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For the Christian )lmn.er.
WHO ARE THESE?

Many, very mmy_;u\n Joined the white
robed throng that the lonely prisoner of

Patmos saw in the prison of * Scenes

Colestial,” Great as it was then, ** whi
no wan could number,” far greater is that
multitute now ** of all nations, and kind.
red, and pouplo. and tonguos who stand
pefore the throne, and before the Lamb,
olothed with white robes, and palme 0
\beit bande,” And though we believe
that the beloved dieciple himself has ob
wined & place among the shining oves, yet
the question often comes, as it came of old,
What are these in white robes? and whence
came they ? ~
But in the silent hour, when the heart ia
made sad by sudden bereavement, and
mourns the absense of loved ones gone from
our embrace, the question has a deeper
meaning than usual, Thesorrowing heart
in silence and tears looks away beyond the
blue areh, far beyond those shining orba of
‘which the sainted Doddridge says,—

« Yo stars are but the shining dust
Of my diving abode,

The pavements of those Heavenly courts,
wheie I shall reign with Gad..

and loves to meditate on the joys of that
tetter land—the howme of ** Spirits bright,”
And as faith, aided by the ‘* Apocalyytic
vision,"” views the pearly gates, the golden
stroote, the orystal sea, and the everver
dant folinge ol trees that stand eternal ;
and whilst wmueie of ** Hurpstrioge touched
by angel fingers," deep, melodiously deep,
and harmonious as the distant murmur of
many waters seems to come from shining
* oned who of that City are the *‘ Angel
wardens,’" and songe of highest praise from
a throng of white rubed ones who stand
pearer than tAey, the enraptured heart with
eagorness repeats the question of long ago :
“ What are these which are arrayed in
white robes ? and whence came they ? And
to the anxious heart, with consoling power,
comes the answer of the Elder, ** These are
they which came out of great tribulation,
and have washed their robes, and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

“Brightor than angels, lo! they shine;
And sweooter far their notes divine,

Tell me their origin and :g e e
Their kindred what, aad w0 are they " -

“ These are the saints, beloved of God--
Who washed their robes in Jesus blood,
Near the throne than cherubs they stand
Exalted now at the Father's hand,”

But again we ask, ** Who are these
We know that we can olaim them as kin-
dred, for the saints vn earth and those on
high but one comwunion make. Yet let
faith pierce the veil that intervenes, and
hides that land from oure, and we shall find
that all in that imwortal throng are not
strangers. No, we shall see there the
loved of other days, even those for whom
we mourn--our loved onee gone before.
Changed they nray be, but "tis from beauty
to boauty, from death to lite, from life to
immortality, Yes, bereaved, and mouro-
ing ones, look up—far beyond the Ethere jus
Arch, for thare, among the happy spivits of
those from earth released, who have
esoaped from earth trinls and cares, standes
the luved one whose absence you mourn—
whose place in the family circle is vacant.
Aod hark ? the voice whose tones you
loved, and whose music you 80 sadly miee,
Jolne in the joyous chorus of the redeewed,
whose robes have been washed and wmade
white, and who therefore are before the
throne of God and serve Him day and
night in his temple. Joyous thought, com.
forting assurance ! Many are there with
whom we can claim & familiar acquaint
ance.  Purent, ohild, wsister, drother,
[riend, for, — '

“There are the lost! whom we loved on this
earth,

With whose memories vur bosoms {ot slow;
Their reliques we ‘fm to the place of the dead,
But their gloiitied spiri's betore us have fled
To the Land which no wortal may know,”

The oasket of clay, the frail tenement,
which ocontained for a time the imwortal
part, has, with tender care, mid sadnese
‘od tears, been laid to its silent repose in
the quiet valley. And though the song of
\be birds will be heard among the branches,
the sepbyre of summer will atir the green
leaves, the wild winds of Autumn, and the
%ld storme of Winter will moan a sad re-
Quiem through the leafloss boughs, tho dew-
drops of Spring, and tears of loving ones
Will fall alike unheeded on the openiog
fowere—frail mgmentoes of sorrowing
bearta—futile tributes of regret—yet calm
“0d undisturbed will be the repose of the
:«plng dust, even until the resurrecti

orn,

" Bweet the hope amid our sadness—
They're not loo':.bnt gone before.”

