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For the Christian Mcssonger, 

COLD WATER AT THE CRYSTAL PALACE, 

BY MRE, HUNT MORGAN, 

| begin my story by the announcement, 

in timeshonored formula, that ** tho twenty. 

third of July dawned in cloudless beauty.” 

Well, so it did ; and if the phrase is old- 

(wshioned, the fact was an. agreeable one 

to the thousands who had for months been 

looking forward with pleasant antioipations 

kingdom, our ** Bands of Hope" were to 

gather, in order to form one splendid assem. 
bly at the Crystal Palace at Sydenham, 

that-poeition, to fill. which our anceatress, 

Iive, was specially created; and had, for 

lio Mission-work, principally among the 
British soldiers and sailors, many of whom 

had been thus induced to join our Tempe- 
rance Soorety, and to form little military 
vw Bands of Hope * tor their children ; their 
wives; too; attended my ** mothers’ meet. 

ings,” 80 that T was considered as a general 
friend among the uniforms, ; ¢ 

At an early hour on this Summer morn- 
ing, the excursionists began to gather at 
the Portsmouth railway station, from which 

several #pecinl trains were to start for the 
Crystal Palace. In order to prevent con- 
fusion, carringes Ind been pro.engnged hy 
our local Temperance Secretary, for the 

members of the sceiety, and as I passed 
down the platform 1 observed three carrine 
ges labelled : 

OU POR MEMBERS OF THE BAND OF nore." 

Three more bore a similar card, with the 

notice : 

FOR THE ARMY AND Navy.” 

Soon our friends began to collect around 

the doors of their respective carriages, 
waiting fur them to be opened by the offi. 
oils, The brilliant searlet uniforms of the 

Royal Marine Laght lofantry, mingled with 
the red of the Fusiliers, formed a picturesque 
contrast to the olive-green of the Rifles, 

Marine Artillery ; while our sailors, in their 
blue and white, were running about every. 
where with the overbrimming joyousness 
peculine to ** Jack ashore.” Several were 
accompanied by neat, bappy-looking wives, 

and rosy children ; the latter, dressed in 

white or light, pretty colors, glowing with 
delight that at last the day was come, and 
they were ** going to sing at the Crystal 
Palnce !" 

Among the earliest arrivals was a young 
naval officer, whom I had frequently heard 
mentioned in the dressing-rooms of several 
young lady acquaintances as, ** a bear" 
“horridly impolite,” with sundry other 
epithets of an equally complimentary na- 
ture. Indeed, it was stated that not only 
was Mr, Ericson totally useless in a ball 
room, but also exceedingly diflicult to be 
focured as an escort ; and when, by rare 
chance, captured for the latter duty, the 
reluctant fair one committed to his protee. 
tion, considered herself doowed to very un. 
interesting socloty ; inasmuch as it never 
seemed to veour to -his mind, that a’lady 
could not put on her own shawl, or that 
tho would expect him to carry her pretty 
toy-reticule, pick up her glove, or gratify 

ber vanity by uice little speeches suggestive 
of admiration on his part, Nay, it was 
even suid that a double knock at his moth. 
er's front door would send him flying from 
the drawing room ; and this aseertion was 

Supported by the testimony of more than 
one young lady, who deposed to the fuct of 
having seen a vision of Her Majesty's uni. 
orm disappearing in some distant dogrway, 
Us the visitor was admitted at the principal 
entrance, Vainly bad I, on more than one 
Ubcusion, attempted to defend this much 
tlandered individual, by declaring, that in 
bis intercourse with me he had invariably 
tvinced the qualities of n gentleman, not 
those of a * bear,” The reply from my 
gry yourg friends was sure to be, ** 0! 
Of course! Miss Hunt is certain to say 
ho is » gentleman, because he goes to 
that Ragged School of hers, and helps her 
With her soldier's meetings ! But then she 
diesn't frighten him ; she is only a quiet 
little old muid, quite satisfied if a gentle: 
mn will talk to ber about her Temperance 
Weetings ; while anybedy who will also 
Pitronise the dirty little wretches sho picks 
Up out of the gutters, at once becomes a 
hero in her eyes!” 

