vetore it was offcred. Accord-
ing to your families. See verses 3, 4.
Josephus writes 7 ** They glay the paschal
.+ 80 that a company of not
less than ten belong to every sacrifice . . .
and many of us are twenty in a oompany.”

* Nothiog is said in Seripture as to the num-

ber to make up a cowmpany, except that
there were to be 80 many as could make a
meal on the lamb. AGl the passover ; that
ie, the lamb, Passover vsually means the
feast. The name is explained in verse 13.
This lamb was typical of Christ, who is
called our Passover, and the * Lamb slain
from.the foundution of the world.” g
Verse 22+ Bunch of hvssop. This was
a plant, one speeies of which is said to
have been well adapted for this purpose.
* It is thornless, of a elender stem, free
from spreading branehes, endinz in a clus-
ter of heads, having a highly eromatie
odor, just ficted to mwke into & bunch for
eprinkling. Many stalks grow uop from
one root, 80 that the hand in a single grasp
could gather the requisite bundle all ready
for use.,”" The blood ; that is, of the
paschal Jamb, whose body was to be eateo.
The lintel ; that is, ** the head piece of a
door-frame,” the part of the frame over
the door. None of you shall go out at the
deor of his house wuntil the morning.
Mark how very exact this command.
Safety depended upen the obeervance of
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but foolish or wise, it was their galvation.

Ve-se 23. —The reason of the command
ig here gaven.  The Lord, or Jebovah, was
to pass through to smi‘e the Eyyptians;
tha* is, he was to cause the pestilence to
fall upon the Egyptians throughout the
land. God paesed through the land, just
as he passes through one of our cities
when the pestilence visits it. When he
seeth the blood. I1le made no wistake. So
now, po heurt which is gprinkled with
Chbrist’s blood is overlooked hy the eye of
the Lord. Pass over the door.. No He-
brew would escape simply hecause he was
a Hebrew if there were not the blood, The
Literally, the destruction :
that is, the destroying pestilence.

Verse 24.—Now begins the direction
with reference to the yearly feast which
was to keep these things in memory. But
it was not simply as a, memorial that the
feast was to be instituted, but both the
feast and the original evéuts were typical
of Christ's death.  This gave to all the
chief importance. The particulars men-
tioned in verses 8-11 lLave not been bere
meittioned, because the writer aims here
to-give only the most prominent features
of the subject. Ye. Not simply those
addressed, but the nation viewed as a per-
petual body, with its own distinctive per-
petual life, and hercce, as a whole, to
receive and obey the command now given

destroyer.

“This thing ; that i, what _has just been

described —to repeat thie act—thus-keep it
vividly before the mind. So did Christ in
a like-way ordain tliat in the Lord’s Supper
the true atonement, the real passover,
should be kept Tresh in the minds and
hearts of his disciples as a’ thing accom-
plished ouce for all. Thus the Supper
supersedes the Passover. Neithier the
yearly passover, nor the perpetual ordi-
pance of the Supper is a real atonement or
sacrifice, but each exbibits that which was
such atonemen®, which laid the foundation,
the one of national, the cther of eternal
salvation. Ordinance. Something ordered
—established by authority, and not left to
one's own choice. Forever ;- that is, per-
petual, though at last to be merged into
something higber, and to live on in that—
in the work of Christ and its appointed
memorial ordinance.

Verse 25.— When ye be come to the land,
etc. Then, and especially then, they were
to cherish the memory of this deliverance.
We read of one celebration in the desert
by epecial command. Num. ix. 1-7. So
Christ speaks of partaking of the Supper
with his disciples in the kingdom of heaven,
and the song to be sung then, is that ¢ of
Moses and the Lamb.”
strengthen,

This will sweeten,
deepen, and heighten the
eternal felicity of heaven.

Verse 26.— When your childrer_l. ete.
Tho-e born long after - this eventlul night,
born into the privileges'of the accomplished
redemption. Sonow, such an ordinance as
the Communion makes our children ask:
What means this? Whence comes this?
Why is this observed ?
ouly the Clristian should partake? In
heaven, the angels, even then, will npot
fully compretiend the meaning of the song,
or the mnature of the experience. They
will still desire to look intu those things.

Verse 27.— Ye shall say. Yes, ye ; but
not the men now addreesed, for they are
not to see that land of promise, bust the
future fathers who are to take their places,
and who are represented in these. Bowed
the "head and worshipped. Now. they
belicved. Now they knew that Moses and
Aaron were messengers of deliverance, and

not of worse bondage.

