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BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1874, 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES, 
Sunpay, August 3nd, 1874, 

Jesus and the Sabbath,— Mark ii, 23.28 ; 

Gorpen Text. | gave them my Sab. 
baths, to be a sign between me and them," 
Eackiel xx, 12. 

Commit To Memory : Verses iil, 1-4. 

SvuMAarY —The Lord of the Sabbath de. 
olares that ** the Sabbath was made for 
wan, and not man for the Sabbath,” and 
that therefore it is lawful to do good on the 
Sabbath-day."’ 

Avavysis.=1. The plucked grain, ii, 
23 28. Ul. The healed hand. 

~~" EiXposttion, Verse 28:=: He went through 
the corn fields, 1t properly means grain 
field, such was wheat, rye, oats, barley, 

“eto., and in Scripture bears this wider 
meaning. The corn fields, therefore, were 
grain-fields and no doubt barley-fields. 
lo early April, the time of the Passover, 
the barley was ripe. Lev. xxiii, 4.11. The 
wheat harvest ‘was much later, On the 
Sabbath-day. Luke says, ** On the second 
Sabbath after the first," or literally, ** the 
second first Sabbath.” Luke vi. 1. This 

is by some believed to have been the first 
Sabbath after the second day of unleavened 
bread ; that is, the first of the seven Sab- 

baths reckoned from that day to Pentecost 
(Lev. xxiii, 15, 10) ; by others, ** the first 
Sabbath of & year that stood second in a 
Sabbatical cycle,” The chief interest of 
the lesson depends on the fact that the 
events ocourred on the Sabbath. His dis- 
ciples began as they went to pluck [began 
‘to walk along, plucking] the ears of corn. 
This aot was expressly permitted in the 
Mosaic law. Deut. xxiii. 25. This is to 
be noted, because the disciples are charged 
with breaking the law, The reason lor 

~ this act was not a spirit of wastelulness, 

but their hunger, as Matthew states, Matt, 

xii. 1. Otherwise the act would have been 
wrong, even if not contrary to the letter 
of the Jewish law, 

Verse 24.— The Pharisees, Luke says, 
‘ some of the Pharisees,” These Phari- 
sees were maliciously and murderously on 
the watch to get some charge on whieh to 
condemn him and compass his death, Said 
to Aim, - Not to his disciples, because they | 
wanted to trap him, not them, Would Ae 
Justify them ? If so, their act was his act, 
Why do they on the Sabbath-day that which 
is mot law/u(? Matthew represents them 
not as asking why, but as asserting that 
the disciples were doing an unlawful deed, 
That the charge was false we have seen. 
But they put their own traditional petty 
rules and regulations on the same level 
with Scripture, and even higher. Matt, 
Matt. xv. 2-0. According to these rules, 
** the simple act of the disciples was con- 
sidered ae servile work, equivalent to reap- 
ing,thrashing, winnowing, ete., the penalty 
of which was stoning, They considered, 
too, that the law enjuined rest, not only for 
wan and beast, but also for plants and 

trees—that the cutting-a branch or piuck- 
ing a leaf was unlawful,” See Exodus 
xxxv. 2, 

Verse 20.—And he said unto them, 
After his arrest and arraignment before the 
Jewish and the Roman tribunals he was 
not prompéeto answer accusations and de: 
fend himself, ** Ie opened not his mouth," 

That is, 
in your own Scriptures, which you accuse 
me of breaking. See 1 Sam, xxi, They 
could not be ignorant of the extraordinary 
facts there stated, David's real character 
was that in which he was the type of 
Christ, who was called ** the Son of David,” 

We wark in this verse that emphasis is 
placed upon the fact of David's hunger, 
and consequent need, 
Verse .20.—The house of” God. The 

_ Tabernacle made at the foot of Sinal, At 

the time of David's visit, it was at Nob, a 
small place on an eminence near and in 
sight of Jerusalem. This Tabernacle was 
specially ** the house uf God ” until the 
Temple was built by Solomon in its stead, 
In the days of Abathar. 1t seems from 
the history that Ahimelech was then high 
priest, and that Abiathar afterward became 
such, Several explanations of this appar. 
ent inaccuracy are given, The Jews were 
in the hdbit of quoting and referring to 

their sacred books by the use of such a 
word as here occurs in the original, The 
certain thing is that neither Christ nor 
Mark here blundered, Shew.bread, Bee 
Lev, xxiv. 6-9; Ex, xxv, 28.30. 4nd did 
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of the bigh.priest. Yet you Pharisecs 
have never thought of condemning as trans. 
gresscrs, and worthy of stoning, either 