I remembered all this, ak the young offi. 
SF came up to greet me on the platform ; 
“0d observed him then, passing from one 
* another of the wen, with a kind word 

08 wero opened, he stood on the step of 
one, “oarctally helping in the soldiers’ 
wives, handing about two or three babies 
quite neatly, and tossing in the elder chil. 

pdren in a genial way that drew forth many 
a silvery laugh from cur little friends. One 
or two other aristooratio members of our 
society could not saorifice their dignity so 
far a8 to ride * third class i" but Mr. 
Firicson took his seat on the uncushioned 
board, with an air of great contentment, 
and unde himself generally usoful through. 
out the day. 1, according to my usual cus. 
tom on occasions of this kind, left my more 
exclusive acquaintance to the enjoyment of 
their ** first-class ** comforts, and took my 
place among those who so woll deserve their 
country’s grateful regard, for whose welfare 
wy heart was deeply interested, and to 
many of whom the Lord had already made 
me-a-menns of blessing. PRA) 

It was somothing thrilling to hear those 
manly voices raised in singing hymns of 
praire to God, as our train rolled onward, 
flinging on the rushing breege the echoes of 
heavenly musio, 
Wo had Yo pause several times during 

the journey for regular passengers— having 
to pass us, and on such oocasions were 

these seasons of waiting wae too prolonged 
for the patience and holiday-epirits of the 
exoursioniste ; and a tempting green bunk 
by the rond-&ide seemed to invite them to 
alight, But how was this to be accowp. 
lished 7 The curetul railway-officials had, 

in nocordance with their general rule locked 
the doors, Small im pediment this, to wen 

who were accustomed to elimb the rigging ; 

and no sooner was the iden suggested, than 
all tho lively # Jack Tare ™ were tumbling 
out ol the windows, Lead over heels ; while 

the suldiers fullowed somewhat more stiffly 
greatly to the amusement of the grinning 
railwaymen, who evidently. appreciated 
the fun, In a few minutes after this esca- 
pade, a sailor from the next carriage put 
his head in at our window, inquiring if 
“ Miss Hunt and Mr, Ericson wouldn't like 
to get out for a bit, because we're going to 
stop here some pretty good while, they 
say." 
We ohjected that probably the doore 

would not be allowed tw be unlocked, and 

“an exit by way of the window was not pre- 
cisely to our taste, personally, although we 
had nothing to say aginst the performance 
ns executed by any who liked it, 

“ 0! dear me, no, of course, Miss, wo 

didn’t think of getting you out that way,” 
replied the Blue Jacket, looking shocked 
at being supposed capable of such a sug. 
gestion’; ** but | fancy all these doors can't 
be locked !" | 
A counsel was held, and, by some strange 

coincidence, one door in each earringe was 

suddenly found unfustened. [ could not 
helpsuspecting a little good-natured smugg- 
ling on the part of our official jailors, Our 
naval nnd wilitary Iriends then issued a 
general invitation that **-the ludigs'' would 
descend from their close quarters to enjoy 
a ** breath of fresh air ;*' wod their smiling 
wives gladly stepped out on the green sward, 
(N..B. Every well-conducted woman is **a 
Indy” in the estimation of a British soldier 
or sailor.) 

Presently the porter came hy, with a 

shout of ** take yer seats !'" and there was 
a general rush, amid which the request 
reached me that I would now spend some 
time in the next earringe;, the man who 

preferred the petition, adding, us an induce- 
ment, ** Several of the men have got their 
wives there, Miss, and | know you always 
want to do the women good," 

So I went, and-at the succeeding stopp- 
ing place, the occupants of No, 3, said that 
it Was now their turn, and they ** hoped 
Mies Hunt would visit them, Thus, con- 
versing and singing hymns, we at length 
reached our rg WY pi were soon 

scattered over the beautiful grounds of the 
Palace. Teetotalers had already won a 
triumph there phat day, having obtained an 
order that no intoxicating drink should be 
sold on the ground during the whole day. 
OF course wany visitors were present, who 
were not teetotalers, nnd the remarks over. 
heard by us as coming from them were ex 
tremely diverting, One old gentleman was 
heard to grumble that we were going to 
have all the fountains set playing for our 
amusement at three o'clock,and he ‘*should 

think that would be cold water enough for 
ue!" A rosy faced countryman in vain 
implored the smiling waitress at one of the 
refreshment-tables to give him *‘ a pint o 
beer,” She cally offered him a glass of 
lemonade. Delicate ladies, nocustomed to 
their sparkling wine, had to do without it, 
#0 long ae they trod the soil that, for one 
day, was our own ; and great was our jubi. 

Or ouch ; and when, at length, the carting: lation, as we listened to the amiable ani: 

$ 

“shunted” on to a “siding.” One of 
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madversions on the bigotry of ** those diss | + Since | lst wrote, we have had some 
agreeable temperance people,’ or ¢* them 
there stoopid teetotalers,.” 