in reply to the question, ** Who
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are these 1" we can with hope and assur-
ance say, Among them are those we have
known, and loved, whose cares and sorrows
we have shared. And as the heart beats
with fond ragrets and tender recollections,
wo repeat, ** These spirits bright in realme
of light, are friends that we have known."
They are not all strangers, for among them
—the white-robed throng—are some whose
weowmory we oherish, and whose absence we
mourn. Though, as beautifully expressed
by Inving, we stand by the grave of those
we loved, and oall up in long review the
whole history of virtue and gentleness, and
the many endearments lavished upon us—
almoet unheeded—in the daily intercourse
of intimnoy ; and there dwell upon the ten-
derness—the solemn, awful tenderness—of
the partiug scene. The bed ul death, with
all its stifled griefs—its noiseless attend.
anco~its mute, watohful assiduities. The
last testimonies of expiring love! The
feeble, fluttering, thrilling—oh, how thril.
ling—pressure of the hand. The last fond
look of the glazing eye, turning upon us,
even from the threshold of existence ;—yet
from the remembrance of these, when the
overwhelming buret of grief is calmed into
the gentle tear of recollection, the sorrow-
ing heart lovks up, and beholding the joy-
ous throng, remembers that our loved one is
there. Then hushed be our sorrows, tor
the cold hand that we pressed in anguish,
when, with fast-falling tears, we warked
the feeble throb of the ceaming pulse, and
the cold ioyness that told us that our loved
une wus paesing through the chilhing

stream, now waves the viotor's palm and |

strikes the golden chords of ** Harpe Ocles-
tial” 'mid that joyous throng. The feet
that oft were weary in life's rough path-
way, now press the never-fading verdure of
those Heavenly plaine, where angels walk
and seraphe me the wardens, The brow
that grew so pale and cold under affeotion’s
touch, when the death-dews gathered fast,
and from which we fondly smoothed the
moistened locks, now glows with beauty
and life imwortal, and is pressed only by
the unfading diadem, the ** Crown of re-
Joicing."” The voice whose faint, faltering
acoents, struggling in death to give one
more assurance of affection we. stoopeu to
cateh, and which whispered those words of
hope and hopefui trust we so fondly cherish,

~{now joins to swell the full chorus of re.

deeming love that re-echoes through Hea-
‘ven's high domes, ' The eyee that apoke the
thoughts which the lips could not express,
and which we so tenderly, sadly closed,
now behold those brighter glories, of the
land t:atto us oft seemes afar off, and see
the King in His beauty,

This ie not a drenm. '"Tis not fancied
imagination* No, John the ** Beloved"
saw them—a great multitude, ** Clothed
with white rubes, and palms In their
haonde. . . . Sayiog, Amen: Blessing,
and glory, and wisdom, and thanks-giving,
and hooour, and power, and might, be
unto our God for ever and ever.” And the
question concerning them was, ** Who are
these—these in Heaven "' And mark the
reply,for that aesures our faith, ** These are
thoy which came out of great tribulation—
trials of earth—and washed their robes,

and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb."

Thue, by faith, we behold among those
arrayed in white, our loved ones gone be-
fore, and the hope of seeing them wsoon,
cheers the surrowing heart. Ounly **a fow
more prayers, a fow more tears, it won't
be long" and we too shall draw near to the
dark river, and pase through its chilly
waves. Wo shall meet our loved oncs,
gone to the better land, the Haven of eter
pal rest. Yee, wo shall see the King in
His beauty, and inhabit the mansions He
bae gone to prepare.

“ There the winter of trouble Is past;
The storms of afiiction are o'er,

The struygle is ended at last,

And sorrow and death are no more.
Qur brother that Haven hath rctnod.
Out flying the tempest and wind;
His rest he hath sooner obtamed
And left his companions behind."

Then let this answer be our comfort, and
be it oure fo obtain what our departed
friende bave obtained—pardon from sin,
peace in believing, a refuge in Jesus, and a
place among the white-robed throng—those
epirite bright, Or, having obtained the
firet, be it ours to walk worthy of our high
oalling in Christ, so that when the silent
messenger comes we may gladly the sum.
wmons obey, and gain admittance to a par-
ticipation of the joys of those, concerning
whom we ask, ** Who are these arrayed in
white 7" and of whom it is written, ** And

God shall wipe all tears from their eyes.”

