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BIELE LESSONS FOR 1574. 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES, 

Sunpay., December 6th, 1874. 

The Denial.— Mark xiv. 00-72, 

(GOLDEN Text. —* Wherefore let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
be fall."—1 Cor. x. 12. 

mr ———————— 

Court To MEMORY : Verses 00-72, 

Summary —** The spirit traly is ready, 
but the flesh is weak.’ 

Anarysis,. =I, The first denial. Vv, G0- 
08. IM. The last two denials. Vs (9-71. 

“111. The repentance, Ve. 72, 

EXPOSITION, = Introductory — The tem 

perament of Peter ‘was impulsive. For. 
ward to speak and to not, He really loved 

Christ. The Saviour, at the Supper a fow 
hours before, had solemnly warned Peter 
against denying him, 

In the garden, Peter, as we’ saw, was 
one ofthe favored three taken alorg with 
Jesus near to the spot of the Lord's awful 

agony: - - He soon mastered courage to fol | 
low the ** multitude that rudely took 
away J sus to the city,” but he ** lollowed 
hun afar off (Matt, xxvi. 38). He had 

begun in great self-confidence ; but affairs 
were taking such a strange, unexpeuted, 
unpromising turn ! 

Verse 00 — As Peter was bemeath in the 
palace, ‘I'he words ‘‘beneath inthe palnce” 

do not wean on a lower flour of the build. 

ing, but in the open court which wae lower 
(by a few steps) than the adjicent room in 
which was Christ, Matthew says, ** Sat 
without, in the pulace-that is, in the 
court vut of the room where Christ was, 
But in whose court was this, that of Cain. 

_ phas, or that of Annas? From John xviii. 
12-14 it seems that Jesus was first taken 
to the house of Annas, though Caiaphas 
and not Annas was the acting high priest 
that year. This was because of the high 
personal character and reputation of An- 
nas, and his relation to Caiaphas as father 
inJdaw: John further says (ve. 24) that 

Annas sent Jesus bound to Caiaphas, It 
is usually assumed that the preliminary 
trial mentioned by John (vss. 10-24) was 
before Annas and not Caiaphas ; and hence 
that Peter's denial was, at least for the 

first time, in the court of his house. Some 

think that Avnas and Caiapbas, being re- 

lutives, lived in the same house, vocupying 
different parts of it; and hence that there 
was bat one court for the two. John very 
carefully distinguishes Caiaphas from An. 
nas by calling him tbe high priest, and 

then speaks of the exawination ee before 
the high priest, He never elsewhere calls 
Annas by that title, The statement in 
John xviii, 24 is thrown in to explain 
what had just belure been stated, On 
this view Peter and John, ** that disciple ’ 
who ** was known unto the high priest” 
and who ** spake unto her that kept the 
door and brought in Peter,” did not go 

into the court of the residence of Annus, 
but only into that of Caiaphas, the high 
priest. Ve. 54; Matt. xxvi. 58; Luke 
xxii. 84. There cometh ome of’ the maids 
of the high priest. The door-keeper, who 
at John's request, let Peter in. (John 
xviii, 16), He had lagged bebind and 
come up late, The maid probably ob. 
jected to his request for admission, suspcet- 
ing something wrong. She was the waid- 
scrvant of Caiaphas, and the other disciple 
(probably John) would seem to have 
escaped challenge, and to have had in. 
fluence because of his acquaintance with 
her master, For another instance of the 
employwent of a woman as door keeper, 
sce Acts xii. 14, 

Verse 67. When she saw Peter warm- 
ing hims:lf, she looked upen him. It was 
a wold night (ur, rather, morning, between 
one and two, a. M.), and they had built a 
fire of coals in the open court, and a crowd 

of ** servants and officers” were gathered 
about it. John xviii. 18. 1t was the first 

there would be eold nights The maid's 
look at Peter was a searching, inquisitive 
ove, a8 Luke says (xxii. 50 ) He sat with 
tie rest by ‘* the fire,” or, rather, ** the 
light” (vs, 54), which probably shone full 
in bis face, and revealed its features and 
workings. She had an official reason for 
ber curiosity, for as a door keeper she 
could allow no improper admissions. Thou 
also wast with Jesus of Nazareth, ** Jesus 
the Nazarene,” in contempt, According 

to Luke, she said to those present, ** This 
man was also with bim." This she might 

well do before speaking directly to Peter, 
John gives her words as a question, 

Verse 08 — 1 know not, neither under. 
| stand L what thou seyest, As Luke. gives 

it, ** Woman, 1 know him not.” A Hat 

denial, He has been taunted for great 
weakness in fearing only a maid. It must 
be remembered his fear was not of the maid, 
but of that power which now bad his 
Master, and which be saw only too clearly 
from what had taken place and was now 
going on, would mercilessly kill his Master. 
To own Jesus now would, he suspected, be 
denth to him ulso ; or if not, it would be 
to encounter scorn, ridicule, abuse, single 
handed, from those about him, This was 
Satan's hour and power, It was a fright 
ful trial for Peter ; all the greater because 

