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state briefly the origin of the discussion. 

Several of those who had toxmed part of 

Mr. Stamer’s congregation, attended baptist 

meetings ; come of them, 10 consequence, 

sought the Saviour and found bim, to the 

joy of their souls. Finding their mictake 

with regard to Christian bapticm, they 

were ** Buried with Christ by baptism,” 

thus denouncing the sprinkling ordinance 

administered in their baby-bood. Mr. 8 

then began to bestir himeelf by increasing 

the usual pumber of services i the churches. 

going from house to house to indoctrinate 

his people. At those extra scivices the 

Rev gentleman expressed Lis willingness 

to meet anyone at any place to discuss the 

subject of Infant Baptism. His beastful 

challenge he uttered in the unknown pres- 

ence of a Baytist, by whom it was noted ; 

and an acceptance of it by Rev. W. E. 

fw was presented to him ‘within the walls 

of his own sanctuary, in the presence of a 

large number of witnesses—to which he 

acceded. Mr. Stamer on the following day 

notified Mr. H. that he would meet Lim on 

Jated—ove of which was the claiming of 

the * first bour to expresp his views on In. 
fant Baptism and its mode,” Mr. fl. con. 

ceded to Mr. S. bis demand, A large and 

attentive audicnce assembled, and wus 

called to order by J. E. Statlord, Eeqr, 

chosen as chairman, at 2 o'clock, P. M., 

on the day eppointed, when Mr. S. de- 

livered bis views on the suljict named. 

The following is the order of bis remarks 

epitomized: ¢ Infant Baptism,’ he said, * is 

not forbidden in the BiLle'—and he de- 

manded proof that is from Lis opponent, 

* The ordinance had its origin in the Abra- 

hamic dispencation—it grew out of circum- 

casion which was peyer revoked.” * Thus 

the Mosaic was merged into the christian 

dispensation.” * The language of our Sa- 

viour in the Great Commission, ** Make 

disciples of a/l nations,” Le considered must 

Le understood to embrace the infants. As 

circum zision when the child was cight days 

old was the door iuto the Jewish Chureh, so 

lofant baptism 1s the door into the Christian 

church, Jesus’language io the[l8ih chapter 

of Luke, ** Suffer little children to come unto 

me,” etc., means that they are to be taken 

into His church, ** And be took them up 

iuto bis arms,” ete., Mark x. 16—*'a divine 

sanction of the ordinance.” The language 

in 1 Cor. vii. 14, quoted as a proof that 

‘ children are fit: subjects for baptism,’ 

¢¢ Clitldren obey your parents in the Lord” 

ete,, Eph. vic 1 + is an absurd command it] 

they are wot to be initiated into the church 

in their earlier days by baptism,” *‘The un- | 

interrupted practice of this ordinance {rou 

the days of the Apostles is a fact not to be 

trifled with,” lle Mr. 8. stoud * before the 

audience a representative ol the whole ehris- 

tian worid.” * How much saler for them to 
vast in their lot with the many rather than 
to be led away by a ** mere fragment.” * lf 
the few ure right, then God is the Author 

of Bin in allowing His unvumbered millions 

to go unbuptized ! * The promise is to 
you and your children” ete... Actsiir42— 

Le conversions of the bouseho'ds of Lydia 

upon, aud held up us unwistakable evi- 
dences that infants are to be baptized. 
Relerence was made more than once to 1 
Cor. x. 1. ** All taytized unto Mores'" ete, | 
ridiculing the idea that the leraelites left | 

their babies behind them to be destroyed | 

by the Egyptians, Mr. 5. did adwit that 
there was one instance of immersion found 

in the Libte, ** Phbarcab and Lis hosts, the 

eremies to God's people were .immerssd 

and destroyed. both soul and body.” Mark 

the inference ! 

