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BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1874.)

INTERNATIONAL SERILS,
Suxpay. November 1st, 1874. .

The Fig Tree Withered.—Mark xi. 12-
1*0 19'24.

GorpeN Texrt.—** This is the confidence
thdat we bave in him, that, if we ask any
thing according to his will, be heareth us :
And if we know that he hear us, whateo.
ever we ack, we know that we have the
petitions that we desire of bim " 1 John

Coxymir To MEMORY : Verse 24.

SvMMARY —Jesus curses the barren fig-
tree . ot withers, A lesson of faithin God.

These incidents occurred April 3rd and
4th, A. D. 30. - Parallel passage: Matt.
xzi. 18, 84..

Between this and the lust lesson, Mark
records our Lord's public eotry into Jeru-
salem.

Verse 12.—On the morrow, afler the
triumpbal entry into Jerusalem. Mark is
very definite and exact in rgcording the first
three doys of this week, vs, 1, 11, 19,'20,

When they had come out of Bethany.
Matthew states that it was“in ** the morn.
ing,” the early woruing between daybreak
and sunrise. Luke (xxi. 38) informe us
tiiat the people cawe ‘early in the morning
to bear biw.

He was hungry.. It was real hunger.
In his haste to enter upon his work he had
probably taken no breakfast at DBethany.
Some suppose that he bad paesed the night
in the open air, m solitude and prayer.
Hunger was a part of his humiliation.
Thus bhe became perfect through sufferings,
and able to sympathize with his followers
in every trial.

Verse 13.—Sceing a fig-tree afar off ;
distant from them. The fig-tree was one
of the most common and valuable trees of
Palestine (Deut. viii. 8), and wasa eym-
bol of peace and plenty, 1 Kings iv. 25.
It grows to a height of about twelve feet, |
with spreadiog branches and large dark.
green leaves, The fruit is purple when |
ripe, with sweet pulp and abuudance of |
small seeds,

Having leaves,

s fruit begins to ap-
poar belore its leaves shoot furth ; hence
the leaves gave promise of f[ruit. The |

The Christian Messenger.

fresh fruit is sbaped like a pear, and
whether fresh or dried is greatly priged. |

If haply he might, ete. To see whether |
be should find wnything thereon. It was |
not for his own information, bat for that |
of his disciples, aud for their good. Ac- '
cording to Matthew the tree was by the |
roadside ; it was therefore lawful l"ur;
travelers to cat of its fruit, ;
He found nothing but leaves ; instead of |
fruit of sowe size, as might have been ex- :
pected from its appearance, ' e

For it was not the season of figs. The |
ordinary season of fize had not arrived, |
The early dig ripened in June, the summer
fig in August, and a later fig sometimes
hung upon the tree all winter, Mark
makee this statement for the information
of hig forcign readers, to show that it-was
not too late for figs, and at the same tiwe
that the development of the leaves was
premature and unoatural, Its eigns were |
false, ils appearance deceptive. It was |
thus an ewblem of the hypoerite, and |
particularly of the Jewish people, with |
their bigh professions, their show ol ritual |
and formal worship, without the fruits of
righteousness, Jer, ii. 21; Luke xiji, 6-9, |
The Jews alone among the nations pru-%
fessed to be worshipers of Jehovah, but |
they were barren of (ruit, |

Verse 14, — Answering the fig-tree,

|
|

{
!

to afford fruit, notwithstanding its preten. |
tious appearance.

Let no maneat. Astrongemphatic, nega- i
tive wish, expressing the will of Jesus re- |
specting the fig-tree, Henceforth, forever,
let no one eat fruit from thee, “There was |
no vindictive feeling connceted with this |
expression, nor any implied in the word
cursed as used by the disciples in ve. 21,
Skeptics bave caviled at the destruction of
property. DBut the fig.tree was by the |
wayside, and probably the property on |
one. It belonged, however, to Jesus, in
the bighest sense, and Le could do as he

pleased with his own, Matt, xx. 15, It |

was barren, and worse than useless ; for it
wight mock the hungry traveler as it bad
bim,

The fig-tree, and its destruction, may
olso be considered}ns a symbol of the spirit.
ual condition and end ol the Jewish nation,

v ¢ b e A o8

the fruitiess or barren fig-tree that is
brought prominently forward in the New
Testawent, in these two instauvces, and in
each is used as a symbol of evil.