David or the priest. You bave always 
conceded, what the Scripturce imply? that 
in such exigencies the spirit of the Mosaio 
law was kept, though in its letter provision 
was not made for just such a case, And 
gave algo to them that were with him, As 

I now give to my discifiles liberty to pluck 
and cat the ripened grain on the Subbath, 
In Matt, xii, 5, we find that Christ further 
refers to the work which was performed by 
the priests in the Temple. They were ob- 
liged to do an extra amount of work on the 
Sabbath, in slaying the victims, offering 
encrifices, eto. This was right, beonuse it 
was work dove in the Temple-service, Cir 
cumstances called for it, And in verse 0, 

Christ adds, ** But I say unto you, that in 
this place is one greater than the Temple,” 
The Temple took the place of the Tuber. 
nacie, but Christ took the place of the 
Temple, As ceremonially God met the 
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Jews in the Temple. so spiritually God | 
meets afen in Christ. 

man, dnd not man for the Sabbath. This 

is one of those sublime, mowentous de- 

clntations of Christ, which command the 
admirativh of the world. It wus made, 
not by, but for, on unccount of men-— 
wade, appointed by God—and hence its 
observance required by a divine authority. 
So the history in Deuteronomy tenches, 
and Christ here endorses that history. lle 

does not say that it wad appointed or 
‘“ made *' for man's secular good, or for 

such human ase as man might put it to, 

It ‘was for man—to weet just those hu- 
man wants that God designed it to meet, 
and not any others, It was the false in- 
terpretation of the law, in which they 
missed its true meaning, that Christ cons 

demned. 
Verse 28,-= Therefore, Becaueo such is 

the relation of man to institutions in gen- 
eral, and to the Subbath in particular. 
The Son of Man is Lovd also of the Sab 
bath.day, -** The Son of Man "—and not 
any and every man. The Son of Man is, 
as the title itself imples, the Head of the 

Ruce==the Lord of Man ; and if the Lord 
of man, then the Lord of all that which 

exists for man, The day is The Lord's 
Day to be used for the Lord's purposes, 

ii, 1.— He entered again into the syna- 
gogue. Referring to i. 21. This was on 

** another Sabbath *' than that of the grain 
plucking (Luke vi, 6) zand was in Galilee, 
perhaps in Capernaum, which would more 
fully wecount fur the word ** again,” Vs, 
7. A withered hand, More exnotly, **his 
hand withered,” Lis ** right” hand, and 
probably arm. Lukevi, 6. It was doubt. 
lees a case of ohronie paralysis, 

Verse 2.— Watched him, As they were 
always doing, That they might accuse 
Aim, Heresy hunters, 

Verse 3.—And he said, Knowing how 
and why he was watched, Luke v, 0,7. 
Stand forth. More exaotly, ** Rise into 
the midst.” Rise, and take your place in 
the very midst of the spectators, that all 
way sec, 

Verse 4. Is it lawful to do good or to 
do evil? To. save Ufe, or to hill? A 
home thrust. As wuch as to say, You 
were spending this day, as #0 wany other 
days, in wickedly watching we, in order 
to kill me, Is that the use to which we 
are to put the Sabbath ? Are you the men 
to read we lectures on Sabbath-breaking ? 
Judge between me and yourselves, Then 
he carries the war still further, and oon- 
founds them by their own practices, when 
one of their sheep falls into a pit on the 
Sabbath, Matt. xii. 11, 12, 

Verse b.—Wuh anger. Holy wrath, 
Grieved. lodignantly grieved, Atl the 
hardness of their hearts, Their ignorance 
was rooted in malice. Stretch forth thine 
hand, Thus be confounded them hy the 
very deed which they thought would con. 
demn him, 

Questions, — Vs, 23. Compare Matthew 
xii, 1-13 ; Luke vi, 1.12. ute the differ. 
ences, Where does this lesson find Jesus 
and his disciples? What day was it? 
Luke vi. 1, ere they tramping down 
the grain? iv, 4, 15, hy did they pluck 
the grain ? Mate, xii, 1, 

Ve. 24. What was said to Christ? B 
whom ? Was it true ? Lev. xxiii, 25. lo 
what spirit was this said ? 