Verse 28.—The passover is appoimnted
then they went away and did as the Lord
had commanded,. All of them probably
with one: heart, onc. spirit. 8o they did
what every one should do—promptly and
cheerfully obeyed God.

Verse 29 -——We have seen what they did,
now we are to se¢ what God did. It was
nothing else than what be said he would
do—just that, The first-born.. Probably
not those parents, or heads of f:milies,
who were first-born children, but rather
the first-born c¢hildren in the families,
though this is not quite certain. Chap.
xi. 5. The first-born represented the whole
tamily of children. This 'miracle, like all
the ‘precceding, bas what, is called * a
patural basis ;”’ that is, the devastating
pestilence is common in Egypt. ‘1t ap-
pears usually . at the end of March or
begiouing of April.

Verse 30.—The dreadful effecte.of the
stroke. God at last has conquered the
monarch, but death is in every house ; that
is, where there isa * first-born.”
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Verse 51.—lsrael leaves Egypt. Al
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every point. It may have seewed fbulishl
y

48 to our experience in heaven ? _Was the |

tion of the Passover—

What reason that | -

I*fael leaves, leaves in triamph, with

QuesTions. — How many were **the
plagues of Egypt”? Name them. O
what besides che miracle dyes this lessin
treat? Why was there & memorinl ordi-
nance instituted for this and for no other
of the miracles? :

Vs. 21. Why is the account of the
miracle and of the festival here repeated ?
Chaps. xi. 2 ; xii. 3. Is this or the pre-
ceding account the more fall? Vss. 1-20.
W hat is said of the lamb in verse 6 ? Ex
plain the phrase, ** according to families.”
Vss. 3 4. What is here meant by the
word ¢ passover’ ? Explain its origin
and uses., Vss. 13, 23. W hat was hyssop?
W hence the blood in the basin ?  What is |
a ** lintel ”? What command as to leav-
ing the house?

Vs. 22. The reason for .this command ?
How did the Lord pass through the land ?

Vs. 23 What is there in these things
typical of Chpist, and his salvation? To
what ordinance in the New Testament does
the passover ¢orrespond? The difference ?

Vs. 25 When and where was the pass-
over to be kept ? What does this suggest

passover celebrated in the desert? Num.
lx. 1‘14-

Vs. 26.27. W Lat reason is_ lere given )
for observing the passover in P»lestine?
Does a like reason told of baptism and the
Lord’s Supper ?

Vs. 28.30 What did the people do on
hearing the words of Moses? Vs. 27.
What did the Lord do after they bhad
sprinkled the door-posts? What "aid the
Kzyptians do? What did lIsrael do the
next day ?  What lessons lor us ?

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher.
Scripture Catechismj 109.
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Sunpay, February 22nd, 1874.—The
Exodus.— Egodus xiii, 17-22, o

& W

Hixts anxp meLrs.—OQur lessong here
overleap - the remaining judgments that
came upon Ezypt, but it may be well to
remember them ; hence—

1. Name the ten plagues that God sent,
in the order of their‘occurrence.

We have here an account of the institu-

2. Why was the Paesover so called ?_

As there could be no virtue in the blood
of a lamb, and as the Angel of the Lord
ought to have been able to know where the
Lord’s people lived, without stopping to
look, in the night, for the marks of
blood— ;

3. Why did God direct that the blood
should ‘be sprinkled on the door-posts and
lintel ? ’

4. Would an Israelite be protected by
that blood, regardles. of his previous
character ?

5. Where, in the New Testament, is
Christ called our Passover, and why?

6. W bat feast, similar to the Passover,
do Christians observe, and what are the
lessons it teaches ?

Aouths’ Department.

«HOW LONG WILL IT DO TO
WAIT.”

Dr. Nettleton had come from the evening
service in some country town, to his home
for the night. The good lady of the house,
rather an elderly person, after bustling
about to_provide per guest with refresh-
ment, said, dir‘ctly before ber daughter,
who was in the rvow ;

¢* Dr. Nettleton, I do. wish you would
talk to Caroline ; she don’t care nothing
about going to meeting, nor about the sal-
vation of hersoul, I've talked and talked,
and got our minister to talk, but it don’t
seem to do good. I wish you would talk
to her, Dr. Negtleton.”

Saying which, she soon went out of the
room. |

Dr. Nettleton continued quietly taking
his repast, when he turned around to the
young girl, and said :

** Now, just tell me, Miss Caroline,
don’t they bother you amaziogly about
this thing?” '

¢ She, taken by surprise at an address
s0 unexpected, answered at ouce :

¢ Yes, sir, they do ; they keep talking
to me all the time, till I'm sick of it.”

s S0 [ thought,” said Dr. N. ¢ Let’s
see; how cld are you 7" :

¢ Eighteen, Sir."”