“ Where at last, Life's trials past,
We'll meet on earth no more,~
Whoase feet have trod the path to God,
Not lost but gone before * M
Al

Mahone Bay, June, 1874,
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For the Christian Messenger,

TO SUPERINTENDENTS AND
TEACHERS OF SABBATAH-
SCHOOLS.

Beloved Friends,— j

As the work in which you are engaged is
obviously ono of great importance, doubt-
lees you will attentively consider, and duly
regard, any suggestivns that may be offered
with a design to promote the usefulness ol
your ** labor of love.” 1 beg, therefore,
respectfully to oull your attention to a
Resolution passed at a meeting of the Sab-
bath Sohool Convention of the Central
Buptist Association of Nova Scotia, held In
Canard, Cornwallis, October 15th, 1873,
It is, of cvurse, equally applicable to all
the Sabbath Schools in these Maritime
Provinces, Hero it is,~—

* Voted, That with the beginning of our
lodependent Foreign Mission, we recom-
mend that all our gubbnh Schools, be in-
structed on the wb{eot, and requested to
commence working for it; and that each

child [or pupil] be encouraged to give at
loast une eent n week towards its support
either by ocollections each Subbath, or by
the formation of a Juvenile Missionary So
ciety, or of a Mi:=*7n Band in each schuol.”

Should this recommendation be gener-
ally carried into effect, the Foreign Mission-
ary cause-—one of vast moment—will be
greatly aided, The small sums thus con-
tributed-by numerous individuals, like the
drops of rain, whioh severally and yet.
unitedly water and fruotify the earth,
would largely increase the funds, and ma-
terially aseist in sustaining our beloved
missionarics now in the field, and in send-
ing forth and supporting others.

The inlormation by this measure impart-
ed to the young respecting the lamentable
condition of the heathen, and of children in
heathen lands, would furnish the scholars
with usetul instruction ; and it may, by the
divine blessing, tend to impress their minds
with & grateful sense of their own peculiar
privileges and obligations, and be the
weans of leading them to embrace and fols
low the Saviour, to the securing of their
own everlasting happinese.

It is, moreover, highly desirable, and
very uselul in different respecte, to incul-

| cate, and foster in youthful minds, a prin.

ciple of beneficente: As & miserly »pirit
teuds to render its possessors miserable, 8o
a spirit ol benevolence and beneficence im-
parts true pleasure to those in whom it
dwells, This ancourds with our Lord's say-
ing, ** It is wore blessed to give than to
receive,” (See also Pro. xi, 24, 25)
Those concerned in cunducting Sabbath
Sohools will do well, therefore, to imbue,
as far as possible, the minds of those under
their care, with & principle so beneficial to
all concorned. - The young should be
taught to regard it as a special privilege,
and source of true joy, to be permitted to
aid in communicating the blessing of the
gospel to the perishing heathen, including
their ohildren, who may be thus rescued
from the miseries ol heathenism, and made
the happy recipients of endless bliss.

In this case, us in others, the general
rule, ** Train up o ehild in the way he
should go. and when he is old he will not
depart frowm it," is undoubtedly applicable,
It way therefore be reasonably anticipated,
that those who bave been accustomed Irom
ohildbhood to contribute for Foreign Mie-
sions, will continue this course in after lite,
and inorease their coutributions as their
means loorease, A solid basis will thus be
laid tur the permanence of this womentous
work.

