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The Two Commandwents,—Mark xii:
28-34. ‘
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GoupeN Texr.—* Love.is the fulfilling
of the Taw.” Romans xiii. 10,

Coumir ro Memory : Verses 20-31,

Soumary —Love God with all thy heart,
and thy neighbor as thyself’; and so fulfill
the law.

Avarvsis, =1, The question cnmc;éd.
Vo, 28-31. 1. The answer commended,
Ve 32-34,

e s —

ExrositioN,= Introductory, — Qur last

__lesson took up into the last week of Christ's.

ministry—the ** passion week.,” We left
him and the twelve on Tuesday worning,
of that week, still standing by the withered
fig-troe, which now spoke in solémn em.
phinsis of tho ouree which- the unbelieving
nation was 80 soon to experience in conse-

and incurable destitution of God's righte.
ousncee, Immediately after they pursued
their way to Jerusalom, and entered the
temple in which the day wae, in part,
¢pent in dealing with the hostile leaders of
the Jews, answering their subtle and wali-
cious questionings, and laying open their
sin, the righteous principles of God's gov-
eroment, and the doom which impended
over them. xi. 27-33 ; xii. 1-27.

Verse 28.— And one of the scribes came.
Called by Matthew, **a lawyer” (xxii,
35), one who was by profession an ex.
pounder of the Jewish law, He may have
suspected, or even believed, that Christ
was un imposter, and bence both wished
and expected to expose him, but unlike the
majority ot those who seat him, he was
not determined to put him down, imposter
or no” imposter, Having Aeard them rea-
soning. COhrist and the Sadducees. The
word translated ‘‘reasoning,” means ‘‘ques
tioning together,” carrying on a discussion
in which question nnd ansier had a large

them well.  The Pharisece were glad eoough
to have: their opponents, the Sadduceer,
silenced on points of doctrine, which, like
that just under discussion between Christ
and the Sadducees, separated the two sects,
Asked Aim. From this acoount be would
scemn to bave asked of his own will.
Which is the first commandment of al?
More exactly, ** What kind of command.
ment is first of all?” We are informed
that the Pharisces were divided into rival
school, in part, by the question as to the
relative importance of the commandments ;
08 to which wore the most iwportant, and
what it was whioh gave the superior iw.
portance, and ulso that ** the Jews enumer-
ated six hundred and thirteen ordinances ;
three hundred and sisty.five” probibitious,
according to the daye of the year; two
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be regarded not as a separate command.
ment, nor a8 & part of the first comwand-
went, but ae the toundation of them all ;
and more immediatoly of those of the first
table. Duty to God underhies duty to man,
Thou shait love the Lord thy God with all
thy Aeart, oto. Christ aime to give not
two from a multitude of precepts which
differ simply in degree, but to give the two
whioh compaehend all precepts, to give the
principle which gives life and meaning to
every precept. Two ohief points are
brought out ; firet tAe nature of the com-
mandwent, It is Jove. The second is the
degree of the love, It is supreme. The
latter point is made very emphatio, It is
to be with ** heart,” ** soul,” ** mind,"
and ** strength "' ;. four ~ words which, to-
gether, are .intended to express the sum of
all our power, of feeling, intellect and
will, It is to be with “all"™ the heart,
‘“all ” the soul, eto. This is the first
sake of ewmphasie, that this ia the first.
Verse 31.—The second is lhike, namely
this, For * like, namely this,” anuther
reading is ** like this ®; that is, the second
commandment is similar to the first, kin.
dred with it, baving the same principle