Gospel, and that his Lord wust needs thus 
suffer. We wrong Peter il we thiok of 
his trial as slight, He went out into the 

denial, Was it from uneasiness, the fear 
of discovery, with the thought, quickly 
changed, to get out and be gone? Possi- 
bly. And the cock crew. Did Peter hear 
it, and remowmber the prediction ? 

Verse 00. And a mad saw him again, 
and began to say. A literal translation is, 

again to say.” It thus seems to have been 

the samo ove as before—the door-keeper— 
her suspicions roused anew hy his dewean 
or. Matthew, however, says, ** Anuther 
‘maid-servant spoke to him,” Luke uses 
the wasculine, as though it were a wan. 
servant, und gives Peter's reply ae begin. 
ning, ** Man,” ete. Joho writes, ** They 

said,’ ete,  Juhn also speaks of the denial 
as though io the court, not the porch. We 
must remember here, ax we have so often 
been called to do, that no one of the writers 
pretends to give the whole, and also that 
the truth of history does not cunsist in were 
literal exactness of report. “ 

Verse 70.— And he denied it again. 
Matthew adde, ** with an oath.” lis 
trial would of course be more severe the 
longer he staid, and the more he saw and 
heard of bitter scorn and enmity against 
Jesus, and until he should master the 
temptation by one final stroke, the casicr 
would it be to deny. Hence we do not 
wonder that he adde an oath, that he takes 
an oath that he does not know Jesus. 
Thousands, sitting safely at home, ex- 
claim, ** How could he?” who would un- 
der like trial have done far worse. Yet it 
was a fearful, horrible sin. And a Jette 
after, Luke says: ** About the space of 
one hour.” The vehement and sworn 
deninl 8 ‘ems to have set suspicion ‘at rest 
for awhile, They that stood by, Luke 
gays ** unother,”" and John says it was a 
servant of the high priest (Cuiaphas, see 
abave), and kinsman of Malchus, whose 
ear Peter had cut off. Many raised or 
Joined io the accusation, but this man was 
the principal accuser, Ie had noticed 
Peter inthe garden, und became convinced, 
by what had come out in the court, taken 
with his impression received thus in the 
garden, that thie was the very man who 
‘wimed the blow at bis relative's head. ‘This 
would nuturally make him foremost in the 
outery aguinst Peter, Surely thou art one 
of them. This time the charge is wade 
wore confidently than before—with great 
positiveness and assurance. Jubn says he 
atked Peter directly, ** Did not I see thee 
in the garden with him?” This question 
brings out a new feature of the trial of 
Peter, He Lad resisted the authorities in 
their attempt to arrest Christ, and that 
even with an attempt to kill one of the 
officers—a high crime under any govern. 
went, And then he knew that Jesus also 
condemned that act, The accusers have 

‘also very direct evidence. Thou art a 
Gallean, and thy specch agreeth thereto, 
In Matthew, it is written that they said, 
'** Thy speech bewraycth [discovereth) 
thee.” Ihe speech of the Galileans was 
road and rustic.” Ithad * a Syrian 
cast,” Judges xii. 6. Began to curse 
[** to wish himself accursed "') and to swear 

{uw to take a solemn oath" ] Some one 
Suggests that this was an old habit before 
| conversion. 

week of April, wha even in Palestive | Verse 72 ~The second time the cock 
crew. See vs 30. Matthew says ** ime. 
| wediately,” and Luke ** immediately, while 
| be yet spake.” Called to mind. This is 

which is literally *¢ casting upon,” that 
| is, his thoughts upon the words of Christ, 
Some say, ‘ casting (his eyes) upon 
Christ ;" others, * casting (bis cloak) 
upon '' (his face) ; others, ** casting (him. 
sell) upon” (the door), rushing out, ete. 
Luke tells ue, ** The Lord turned and 
looked upon Peter,” that ie, from the room 
where he was examined, and which, a 

as yet he did not understand fully the | 

“And the maid.servant s2eing him, began. 

| PEVSably the weaning of the original, | 

little higher than the court, enabled him 
to hear what there took place and also to 
look in, When he thought thereon he wept, 
Matthew and Luba say, * bitterly.” Judas 
had a repentance which was unto -death—- 
mere remorse, without penitence, Peter's 
repentance wae penitence, and unto life, 
Through grace be became truly a Peter— 
a rock. * Let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall." 