His disciples heard it ; and were accord.
ingly impressed by it. -

Verse 20.—Between this verse and ver.
14, Mark records the expelling of the
teaders from the temple,

In the morning. Early in the morning ;
the people came early to hear him in the
Louke xxi. 38. Mark with great exactnees
fixes this incident about to be related upoh
the worning, alter the cuisiog of the fig.
tree.

And passing by [rom Bethany or the
place on Olivet (Lukéxxi, 37) where they
lodged during the night ; they were without
doubt upon the same rond as the morning
before, ver. 12. '

_They saw the fig-tree. Now for the first
time sinoe the previous morniag. '

Dried up fiom the roots. Not merely in
its tender branches and limbe, but in its
trank, and down to its very roots. Very
likely it was stripped of s leaves, and
presented the appearance of a thoroughly.
blasted  tree, dead in root and branch.
From Matthew (xx1, 10) we learn that the
withering beépun immediately alter the
words of Jesusy ** Let no fruit grow,” ete.

Verse 21.— Peter calling to remembrance,
This is one of the epecial references to
Peter in this Gospel, prerenting what was
guing oo in Peter’s mind, which confirms
the common_ opinion that Mark wrote it
under his direction,
~ Master ; or Rabbi, or My Master.

B hoid. The fig-tree which thou didst
curse, ‘Lhis is the ouly place where Jesus
is spoken of as cursing the fig-tree, or in-
deed any object. e cursed the tree, only@
in the sense of devoting it to death, whieh
he had a perfect right to do as Lord of buth
abimate and inaniwmate creation.

Verse 22,— Jesus answers in_a_way best
suited to benefit his disciples.

Have faith in God. A strong expres- |
sion, Hold a steadfast trust and confidence
in God, Here we get one of the desigus
of this wmiracle, -
their faith and prepare them for the trials
belore them,

Verse L3.—Jesus proceeds to teach thew
that through faith they might perform even
greater wiraclee,

This mountain, Probably the Mount
ol Olives, over which they were passing.
It is implied that Jesus could baye removed

4his mountain as well as have dried up the

lig-tree. Compare Z ch. xiv. 4.

The Sea, A geueral expression, the
Dead Sca, the Sea of Galilee, or the Medi-
terranean Sea, being several miles distant,

The kind of faith Jesus describes : Firet
the negative side, shall not doubt in his
heart, without bhesitation or wavering.
Secund, the positive side, shall believe that
what he says comes to pass ; shall 8o believe
that the answer is a present reality, indeed
granted, and as certain as il already ac-
complished.

The exercise of faith in-miracles, as well
a8 in prayer, wmust be in accordance with
the will of God, The mountain may sym-
bolige any great and apparently iosur-
mountable dificulty, Faith is also attend-
ed with works, James ii, 18. And by

- works the wao of tuith often in & measure, |

anewers his own prayers, lle meets these
mountaing of difficulties with an earnest,
active faith, and they disappear before him
as he luborson. See on ch, ix. 2V ; Matt.
xvii. 20,

Verse 24.— Therefore, For this reason,
that faith is esseotial in. obtaining divine

help, and to encourage you, J say o you,

What things soever ye desire when ye
pray:~ ‘L'rue prayer is inspired by God, and
hence will be according o bis will (1 John
v. 14), and in the name of Christ (John

“which silently acknowledged its inability | ziv. 13), and will be answered either in

kind or in cquivalent, 2 Cor, xii. 8, 9,
Matt. xviii. 4.

Relieve that ye receive ; that your request
was granted while in the very act of prayer,
This reading is according to the best eritis
cal authorities, In the preceding verse the
answer of prayer is vividly regarded as o
present fact ; in this as a past fact attend.
ing the prayer itself. Thus Daniel prayed
for the restoration of Jerusalew ; and
Gabriel inforws him, ** At the beginning
of thy supplieation the commandment cume

forth,” that is, * the commandwent to
restore and build Jerusalem,” Dan, ix, 8,
23, 206. While i the net of prayer his
request was granted, and the blessing
sought was received, though many years
were required for its accomplishment.
The faith in God which Jesus was en-
forcing upon his disciples, was somethin
that needed at all times and under o
circumstances. They especially needed it
under the great trials of that week of con-

He would strengthen |-

and of hypoerites in general. It Is only | fiet, sulfering and darkngss.