At three, all the fountains sent up o 
magnificent grand jew ; and alter this, a 
grand procession of the various Tempe. 
rance Societies was formed, ** Goud Temp. 
lars,” + Rechabites,” ** Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Temperance,” and * Bands of 
Hope,” with wany other sections of the 
noble whole, started forward with gay re- 
ghlin, and escorted by bands cf musio, 
waving colors; and all the glory of ** pomp 
and circumstance.” . 
But alas! alas! The sky, hitherto eo 

blue, gathered sudden blackness ; muttered 

thunder grew every moment more distinot, 
until the storm burst with one mighty rour 
over the Palace of glass, 

" Down poured the pitiless rain, drenching 
‘with remorseless torrent, velvet “inNignia 
and silken banner, #o that our grand parade 
broke into a general ** skedaddle.” 1 have 
-recently seen, in an American paper; that 
some savant has claimed a Greek origin for 
that very expressive term for an uttér rout, 
Whatever it may be in origin, I know it was 
on this occasion, . British in practise ; for 
we atl ran to the nearest shiolter, yet even 
80, not escaping a mont thorough soaking, 
but clasping our colors still to our hearts, 
by enthusiastically proclaiming that + Tee. 
totalers did not ensily take cold !™ 
As I had engaged to visit the camps at 

Aldershot, and was to reach it by the even. 
ing tein from Sydenham, I sought the 
waiting-room us soon us possible, hoping to 

L change my wot dress, Vain hope! no ane. 
commodation for such need was found in 
tho dey Ot 3 and although wy train was an. 
nounced to leave nt six, yet it was ten o'clock 
before [ had the pleasure of seeing it puff 
up to the platform, All those hours 1 had 
tostand In my dripping attire, ‘a subject of 
great anxiety to my gallant fricnds of the 
army wnd navy, who were as much dis- 

wayed at the thought of my night journey, 
a8 at the wetting | bad had. Some of our 
Aldershot soldiers who were to have formed 
my cscort had failed to meet we in the 
orowd and confusion ; but at length, one of 
wy sailor friends found a worthy sergeant 
about to return to camp, personally un. 
known to me, but who readily undertook 
to consider hiwsell' responsible for my 
safety, 

At one in the morning, I arrived at Al. 
dershot, and my military guard, having 
“revogniz:d on the train one of the ohap- 
laine and his wile, banded me ovor to their 
keeping on the platform of the dey ot, 
So ended the Sydenham holiday ; and the 

warm reception gecorded, me in the camp 
by both old [riends and new, soon made me 
temewber only the agreeable incidents bf 
the expedition ; although I laugh even yet, 
when I think of the accounts which ap- 
peared in the journals, respecting the 
“Crystal Palace Fére,” when * the l'eeto- 

talers had it all their own way, and treated 
the visitors to plenty of cold watep !” 

ea 

For the Christian Messenger, 

FROM ROME, ITALY. 

Rung, Serr, 21sr, 1874, 

A State paper recently published among 
‘the official Acts of the lwlian Parlinment 
(atti officiati della Camera, No, 817,) gives 
a table of the suppressions and seizures of 
religious houses etlected between the years 
1800 and 1874. According to this official 
return, the religious corporations have 

been deprived of a patrimony amounting to 

13 400,620 lire, (5 lire are equal to one 

dollar) which consisted of estate subject to 
conversion to tho value of 0,240,604 lire; 

and of other revenues amounting to 7,158,. 
425 lire, The value of tho estates of cor 
porations liable to conversion and seized up 
to the 31st December, 15873, was 23 440,. 

666 lire. That of corporations suppressed 
by the law of August 15th, 1807, was 15, 
608,413 lire. The total loss sustained hy 

the Catholie Chureh by conversions and 
suppressions of property up to the begin. 
ning of the present year is estimated at 
52,636,080 lire of annual income, Accord- 
ing to the value or price realised by sales, 
the total sum ol the church estates seized 
up to the end of the past year was 049, 
208,434 lire,- Of this sum the Government 
appropriated no less an amount than 630, 
602,200 lire, The editor of a leading 
prper in thie city remarked the other day 
that ie was surprized that no English or 
Awcrioan speculators came to Rome to 
buy property, It sells at a very low Agure, 
end may in five years be worth twenty 
times what it sells for, 

Rev. Mr. Wall* in one-of his reports to 
the English Baptist Missionary Society, 
BUYS 