It may be objected to this scheme, that
in some ocases it will be dificult to carry
the proposed measure into ¢ffect. 1t will,
indeed, require the concurrence of parents,

{:or guardiane, with the cfforts of the Sup-

erintendents and Teachers, But this, it
way be reasonably hoped, will be easily
obtained ; since the measure can not fail to
be serviceable to all partics. People in
comfortable ciroumstances usually give
their children some money, for special ser-
vices performed, good behaviour, proficien-
oy in learning, &o., as an incentive to dili-
gence, and cfforts to please the donore, It
way be kindly suggested to the young—
probably with good effect—that it ‘would
be unspeakably better to devote a portion
of their money to aid the good work of the
Foreign Mission, than to spend it in such
gratifications as may be barmful to body or
soul, or to both, Children whose parente
are unable to furnish them with meane,
way be usefully employed by others to do
what they ean, to enable them to give for
this noble object. By the means here sug-
gested the young way be taught lessons of
industry and trug ility, as well as liberality,
which will be I ighly conducive to their
wollare, while it may bo hoped that by the
weans proposed, precious souls, now in the

darkness and degradation of heatlienism,
will be brought into the light and blessed-

nees of the goepel. Infinite good may then
flow to generations yet unborn,

Your fellow laborer,

Cuarres Turper,
Aylesford, June 12, 1874,
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TRI.PROVINCIAL HOME MIS-
SIONARY UNION.

MR. Epiror-=In the preceding article I
endeavoured to preeent briefly the advan-
tages of union in Home Missions by our
churches in the Maritime Provinces, and
will now consider some of the more obvious
and important objcotions that may be urged
against such union, KEvery subject has
two sides, and it is well, indeed neceseary,
to look catefully at both in order to arrive
at & proper decirion,

1. It may be alleged that small organis-
ations existing in different counties, or
parts of the province, can do its own Home
Mission work as well, if not better than
one large Convention for the three provin-
ces.

It is neither my intention nor wish to
speak In disparagement of existing local
Home Missionary organizations, which
have been by the blessing of God, the

“means of much epiritual good to many in-
dividuals and churches ; the good thus done -

is cheerfully and thankfully acknowleged,

L But who does not desire to ‘see much more

accomplished in the Home Mission fields of
these lJower Provinces? Why should not

not been adequately employed, perhapes not
much over a tithe of what we ought as a
denumination has been contributed to thie
great work. The great difficulty ol oper
ating with a number of local missionary
organisatione in each provinoe i their
weakness, the want of means and resources,
or the lack of influence and appliances to
gather them up, to carry on the great
work in hand ; and from isolation, from
want of cuncert and co-operation, each may
largely fail to do its part in this great and
noble enterprize. This method of prose-
outing Howme Miwions seems not to have
been marked with much efficiency ; and we
doubt it it will be otherwise in our day : it
has been tried and found defective and une
satisfactory. e

But it may still be asked, cannot Home

Mi ssions be as successfully worked by each
Province with one Board only, exclusively
managiog and oultivating ite own field
without dny regard or care for others?
. This looks better and promises well, but
still it remains that small organisations are
in general unable to wocomplish good on &
large and comprehensive scale, or to bear
the stress and strain that coptinued labor
in a groat cause imposes, A large, well
devised organisation, combining the coun-
sels, the membership, resources and influ-
ence of our churches and Associntions in
the three Provinces, if wisely managed and
energetioally worked would, with the bless.
ing of God, accomplish incaloulable good to
us a8 & people, wod be the weans of salva-
tion to multitudes, Lhis is what we an-
cicipate and hope. It is cunceded of course
that a small organization, it well and zeal-
ously worked, will accomplish more good
in the kingdom of Christ than & lurge on
worked without ekill, energy, or spiritualis
ty. But spirit and piety beiog equal, or
nearly 80, the larger organisation will bave
large advantage in respect to its whole
wanagetoent, resources and work, over a
swall and weak one. This, we think, is so
obvious that none will dispute it. Com-
won ovbservation and common experience
are in favor of the larger and more com-
prehensive organization,

2. But still to such organization or union
a8 that now proposed another objection
may perhaps be urged with wuch oconfi-
dence, to the effeot that the Board of a large
orgauization extending over the three Prov-
inoes may, in its plans, influences, acts and
operations interfere with the independence
of thecburches. I coutess that thisobjection
has considerable weight in it, for either
with or without design of interforence,
positions may be. assumed or things done
which may conflict, or (what is almost as
bad or fatal) appear to conflict with our

polity. Yet I thiok we are in no great
danger from interference of the kind re-

ferred to.- From' the union of the three
provinoes as to Acndia College and Foreign
Missions, now existing for many years, no
invasion of church independence has arisen,
or if made, it was without success. I see
0o reason to apprehend greater danger in
the respect nawed [rom similar union in
Howe Mirsions. Perhaps my view on the
subject may differ from that held by other
brethren. 1 regard ohurch independence