4, Buried with Christ,” ete., be inter 

preted as having reference to * that part of 

tbe burial ceremony where the earth ie 

eprivkled upon the coffin,’ Isa. lii. 25, and 

Ez. xxgvi, 25 were favorite passages of the 
speaker, 

The well known ability of Rev. W. E. | 
Hall, renders it unnecessary to occupy #pace 
in describing the wasterly waovper in which 

be, with the **Sword of Truth,” demolished 

the positions taken by Mr. Stamer, and 

convinced every unprejudiced listener that 
none but believers are fit subjects for chris 

tian baptism, and no mode is scriptural 

except immersion, 
Mr. Stamer, probably fecling thie, invited 

Mr. Hall to meet him at Hubbards Cove 
io a certain building, whieh he named, to 
renew the combat, which invitation was ac- 

cepted and the following day was agreed 
upon. Accordingly on Thursday the 9th 
inst. large number assembled at the place pro- 
posed by the challenging party only to learn 
that no effort bad been made to secure the 
house named for the repewal of the discus: 
sion, To satisfy & manifest spirit of in- 
quiry, Mr, Hall anuovoced there to the as- 

| 

| 

| 
| 

| 
snd of the Juilor at Phillipi were all dwelt | 

| 

Tbe language in Rom. vi. | 

- ones —. 

sembled hoets that he would preach the 

pest Sabbath morning (ow Mate. xxi; 25 

and in the afternoon would examive the 

claims of Baptismal Regencration. We 

are pleased to rdd that the rceent discussion 

of the sulject of Baptiem hos aheady been, 

and ie still likely to be productive of good 

results. *The Book of Common Prayer 

has already been discarded by rome, and is 

no longer regarded as of Divine authority. 

‘Many have discovered that Episcopal au. 

thority is not necessarily Bible authority, 

and have resolved to regulate their future 

lives accordingly. Tre words of one of 

the most intelligent churchmen in the place 

are ** The Bu¥¥iets ought to be proud of 

Mr. Hall.” Weil, I believe they are and 

prouder still ov! the Bible, 
Anans Vero. 

Ingram River, April 18th. 
me -— 

For the Christian Messenger, 

A VISIT TO CHURCHES IN 
KINGS AND ANNAPOLIS 

COUNTIES. 

Dear Editor; = 2 td ALA gs C2 SCE PTR ES tN TORE SEER RS 

I am inclined to give you a few thoughts, |. 
gained by a visit to sowe of the churches 

go ~ “wonderfully blessed “with revivals, 
Great was my joy in witnessing the work 

of the Lord in the 2ud Cornwallis church, 

God bas blessed this people wonderfully iu 
the bestowwent of converting grace during 

the Jast eighteen years. lo I850 the Rev. 

John Chase united with the late venerate! 

William Chipman, and God honoured thew 

in gathering into the church G7 souls "by 

baptiem. lo the summer of 1857 it wae my 
privilege to co operate with. Father Chip- 
wean as a miscionary-student from the Col- 

lege. This led to pastoral association and 

joiot-labour with Father Chipwan which 

was suspended for nine months in 1800 and 
Gl. lo that time Gud gave to the church 

143 menbers by buptiem. During my 

leave of abrence brother Goucler joined 

hands with brother Chipman, and 13 more. 

gouls came into the chuich through burial 

with Christ in baptism. Valuable help 
was rendered Ly Bro. Robert 8. Morton 
during this time. My Jabour with brother: 

Chipman was rceumed in the spring of 

1861 and terminated by his death in 18065. 

God bLonoured our united labours in thie 
pericd by bringivg into the bosom of the 

church 70 rejoicing o nverts, Before elos- 

ing my pactorate with the church in 1807, 
24 other precivus souls came gladly into 

the church ty believers’ baptiem.;, Then 

cowes the five yeurs of arduous pestoral 

lmbour by brother Read, in which time 
God honoured him in leading into the 

church 55 wore happy [converts through 

And etill they 
cue to to the church. Brother Wallnee, 

in afew wecke, hus led, if | mistake not, 118 

souls into the baptismal waters, 

the same, divine aidinunee. 

In these 
18 years the church Lae been increased by 
baptism (490) four hundred and ninety. 