Vs. 25 Give the story of David here 
referred to, 1 Sam. xxi, Did David do 
right then 7 Whercin was he a type of 
Obrist ? 

Vu. 20. What was this ** house of Gud?” 
The *¢ shew-bread”? Ex. xl. 22, 23. 
Would the Pharisees object to that act of 
David and the bigh-priest ? Was Abiathar 
the high-priest when David did this? 
1 Sew. xxi, 2. 

And that, too, with the consent 

Verse 27.«=The Sabbath mas: made for : 
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Vs. 27. For what was the Sabbath 
made? Does this imply that it was not 
divinely instituted ? Does it imply that it 
could be used for any purpose which one 
might chouse ? How will you expliin the 
words of verse 27? Who is ** the Son of 
man"? : 

iil, 1.6, What here shows Christ's 
courage ? How were the objectors spend. 
ing that Sabbath? What effvot of Christ's 
conduct on the Pharisees ? ve. 6, 

Abridged from the Laptist Teacher. 
Scripture Catechism, 202, 

Sunpay, August OA, 1874.— Power over 
Nature. —Mark iv, 306.41, 

Wonths' Department, 

WHAT THE FROGS SAY. 
- 

When the frogs awake in spring, 
And the woods and meadows ring, 
Johnny wonders what they say, 
Peeping, cronking, night aud day, 

“ Qh!" says grandpa—** half asleep, 
First they cry, * How deep? How deep ? 

Ub, deep, 
Ankle deep, 
Deep, deep!’ 

“ By and by they're all awake, 
Pouds with voices thrill und quake : 

* Ob, deep, 
Knee deep, 
Deep, deep !” 

‘* Small ones, looking thin and queer, 
Scream out quickly, us in fear, 

‘ Sy here | 
Stuy here; 
Better stay here ! 

** Old one chides with notes profound, 
[Doarsely, slowly, * Go around, 

Around, 
Around ; 
Better go round !" 

Go they, stay they, I'll be bound, 
Which they do, you've never tound." 

THE EXACT TRUTH, 

Two young masons were building a brick 
wall—the front wall of a high house. Oue 
of thew, in placingw brick, discovered 
that it was a little thicker vn one side than 
on the other, 
‘His companion advised him to throw it 

out, “It will wake your wall untrue, 
Ben,” said he. 
“ Pooh," answergd Ben, ** what differ- 

ence will such a triflo as that make ? you're 
too particular." 

‘* My mother," replied Lis companion, 
‘* taught we that * truth is truth, and ever 
80 little an untruth is a lie, and a lie is no 
teifle,” 

‘* Oh," said Ben, ** that's all very well, 
but Law not lying, aod have wo lutention 
of doing wo," 
‘ Very true, but you make your wall 

tell a lie ; and | have somewhere read that 
a lie in one's work, like a lie in bis chara. 
ter, will show itself sooner or later, and 
bring harw, if not ruin,” 

“I'll risk it in this case,” answered 
Ben ; and he worked away, laying more 
bricks and carrying the wall up higher, 
till the close uf the day, when they quit 
work ani went howe. 
The next morning they went to resume 

their= work, when behold the lie had 
wrought out the result of all lies! The 
wall, getting a little slant from the untrue 
brick, bad got wore and more untre as it 
got higber, and at last, in the night, had 
toppled over, obliging the masons to do all 
their work uver again, 

Just so with ever 80 little an untruth in 
your character; it grows more and more 
untrue, if you permit it to remain, till it 
brings sorrow and ruin, 
* Toll, act, and live the exact truth al. 

