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"A RELIGIOUS AND GENERAL 

Halifax, Nova 

Religious. 
a de" M—— 

SPRING, 

HY REV. W. i, PORTER, 

fpring comes | 1 hear her music, 

Low murmuring from the hills, 

And gushing down along the vales, 

In myriad blended rills, 

[ter light steps touch the n.ountaing, 

And roam amid the vales| 

"Her breath unseals the fountain
g, 

“And §oottien the bolsterous gies; ~~ 

Her glance beams thre ugh the curtains 

Of many a reptile’s nest, 

And lures to lite the sleepers, 

Like morn on mortals’ rest, 

fler soft hand weaves the network, 

With matchless taste and skiil, 

Which, for earth's emerald mantle, 

The summer welt shal. All, 

Her fingers wander over, 

The great harp's trembling strings, 

Til nature's full orchestra, 

In tuneful cadence sings, 

And Is itthus, from sterile, 

Frost fettered, wintry earth, 

Kuch charming sounds, and scenery, 

At spring's approach take birth 

0, what shall bé the transports, 

When ransomed Losts shall sing, 

Earth's stormy winter over, 
Hafl heaven's eternal Spring, 

eas 

A WORD FOR THE LOWLY, 

If you cannot sway the masses 

Hy your eloquence and skill, 

And with lofty thought and feeling 

Move und Toad them al your will} 
You éan tpeak & word Tn season 

To the weary and distress'd, 

And fnspire a ray of comfort 

In some lunely mourner's breast, 

If you cannot lead to battle, 

Hosts of warriors, strong und brave, 

And o'er conquered towns and cities 

Make the lag ol triumph wave 

You can conquer evil passions 

Which, at times, will rise within, 

And by earnest prayer and ctor, 

Galn the victary over sin, 

Lf you cannot rule the nation, 

Or udvance its glorlous cause, 

Aud In parlinment ard senate 

Make or modify its laws ; 

In your lowly sphere of lubour, 

Living as tor God alone, 

‘Ou can be as truly happy, 

As the Kling upon Lis throne, 7. 

If you cannot feed the thousands, 

“As the Master did of old 

Or 10 needy friends and neighbours 

Give your sliver ar your gold j 

You can tell of One*whose mercy 

Never falls fn time of nead 

And by kindly words and aetlons 
You muy proves friend indeed, 

Lf you cannot boast uf treasures, 
Large estates or rolling woalih, 

You, pathups, can biess your Maker 
For the greater hoon of health ; 

You, through grace, can elaim a mansion 

In yon Clty out of sight, 

And, on promised strength depending, 

You can always do the right. 

~ lye, Suffolk, 4. B. 

« THE END OF LIFE, 

We shall come down to the time 
when we have but ten days left, then 
nine days, then eight days, then seven 
days, dod six days, five days, four 

days, three days, two days, one day. 
Then hours,—three hours, two hours, 
one hour, Theb only minutes left,— 
five minutes, four minutes, three min- 
utes, two minutes, one minute, Then 
only seconds lelt,~four seconds, three 
seconds, two seconds, one second! 
lone ! The chapter of life ended! 
The book closed! The pulses at rest! 
The feet through with the journey! 
I'he hands closed from all work! No 
word on the lip. No breath in the 
nostril, Hair Combed, to lie undis- 
hoveled by avy huwan hands, The 
muscles still. The nerves still, All 
still, 
to the breast and hear no sound, You 
might put a speaking trumpet to the 
oar, but you could not breuk the deaf. 
ness. No motion. No throb. No 

pp) 

BAPTIST ANNIVERSARIES IN 
LONDON. 