1his is the period of my personal aequain- 
tauce with this church, Brother Wallace 

found the church calling on God, perhaps 

as it had nover dove betore, {Or a blessing, 

He lilied up bis heart aud voice in faith 
and esrnestness, and * the bleseing cime. 

Said a sister to we, “My prayer through the 
winter was, * Ariee O Lord and plead thine 

"A brother, past middle life, 

remarked to me, ** 1 never knew before 

what it was to feel upon my bears so much 
of care f r the chureh.” 

Io the absence of brother Wallace | 
united with brother MacDonald in con. 

ducting a conference mecting, at Berwick, 

at which 172 spoke of the love of Christ, 

sud four were received for baptism. One 

of thuse who spoke-weas dear brother Sand. 

ford ja deaf-mute. The tongue waseilent,but 
the enimming eyes and the radiant coun- 

tenance were el quent; bis fingered words 
were interpreted ; but it was hardly neces- 

tary, for the silent language of heaven, ut- 
tered by bis inimitable gestures and by an 

honest face, that never fails to express the 
real sentiments of the heart, was plain to 

all who saw him, God be thanked for the 
Institutions for the deaf and dumb. Before 
this good brother entered one of them he 

knew not that there was a God, and won- 

dered why the dead horee was given to the 
beasts of the field, and a dead man so care- 

fully buried. What bath God wrought? 

May God bless this church, and all the 

churches. 

I enjoyed a ‘day in the field where Dr, 
Tupper and Bro. Vidito are gathering 
sheaves. The united labours of these two 

veterans bave resulted already in leading 
63 into the church, The ardour of youth 
is still upon both of the servants of God. 
The work is wonderful and glorious in this 
place. The attention to divine things is 
unusual, 1 saw no careless ones, Old ana 
young scemed all alike thoughtful, 

: 
own cause,’ 

At Bridgetown, the brethren are looking 
to God for wu pastor to take the place cof 
brother Armstrong with whom they parted 
reluctantly and with great grief. 1t is not 
common for more vivlence to be dove to 
the heart—connexion than was felt by the 
Bridgetown church, and our brother wutu- 

ally when the separation netually took place, 

Ope dear friend, Mr. Willett Marshall 

who felt the Joss much, fell under a sudden 

stroke of apoplexy, und had not time to 

say Farewell. A brothe’s wife, Murs, 
Wiltiam Marshall, who visited the widow 

to condole with her, and comfort her, wax 
suddenly laid on her sick bed under the rool 

| of the widow whose heurFehovame to cheer; 

and in a few daye after burying her hus. 

bund, the widow had the painful duty of 
closing the eyes of her comforter. The 
late pastor is much missed in these scenes 

of death ; and it will wove his heart much 

to hear #& in his new field. From thes 
departed one I have received uninterrupted 

kindness for twenty one years. The 
mourners mourn with hope—a Rope #0 

much diving may trials well endure, Mr, 
Wm, Marshall bad Jong been a worthy and 

honoured member ot the Bridgetown 

church. In these three fields to which | 
have referred, I have w peculiar interest, 
Where Dr. Tupper now is, I was buried 
with Christ in boptism, twenty-five years 
ago by the late Rev. J, Purk Twenty 

“years ugo, I was taken by the hand by bro: 
ther Armstrong, and led into one ol hie 

pulpits to preach my first sermon. God 

bless him, Ie gave warm sympathy .and 
good advice to the young mun, = About 16 
years ago the hands of ordination: were laid 

upon my head at Berwick, May God bless 

those churches, j 
A few drops of converting grace full up 

on. Granville Street Church year by year. 
Six bave put on Christ by baptism this 

year : and we “are looking for larger bes- 

towments of blessing. Brother Wallace 
stands pledged to labour with us for a 

time. We trust he way soon gee his way 
open to fulfil bis promise; and may the 
Lord come with him. 

On the first Sabbath in May we expect to 
ordain deacons, lately ehosen to that office, 
Dr. Cramp is engaged to be with us and 
assist in the services, | 

~Truly yours, ° 
E.-M. 8S, 

Religions Yntelligence. 

