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* “education, and would 

, free unsectarian education to our whole 

remedy this state of matters has been truit- 

" tendent of Edueation. 

Wtriction the peculiar doctrines of the Ro- 

Z==="4 of the Christian Messenger i. 

To els 4 have been authorized by 

oo ional Committee of the Synod vf 

wo y yterian Oburch of the Lower 

ar ye to send you the enclosed state: 

Vand respeottully request you on their 

f, and on behalt of the Synod for 

Joh they ure acting, to publish it in 

fir paper at as carly date ns possible, 

By doing so you will greatly oblige thoto 

represented by 

Yours truly, 
C. B, Pirntavo, 

convener of Committee of P. C, L. P. on 

Education. 
tm nin 

To THE FRIENDS OF FREE UNSECTARIAN EDU
 

CATION THRULGHUUT NuVA SCOTIA, 

1. * That the « fice bearers of this Courch 

be directed to take such mensures, as they 

may deem proper, for bringing the state of 

the educationul question before the people 
under their churge atas early w day as pos. 
s:ble. 

2. ¢ That the Synod eall upon the peo. 
ple of our Chureh, to guard with the great: 
est vigilance, the interests of our educations 
al system, aud to use vigorously, all legi. 
t mate meaus, to secure in every place its 
efticient and practioel operation: The | 
Synod further expresses the opinion, that 
those public wien, who ure nut prepared to 
carry out, in their integrity, the provisions 
of the law, should not receive the support 

and countenance of our people. 

3. * That this Synud decidedly protest 
against any attempt of the wmeiabers of 
the House vt Comm: us, or uthers, to deprive 
the Local Parliaments, of their constitutions 
al rights, by forcing upon there Lower 
Provinces, a system of cdueatiun, repug- 

pant to A vast wanjority of the people, 

4, ** That this Synud record their emphatic 
disap proval ot the past nid present ndmin: 
istration of the School Law in Nuva Seutia, 
in allowing its provisions to be openly 
ignored or evaded, in lavour uf a particular 
denomiration, to the great detervnent ol 
the best interests ul cdueation, throughout 
the Provioces. 
5. That this Synod declare its firm attach. 
ment to the principle uf Free non-sectarian 

strongly protest 
against any cffurt to alter the existing law, 
for the purpose of imposing on these Pro 
vines the Separate School system.” 

We republish {rom the Minutes of Synod 
the forgoing resolutions, They exprees the 
deliberate and unanirous opinion of the 
highest Court of our Church upon matters 
of the most vital importance to the welfare 
of pur country ; and we earnestly request 
for them your careful consideration, 
Not one moment two soon has the Synod 

epoken. The crisis bas come. The elec: 
tion lor members to the Local Parliament 
is at band, ‘Ihe time for preparation is 
short. To carry out the spirit of these re 
svlutions we wust net with vecision and 
promptitude. The unanimity wid deters 
wined character of our Synod's action ure a 
cause ol thankfulness ; and now that we 
aie forced into a contest, upon the re 

sult of which the best intrests of education 
will largely cepend, 1:3t us engage in the 
struggle with the firm determin ution never 

t) relux our effirts till the great question 
has been settled, not in favor of any party 
or sect, but, on the broad bueis of public 
welfare, 
We have a school law designed to secure 

Province ; but us hitherto administered it 
bas failed to accow plished its object. Sepa. 
rate Roman Catholie schools are in full ope. 
ration in the city of Halifux, Specinl edu- 
cational privileges ure granted to this 
denomination which aredenied to all others 
Abuses of the most glaring character exist 
in connection with educational affiirs, and 
grievances have again and again been point. 
ed out which require to be redresscd ; but 
every effort of the friends of education to 

less, owing to the indifference of our ru- 
lers, aiid the strenuous opposition of ceclesi. 
astics, 

[n some of the country districts the 
school law w openly violated in the inter 
est of the Rowan Catholic Church, without 
any honest interlerence by either the Coun- 
cil of Public Instruction or the Superio- 

fo act, the power 
of the Romish Hierarchy over the adminis 
trators of the school law is exerting a most 
ivjurious influence upon the educational | 
lite of the Province 
The Pope bas given his decision against 

bur public sehools systems, and the Bishops 
‘0 bis pame have publicly declared that 
Separate echool, ** nothing wore ** + noth. 
tng less" will satisfy their demande. Their 
tesolution 1s fixed, nod judging from the 
Pest we may conclude that they will not 
besitate to use any means for the accom. 
Plishment of their purpose. They will, if 
they can, use tle public funds of the 
Province, not for giving a thorough intel. 
lectual training to the rising geveration of 
the country, but for teaching without re- 

man Catholio religion and maintainidg 
ecolesinstionl functionaries and their pecu. 
liar institutions, 