April and May are the season for the 
great religious festivals in the English 
metropolis. The various denomina. 
tions, by common consent, hold their 
goneral ussemblies at this time, and it 

| becomes a most convenient arrange. 
ment, enabling the ministers and breth. 
Ton “to ome TFam ath pares of the 
country and participate, and visit each 
others anniversaries, this arrangement 

a 

Scotia, Wednesday, 

FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 
w 
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Ttmight be interesting to many of out 
readers to have a photograph of the 
man elected to preside over this great 
denominational orgnnigation, The 
editor of the Loudon Baptist draws 
the following pen. picture of 
MR: STOVEL AND HIS EARLY SUR. 

ROUNDINGS, 

“ Mr. Stovel was born in 1799, in 
Southwark, London, and is now, there. 
fore, in his seventy.sixth year, Ho 
spent his youth in trade, wo having 

he was induced to turn his thoughts to 
‘the ministry, and after odretul and 
conscientious home study, he entered 

ovineed rare powers of mind ard hensts 

J complimentary words Dre. Underhill 

You might put the stethoscope. 

thus facilitates fraternal intercourse, 
promotes fraternal feelings and helps 
ench others joy. 
The appointments in the old Jewish 

economy: for all going up to Jerusalem 
for the obsorvance of the three great 
festivals scems remarkably adapted to 
promote needed stimulus for religious 
organization, Under the christian dis. 
pensation the samo principle has its 
developement in the annual gatherings 
at the great centres in the different 
countries of Christendom, 

These Muy meetings were origin. 
ally . in connection with the more 
modern Foreign Missionary Societies, 
but now embrace other objects of wu 
kindred character, [The Baptist For 
eign Missionary Society being the ear. 
liest formed it is conceded to that bod 
to lead in the holding of their os 
vorsarics; We have pretty full re. 
ports of the speeches in our Knglish 
exchanges, The Freeman shys 1 — 

The Buptist Union began its session 
with a long continued and very earn. 
ost devotional service, — Wo have 
never before seen so large an assem. 
bly to hear the chairman's inaugural 
sess, The gallery wus crowded, — 
Ministers and delegates were there in 
considerable numbers, and the meet. 

ing was most enthusiustio throughout, 
In a few happily chosen and gracefully 

introduced the Rev, Charles Stovel to 

the session, aud the ringing cheers of 
the brotherhood were so many hearty 
welcomes to the chairman, Mr, Stovel 

was much affected by the reception, 
It almost unmanned him, and the trem- 
alone emotion it excited bmparted a 
characteristic tone and manner to the 

reading of the uddress, No reader 
ean fully apprecinte this year's inaugu- 
ral, Tt was like the man, 10 be seen 
ns well as heard to be understood. 

The intense interest of the spenker in 

his theme, his impassioned delivery, 
the nervous energy with which - he 
spoke, aud the flashes of oratorical 
genius whieh so frequently, notwith- 
standing the reading, lighted up and 
fired the more remarkable passages 
cannot bo reported, The address 

should not be compured with any other 
that has been delivered from the chair 
of the Baptist Union, It is ns its 

author, altogether unique. We donot 
onre to criticise it, As the Rev, B. 
Green remarked, there sre passages 

which eballenge contradiction, and, now 
nnd then, statements and arguments 
looked in the direction of consequences 
and conclusions to which not a few 
Baptists demur, But the theme-—u 
loyal neeeptance of the authority of 
Christ the one bound of union among 
Ohristinns—is so lofty and apt the 
spirit of loving yet unfaltering fidelity 
to the Muster which was breathed and 
expressed - in‘ almost every sentence ; 
and the happy combination of indi 
vidual faitltulness to the Lord with the 
love of the brethren, which is one of the 
excollencies of Mr. Btovel's * word of 
exhortation,” so commend this. year's 
inaugural to our heart and conscience 
that, without reserve, wo ask for it a 
careful and devout study, * What Is 
the chaff to the wheat’ He who will 
may discover chaff, aud we wish him 
joy in the discovery—we prefer to 
gather the -wheatAnd store it, and of 
good, ripe grain there is plenty in the 
address before us, 