Revivar oN SrroNacn MOUNTAIN, AND 
Prince ALBERT STREET.=* In due scason 

we shall reap, if we Inint not." Lhis hes 

been remarkubly verified in the present 

cee, Vital religion had been in a low 
state on Stronach Mountain for a length Cd 

time, Attempts had been wade to hold 
several series of meetings there; bat, 
whily some benelits cvidently resulted, 
storms, impassable roads, &c., recwed to 

prévent gp cial success, : 

eA revival; however, appeared so mani 
festly needlul that Bro. J. A. More, who 

spends a portion of the time there, and | 
determined to put forth an earnest lore, 

in dependence on the Divine blessing, for 

the attainment of this important object® A 
series of meetings was therfore commenced 

on the Oth day of March: For some days 
the prospect scemed unpropitious, After 
fulfilling my appointments on the plains 
the next Sabbath after, though there were 

extra meetings held which I could much 
more conveniently attend, yet, as Bro 

Moore had been iH, and our brethren on 

Stronach Mountain especially needed as. 
sisance, 1 returned thither, Ere long 
the prospect began to brighten Alter re- 
maining three Jays, being indisposed, it 
became needful for me to return home, It 

was, however, consoling “to me to know 

that Bro, M. was able to Jabor, and that 
he had fur more help from mewbers of the 
church than formerly, ; 

On Lord's day, March 22nd, habaptized 

one pereon, on the 20th, five, and April 

ih, fifteen, together 21. 

After uesisting in various other places 
nearer wy home, I returned to Stronach, 

Mountain, March 28th, and spent the Sab- 

bath forenoon there, and the next Tues 

day. 1t was truly cheering to find the 
work progressing. 

Bro. M. and I, according to agreement, 
commenced epecial services at Prince 
Albert Street on Monday, March 30th. 
The field scemed white, ready to harvest 
At the close of the first meeting, five arose 
to request special prayer to be offered, for 
them ; and at the close of the second about 
15. A deep sense of eternal things appear- 
ed evidently to pervade the assemblies, 

In the first instance of baptism at 
Prince Albert street two went forward in 

> 
ing a pravivus vutpouring ul. thec daly 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSEN GLR. 
Be i CA AO A SO A AT, AB 8 JUN S— 

thut ordinance ; and on Lord's day past, 
April 10th, sixteen, 
7 ¥4 5 5, y 2 "uy w y Ir a | Ans y 

Besides the thirty-nine thus added in thse 
two sections of the Upper Wilmot Chureh, 

there are others received for baptism in each; 
and more are cxpected to come forward 

soon. ** Bless the Lord, O my soul 1" 
On the Sabbath past, April 19h, Bro, 

Vidito baptized nineteen more in Tremont, 
These make the number sixty<three thus 

recently added to the Baptist Chuveh of 
Lower Aylesford and South Wilmot, 

I trust you will soon have u cheering no- 
tice of the advancement of the cause in 
Melvern, 
May this gracious.work advance and ex. 

tend its salutary influence far and wide ; 
and all who profess faith, be ** faithful 

unto death !” 
OC. Turrkr, 

Aylesford, April 21, 1874. : 

—— Wy N———— 

Briveewarse, April 20, 1874, Dear 
Bro.~~We rjoice at the good tidings 
brought to us weekly in the Messenger. 
Gud bus not forgotten uy, We are enjoy: 

Spieit at Pleasantville, about six miles (rom 
Bridgewater, Muny areconverted,  Num- 

bers wore are enquiring, and sowe have als 
ready followed their Lord in baptism, 
Suturday afternoon last, the largest confer 
ence ever held in Lallave wes, eighty-five 

persons testified of Jesus, lourteen of them 

for the first time, live were received for 
baptism and yesterduy in the presence of 

upwards of 1000 persons followed their 
Lord in that -ordinnnee,  Tae*work is but 

just begun, Pray fur us, “a 
8S. Marcu, 

P. 8.—One restored making six who 
received the night-hand of fellowship, 
Also, ut our Conlerence meeting here on 
the first Daturday in this wonth one wus 
restored, wud wo received by leuter, : 