Correspondence. 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
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Our Synod has entered its most empha. 

tarinn schools from the public funds; and 
it ealls upun you to resist every attempt to 
repeal our echool law, which if honestly 
administered would confer an unepeakable 
boon upon oor Province It 18 for you as 
citie\ns to give practical effect to the utter. 
ance of Synod on these matters, The 
snored trust of the franchiee is in your 
hands to be used against the arrogant ae 
sumptions of the Church of Rome, and in 
defence of your educational rights, 

Do not lorget that the most important 
question at iesue 1n this struggle, is our 
educational interest. Both political “par. 
vies for fear of giving offence to Rome are 
trying to ignore this vital issue. . We must 
now endeavour to teach them thut the pre 
servation and «ficient administration of our 
school law is an object of far more impor. 
tance than the attainment of any party 
pnrpore. We need wen in parliament who 
will defend our. school system against al! 
aggreesors and endeavour to seek the faith. 
ful administration of our law, no matter 
what party isin power. In seeking this" 
end we are happy to say that we have the 
cordinl sympathy and support of all the 
Protestant denominations in the Province. 
The danger to our educational interests 

is a real ure. Intriguing ‘ecclésinstics and 
time serving politicians are combined 
ngainst us. Our Synod, in discharging 
solemn duty, utter no uncertain sound on 
this matter. They nak for your bearty co- 
operation in their endeavour tp waintain 

the existing school law in all its integrity, 
snd to correct undeniuble abuses that exist 
in ite administration, They distinctly 
specily the way in wich you can co-operate 
with them in the present crieis, viz , by 
withholding of support and countenance 
from those who are not disposed to carry 

"out the law in its integrity. Let the elec: 
tors test the candidates for Parlinment upon 
the vital point before they commit them- 
selves to vote for them. & 
Remember that upon the character of the 

men you elect to represent you, will depend 
the fate of your free echool system in Nova 
Scotia. Any change made in the interest 
of Rome means for you increased taxation 
and less efficient schools, Protect your 
selves againet such wrongs by sendiog men 
to Parliament who are sound on the educa. 
tional question. Rome is buey plotting 
and working to ‘'* pack the house” with 
those who will prove her pliant tools when 
she brings her pressure tw beur on the lu- 
ture rulers of our country. Unless you 
are true to the cause of education in this 
crisis by selecting taithiul men, you will 
regret it when too late, It once the de- 
mand of the Bishops, publicly wade in 
their pastoral, be granted, it will virtually 

On the important eubject of Education, 

by the free people of this country. 

war," we leave the matter with you, pray: 

action you may secure the preservation of 

our educational rights and the fwithful 
administration ol our schoul law, through 
the mewbers whom you tend to Parlia 
ment, 

Io the name of the Synod ol the Pree. 
byterian Church ot the Lower Provinces. 

WiLLiax MeCurrocn, » po, 
P,G McGrrGor, | Synod’s 
ALkxaNpErR McKxenr, Com, on 
Joun Forrest, Educa. 
U. B. Pirorano, 
Roserr Murray, 

| tion, 

een —— 

Mr. Wall, the English Baptist mission- 
ary mn Italy, calls his organization the 
‘“ Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ in 
Rome," which, says a correspondent of the 
London Baptist, in simply a Baptist church 
minus the nawe, and is supported by the 
Baptist Mission Committee. 

———— a ———— 

An honest man thinks a purse full of 
other pevple’s money worse than an empty 
one. . 

— 

For one look within, take ten looke unto 

tio protest against supporting separate sec. | 

To ror Rev, Jossrn Menray,— 

become the law of the Province for all time 

accept of no equivocating pledges from 
your candidates, Firmly and promptly 
refuse to support any wan who hesitates 
and shew to trimwers and foes alike that a 
stern resolution to waintain your rights is 
the aririt of Nova Scotia as it was of New 
Brunswick. Teach your rulers that mo 
tampering with educational interests, by 
either priest or politician, can be tolerated 

Trusting that no true Protestant will 
betray his trust in the coming struggle, 
sod repudiating all desire for * religious 

ing that by your determined and united 

For the Christian Messenger, 

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS. 