** Good health 7" \: 4

¢ Yes, sir."”’

* The fact is,” said Dr. N., ¢ religion is
a good thing in itself ; but the idea of all
the time troubling a young creature like
you with it, and you're in good health, you
#y. Religion is a good thiog. It will
hardly do to die without it. 1 wonder how
long it would do for you to wait 7"’

 That's just what I've been thinking

. kneel down here, and ask God for mercy,

| these articles; and yer, these people huve

« Well,” said Dr. N., ** ruppore you |
attended the funeral vt a lady fifteen |
years younger than that.  Thirty? low
will that do?

« I'm not sare it would do to wait quite
8o long,” said Caroline.

«* No, I do not think so either —some-
thing might bappen.
five—or cven twenty, if we could be sure
that you would live ro long.
now—how would that do ?”

»« I don’t know, sir.”

¢t Neither do 1. The fact is, my déar
young lady, the-more I think of it, and of
bow wany young pcuplc as well, apparent-
ly, a8 you ure, do die suddenly, 1 am
afraid to have you put it off a wmoment
longer. Besides, the Bible says, now is the
accepted time. We must take the time.
What shall we do? Had we not better

Say, now, twenty-

A year from

through his Son, Jesus Christ?

her feelings, kneeled on the. spot. -In a
day or two she, by grace, came out rejoic-
ing in hoype, findiog she had far frow lost
all enjoyment in this life. & '
JAPANESE HOUSEKEEPING.

It must be difficult for most E iropeans
and Americins to realize that u nation like
the Japancse have lived tor centurics, ful
filling all the functions of life honorably,
without ever having known the use of a
bed, a choir, or a tahle, as we understaond

all the virtues of eivilization, and perhaps
not quite all its vices. They are ‘polite,
generous, hospitable, perform their religions
duties with exemplary piety, aud, if ciean-
liness be next to godhiness, they are much
more godly than we are, for they are the
cleanest peaple on the earth, accurding to
the general testimony of travellers. We
have certainly much to learn before cur
houses can be as immaculately neat as
theirs are. It is our universal custom to
walk upon our richest carpets with the
same feet-covering that has served us in the
filthiest streets. Nothing could well be
more repugnant to the sense of propriety
of a Japanese housckeeper than this ; and,
despite the fact that it prevails all over
Western civilization, it is truly a barbar-

served us in the street are at least Custy in
dry weather, and unfit for contact with
carpets which are as clean as they should
always be ; and in muddy weather they
cannot be sufficiently cleaned by any
amount of sgraping and rubbing upon ruzs.
Still, it is difficult to sce how we can adopt
tbe nice habit of donning slippers when we
enter the house, unless we ditcard our

fastenings. :

Japanese housek eping is reduced tv the
minimum of care apd labor. There is not
in the whole country an upholsterer, or, at
least, there was not # fcw years ago, und a
young couple who wish to marry and set
up housekeeping need not delay on account
ot the expenses of the outfit. A Philadel-
phia gentleman, living in Japan, sems it
up n this way: *¢ A few mats, a chest of
drawers for clothing, two or three quilts
for a b:d on the floor, sume simple kitchen-
utensile, and the house 8 furnished.” Of
courte we must make due allowance for
the fact that this is » man’s ioventory: a
woman would probably discover many
things that would escape masculine eyes.
* Why,” the ' gentleman coutinues,
¢ ghould we litter these peatly-matted
rooms ?  Why cover with paint and gildiog
virgin wood of faultless grain; or mer the
sweet siwplicity and airy roominess of
Japanese chambers by loading
with unnecersaryJuxuries ?”

them
Why, in-
deed, now that housekeeping has become
such a burden to women,and good servants
are a thing of the past? We certainly
wight dispeore with much that but gives
us care and troulle for a compensation that
is totally ioadequate. The Japanese,

cus custom. Shoes or boots that have |

_to bless them in the coming year.

castom of wearing boots with elaborate |

The dipner of ceremony in Japan is a

simpler than the ordinary repast in the
hotels, for exawple. A little toy-table
four inches high, 1s placed before the guest
on which are four eovered howls containing
the articles of foud. One of these is always
rice in some furm, another soup, another
fish ¢ ,oked with suy. This you eat sitting
on the clean and soft mats, a subdued light
failing  on thirough elegant paper
cercens on one side, and on the other, the

you

Iatticed slidiog p..xrt‘,nuuus being withdrawn
you lovk into a lirge open court, epanned
by an arched bridge. In this court  is a
garden, an avi-ry, a pond filied with gold-
fish and marine plants, and the bridge is
fr.quently decorated with splendid lilice