NS. M. 
a —- TN 

Kenrvitie. =The Baptist eburch here is 
still making, progress. Oa Lord's Diy, 

19th inst , Rev, Jus, Parker, now their set: 

ted pastor, baptized two on a profession ol 

| faith in Christ, and four other persons were 

received by letters of dismissivn from other 

chyprches, The chuieh was organized on 

the Srd of March with tweuty-lour mem. 
bers, It now numbers fifty-eight.  Valu- 

able accessions have been made by parties 
who have rewoved into the town from 

other places, 
The Sabbath Sehool, too, is doing an 

excellent work, May a rich blessing rest 

on ull connected with this hill of Zion, 
BE Bh dh a 

Brantrorn, ONTaARI0, April 13h, 1874, 
— Dear Bro. Seldin,—1 need not ray how 
cheering to our hearts, are the gracious 

revival tidings, 

The Lord hus been very good to us in this 
land wherein we have been strangers, = 

During the 6 months we have been here, | 
have had the happiness ol baptizing 42, 

and receiving 19 wore, into the churgh, by 

experience and letter, 
One of the last buyptized was our eldest 

daughter, aged 10 years the same nge at 

which I also was baptized by the late Father 
Wm. Chipman, Memorable season that— 
and to be held by many in grateful, aod 
everlasting remembrance, 

Rev. A. McDonald of the Manatoba 

Mission, is to lecture in Brantford this 

coming Friday evening, [is «il'rts are 
being very encourngingly successful, 
The backwardness of the Spring is prov. 

ing injurious to the Winter wheat erop, | 
will try and sharpen up my corresponding 
pen; and io the wean tiwe, 

Believe we, 
As ever yours, 

W. HP 

GreenrieLp, ANNaroLis Co , April 16th, 

w Dear Brother Selden, Since | last wrote 

I baptized one at Middlefield, and seven at 

Greenfield, one restored, and the Lord ww 

still calling others, I have just returned 
from Chelsea, were | epend part of my 
time. There we enjiyed a glorious outs 

pouring of God's Spirit. Whole con re. 
gations bowed under a sense of God's 
presence. Between twenty and thirty 
have confessed their love to Christ, and 

many more are deeply impressed ‘with a 
sense of their lost condition, Our great 
trouble is to get a suitable place to hold 
meetings in, they have no Meeting. house. 
The fields all around are white for the bar 
vest, Yours, do, 

H. Acuuuxs, 

Beaver Rives, —Rev. J. H. Saunders 
writes, April 20th: + We are enjoying a 
season of refreshing in one section of the 
Beaver River Church, We have received 
thirteen members by baptism, and are hop. 
ing that the good work will extend," 

Ta me WO ww SP PE 

Cremenrsrorr, April 24th, 1874. Dear 
Brother,—1'he Clements Chureli rejoices 
in an ingathering, commenced af the Gogg 
[sland seetion, = We baptized seven to-day, 
Many more profess to be dend to sin, dead 
to the world, and dead to the penalty of 
the law, and are waiting to xymbolizo these 
facts by being “buried with Qlirist ig 
baptism.” There is a great movemeny 
amongst the young people. To God bea) 
the glory. Yours very truly, 

J. M. Panken, 
A a vn AE - 

Ping Grove, Winer, ap NICTAUR, 

Brother Page informs us, April 23pd; 
'* The work of grace is +till progressing ay 
Pine Grove, Brother McLean is laboring 
there, and quite mn number have been re. 
ceived for baptiem, Bro, Blakeney has 
already baptised 50 in connexion with the 
Nictaux Church, und a goodly number eg. 
pect to be baptized un the first Sabbath ig 

Muy. 
¢ ea 9 - 

New Annaxy =A letter from Mr. D, 
Whitman, informs us that twenty nine 
persons hve alrendy been baptized and 

a number more wwait the ordinance, 
influence of the revival is extending. 