the words ** like,” and ** this.” The Greek
has no article before ** second,'’ as in vss.
29, 30 it has none before *‘ firet.” This
givea us nearly the following thought : ‘‘we
have as first,” ** we have as second.” Thou
shalt love thy meighbor as thyself. The
similarity or aheness of thia to thé preced-
ing comwandwent appears (1) in the
identity of the principle~vrove; and (2)
in the taot that this is the all*comprebend-
ing principle of man-ward duties, as it is
of God ward duties, The wide distinction
botween the two is found in the degree or
measure of love to be accorded. In the
first it was supreme; in.thie it is simply
impartial, or equal to others as to self, and
to self as to others, By ** neighbor ™ we
bere understand a fellow-man, any and
every human being, nocording to Christ's
teaching ia Luke x. 20-37, and to enlight.
ened reason. This law enjoine self-love
implicitly, as-it does love of uthers explicit.
ly, and with reason ; for it is the nature
of man that carries the obligation to love,
and our own pature, like that of others, ie
bumap, - That wo are to love aull men,
even the most wicked and debased, even
our pereonal enemies, with a love whioh,
in its inner principle, is the same with
our love to God, does mot imply that we
are to love the wickeduness of the wicked,
or be pleased with the enwmity of our
poemies. It is ** the mind of Christ,” the
love with which God loved the loet, and
which has given to us the cross of Christ,
‘and the eterval redemption. This moral
love is far more profound end comprehens
sive than mere natural affection by which
we are bound together in special temporal
relations, It is not to be confounded with
such affeotion, although this is its earthly
type, and is by it wost fostered and be-
friended, Witness the homes and the land
where the gospel is most effective. So,

|

huodred and twenty-eight comwandwments,
according to the parts of the budy,” No |
wonder Paul gave the cwution found in
Tit. Qil, 9, This was just the question fur
8 Jewish **lawyer " to ask, & question in
' casuistry.”  Such questions naturally
epriog up in abundavce where attention is
directed largely to the externals of moral.
ity, for often one precept or rule will in-
fringe upon another. Luke giii, 13 Jobo |
vii, 22,

Verse 20.—Jesus answered Aim, He
sometimes declined to answer, but never
because he felt unable to reply, xi, 33
The centuries past give proof that Chris-
tianity cun, and will, withstand all hostile
attacks, The first of all the commandments
is. He thus recogrizcs a natural priority
or superiority of one commundment to
another. JHear, O Israel; the Lord our
God is one Lord. Quoted from Deut. vi.
4. Itisin substance the introduction to
the ten commandwents, ws given in Ex,
xx. 2. Not given by Matthew xxii, 87.
Another translation which ‘it adwits, and
which some prefer is, ** Hear, O Israel ;

too, the operation of uniyersal and im.
partial Juve to man gives full room for all
that is in nature special and separate, and
not only allows, but requires, that each
take speciul care of those epecially related
and entrusted to bhim, and that the rights
of property, eto,, be maintained. It will
purifly and promote business, not under
wine and destroy jt. There is none other
commandment greater than these. Nor oo

have here their life-principle, and are
were applicatione of one or other of these
two,

Verse 32, 33.~The answer struck the
Scribe, as it bas all honest wen.

Verse 34.—Not far from the kingdom,
ete. But not in it; a great difference.

QursaTions —Where did we last week
leaye Christ? xi. 12-14, 20. Where did
he go frum that place? x1.27. Huw did
he spend bis time in the Temple ? xi,
27-xil. 27,

Ve, 28. Who is here said to have come
to Christ? Culled what 10 Matthew xxii.
135, Why did he come? Va. 34; Mate

the Lord [in Iebrew, Jehovah) is our
God'; the Lord is Une® The nuture ol
God and bis relation to man together con-
stitute the foundation of woral law and
obligation, Because Jehovah, the self ex-
istent, unchangeable, etoraal Person is our

-—God, the God of us, owoning us with an

abeolute owncrship as our Creator, Pre-
server, Beoeluctor, our All, it is his to
enmmand, and ours 10 obey ; and because
be is not wany gods, but one God, the
question of the autbority of morsl precepts
is not as with the polytheist, & question as
w which of the gode commands. It is to

xxil, 35, What question did he put?
| What is eaid by Paul in Tis. iii, 97 Why
| would the Pharisecs be likely to make
.Pmmtnons such questions ? Matt, xxiii,

«3-28.

Ve, 20. Did Jesur refuse to answer his

uestioners? xi, 33; Matt., xxvi, 62
Qbe? Matt. vii. 6. Did Obrist in this
anewer quote from the Old lestawent ?
Deut. vi. 4, 5, It not, why should Chries
have quoted them ?