‘ways, 
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MAKING HAND ORGANS, 
| 

On the front of a dingy brick building at 
the head of Chatham street, weather- 
beaten and dim, baogs the sign: * Hand 
Organs.” A reporter ‘8f the New York 
Sun saw the sign and weot in ; and thus 
he describes his interview with the work. 
wen, and what be saw, Standing at 
benches, leaning over old organ boxes, 
seated before little stands, five wen were 
at work. lo the middle of the room stood 

y (several old hand organs, On the walls 
hung queer patterns, numbered and dia. 
growed ; in the further corner stood a 
machine seven or eight feet high, looking 
for all the world like a threshing machine. 
* Is the proprietor in?" ssked the re- 

porter of the wurkman nearest the door, 
The workman turned, pointed toward 

the other end of the room, and went on 
cutting out long strips from a great sheet 
of pasteboard, 
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before bm, was a short, stout, jolly-faced 
wan, evidently a German. On the bench 
in front ol him, mounted on two wooden 

rests, hung a wooden eylinder, fifteen 
inches long, perhaps, and five inches in 
dinweter. Behind the oylinder was a small 
case, a Lilliputian type caee, containing 
thirty-six little boxes, and every box full of 
little brass pins, 

“* What do you charge for a common 
sized organ 7" asked the reporter, 

** [t depends on the kind,” anewered the 
proprietor; **l can muke you a flute 
organ, with twenty. four keys, to play nine 
tunes, with a black walout case, for a 

hundred dollars. If you want an orgah to 
play ten tunes, I can wake it for you for a 
‘hundred and twenty dollars. An organ of 
thie size will weigh about twenty-five 

| pounds. A parlor organ, with from 25 to 
40 keye, will cost from a hundred and fifty 

| to two hundred and filty dollars, 
show organ, to play nine tunes, with 00 

“| keys, 35 brass trumpets, large and small 
drume, and triangles, | can wake you for 
two thousand dollars,” 

While he was talking, the jolly little 
man sat pegging away at the oylinder be- 
fore him, driving a pin here and a peg 
there, straightening thew with a little pair 
of pinchers, and flattening them with a 
little light hammer. 

NAW TUNES IN OLD INSTRUMENTS, 
‘ What are you driving those pegs in 

there for 7" asked the reporter. 
** This is an old cylinder, It was made 

years ago,” be answered ; ** the tunes that 
were all the go then don't” draw out the 
pennies worth a cent now. I am putting 
new tunes in it. 1 take the oylinder out 
and paste a sheet of clean white paper 
around it. Then I mark it for the tunes, 

is none, Its very easy to do.” 
It looked very easy. The cylinder was 

covered with hundreds of little black lines, 
some balf an inch long, others scarcely 
wore than a dot. The reporter asked how 
he knew where to draw the lines. 
The little wan took a bandful of the 

the little pins out of his apron on his lap, 
took a few dosens more out of his mouth, 
got on and begun the crank of a dismantled 
organ that stood near, 

HAND ORGANS AND CHURCH OROANS. 
““ You sce,” said he, ** a hand organ is 

made likeggny common organ. It has a 
bellows and pipes and keys. When you 
want to play on u church organ, you push 
down on the keys ; when you want to play 
on & hand organ, you lift the keys. You 
use your fingers to play on a church organ; 
thes little brass pins ure the fingers on a 
hand organ. = You see these little wires 
that hang down from the ends of the keys? 
Well, every time one of those wires strikes 
one of the brass pins when the cylinder is 
going royud, the key is raised and the 
note is sounded, If the brass pin is oue 
of those lpng, half inch ones, the ke 
stays up a good while, and the note iv a 
long one. | If the pin is just a little dot, 
the key fall right back, and the note is 
ehort."* | 

‘* But bow do you know where to mark 
the cylinder for the tunes?’ 

‘** That's the scoret of the trede,” un- 
swered the little wan; **but I guess I'll 
whow you. You see, the cylinder is covered 

ith clean paper, und all ready; now I 
it in by the iron rod that sticks out 

at each end, The tune 1 want to mark it 
for [ play on the keys, only [ press the 

koow what noise they would make just 
as well as il they did wake it. Every 
time ove of those little wires strikes the 
oylinder, it makes a little dent. If I hold 
it down for a long note, it makes a long 

| mark; for a short note, it makes just a 
dot. Then Igo over the marks with a pen 
to wake them plin, When one tune is 
marked, I go on with the next. When the 
tunes are all marked I put the pine in, ae 
you see.” 
“How do the organ grinders change 

from owe tune to anvther while they are 
playing in the street?” inquired the-re- 
porter. 