The 

ea. wo EL LN ¢ 

Urrkr Aviesronn.— Rev, J. 1. Read 
baptized twenty ono believers in the Lord 
Jesus, on the 1th inst, 

LEE EE 

ArricaNn  Barrisro= The Rev. James 
I'homns baptiged 10 persons ut Afrieville 
neat the 'I'nree mile House, on Sunday 
last. A large number of persons were 
present, 

«ae 

Gasperkavx, April 25th, Dear Bro. 
Selden, We are still enjoying the revival 
influence, Last Sabbath | had the privis 
lege of baptizing 10 huppy believers, wak- 
ing dn all 151 thar | have baptized since the 

baptism, ** The Lord hath dune 
things for us ; whereof wo ave glad,” 

Yaurs very truly, 
Ii. O, Reap, 

meus 

New Minas. Rev, James Parker hap- 
tized six-persons into the fellowship of the 
Third Horton Church on Lord's Day the 

grou 

Berwick ann Caynrinar, CorNwaLLS, 
Monday, April 27, 74 = Dear Brother, 
~The work of God still advances gragions. 
ly in Berwick und the surrounding country, 
Yesterday, notwithstanding the inclemenecy 
of the weather seventeen courageous and 
happy converts were baptised into” the fel. 
lowship of the 2ad Cornwallis Baptist 

Cambridge. Six others are received for 
baptism, and many more Lave their faces 
Zionward, During this warvellous revival 
one hundred and thirty-five have heen 
added by baptism, and ten hy etter and 
experivnoe, and this number will likely be 
considerably enlarged during coming 
weeks, The brethren and sisters are ors 
ganiaing for work and are nobly girding 
themselves 
bilities, 
‘Much sympathy is felt for our dear bro. 

ther McDonald in his thee p aflliction. He 
spent u week in this field during my ab. 
sence in Yarmouth, and by his fuithlul In- 
arp nnd T—— Fpivit endeared him. 
sell to the people. Lhe return ja gre 
desired, a ; froatly 

I wish my papers end correspondence 
sent to Wollville, 

Yours in the work, 
Isa. WarLLacs, 

Rev Groror PF, Mines writes from Ame 
herst— Dear Messenger Last Lord's day 
in the presence of w largo congregation | 
baptised five bolievers into the tellowshi 
of the Baptist Church, at Pune DeBus, 
N. B. Many apyrear. anxious ahout their 
salvation, and 1 trust a goodly number 
have obtained hdpe of eternal Hle. Others 
ure reccived for baptism,  Rejoloowith ue, 

April 24th, 1874. 

P, 8 ~ Many young people in this 
village ave rejoicing our hearts hy their ex. 
hortation in the House of God, Truly it is 
a time of God's power, G. FM. 

Dominion Foreign Wews, 
HALIFAX, N. 8., APRIL 29, 1874 

Cm Ae ————— - 

The House of Commons has been in 
Committee of supply during the past week, 
Discussions have arisen on many of the 
items from day to day, One of these was 
on the Railway terminus at St. John, 
another the Bt, Lawrence Cunal, On 
Friday night the House wis #0 ocoupied 
til 2 o'clock the next mording, 
The Elections Bill was also under debate, 

The ballot clause is very distasteful to 
many. On a wotion for open nomination, 

42 for to 98 ugrinst, 5 
In discussing Militin items, the Premier 

said “it was thelr intention to place an 
English Major Oenoral ut the 
the Canadian Militia, 

Mrs. Cohen, an old lady, was burned to 
death in Montreal on Tuesday last, and 

| ber husband dangerously injured by the 
burning of their house, 

PIR pa— a 

UNITED STATES. 
President Grant has vetoed the Financial 

Bill, 
’ Rt —— 

a ed SW 

united with the church in that place, and 

first of Febeunry, 12 others are received for | 

church==thirteen wut Berwick and four at 
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