Dear Brother. —A¢ you have resolved 
to leave us, we cannot permit you to go 
without an expression of our Jove and 
esteem, And we are Plugged to be able to 
state that during your term of labor as 
pastor of this Church you have hot shunned 
feurlessly and faithfully to preach the gos- 
pel ot our Lord and Savivur Jesus Clirist, 
Your ministerial lbours awong us bave 
been owned and abundantly blessed, Muny 
souls have been converted, and many who 
had become culd and indifferent have been 
restored to Chnistian fellowship and use. 

in the faith of the gospel. The social and 
religivus interert you huve so cheerfully 
manifested towards our families, — Sabbath 

Schools and prayer-meetings, and more 
especially the zeal and self-denial with 

bested revival of las: spring have strength. | 
ened our love and catecwn. fur. you us a. 
faithful minister of Christ, There are not 
many iocidents in life which create more 
cwotion thun that which severs such a tie 
as oxiste between yourselt and us. And 

dear Brother believe us that as you bid ue 
farewell, we feel that sorrow which only 
a Church oan feel that has been deprived 
of n wuch loved Pastor, wlo hus labored so 

faithfully for the good of its members and 
of all wen, As a further mark of our 
esteem wo present you with this watch and 
chain, that as you look upon it you may 
call to remembrance the happy seasons that 
wo have enjoyed with you in this sanctuary. 

In conclusion dear Brother we assure 
you that our fervent prayer is that God 
will greatly bless both you~” and sister 
Murray and the family, and that your 
labors among the people to whom God has 
called you to preach the unsearctable 
riches of Christ may be crowned with 
abundant success, 

In bebalfl of the Brooklyn branch of the 
Hanteport Church, 

WirLiax Reopen, 
Clerk, 

 RepLy. 

Dear Brethren —1 thought I had con- 
quered my feelings but thie evening they 
spriog up with redoubled strength, It has 
been a trial for me to decide to leave you, 
wore especially since God has given me so 
many of you in the gospel, How pleasant 
to recall the sacred seasons both here and 
in your homes, when our hearts glowed 
with holy desire and heavenly love, When 
we drew very closely to the throne of mercy 
in pleading for our lellow wen. 
Now the time to part has arrived, 1 go 

becuuse | believe that it is the wisest course ; 

and thas God has spread work fur me else. 
where. And I am assured that the Great 
Shepherd will care for you and erpecially 
the dear lambs of the fl ck. 

your affection, I shall gather many valuable 
suggestions and be linked still closer to 
you by this golden chain of love, 1 shall 
be romioded that time is passing. That 
there is no room for jesting. Souls are 
perishing and 1 must win them to Christ, 

I shall be reminded also that as human 
hands formed the time-keeper, so God bas 

formed and set in motion the huwan ma- 

chinery ! and soon it will cease to move, 
soon there will be no need of watohes, no 

necessity for sying good bye, for together 
we shall enjoy a room in our Fathei's 
mansion, Our separation at longest will 
be brief. Let ue then be faithlul to our 
vows, and our Heavenly Father will grant 
us a joyful meeting. In behalf of Mrs. 
Murray and family, as well as for myself, 
allow we to thank you fur all your kind. 
ness, reaching its ultimatum io this even- 
ings loving expressions and tangible tokens, 
And may our common Father answer our 
mutual prayer, and let the dew of Heaven 
rest sweetly upon us all, 

J. Murray, 
Brooklyn, Nov, 5th, 1874. 

- | 

For the Christian Messengo. 

IN MEMORIAM, 

Bro. Nicholson was widely known, and 

deeply respected among Nova Scotia, as well 
as P. E, Island Baptists. Many of the rea. 
ders of the Messenger, therefore, will not 
think the record respecting him as here given 
too long. It was read in donnection with 
the funeral sermon preached by the Rev, 

Christ. 

fulness, and the whole Clurch confirmed | 

which you laboured among us during the 

And as | lvok upon this beautiful token of 

cw —————— ps Ae 

( on the even'ng of Lord's Day, the 220d 
pst, 

DEACON DONALD NICHOLSON, 

was horn in this city Oct. 31, 1808, Thus 
at his death he was in his 07th year. He 
lost his father in early lile, who perished 
in the war of 1812 between Great Britain 

and the United States. But a kind Pro. 