Vu. 30, What does Chriet give as the
firet commandwent? What is meant by
the words, ** with all thy heart,” eto. ?
Why should we love God? Why love him
supremely ? ‘What dutics are required by
the firet table of the Decalogue? Ex. xsx.

|

o

8‘110
duties ?

Does love to God include all tho:g

Ve, 81. What is given as the second
dommandment? To whom do we owe the
duties of the second table of the Decalogue ?

Luke x, 20-37. Why should we love all

Ex. xx. 12-17. Whs is our neighbor ?

men? Gen. i, 26 How ean we hate

commandment, He here repeats, for the|

- eseentintly.  Auother-reading-omte- boths| .

a level with them, since all other precepts |

wickedoess, and love the wicked ? Jobhn

iii. 10. . Difference between selfishness and
self-love ? :

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher,
Sunpav, November 15¢A, 1874.—~Hypo-
erisy and Piety. — Mark xii. 88-44.

A T —— ) ———

‘ %npthﬁ’_é}ﬁétt&wt.

OLD RYE'S SPEECH.-

1 was made to be eaten,
And not to be drank,

To be thrashed in a barn,
Not soaked in a tank.

_lcome as a blessing,
When put through the will ;
As a blight and a curse
When run through a still,

¢ Make me up into loaves,
And your children are fed ;
Bat if 10t drink,
.1 starve thew instead, .

Io bread, I'm a servant,
The eater shall rule ;
In drink, I aw a waster,
T'he drinker a fool.

Then remember the warning ;
My strength I'll employ ;

If eaten, to strengthen,

1t drank, to destroy.
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AN INTELLIGENT DOG.

Ao incident that—reoently occurred in
this city reminds ue foreibly of Byron's
eulogy on his dog, wherein he says :

" e Mun's firmest friend,
First to welcome and*tforemost 1o defend.”

A fawily residing near the railroad al-
lowed the girl, aged five years, to play about
the yard of their residence on pleasant duys
with a Newloundland dog. One day the
child ran away—all children do so—and in
ber wanderings about was accompanied by
the dog, who apparently felt in duty bound
to see that no harm befell her. It seems
that the two came to a railroad crossing ;
that a train was coming, and it looked a
little dangerous. The dog saw the danger,
and quickly seized the little miss by the
skirts of her drese, and being the etronger
of the two pulled her back upon the side-

_walk, and stood over her until the train had

passed. ‘The little miss scolded and kicked
his shins; but he didn't let her up till the

danger had passed, when be trudged on
behind her as though nothing had bappeued.
Nashua Telegraph., .

L ae—-—-—

WORKING FOR-JESUS.

s — . e —

A preacher in England was once talking
about the heathen, and telling how much
they nceded Bibles to teach them of Jesus.
(o the congregation was a little boy who
becawe intensely interested. He wished to
belp buy Bibles for the heathen. But he
and his wother were very poor; and at
firet he was puzzled to know how to raise
the money.

Fioally he bit upon the plan. The
people of England used rubbiog, or door
stofies, for polishing their hearths and
soouring their wooden floors. These stoncs
are bits of marble or freestone, begged from
the stone-cutters or marble-workers.

Thie little boy had a favorite donkey
named Neddie. He thought it would be
nice to have Neddie belp in the benevolent
work. S0 he harnessed bim up, and loaded
him with stones, and went around ealling,—

** Do you want any door stones ?*'

Belore lung be raised filteen dollars. And
then he went to the minister and said,—

** Plesse, sir, send this money to the
heathen.”

‘* But, my dear little fellow, I must have
& nawe 10 uoknowledge it.”

The lad heeitated, as if be did not un.
derstand. ** You muet tell me your name,”
repeated the minister, ** that we way know
who gave the money.

“ 0, well, then, sir, please put it down
to Neddie and we ; that will do, wont it,
oir " iy
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THINGS TEMPORAL.

A baby-boy, propped up with cushions,
was eagerly reaching after his little toys.
On the couth beside him sat a little sister,
just cnough older to feel very wowanly and
Important as she '* amueed the baby.”
She blew his whistle fur bim, shook bis
rattle, and wade the mookey climb the

stick ; then, as baby laughed. werrily at

—

seemns such a great matter to them ; but

| & few years hence !" .