Amongst the strangers present wero 
the Revs, Dr. Olmstead, editor of the 
Watchman and Reflector, of Boston, 
U. 8., and Dr, Cote, of the American 

observers by his own sturdy individuals 

—by the advice and assistance of his 
pastor, Mr. Dawson, of Staives, Mid. 
dlesex=Stepney College, . and went 
through the prescribed course of 
training, A olever essayist hus di. 
vided mankind into pokers and willow. 
wands; and if the classifiontion be ad. 
mitted, there can never have boon any 
doubt in the mind of wven the most 
vacillating as to which eategory would 
include tho name of the Rov. Charles 
Stove,  Ifor men without any mors 
backbone, he has ever evinced an un. 
disguised contempt, and the ** rugged 
and the ** gnarled” were perhaps not 
more ofton mot with in his pulpit vo. 
enbulary than suggested to mere casual 

ity, On leaving Stepney College in 
18206, Mr, Stovel settled at Swanwick, 
Derbyshire, whenve he removed to 
Prescot-street, Goodman's Fields, on. 
tering. upon his stated ministry there 
on April 1, 1833, 
far removed from these degenerate 
duys of twenty minutes’ sermons, and 
the-—gifted and ardent—prencher was 
certninly not one who was ever given 
to stint in this direction, He gave his 
hoarers full measure, plied up, some. 
times running over, and we have a 
very lively romombrance of being 
stowed away, as was the oustom then 
with Sunday scholatsy in the queer, 
old straight-backed pows-of the gallery, 
amd trying to kgep awake an bist we 
might, until “hot untrequently haps 
poned, the rattle of the passing train 
told us that the quarter to one o'clock 
was passed, and the end could not be 
fur off, We ean recall; too, something 
of the mental noguish experienced on 
one occasion when, on waking in a dim 
corner into which we must have aooi- 
dentally slided, wo found pronchor and 
people alike gone; wad the old chapel 
looking more grim in its solemn, 
monncing loneliness, than we had ever 
known it before. Happily, our cries 
brought to the rescue the good old 
saint, long since gathered to her rest, 
who wo for yours had named the 
' Blaek. satin Lady,” from the stately 
rustle of her imperishable dross, 
There are but comparatively fow dis 
rectly connected with the church now 
who communed with it then : death has 
claimed many; others sought homes 
in distant lands, and they or their fami. 
lies are vow known as the aotive and 
useful members in the Baptist churches 
of the various colonies and the Now 
Worldt Looking round the assembly 
on Monday, we could notice many fucus 
hounourably known to the denomination, 
who received their oarliest religious 
training at the feet of the ** old man 
cloguent,” 

At on meeting of his church, a few 
yours since, Me, Stovel gave some in. 
teresting particulars of his early lito 
and struggles, It pleased God," he 
said, ** ut un early period of my union 
with th ebureh to give me u sort of iu. 
spiration, © had heard of the wmutin. 
cers of the Bounty, aud of their occu. 
pation of the little island of iteairn 
and © thought, bqy like, that 1 could 
tell theso thirty or forty people of that 
Jesus whom | loved, and I wished my 
pastor to join aud send me there, Ho 
said, * No, we cannot spare you for 
that’ ; and I was sorry, 1 was, by my 
pastor's advice and introduction, led to 
the Baptist Missionary Society, and 
offered myse'f for service thore,” Mr, 
Stovel, like others who have wsinoe 
risen into note, was rejected ; but it 
was not long before the way was open. 
ed for him to enter Stepney College, 

life. Bull! Bill | =Zalmage. Mission in Rome, 

Those times were | 

Mr. Stovel kept his pen as busy as 
his voice =his ** Lotters on Christian 
Baptism,” ** Hints on the Regulation 
of Christian Chui ches," ** Lectures on 
Puseyism,” and on ** Christian Diss 
ciploship,” with his ** Baptismal Re. | 
a the rejoinder to Dn 
Halley's addresses, being amongst his 
principal writings.” 
We should be pleased to give the 