a8 having its plave and uee, and as being

more be attempted ? Our resources have
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of much value and service within the limits
assigtied it; but it is capable of being mis-
understood, strained, and abused ; and it
would, in my opinion, bo a blind and false
charity, a8 well as a want of independence
of observation and judgment, to say or sup-
pose that no such abuse has oocurred among
us. Perhape on no point are we as a de-
nomination #0 sensitive or jealous as in
respect to interference with the indepen-
denoe of the churches. It is claimed that
a church is complete in itself, is competent
to do, and should do-ite own work
without assistance from other churches,
This is the theory ; and it may be correct
and well enough as such ; but we want
something more practical, smore accordant
with the actual oundition and wants of
churches as mutually related and depen-
dent; something more in vital harmony
with the iden and fact of our baptized
brotherhood and unity of faith, Churches
do need help, counsel and co-operation,
aad should not refuse or ignore them, be-
cause independence may have to abate a
little of its cxaltation. While referring
to this subject pow it is well for us to
remember that church independence is
not in iteelt piety, and is neither a. teet
or indication of . piety. Men without
piety can laud and almost idolize inde-
pendence, ' for they conceive it relieves
them from. obligation and accountubility.
And a church not remarkable for intelli-
gence, energy, benevolence and spirituality
can be very tenacious, perhaps boastful of
its independence, while yet ita epiritual
power &nd influence keep on waning, and
outside help is not sought, or declined, if
offered. Independent and self.dependent
wen do not seem far apart, if, indeed, they
are sepurate. But whatever may be sid
in support of cburch - independence, it is
well to remember that this independence

has quite a limited range, and that it is

dominated by higher, more vital or com-

prehensive truths ; as each member of a
church is intimately related to the whole,

and is bound to act s0 as to promote its

spiritual growth and prosperity, so the

liviog membership of every such ochurch is

still more intimately related to that one

body, of which Christ Jesus is the Lord and

Saviour, and is bound to get in & way con-

sistent with that great relationship, and

coneistent also with the relation and de-

pendence existing between sisters, acknow-

ledging the same dootrines, walking in the

same way, and obeying the same Lord.

— The God-given authority of the ministry
is another truth or fuct which seems with-

in its proper sphere to limit that indepen-
dence : ** Obey them,” says the Apostle,

that have the rule over you, and submit
yourselves ; for they watch for your souls

a8 they that must give nccount,” &o. (Heb.

xiil. 17).

Responsidility of both churches and min-
isters to Christ is o vastly higher truth,
and should never be lost sight of, bus
cherished and acted on daily. Spriritual-
ity, brotherly love, humility, loyalty to
Christ and his cause ere much higher
truthe, and are essential in a ohristian, a
minister, or & church ; and without these
independence is of little consequence to
either, or only ‘‘ ae sounding brass, or a
tinkling oymbal.”" It seems to me, there.
fore, that, in seeking by wmore intimate
unfon and co operativn our own spiritual
good and the evangelisation of these Pro-
vinces, we ocan very well leave ohurch in-
dependence to take care of itself, and need
not trouble ourselves or brethren much
with apprehensions from a union, the
only design of which is to do each other
all the good we can in prosgputing the
great work of Missions within these Pro-
vinoes ; and thus together serve our common
Lord and Saviour. Why should we be
afraid to trust each other in prosecuting
the tcame work for Christ? Oune more ob.
Jection will be considered in my last article
next week,

- I am, dear Brethrew,
Yours in the Gospel,
GroroE A RMSTRONG,
Sydney, C. B , June 10, 1874,

Religions  Jutelligence,

Avuesrorp, June 15, 1874.—Many of
the readers of the Messenger will rejoice
with us to hear of the continuation of the
wonderful outpouring of God's Spirit in
thie place. Surely none but praying Chrie-
tians would have believed a few months
ago, that this Spring, one bundred and
eizty-one, would have forsaken their form-
er courso, and united with God's people
hore. Truly this is a glorious day for
Aylesford,  Yesterday twenty-five more
happy converts obeyed the Saviour's com-

mand--one bowed down with the age of
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