Dos rn cnn —— 

QUERTINNS — See tor other accounts Matt, 
xxvi, 00-765: Luke xxii. 04-02; John 
xviii. 16-18; 256-27, 
The difference between the betrayal and 

the denial of Christ? How lung after the 
betrayal by Judas before the denial by 
Peter? Va. 63, 54. What warning had 
Peter received just “before the betrayal? 
Va. 20-31. What does his answer to that 
warning show as to his spirit? What was 
his temperament ? 

Va. 06. Where was Peter at the time of 
the first denial ? Vs. 54. How eame he to 
getin? John xvili, 15,16. Who came 
to Peter? John xviii, 17. 
was Peter? John xviii, 18, 
wae it? 

Vs. 67. What kind of a look did the 
maid-scrvant give Peter? Why was she 
80 interested? What did she say ? Com. 
pare Luke axii, 56 ; Joho xviii. 17. 

Ve. 68. What did Peter say ? Compare 
Matthew, Luke and John. Why did he 

With whom 
What month 

Q 

deny Christ.2.. Do men pow. deny- him? 
How? Why ? Where did Peter go. then ? 

Vs, 60. Who then met and addressed 
him? Cf. Matthew and Luke. What was 
said to him? See John. > 

Ve 70. What did Peter now say ? How 
did he make the denial stronger than be- 
fore ? Mutt, vo. 72 Was the tempation 
greater 7 How long after was he again 
challenged ? Luke, vs, 53. By whom? 
lo what words ? Compare Luke wna Jolin, 

Va. 71. What did he say! What do 
you think of this conduct ? 

Va. 72 What followed? See Luke? 
Why is the story of the denial recorded ? 

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher, 

 Suxnar, December 13th, 1874.—The 
Cructision.—Mark xv. 22-80. 

J —— ow vo mae “Houths’ Department, 
PARENT'S PARADISE, 

We were much impressed lately by the 
orderly behavior of a large family of chil 
dren, particularly at the table, We spoke 
of it to our host; and he pointed to a paper 
pinned on the wall, on which were written 
some excellent rules. He said he gave 
each child who obeyed the rules, a reward 
at the end of every month, We begged a 
copy for the benefit of our renders. ‘Lhey 
are called—** Rules and Regulations for 
Parent's Paradise :"’ 

1. Shut every door after you without 
slamming it. 

2. Never stamp, jump, or run in the 

house... 
3. Never call to persons upstairs, or in 

the next room; if you wish to epeak to 
them, go quietly where they are. 

4. Always speak kindly and politely to 
the servants, if you would have them do 
the same to you, 

5. When told to do, or not to do a thing, 
~by either parent, never ask why you should 
or should not do it, 

0. Tell of you own faults, not of those 
of your brothers and sisters, 

7. Carefully clean the mud or snow off 
your boots and shoes before entering the 
house. 

8. Be prompt at every meal hour, 
0. Never sit down at the table or in the 

parlor with dirty hande or tumbled hair, 
10, Never interrupt any conversation, 

but wait paitently your turn to speak. 
11. Never reserve your good manners 

fur company, but be equally polite ut home 
and abroad, | 

12, Let your first, last and best confidant 
be your mother.— Oliver Optic's Magazine, 

e-em. 

“DO YOUR BEST, AND LEAVE 
THE REST.’ 

BY MRS. BRADLEY, 

It was very pleasant at the farm house 
this morning, aod nobudy thought of any- 
thing to disturb ite quiet ways. 