‘ministers too, 

very interesting meetings, Easter Sunday 
six were received into the Church, They 
had nll been baptized the week before, 
One was the wife of Signor Grassi, This 
wis a very great, source of pleasure and 
conrolvfon to him. Another was a young 
man who had been for some time connected 
with the Wesleyans » he was convinced bap. 
tism wad right, and came forward doter- 
minded to follow in the steps of his Lord and 
Master Jewus Christ.  IHewspoaks well, and 
wo hope will be useful in the cause ol 
Christ. We tound it much too warm to 
hold the Lord's-day nnorning service up. 
stairs, 50 we came down for the first time 
that day ; it was a time of blessing to all 
present. We had a vongregation of more 
thae.a hundred persons ; more than bal 
of these Christians, 

‘“* On Monday (Easter Monday) we held 
an Agnpé at a very quiet wayside ion ; 
about eighty present. The deacons had 
prepared a root to hold a service, so, at 11 
o'clock A M,i, wo sang and prayed together. 
Several poke ; and after this we had the 
Lord's Supper quite in primitive style. I 
think all felt the sweet presence ol Jesus 
was with us. A young man who had been 
surpended from the Church came back that 
‘morning, confessed publicly his sin before 
the Church, and asked, with tears, to be 
received again, - At 2 p, Mm, we had a very 
simple dinner under a straw shed, and 
after this walked to a retired spot, about 
-a mele. larther .on, where all sat on, the 
on and held a little prayer meeting, 
‘he singing attracted several to the spot, 
and we trust good was done, We returned 
home about 5 p. m., after a very profitable 
and pleasunt day, Ooe poor womau has 
since told me sho never spent such a happy 
dny in her life, and that ste had reason to 
thank the Lord for premitting her to go, 
Sunday last | heard, with pleasure, that 
tho mistress of our houses had given her 
Testament to her sacta (dress maker), and 
that she, with her husband, read it regu- 
[arly every eveuing, She has given up 
oing to wass, and says she will no more 

listen to what the priosts say, but she will 
take God's Word as her guide.” 

Acurding to a local paper, the sanitary 
statistion for this wonth show a large in. 
crease of attacks of fever (rom malaria, lo 
10 duys 1 147 sick persons were received 
inty the Hospital of 8. Spirito alone ; 900 
of whom had fever from malaria, and came 

into Rome from that horrid desert, called 

the Campagna, A great many cases are 
also reported within the walls, especially 
in the neighberhood of the streets where 
the new sewers are being laid down, 

W. N. Core. 

-—- 

For the Christian Messenger, 

Dear Editor,~— | 

| am glad to agree with * Massillon " 
whenever 1 can; aud so | say, with him, 

‘ folly needs shooting as it flies; no matter 
whether its perch bea pulpit ora plattorm;" 
and I would ask the liberty of extending 
this short list of the names of places where 
“filly '* rests ber weary wings, by saying, 
‘ shoot her as she flies" even though she 
should be found on a bench, or bar, or bush, 

It is evident thut * Massillon’ has 

really consecrated himself nlresh to the 
noble work of improving the preachers, 

-| This is » great work, and to the purpose ; 

that it shall be done, and done well, ** let 

wll the people say amen!" yon, and the 
Yes, * Massillon” will 

‘assist in perfecting” the man in the 
pulpit, though he should ** lessen his soli 
sufficiency.” The less the brother has of 
that elewent hiweelf, the, more successtul 

he will be in removing it from the preach. 

ers, As he has given himsell for a little 

to the work of picking wotes from the 
professional eyes of the clergymen, it will 
not hinder him, but it will greatly help him, 
should he * take a beam or two out of his 
own eyes.’ 
Editor, that this is a rule from the old 

Book, 

But it strikes me that ** Massillon’ 
betraye a special liking for this peculiar 
work, Be it #0 or not, let him take the 

first preacher that he chances to weet, and 
himself, and reduce the sell-sufliviency of 
both every day for a year, and my word for 
it, his experience, either in the one ase or 
the other, will be that of the eagle in 
Grecinn mythology and that of the fut kine 
in Latin poetry, ‘The voracious bird that 
returned ench day to Prometheus, chained, 
found his liver as large as it was before he 
took his supper off it the evening before ; 
and Virgil's thriving cattle that left their 
dewy beds, as the day returned, saw the 
succulent grass as high as it was the pre- 
ceding morning, 
The advised purpose of this new arrival 

and recent acquisition to the staft of in. 
structors to clergymen, is to do them essen- 
tial service in things great and In things 