_other fluwers in pots. The whole atmos-

paere of the Jipanese house sugge:t®
airiuess, utter cleanline:s,
alsp, when you once have learned to do
without chairs ; but how long the aneient

‘T'he young lady, pertectly overcame by J“customs and the simple ease with which the

widdle classes live, will resist the incoming
wave of Western civilization, it is difficult
to say. Already the commen question that
greets the tiaveller on arriving at an hotel
is, if he will be scrved in the Western or
in the Japanese style. The young men
have wostly adopted our wethod of cutting
the hair, and are gravitating toward stand-
ing eollars und Coogress boots while the
erinvline that our ladies have just discarded

Appletons Journal.
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NEW YEAR WATCHNIGHT AT
THE MEI'ROPOLITAN TABR-
ERNACLLE,

Nearly #ix thousand pcrsons must have
been assembied there? At eleven o'clock,
when Mr. Spurgeon tovk his well known
place, there was not a foot of space in the
vast area,for even the aisles where thronged.
Toe capacious galleries that rise tier over
tier to the roof were crowdad in like manner
“and the preacher stood, faccd and surround-
ded by a eongregation, the sight of which
might well move to the utterance of words
that burn, a man who bad within him a
fount of thoughts that breathe. There was
no other prelude to the service than the
simply spoken invitation ‘¢ Let us pray,”
and the six thousand, declaring themselves
‘¢ creaturcs ot time,”” bent the knee with
one accord to ask the ** Lord of Eternity ”
After
this a hymn was sung, Mr. Spurgeon read-
ing out ver=e by verse, with occasional com-
mentary, and not uofrequent directions to
the congregation as to the maoner of their
singing. ** Dear friends, the devil some-
times makes you lag half a note behind the
leader  Just try it you can’t prevail over
him to-night and keep up in proper time.”
The hymn brought to & eonclusion, Mr.
Spurgeon read and cornmnented upon a pas-
sage of Seripturé from the 25th of Matt.
Then another hymn. *¢ Sirg this verse very
softly and solemuly,” eays the pastor ; and
the congregation, in hushed tones, that
scem to thrill all through ‘the aisles and-up
through the crowded gulleries, sing :

Who of us deith’s awful road
In the coming year 8 nll tread,

With Thy rod ard staff, O God,
Comlort Thou bis dying bed.

After another prayer from tbe pastor,
and one from one of the deacons who ac-
companied him on the platform, a ¢hird
hymn was sung. and Mr. Spurgeon began
his short address. He took for his text the
4%ad verre of the 12th chapter of Exodus :
¢ 1t is & night to be much observed unto
the Lord for bringing them out from the
land of Egypt ; this is that night of the
Lord to be oheerved of all the children of
lsrael in their generations.” The night
referred to in the text was that of the Pass-
over—** & might of _salvation, - decision,
emigration, and  exultation,” said the
preacher, ** and T pray God that this night
the last of a memorable year, may be the
sawe for you, my friends. Oh for a.grand
emigration among you like that of the de-
parture of the people of Israel—an empty-

when they get ready to go tv bed, being,
from side-closets their bedding, whioch is
simply what we would designate a ** euver-
ing 7 This they place vpon one of their
soft wmata, three or four inches thick, and,
removing every vestige of eluthiog, put ona
long loose gown. Sheets they have no ure
for, and for pillows they have a bar of wood
six inehes long and ove wide. On the top
is & narrow cuehion, covered with paper,
which is removed very dag in all well-
regulated households. Travellers wonder
much at the origin of this anomalous pillow
It scems that it arose a8 a consequence of
the lofty and elaborate coiffure of the ladies,
which is too arduous & work of art to be

'myself,” said Caroline.
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ing out of wld Ezypt, a robbing of Pharaoh
of ! is slaves, and the devil of his-dupes "
[t was understood that Mr: Spurgeon was
labouring under a severe indisposition, and
probably this fact gave the tone to his brie
address, which was comparatively quiet
and unimpassioned. Ounly once did

rise to the fervent height of oratory to
which his congregation are aocustom:d,
and that was at the close, when, with up-
lifted bands aod ; louder voice he apostro-
plised the parting year ; ** FEighteen
bundred and seventy three ! thou art
almost gone, and if thon goest now thy
tidings to the throne of God will be that
such and such a soul is yet unsaved. Ob

renewed every day.
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stay yet awhile, Year, that thou mayess
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and ‘comfort

may vossibly find favor in the eyes ol theirs./
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