But there was a messenger galloping 
along the road at that. very time, and up 
he cane presently, in a cloud of dust, to 
say that Grandmother Green had bad ** a 
stroke,’ and they were all distractéd about 
it over at the Hill Farm, and Jessie's 
wother must go back with him without any 
delay, That was a disturbance fur a quiet 
morning! And Jessie's mother knew very 
well that she must go ; for it was her own 
daughter who lived at the Hill Farm, and 
her own mother who was ill ; and the 

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
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behind to do the hard work, She had al 
waye helped, and she was wiiling and un. 
selfish, 
“I hate to leave you all alone,” her 

mother raid; ** and 1t' hay-time, and ull 
the men to eook for, I don’t know how 
you'll ever get along with it. You'll just 
bave to du your beet, and leave the rest.” 
“ Well, v0 1 will, mother: and I'll get 

on somehow, Don't you worry!" sald 
Jessie, cheerily. 
So her mother went away, and Jessie sct 

to work. She was only a little thing, with 
all her courage ; and she had to climb on 
chairs and stools to reach what she wanted; 
and she cut her fingers, peeling the potatoes; 

seo il they were boiling properly, But 
these were trifles to her willing spirit. 
What she lacked in size and strength she 
made up with patience and cheerfulness ; 
and #0 it happened that when twelve u'elock 

came, everything was ready, and she ran 
out gaily to blow the horn for dinner. 

Father and Joe, and Ned and Hiram, soon 

came trooping in, und the first qui stion 
was, ** Where's mother 2° For av was a 
queer thing not to see mother ectting the 
dinner on the table, 

Jessio told them whut had happened, 
and the farmer's fuce grew soter, Grand. 
mother Green wus oll, aud ** a stroke ” 
was likely to go hard with her, 

It was a pretty hurd week lor the little 
girl, for it was  bay-mnking, and nobody 
could be hired to help ber. Her tather 
and the men did whut they could § but 
they must be in the field all day, and Jewsic 
had the work of the house to wunage. 
She did it all bravely, and wade few wis- 

takes, and never complained ; but she was 
glad enough when her mother came howe 
on the Saturday night. 
Jessio felt more than paid for all her 

hard work, by her mother's pleasure ; and 
“she is quite sure that ** Do your best and 
leave the rest,” is a capital rule to work 
by.— Young Reaper, 

UNLAWFUL PLEASURES. 

“0 my father,” said a buy who was 
suffering the punishment due to his dis. 
obedience, ** it I am ever well agin 1. 
will never more give way to temptation,” 

* Wisely said, wy son ; und with you it 
is possi: lo to be wire in time. Yet remem: 

ence when they have lost all hope,” 
“But I will fly fr m pleasure, to avoid 

temptation : thus 1 skull be secure,” 
** There you ure in error agnin i for you 

are running into extremes,  Dsidnguisn 
between pleasures that are lawful und thore 
that are unlawful,” 

Unlawful pleasure rerembles a bee— it 
bas honey, and it has also a sting, Grasp 
it, take ita sweets “and its pain i hut re 
mew ber the taste of the honey will be gone 
in a few moments, though the sting nud ics 
poison will fester for days, 

TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

- Crm a * 

Write upon pages of a single size, 
Cross met yo t's, and neatly dot your i's ; 
On one side only let your lines be scen— 
Both sides filled up announce a Verdunt 

Green, | 
Correct— yes, re-correct—all that you write, 
Aod let your ink be black, your paper 

white ; 
For spongy foolseap of a muddy hive. 
Betrays a wind ot the same dismal hue. 
Punectuate carefully, for on his secure 
Nothing proclaims the prectised writer 

more, 
Then send it off, and, lest it merit lack, 
Inclose the postage-stamps to take it back ; 
But first pay all the postage on it too, 
For editors look black on ** two pence dae,” 
And murmur as they run the «fusion o'er, 
‘* A shabby fellow and a wretohed bore !" 
Yet ere it goes, take off a copy clean— 
Poets should own a copying wnchine ; 
Little they know the time that's spent and 

care 
In hunting verses vanished—who knows 

‘Where ? 
Bear this in mind, observe it to the end, 
Aud you shall make the editor your friend, 

Let prudence always attend - your “plea. 
sures ; it is the way to-enjoy the sweets of 
them, and not be afraid of the conse ence, 

Virtue will catch as well as vice by con. 
tast ; and the publie stock of honest, wanly 

EEE 8 si Re ——— 

¥ | principle will daily accumulate, 
would all look to her for help and comfort 
in the trouble. There was no time to lose, 
either ; for the hired a bad stopped for 

C— ¢ —— ne 

the less noise it makes, 

a RA: 

her on his way for the doctor, and she was 
to go back in the gig with, Lim. 