His method smacks a little of war 
and smells somewhat of blood ; but what of 
that, the means are thoroughly sanctified by 
the end—ministers perfected, It will re- 
quire not a little nerve and not an ordinary 
effort, on the part of the congregated Dap- 
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You will bear in mind, Mr. 
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tist clergymen, to keep ealm, so that their 
teachableness shall be in ite best condition, 
when ** Massillon '' enters among them for 
the first time. If it were to be ‘simply a 
lesson in syllable quantity, in voealtone, 
in accent, in pronunciation, and in repe- 
tition, oruel to the refined ear drum of the 
cultured, and overmuoh refined, then the 
ppor clergymen could command their 
spirits to undisturbed quietness, could take 
their lessons, and, wuech profited, bow 
themselves gratefully out of the presence of 
their gratuitous, solf-constituted professor ; 
but the references and hints lead us to 
expect more than all this ; armed with 
overy- imaginablo weapon, from the flesh: 
cleaving thong of ** satire "to the Da- 
moecus blade of criticism, he proposes 
'* onslaught "'—*¢ bone peeling,” the feshe 
ing of his sword in quivering ** sensibilities.” 
Ah, we have concluded that he is the high 
priest of the people who blow their trumpets ~ 
at every street corner, and call on the 
passers by to stop and hear that they are 
plain men, frank, outspoken characters. 
These wre the pia; fikithful men, who ean 
bear the point of their lances ring on the 
bone and not feel [nintness about their 
iearts | they oan soe tender ** sonsibilitics 
wounded "* and bleeding, and carry about 
unmoistened cheeks. Ah, good is done, 
and that is the comfort of it, But what of 
their unconcea led satisfaction when they 
ure sometimes teen to laugh ** consumed. 
ly" as they tell of their feats and exploits 
in giving ** raps ** and performing ** take. 
downs,” There isa book that refers to 
taking in a large draught of spiritual 
ity and weekness, to refresh and molify 
the soul withal before, discharging these 
duties, 

In the second paragraph of his second 
article, ** Massillon” seems to regard the 
pulpit,as & place for rigorous, vigorous, ¢on- 
tests In dinlcotios ; and the preacher isa loser 
withal because he gets no muscle, no_nerve 
in bard encounters with stout antagonists. 

| That is ** something new under the sun.” 
The new meghod of the boat-matching, 
race running, gauntlot-throwing, tilt and 

| tournay character.- Whether the Samson 
ian preachers who might be reared nnder 
this severe training would best represent the 
week and lowly Master whose gospel they 
are to herald, and whose ways they are to 
follow, and whose sympathies they are to 
olerish, and to cultivate in othere, remains 

to bo proved. The little matter of cone 
soling the afllioted, of warming and at 
tracting the hearts of the unrenewed, and 
of being vossels—carthen vessels—in which 
nll the great things, good things, and the 
pleasant things of the glorious gospelare to 
be served out to hungry, perishing souls, 
should also.be taken into the account, The 
minister may need vinegar, but he needs 

honey ; he may have service for rope-cord 
muscle, for withering irony, for clanging 
steel, but he will also find frequent use for 
the ** balm of consolation," for meckness 
and the quiet power ‘‘ to love the more, 
the less he is loved,” and to teach the 

people to do the same, 

© Trenchant blades * and ** bones laid 
bare ' and * lashes freely falling,” have 
never done much as yet, in the pulpit. 
The carnest speech, the unctuous soul, the 

living, yearning sulicitude for the edification 

of believers and fur the salvation of the 
lost, have done more for the church and 
the world, than ever cutting blades, and 

eracking lashes, and thuvder and smoke 
and battles of logie have ever done; and 
the celebration of their victories included, 

But the little school master-business of 
* Massillon ” is really needed, and will do 
good, Let us have more of it, Let us get 
our nccounts right, our ins straightened 
out into ings, and our w mollified into its 
various sounds, ranging all the way from 
the suubby jerk in public, to the duloet 
note in dew, But advice wont buy die 
tionaries, neither will it take the poor 
minister abroad to bear good speakers and 
to brush up his speech and manners. 
“There was a cobbler had a cow, 

And he bad naught to give her, 
He took his pipe and played a tune, 
And bid the cow consider, 
The eow considered with herself, 
That ound would never feed her.” 

Mr. Editor, | saw something like this 
once in the Seoteh didlect, you will accept 
it in the plain English dress, 

You may give the poor preacher your 
windy words of advice, and keep the #ilver 
in the till, but that will not polish his. 

speech and habits. It will however, keep 

him rowing like a slave in the galley, to 
the music of the plash of his own oar, 
The little supplication from ** Massillon * 

to be mereitul to over sensitive ears, comes 
with a refreshing touch of the ridiculous 
and absurd, after all the blood and thunder 
of backs lashed, bones revealed between the 
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