[nnugueal Address in fully but must 
content ourselves with an extended 
yan E  Dheashjoer of timt vaduable: 
document, ** €hristian Union,” wax pro: 
bably suggested by Mr, Stovel being 
prosent and participating in the session 
of the Bvingelioa Allianas held in 
Now York last year, No subject could 
bo better adapted to commence a ses. 
sion of the Baptist Union than that of 
Christian Union, Ho began his 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

by snying te 

“~Unton, when organised in obedience 
to God, procures inerease of power in 
all that He ordains, Assurance of t 
induced the labour and encouraged 
hopes of brethren in this society 
ita beginning, They entered upon the 
work as lourners and servants of the 
Ohreist whom God ordained ; and exe 

“perience not very limited now has led 
them to desiré no more honourable or 

advantageous designation amongst the 
featernition of mankind, The respon: 

sibilities thus accepted in this Union 
muko its members thankful for sime 
plioity in its constitution,  Lewroers 
and servants under Divine authority 
enjoy imwonso advantages over al 
who presume to legislate for thom. 
solves, . Chiist, when embeased as su. 
nome, will make stability combine 
with progress and the unfolding of 
eternal trath, Men who profess por. 
fection in knowledge with infallitality 
of judgwoent, while guarding their 

creeds by limitations of their own cons 

triving, prepare for themselves pers 
plexity, Loarners at the fee of Jusus 
are assured of His direction in pres. 
ont duty; clearer revelations ot Ilia 
mind bring only joy to thew ; and when 

operations in His kingdom extend and 
complioate boyoud their thought, they 

nn 5 earnest and percoful notwithe 
standing, becausy if ean never be 
mistaken, nor witldgold from thew His 
guidance and support, (Hoar) 

Obedionee to Chast the only true 

basin of tenton —{Thore privoiplos, 
when properly revered, confront aud 
reprove  uncharvitable — imputations, 
Careful obedience has provoked the 
charge of seotarian oxelusivenoss 3 but 

this telal should only induce more care. 

ful wirdom and watehtfuluess,  Paithe 
fulness in a steward is not really a dis. 
grace § it intensifies his union to the 

faithful Lord, Faithiuluess, moreover, 
is not perfoot without love ; but loving 

faithfulness is cheored in Christ with 
blissful hope ; its conflioty if severe — 
which it may be=is destined to res 
cover the truth which men have been 
permitted to abuse, Not one religious 
soot exists which doos not live by join. 
ing its favourite dogma to revelations 

which God has given for fur nobler 

use, These partinl submissions to por 
tious of the truth, indicate not obscure: 
ly by their results the righteous olaim 
of Jesus to unlimited command, The 
Cheist of God must rule wherever God 
Hlimsolt maintaios His theone, Moral 
power, even to oatholivity, and to more 
than so-oulled oatholios appear to have 

imagined, righteously belongs to our 
Redeemer, not in theory alone, but in 
experimental roulisntion and Judieial 

effoot,  I'hose who do His will com. 
pletely and exolusively are, indeed, the 
only real catholios thut oxisty When 
Christ oidiing’ His bishops Wd thor 
disaipline Kpisoopuey wil emorgd 
from the corrupting vant wick has 8b 
long disgraced that ancient ordinance, 

have froedod 

hound was, % ’ 

On commencing his London ministry 

consvuon ces han 

Our basis authorised and difined. = 
Brethren, this rule of our fellowship is 
not unauthorised, God, who withheld 
not His own Son, delivering Him up 