videnco took charge of him, and he never 
know what it was to suffer want, 

By-and-by he acquired his business, and 
entered upon that struggle fur an honour- 
a! le livelihood in which he #0 honourahly 
it not so prosperously succeeded. Thus 
his life, if not the life of a great man, wae 
far better: it was that of an honest man 

a8 all who knew him vonfessed, while those 
who knew him best most frankly confessed 
it. While yot a child religious influences 
began to lay bold of his spirit. He was 
particularly impressed by a solemn prayer 
and blersing pronounced over his head by 
n pious uncle, who had come from a dis- 
tance on purpose to sce him. Who shall 
say that his religious life did not here 
begin ? 
«M8 he grew up he had his thoughtless 
hours, but not betrayed into those excesses 

into. which. so. many - youths ave so sadly 
drawn, The late Donald McDonald had 
already entered upun Lis extraordinary 
career while our brother was yet in the 
spring-time of his days, He, with many 
others, was decply impressed by Mr. Me- 
Doould’s ministry, and would ol ¢n resort 
to fields, and woods, and barns, that be 

might be alone with his God, and in secret 
seck his favour. About these swme years 
the worthy brethren from Nova Scotia, of 
whom scarcely any now remain, Messrs 
Jumes Manning, Dr. Tupper, and others, 
attracted his earnest attention, Thue the 
work of grece was carried on within hit, 
a8 in many others, in those earlier days. 
Some time about this perivd,—a little 

before or after the cowpletion of his ap- 
prenticeship, our departed brother was 
seized with the asthma, which hung about 
him to the end of his days, and at last 

brought him to his grave. From this 
disease he suffered as few Leside have suf. 
fered. Yet it was wonderful to many how 
he bore his sufferings, and ** glorified the 
Lord in the fires.”” It may be asked in- 
deed whether Donald Nicholson would have 
become the eminent Christian that he was, 

had it not been for his asthma, 

In due season, as his Master sent hiw, 

the late Rev. Benjamin Scott came to labour 

way to this city, and our late brother 
became one of his hearers. Having already 
adopted Baptist views he wae ere long led 
to carry them out, Su in the sumwer of 
1838 he fullowed his Lord in baptism, 
uniting with the little Baptist cbugeh then 
existing in this city, and wkich through 
Divine grace, exists to this day. 

and, still wearing his honours as a deacon, 

be has at length passed away. 
It may now be added, that as a man, 

the softer graces, Ile had too his promin- 

good man among us, it was he. 

growing upon him for years prevented 

heretofore, Yet as a rule, with him, 

summoned him, he was at hand. 

a deacon indeed-——that is a servant in the 

description,—** They that have used the 

the faith which is in Christ Jesus,” 
was deacon Donald Nicholson, 

crown be now wears! 
he has left behind him ! 

Lord give us grace to profit thereby ! 
Our brother had looked for his end for 

cover, He did recuver in part, however, 

would take no denial. 
the solemn crisis. 
sorrows, he had whispered no murmurs, 
In death, he spake no words of fear, 

whole utterance and bebaviour seemed to 
say, “0 grave where is thy vietory? 

W. B. Haynes, as occasioned by his death, O death where Is thy sting ?'’ He fels his 
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In later 
years he became a deacon of the church, 

a Christian, and an office-bearer in the 

church of Christ, he was firm, consistent, 

and persevering. We cannot claim for him 

ent eccentricities. Yet it was universally 
felt respecting him, through his whole 
course a8 a professor, that if there was a 

Asa deacon he ** magnified his office ™* by 
fulfilling it, The illness that had been 

bim from appearing among us of late as 

through his official life, when his office 
He was 

church—a servant of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

To him may well be applied the inspired 

office of a dencon well purchase to them- 
selves a goud degree, and great boldness in 

Such 
What a 

What an example 

May the good 

months, He bad had his warnings from 
previous sicknesses—one when he was 
thrown out of a carriage some three years 
ago, from which none expected him to re- 

trom the above attack. . But at last he 

came where death demanded its own, and 
And nobly he met 

Io life, amid manifold 

Brave by nature, emboldened by grace, his 

389 

Master's arms beneath him, and, full of 
wranquility and hope, he looked serenely 
and cheerfully forward to the bright and 
lofty prospects which opened before him. 
His complaint withheld him from much 
utterance, but when he did speak he spoke 
like a hero and a saint. He knew little 

OD tn ev de SEIS Sn aera Sp 

‘about rapture or exultation during his 
last illness. There was in his. dying ex. 

perience, however, what thore was in that 

of Paul, when he eid, ** I know whom I 
have believed,” I know whose word 1 
have taken and know that it shall never fail.” 