-them aright? Ouly by trusting ourselves

each performance, she smiled up at her
mother, and said : * O mamma, fsr’t he a
funny, silly little fellow, to laugh at such
hitle things 7 . pniypiie .

A few years flew by, and the little sister
was almost. grown up, and felt hersolf
really 8 woman now ; while the baby.boy,
whow she had once amused, was a sturdy
lad, taller and stronger than herself. The
brother and sister were preparing for an
excursion upon which they hud been sott-
ing their hearts for weeks. The® young
girl, radiant with hope and expectation,
was eagerly inquiring of all around as to
the prospect of a pleasant day; while her
manly brother, although he tried to seem
unconcerned, was evidently as much in-
terested in the matter as she.

** Ob, 1 do #0 hope nothing will bappen
to disappoint vs !" cried the girl, in-a tune
which veemed te imply that such a disap.
pointment would be very, very hard to
endure. And the elders of the family
‘smiled oh the impatient young people, and
said among themselves : * This excursion

how little they will care for such pleasures

Theee elder people felt themselves very
grave and wite ua ‘they ‘spoke- thus; and
turned away to their own busy cares and
duties—the real, grown.up cares and bur.
dens of life. But, dear children, only
think ! Over these same grave and care-
ful ones the angels might at this mowment
have been bending, and saying in tones of
pity and regret: ‘* Ah, how is it that
they can be so taken up with these trifies,
which perish with the using, and think so
little of the unending life, sv near ut
hand !" '

Let us stop a moment, and try to realize
this, for it is certainly true. 'The most
important work and studies and business,
which concern this life only, and with
which so many are filling.up their hearts
and livesy are but *‘ things tewporal,”

But they seem so absorbing, these
things that are around ue, and through
which we are passing, and the things of
another life seem to us so faint and far-off
and unreal ;—how shall we learn to value

unto God ; to be led and taught nnd guided
by hjm. If Le is ** our ruler and guide,”
we may hope that we shall ** s0o pass
through things temporal,” that as we pray,
‘“ we finally lose not the things eternal.”—
Churchman. '
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THE YOUNG MAN'S FIRST
OATH.

The extinetion of the moral esense is

“usually very gradusl, wnd the progess of |

its decline is often marked with great ac. k
curacy by the conduct, Every one knows
that conscience is one of the most active
and powerful of all the inbabitants of the
human beart, and that she will never yield.
up her authority till she has sustained a
seyere etruggle. Thepe is nothing, per.
haps, in which this conduct is more clearly
marked  than in the progress of a young
wan, who has had a pious education, to-
warde a habit of profaneness. Though be
has been accustomed ococasionally to hear
the language of cursing Ifrom others, the
impressions of his childhood are too strong
W allow bim immediately “to copy it. At
leagth, in an evil hour, he summons resolu.
tion enough to make the awful experiment
of making an oath; but his faltering
tongue and blushing cheek proclaim that
there is a commotion and & remonstrance
within. Conscience rouses up ull her
energies, and thunders out a rebuke which
almost puts him into the attitude of con.
steroation. Perhaps his early reeolutions
to reverence the name and authority of God
come thronging upon his remrembrapnce ; or
perhape the instructivns of other days, en.
forced by parental affection rise up before
him, or it may be that the image of a
departed parent, who had trained bim up
in the way he should go, haunts his busy
and agitated mind, and reproaches him
with filial ingratitude. He resolves that
the dreadful privilege of taking the name
of God in vain has been purchased at tov
great an expenee, and that he will not
venture to repeat an experiment that has
been 80 fruitlul io remorse and agony.
But presently be is heard to drop another
oath, and another ; and in each successive
instance the confliot with conecience be-
cowes lcss severe, till at length the faith-
ful reprover is silenced, and he blasphemes
his MakéPs name without remorse, and ul-
most without his own observation,

When [ see an Ingenuous youth taking the
firet steps in this path of death, when 1

seo bis countenance change and his voice

passing away, soon to be cared for no |
longer,
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falter, the embarrassment and Awkwarg
ness of manner toll me that conecienoe i;
offering her remonstrance at the very mo.
ment when the language of profineness in
upon his lips, 1 say to myscli, “ Foop
young roan | little do you know what dis.
grace and wretchedoess you are Wreasuring
up lor yourself." I regard hiw as baving
set his fice like a flint towards perdition,
and I read on bis charaoter, in dark omijp,
ous letters, ** The glory is departed," .
Sprag ue, .