SE SER EE 

eall to follow Jesus eame from heaven, 
and heaven only knows as yet what 

on the obedience 
which it claims. ‘That call may lead to 
humiliation, such as He embraced; to 
sufferings like those whieh He endured; 
to shame which He despised ; and even 
tr death, which He ocounguered-—such 
possibilities of service may also ereatd 
alarm in mortals 3 bat the order, ** Fols 
low Me,” supported by the command. 
went, * Hear ye Him," retains its force 

man to oneness with his Lord 3 it draws 
forth pure and self-devoting love; it 
points though sufferings to a joy that 
charmed the Saviour—-a joy which 
fixed His purpose, unveiled His wisdom, 
sustained His constancy, and Teaves for 
obedient sinners now the blessedness 
of His great redemption, Our Union, 
therefore. is based on nothing frivolous 
—=tho faith which flads these treasures 
in the Christ appoars, first, in the ad. 
mission of His trathfuloess ; it then 
advances to a personal trust in His 
suflicionoy § this grows to obedivuoe and 

captured by the love which God ree 
voals in Christ, . 

Christian. Union and the New York 
Conference,~='To declare the fact, the 
nature, and the value of Christian 
uniotr, tormed the object of a cuunfors 
ence held but vecontly by witnesses 
from many lands, No tormer conven 
tion of the Evangelical Alliance will 
bear comparison with that of Now York 
in 1873, This Baptist Union had no 
official reprosentatation in that confers 

once, as far ws I know § bat its aim and 
terests wore promoted there beyond 
all expectation, ‘I'he moral power to 
be obtuined by only an advance tos 
wards Christian union, was forcibly il. 
lustrated ; the simplicity of the re. 
quirements and the value of its results 
were placed beyond dispute, The 
principles on which this Union has 
acted, from its beginning, have thus 

gained a sauotion where it was lonst 
expected, and, furtherance, fyom those 

who soarcely yet desire the reputation 
which is. justly, due to their performs 
ance. Mom wellsseleeted positions, 

the enomies of our Gospel, aud of the 
faith by whioh it is received, wore met, 
and rolled upon each other in happy 
proparation for a general © dofoat, 
(Laughtor.)  Baptiged believers are, 

brance of the service done for them in 

the Conforence of New York, The 
efforts thore made to explain the basis 
of Chedstian wnion led to a result 
which cannot bo to highly valued. 
The ploadings of brethren there show 
the universal value of the truths we 
hold in trast, on which our union 

stands, and on which its memborsdook, 
with patience, for the reward of faiths 

fuluess, Our advooutes in the vouters 
once advanced still nearer to the truth 
on which we live, Wao pretend not 

to erento unity 3 certuinly not by artis 

floinl ligatures, but to testily to that 
which oxists already God is one ; the 
Redemption of Josus Christ is one § the 
body of Christ is one," 
he wnity of faith and life, 1s o 

plear advance on unity resting upon 
dogmas and creeds of wiy kind, Tt is 

not an effect of ritaalistio formalities, 

It is tho notion of wsoul drawn forth 

towards God by that which God res 

veals, 
10 bo owned of God in the dominion 

of His hove is a gilt which comes from 

God alone; bot witnesses to that 

sovercign work of grace must be cons 
fossed before their testimony is ndmissis 
ble, - 1'Fe men who would vot own 

their faith in ancient time had, there. 

fore, no commendation from the Lord. 

heir fultering in the open and social 
aot « f fabth was fatal to its fellowship 
wi to ite testimony itis walking io the 

Churches i which "Ha prasides will : light, as God is in the light, that saints 
without licentiousutss, | have 

aud order without tyranny. 1lis nx | 
EEA PR Me 154 

fallowship with each other 

Hear, hour ) Why the advooates in 
| Now York should stagger at this point 
could hot be ascertaiged. They prove 
that fuith_ is indispensable; for com. 
munion without confidence is a sham, 
if nothing worse, Why this should be 

for us all; said, ** Hear yo lim," The maintained with reference to God, and 

sith ifs baat eadesrmrat it oid theo 
soul which it -subjugates | it-hs the 

admiration, ~The whole wan is there 

eapecially; bound to grateful remem - 
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