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

s

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS.

1. Jesus knows what are the demands of
appetite and the infirmities of our nature,
ver. 12 ; Heb. iv: 15. :

2. How great thie danger of tormality and
unfruitfulness in religion. We must bear
frait if we would meet our Lord’s approval,
ver. 13, 14.

3. They who fail to bring forth fruit to
Christ shall forever be given over to bar-
renness and death, ver 14,

4. The vegetable creation is dependent’

on Christ. All will wither if not support-
ed by him, ver. 20. -

5 Jesus is the Lion as well as u.‘é

Lamb, In hiw is exhibited the severity as
well as the goodness of God, ver, 21,

6 How great the importance of faith,
What a privilege and power to the Chris-
tian, ver, 22-24. ’

7. The miracles of Christ should en-
courage us to pray and to believe him, He
is ready to exert the same Almighty power

in_our behall and for bis kingdom, ver, |

22, 23.

8. The arswer to the prayer of faith is
certain and imwedinte, although not always
manilest at onco, ver, 24.— Mighty Work-
er,

Sunpay, November 8th, 1874.—The Two
Commuandments,— Mark xii : 28-34.
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THE CHURCH SPIDER.

The following lines are dedicated to those
whom they may concern :
Two wpiders, so the story goes,
Upon a living bent,
Entered the meeting-house one day,
And hopelully were heard to say,

** Here we shall have at least fuir play,
With nothing to prevent,”

Each chose his place, and went to work ;
Thelight webs grew apace ;

Ouve on the altar spun his thread,

But shortly eame the sexton dread

And swept him off, and so, balf dead,
e sought anotuer place,

“ I'll try the pulpit vext,” said he,
“ There surely is a prize ;
The desk appears so neat and clean,
I'm sure no spider there has been ;
Beeides, how often | have seen
The pustor brushing tlies.”

He tried the pulpit, but, alas !
Ilis hopes proved.visionary ;
With dusting-brush the sexton came,
Aud rpoiled his geometric game,
Nor gave him tiwe nor space to claim
The right gf sanctuary,

At length, half starved, and weak, and lean,
le sought bis forwer neighbor,
Who now had grown 8o sleek and round
He weighed the fraction of a pound,
And lovked as if the-art he'd lound
Of living without labor.

‘““ How is it, friend,” he asked, ¢ that |
Endure such thumps acd knocks,
While you bave grown so very groes ?"'
““ "L'is plain,” he answered ; * not u loss
I've met since first 1 spun ucross
The conwribution-bug.”

J. E. B,
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HEALTH BETTER THAN
WEALTH.

Little Martin - was a poor boy, who had
no father nor mother. lle earned his
bread by going errands, One day, on his
way home, he sat down' to rest, and to eat
his piece of dry bread near the door of an
inn, As he sat there a fine carriage drove
up and the master of the inn cawe out to
serve two gentlemen who were in it.  One
of thew was very young—not wuch older,
than Martio ; and Martio thought to bim-
self that be would like to be in his place.
When be looked at his own crust of bread
and his worn clothes, and then at their
fine things, he could not help saying
aloud ; — *

+ O dear, I wish I bad that young gen-
tleman's grand coasch. 1 wish | could
change places with him.”

The other gentleman, who was the boy's
tutor, heard this, and told it o his pupil,
who made signs to Martin to come to-him,

‘* Bo, little - boy,"” she he, ** you would
like to chavge pleces with we, would
T «

*¢ I beg your pardon, sir," said Martin,”
“1 did not mean any barm by what |
said 7'

‘“ I am not angry,” said the young gen-
tleman; “ I only wish to know if you are
willing to change places with me.”

* O, now you are joking,” said Martin ;
* 0o ove would wish to change places with
me, and walk so many milées ench day, and
have nothing to eat but a dry crust,”

s Well,” said the young man, + I will
give you all I bave, if you will give me all
that you have and that 1 have not.”