There was, nevertheless, one striking 
exception to his usually calm and quiet 
frame of mind. It occurred some two or 
three days before he was taken away. He 
was roused up to testily on bebalf of the 
spirit which burnt and glowed within him, 
What he said, as he was borne along by 
his emotions, it were hard to recall. Yet 
fur once he was made to rejoice and be glad 
in his God. When reminded, at one time, 

of his dignity as a Christian,—** Yes,” he 
responded, and almost shouted out his 
words,—‘* [ am a Prince.” At another 
time, when the conversation turned upon 
the living union subsisting between God 

+ and his people; he-evidently had upon his 
mind that sublime language of our Lord,— 
“ And the glory which thou gavest me I 
have given them ; that they may be one 
even as we ure one, | in them and they in 
me, that they may be made perfect in one.” 
Thinking upon these words, he drew, these 

three grand inferences ;—'* J am one with 
Christ: Christ is one with his Father : 
and the Father, and Christ, and / are 

bound up in one glorious unity.” Higher 
than that he cvuld not climb. ‘Soon after 
this the conversation stooped from its 
loftier heights, And yet it did not at once 
fall earthwarde. The mind of the dying 
saint lingered among the heights to which 
he had soared ere it returned to its more 
familiar depths. It scarcely reached thoee 
heighte again although every one whose 
heart was warm towards Christ who saw 
him throughout that day bore witness to 
the heavenly, Christian-like character of 

his utterances so long as he was able to 
give them forth. This was the last blazing 
up of the heavenly fire that burnt within 
him ere it was transferred to shine in 
higher skies, 

It was on Thureday, the 5th inst., that 

our brother conversed in the manner above 
described. On the following Lord's Day 
morning the 8th inst.,, he passed away. 

on this Island. By and-by he found hise About 8 o'clock on that morning, distreseed 
by some of his dying symptoms, he cried 
out, ** Oh! I would not live always.” By 
and by, seized with extreme restlesencss, 

he expressed a wish to be removed into 
another room. He was kindly advised to 
keep quiet, and encouraged to play the 
man, as he was wont to do,~and lie still, 

like one who lovked and longed to be ** with 
Christ, which is far better.” He instantly 
acquiesced. ** True,” he rejoined, *‘ I do 
desire to depart, and to be with Ohrist, 
which is far better.” These were his last 
words. Soon alter pronouncing them, he 
heaved his last breath, and was with Christ | 

indeed, and forever. 8), just one fortnight 
ago to-day our brother ‘*slept in death to 
wake up with God." Communicated by 
- 4 D., Charlotietown, 

Nov, 25, 1874, 

JOHN SHAFNER, SENR., 

of Williamston, Annapolis Co., was called 
to his rest, Oct. 12th, 1874, in the 70th 

year of his age. Bro. Shafner when a lad 
of 12 years, living at Lower Granville, 

was led by the Holy Spirit under the min. 
try of the Rev. James Manning, to seek 
pardon and salvation through Jesus Christ, 
and was very happy in the love of the 
Saviour. When a young man he moved 
to his late residence, where he enjoyed the 
faithtul labours of the Rev. I. H. 
Chipman, which were greatly blessed in 
leading our Bro. to unite with the people 
of God. lle was baptized more than 50 
years ago and united with the Baptist 
church at Nioctaux and continued a worthy 
member until called to unite with ** the 
geveral assembly and church of the fires 
born which are written in heaven.” Bro. 
Shafoer was blessed with a very pleasing 

| and profitable gift for exhortation by which 
be cften comforted and edified his brethren. 
He was warmly attached to the church of 
Christ and the house of God. When health 
and strength permitted he was at his poss 
to meet with Lis brethren, and encourage 
the minister in his work. His beloved 
companion preceded him six months to the 
rest which remaineth for the people of God, 
They bad nive children, four sons and five 
daughters, all professors of the religion of 
the blessed Saviour—one son and daughter” 
went before them to the better land. The 

- 