So there was hurrying to and fro, for a 
few minutes, Jessie ran uimbly about to 
fod the things her mother would need to 
take, and made no complaint at being lett 

and she scorched her fave; in her hurry ww 

Hungry men come quickly. at that. sound, | 

‘ber, there are maay who only gain experi: 

True merit, like a river, the deeper it is, 

-
 

Uorrespondence, 
Whan, 

For the Christian Messenger, 
ONTARIO CORRESPONDENCE, 

Tue CONVENTION IN LONDON, GREAT LIDRRAL. 
ITY AND ENTHUSIASM MR. VakLgy The KVANGELIST ~ MR MULAURIN AND Tig gy 
FOREIGN MISSION. MK. BLAKE'S Distunp. ING SPEECH. IMMIGRATION, THE 10KLAND. 
DERN A&C, 

I am not sure whether 1 ought to plead 
gurlty to a charge of neglevt of duty in net 
sending befere this wome ncoount of the 
recent Anniversary Meeting of the Baptist 
Home Mission Convention of Oatarip jy 
London. ®ut, Laviog been unable to at 
tend any of the sessions of this year's Cop. 
vention, I could have done little move thay 
condense from the full reports in 1) 
Baptist of the proceedings in connection 
with the various societies, and thut could 
“bo dono by the Messenger without my 
nid if thought desirable, Moreover know. 
ing that one or more goud Nova Sooti 
brethren were present on the ocension | 
have heen hoping to see something frop 
another pen, that would at once more thay 

supply my lack of service and whey any 
little qualms of conscience on wy part, 
Hw row-only say that the meetings seen; 
to huve been in every way most encouraging, 
1 the contributions for var various religious 
ontgy, rises can be taken us a guage of the 
spirig of the delegates and friends in attend. 
ance, und that spirit may further be regard. 
od ws wu twir sample of that pervading the 
Denomination generally, there is surely 
overy reason to thank God and take cour. 
nge. The enthusiasm and liberality at 
"oth “the Home and Foreign Missionary 
Meetings seem to haye heen almost unpre. 
cedented, I'he sums of, in round numbers, 
$2,300 for Home Missions, and £2,800 for 
the Foreign, were contributed or pledged 
in a short time. The present secms thus 
to bo full of hie and energy, and the 
future, of hope. The resolution taken to 
secure the services permanently of an” 
evangelist upon the Homo field, seems to 
promise still greater progress in this work 
in the future, while the determination to 
accord Bro. MeLaurin a hearty support in 
his great undertaking amongst the Teloo- 
gove, is all that could be desired. Speak. 
ing of Evangelists I am reminded of the 
great amount of attention just now being 
drawn to the preaching of Mr, Varley, an 
evangelist belonging to the Baptist body, 
though cechewing, 1 believe, Sectarianism 
in his public ministrations, Originally a 
buteher, he has felt constrained to abandon 
his old pursuit in order to give himself 
wholly to the work of an Evangelist, In 
this his labours have wet with success so 
warked that even the Globe is fain to turn 
aside u moment from hot political contests 
to give a very favourable wecount of his 
rtrnghtiorward; wanly, earncst nddresses, 
und to warvel at the mystery of vo wany 
powerlul preachers springing up from the 
tiwe Jf Bunyan downward, in the ranke of 
the insignificant Baptists, 

lu regard to our Foreign Mission, the 
fact wbove alluded to would sectn to go fir 
towards sustaining the views of those who 
louked for a marked increase of enthusiastic 
interest to follow tho organisation of an 
mdvperdent mission, A letter recently 
received by the writer from Bro, McLaurin 
in Cocondda, while wanifesting a. good 
amount of hopefulness, is evidently wejtten 
under a clear sense of the greatness and 
responsibility of the work. He urges 
wany reasons why an cffurt should still be 
wade to have the forces of the Baptiste 
of all the Dominion concentrated on this 
great battle-ground, but as his arguments 
wre in many respects similar to those being 
now urged in the columuos of the Messenger 
by ** An Orient],” and by the forwer 
Sceretary of your Mission, I refrain from 
entering, even by proxy, into the discussion 
of #0 serious a question. Ono ack seems 
to be established, that whatever may be 
the care in Siam, the Mirsivn to the Teloo- 
gos will not fuil for the want of a numer 
ous population, tolerably nocessible, and to 
a large extent ready wod anxious for the 
truth, " 

Turoing for a moment to secular matters, 
the recent speech of Mr. Blake, lo which 
he strikes vut buldly for Canadian indepen: 
dence, Minority Representatives, Further 
extension of the Suffrage, &o., bas created 
quite a vemsation, Those who care more 
for statesmanship than polities and who 
are more anxious for wise legislation and 
pure administration than for party tactics 
ond triumphs, are scarcely able as yet to 
know the true interpretation of the omen. 
Of course the view of by far the ablest 
wan in the party and probably in the Par- 
lisment, thus astride the traces, has not 
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