Martio did not know what to say; but
the tutor told bim to speak freely,

*“0O yes,” enid Martin theo ; * L will
¢hange places with you.”

4

But when the young gentleman stepped
out, Martin saw thut he was very lame,
His legs were bent so that he had to walk
with crutches, His faco was pale and
thin, too, like that of one who is often ill.
Martin .then began to think that health
was better than a fine carringe,

“ Will you change places with me
now ?” said the youth. * I will give you
all that I have to be strong like you.”

But Martin said, ** O no; not for the
world.”

“1 would gladly. be poor,” mid the
young man, **if I could run likevou ; but
as it is God’s will that I should be lame,
I try to be happy and thankful us I am,’
Church and State. ‘
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EQUAL FRIENDSHIPS BEST,
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Dy Mrs. Prosser,

‘““ Ah! whatever has become of you
lately, Shag ?"’ eried Drover, **I've missed
you after evening shepherding this week or-
more.'t e RRVES

‘* I've been engaged,” said Shag, coldly.

‘““ Engaged ! How ? Wkhere ?"’ maid

‘*“ With e)mpany—the new company at
the great house,” said Shag.

“ Ob, hoh ! What, Crackand Brilliant,
and the rest ?" said. Drover, ;

‘*“ Yes, They scemed to wish for my
friendship, eo I couldn't be uncivil, said
Shag.

“* Very good ; and you are going now ?"'
inquired Drover. * Dun't let me binder
you."

““1 was, You sce, Drover, they are
highbred ; und I think, when an opening
offers, we should always try to improve
ourselves.”

*“ Certainly. A very improving evening
to you,"” eaid Drover, \

“ You think so, don't you ?" said Shag.

‘“ | think the best company is that we

1 get most good from,” said Drover,

* Yes, that s it,” said Shag; ** and Mr.
Crack has such a berutiful way of moving
(action they call it), and Mr, Brilliant is
0 quick and clever, and they are all o
superior one way or another,"

“ Huppy to hear it. But I think your
‘action ' and cleverness are quite suficient
for your way of life. However, plense
yoursell,” said Drover, running on.

‘“ Why, Stag! you here!” he cried, a
few evenings alter. ** I thought you had
cut low company, and were on the improvs
ing plan!”

‘“ Ahem ! I preferred a walk with you
this evening, Drover,” said Shag, looking
rather shy. SRR L

** Very good,” said Drover, ** How are
your friends at the great house "

** Very well, for anythivg 1 know,” said
Sliag. »

“* What ! bave you broken with thew?"
asked Drover,

' Tosay the truth, I was deceived in
them., They are low, ill-bred, conceited
fellows, and I deepise thew ! said Shag,

** When did you find that out?" usked
Drover,

- ** Last night,” said Shag. ** They were
together with Mr. Commodore, the cap-
tain's dog, and when 1 went to theii thof
looked as if they didn’t know me, and Mp,
Crack asked me how it was I wasn't shep-
herding, 8o I walked awoy, and 1 don't
mean to go near thew again,"”

** Then you've dune being improved ?"
said Drover,

** Ob, don't laugh at me,"” said Shag,

‘1 won't; only be advised, and never
expect steady Iriendship out of your own
beat. You may, for some capricious rea-
son, be patronised and kept on suflerance
lor o time, but the merest trifle will be
enough to take away the fuvor in the same
caprice that bestowed it.
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DOES IT PAY TO BE SURLY?

It was only one customer that the surly
man snubbed, The customer asked for ten
cente’ worth of wire. The surly man said
something to him about the trouble of ocut-
ting off so small & piece, and sneored ut
him for being such a swall customer, He
cut it off from the roll ; and the customer
who bad intended to buy some hinges an
bolts, and two or three locks, whioh might
have amounted in all to five dollars, eon-
cluded he would dea) at some other store
for the rest, He paid for his ten cents’
worth of wire, nod pushed on to the next
hardware-store, The surly man did not
even bid him good day,

. That one eustomer seemed a very small
affuir to the dealor, beeause he wanted to
purchase such a limited amount of mer-
chandise, He forgot that & men. does not

ask in one breath ‘for all he quu

R R —
vy

forgot that the small customer of to-dl:.
may be the larger ocustomer of to-mom,:
o forgot that the man who is shahy
treated nt the store scldom returns
unless for somothing which oannoy be
purchased clsowhere He forgot the in.
fluence which each customer curries with
bim for good or ill.