‘-
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CHRISTIAN CLEAR THROUGH

A oertain little boy in - Kaneas, ohly
seven and one-hall years old, is trying harg
to be a Christian, — The missionary wheo
started the new Western Sunday schoo)
which he attends, says that this buy, whos
namo is Willie, uses o great deal of whyy
we call goud common senso in.his ideas of
a religious life,
watching Maggie, us she pared the potatow
or dioner. . Soon she pared an extra large
one, that was very white and nice on the
outside, but when cut into piecos it thowed

dryrot.  lostantly -Willie exclaimed,—

“ Why, Maggie, that potato is no Chris
tian !”

** What do you mean,’’ asked Maggie,

“ Dun’t you see it Las a bad beart?
was Willie's reply.

Itseews this little Eansas boy had learned
enough of the religivn of Jesus to know
that, however fair the ovutside may be, it
will never do to have the heert black,
We must be tound and right clear through,

-
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Dr J M. Gregory gives the following e
the fundamental principles to be observed
by teachers ;- ;

1. Know thoroughly and familiarly what.
ever you would teach,

2. Guin and keep tho attention of your
pupile, and cxcite their interest in the subs
Jeos, o

3. Use language which your pupils fully
understand, and clearly expluain every new
word required. 3

4. Begin with the known, and proceed
to the unknown by ecasy and natural steps,

5. Excite the relf-activities of the pupils,
and lead them to discover the truth for
them-elves,

0. Require pupils to re-state fully and
correctly, in their own lenguage and with
their own prools and illustrations, the truth
taught them,

7. Review, review, review-—carefully,
thuroughly, repeatediy——with fresh oops
siderativn and thought,

It would not be & bad plun to paste them
in one's clase-buok, and look them over
every Sunday for the sake of what they
might suggest, ,
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LAUGHTER AS A MEDICINE.

A short time sinve, two individuale were
lylng. in one roum, very sick, one with
brain fuver, and the other with an aggra-
vated oase of the mumps. They were w0
low that watohers were needed, every
night, and it was tholight doubiful if the
one sick of fever eould recover. A gentle
man wus engaged to watoh over night,
his duty being to wake the nurse whens
ever it became necessary to wdminister
medicine, In the course of the night, both
watcher and nuree foll asleep. The man
with the mumpe lay watching the clock,
and saw that it wae time to give the fever
patient his portion. He wns unable w
speak aloud,-or to move any portion of his
body except his arms, but, scizing a
pillow, he managed to strike the watcher
1o the face with it. Thus suddenly awa-
kened, the watcher eprang from his weat,

nurse and the fever patient. The .inocident
struck the sick men as very ludicrous, and
they laughed beartily at it for some fifteen
or twenty minutes. When the dootor came
in the morning be found his patient vastly
improved ; said be never knew so sudden
a turn for the better, and now both are up

and well.  Who says laughter is not the
best of medicines?  And this reminds the
writer of another case : A gentleman wae
suffering from an uleeration in the throat,
which at became s0 swollen that
his life was despaired of, Ilis bhousehold
. came t0 his bedside to bid him farewell.
Each individual shook hands with the dyivg
wan, and then went away weeping, t
of all came & pet ape, and shaking the
wan's hand, weot away also with its bands
over its eyes. It wus 8o Judiorous a sight
that the patient was forced to laugh, and
laughed 80 heartily that the uloer broke,

B

and his life was raved.— Sanitarian.

The other day ho was in the hous,

iteelf to be hollow and black inside with

THE SEVEN LAWS OF TEACH.

falling to the fluor, and awakened both the -
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