‘* Every organ,” responded the little 
man, ** plays from seven to ten tunes. 
This one | am working at plays eight, Do 
you see these little grooves?" and he 
pointed to one end of the cylinder, where a 
piece of wood had been left, about two 
‘inches long and an ioeh and. a balf io 
diameter. There were eight little grooves 
around the projection, ** When the organ 
grinder wants to change the tune, he lifts 
that little spring, shoves the cylinder in or 
out one groove, and the tune is changed.’ 
“tow long do the organe generally 

last 7" asked the reporter, 

Sitting on a low obair, with a low table |. | 
man, * five years is no time at all for 4 

A side | 

and drive these little pins in, and the thing 

keys down instead of lifting them, for 1} 

band organ. Why, ihere's many an orgag 
travelling the streets that’s been used every 
day, week in and veck out, for the lag 
thirty years. That just what kills the 
business. They lasttoo long 

‘“ How many orgens do you make in 5 
your?” asked the revorter, 
‘ Well, from seventy-five to a hundred, 

When times are had, more men have to 
go to grinding organs, and the business iy 
better, I shall maken bundred this year," 

“* That ought to make a profitable busi. 
ness.” ve 

“ No it don't. Materials are so high 
that there's not very much profit on organs, 
I bave to do some work in other branches 
to make it pay, I make a great many 
automatic figures Dr travelling shows, and 
repair ‘most all kinds of musical instru. 
ments,’ 

*‘ Then there ar a hundred new o*gane 
turned loose to prey on the public every 

“More than that,” said the }Hitle man, 
“This is the offfy’ hand organ manu fastany. ; 
in the country, bat there is a firm that im. 
ports them from france, They sell about 
as many every year ae I do, and sell them 
for the same prices," : BRE 

““ Then there is no competition ?” 
“ No, no competition.” 

“ Can any of your workmen mark the 
cylinders for new tunes ?” 
“No; there are only two men on this 

vide of the Atlantic who can put the tunes 
on a cylinder~—the man who imports organs 
from France, aud myself.” 

‘“ Aro there many Germans grinding 
| organs 7" 

‘** No,” responded the organ maker, 
“ the grinders are nearly ‘all Italiane and 
old woldiers,”. 
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WET BOOTS, 

What an amount of discomfort wet boots 
entail, to be sure ; and how well we all re- 
call the fretful efforts we have now and then 
made to draw on a pair of hard.baked 
ones which were put by the fire over night 
to dry. Damp and adhesive within, they 
are without stiff and unyielding as horn. 
Once on, they are a sort of modern stocks, 
destructive of all comfort and entirely de. 
moralizing to the temper. The following 
simple device will rob the cold, wet barn. 
yard of a slushy winter or spring evening 
of balf its promise of discomfit for the next 
morning : When the hoots are taken off, 
fill them quite full with dry oats, This 
grain has a great fondness for dawp, and 
will rapidly absord the last vestige of it 
from the wet leather, As it takes up the 
moisture it swells and fill the boot with a - | 
tightly-fitting lust, keeping its form good, 
and drying the leather without hardening 
it. Io the morning, shake out the oate 
and bang them in a bag near the fire ready 
for the next wet night, draw on the boots, 
and go happily about-the day's work. This 
simple recipe, tender-footed reader, will 
suve you much discomfort, and will make 
you a tender-hearted reader as you sit in 
your soft foot-gear looking over your paper, 
as you wait for breakfust to be made 
ready. 

The wife of Agassiz is writing his bio 
graphy. It will not disappoint public 
anticipation, if intelligent sympathy with 
the wan and appreciation of his work, with 
which she identified Lersclf as wuch as she 
could, are qualifications for writing the 
life of the man who called himself Louis 
Aguusiz, teacher, 

The rose of Florida, she most beautiful 
of Bowers, emits no fragrance ; the bird of 
Paradise, the most beautiful of birds, gives 
Do song, the cypress of Greece, the finest 
of trees, yields no fruit ; dandies, the 
shiniest of wen, have no sense ; and ball 
room belles, the loveliest creatures in the 
world, are often equally deficient, 
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No man can go to heaven when he dies 
who bas not sent his heart thither while he 
lives. Our greatest hope should be beyond 
the grave, 

The only way to make the mass of man- 
kind see the beauty of justice, is by show- 
ing them, in pretty plain terms, the con- 
sequence of injustice, 

eve 
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To think kindly of each other, is good ; 
to speak kindly ol each other, is better ; 
but to act kindly one towards another, is 
best of all. We may add that if you do 
the first, you will be far more likely to do 
the second and the third, 
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Two hoads are better than one—especial- 
ly in » barrel, 
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