Courtesy brings custom ; and if custom
brings success in business, courtesy
not be negleoted, A man who s Politely
treated at a store is very apt to come Ngain,
and to woention his exporience to his friends,
A man who is radely dealt with s stil)
more upt to-tell- his friends of is, ang to
‘warn them agiinkt the place, '

~Some men have built up large busines,
and have made money, in spite of their
uncivil trentment of people with whoy
they deal.  How much more
bave wade if they had been polite, jt iy
difficult to caleulate. But let overy youy
man  understand that, all things bolng
equal, the courteous business man wi)|

to i,

mako a much botter suocoss £ Saw wopke

than the crusty and illnatured one.— My
Paper.

[ P — e

]
 -———

R ST p—
,

THE GOLDEN RULE. =~

‘““ Be thou n -the fear of the Lord, all the
day long."” Prov. xxiil, 17,

When you think, when you speak, when
you read, when you write,

When you sing, when you walk, when you
seek for delight,

To be kept from all evil, at home and abrond,

Live nlwuys as uodor the eye of the Lrd,

Whatever you think, both in juy wnd in
woe, :

Think nothing you would not like Gud to
know,

Whatever you sy in a whisper or clear

Say nothing you would not hike God t bear,

Whatever you read, though the page may
wllure,

Read nothing of which, you are perfeetly
BuTe, "

Cunnterlnu;iun atonce, would be seen in your

DOK, . ,

[1- God should say solemnly ** Show me the
book !

Whatever you write, in haste, or in heed,

Write nutgmg you would uot like God to
rond;

Whatever you sing, in the midst of your
glees,

Sing nuthing that “God's listening ear can
dieplease,

Wherever you go, never go where you fear

God’s question being nsked you ** What
doest thou here ? »

Whatever the pastime, in which you engage,

For the cheering of youth, or the solace ol
nge, -

Turn away from each pleasure, you'd shrink
from pursuing,

Were ‘iod to ook duwn, and sy, ** What
are you duing."”

— o b -

" THE HUNDRED-POUND NOTE.

Be earcful how you hastily aceure, or
even suspect, persons of erime,  Life is too
short to correct the errors, or repair mis
chiefs, which often result from such »
cuuree,

** A story is told of a banker who missed
a bundred-pound note from bLis safe, e
had placed it there himself, No one had
access to it but a contidentinl clerk, 7The
clerk was churged with the theft, but de-
clared his entire innocence. He bad lgng
served the banker ; no suspicion had ever
before attnched to him. But the wmoney
was gone, and how else eould it have been
removed 7 lle only could enter the sale,
therefure he must have stolen it,  Cireun:
stances were against him, so he was dis-
wissed, The cherge clung to him, He
could ubtain no other situation, and finally
died in disgrace and poverty. Years after
ward the safe 'wus overbauled for repaire,
and there, behind the drawer (rowm which
it bad slipped when placed by the owner,
wad the hundred-pound note. Yet, every
one at the time belivved the clerk guilty,
%ecnuse no other reason could be found for
the disappearance of the money, Similar
experiences are covstantly oecurring.”

The day of judgment will reveal o great
many such oaser, where the innoeent have
suffered wrongtully,  And what shall be
the fate of the authors of such wrongs ?
It Is best to judge not, lest we be judged,
~=to judge nothing before the time, till the
Lord come, who shall bring both to light
the hidden things of durkness, and mani-
fest the eounsels of the hearts,

O o
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Dr. John - Hall, remarking that in Eog-
land they. distinguish people inty two
classes, Churghmen and Dissenters, thinke
that in Amerion they might be divided into
Churchmen and Absenters, ¢

Mrs. Naonie Lewellyn, of Toxas, »
widow, thirty-five years of age, has been
recoived by the foreign mission board of
the Southern Baptist Convention, as & wis-

sionary to Chion.
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