&

316

'THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER

» o W e ST, T

B, T

mhzdﬂiiht’iﬁ @mmm.
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BIELE LESSONS FOR 1874

INTERNATIONAL BERIES,
Sunpay. October 11th, 1874,

The KEvil Spirit Cast Out. Mark ix
17"290 ’

Goupen Trxr.—** And straightway the
father of the child eried out and said, with
tears, Lord, [ believe ; help thou mine un.
beliet,” Mark 1x. 24

Countr 1o Memory @ Verses 23-27,
SUMMARY —=Jesus saves in cases too Liard
for the tuith even of aposties,

b
. i o

ANaLYsis,=1I. The case presented, Ve,

17-24. 11. The request granted, Vo,
© 085.97. 111, The disciples instructed. Vs,

ExrosiTioN, = Introduction, = Our last
miracle was a cure of natural discase ; this
is to be a cure of demonincal disorder.
Both are the restoration of the power of
hearing wnd of “pesch | both, Iike wit
Christ's miracles, deedd of mercy though
this ol to-day has also its aspect ol retribu-
tion toward demons, and its prophecy ol
retribution to those wlho, through " sin,
permanently ally themselves with dewmons.
Josus orossed the Sea of Galilee to Dal-
manutha. * In tho district of Magdala,"’
at the southern extremity of the Sea of
Galilee. Mats. xv. 30. Hies enemios, the
Pharisees, were there to oppose him, and,
if possible, compass his ruin ; and appar-
ently for this reason- he soon left the dis-
triet, and crossed the lake again to Beth-

~ saida, situated at-the northern cxtremity.

Here he healed a blind man, and afterwards
went on with the twelve some forty wiles
north to ** the towns of Caosarea Philippi;
that is towns in the vicinity of that city.
He had thus come back toa point not many
miles distaut from thut reached in the for-
mer more eoxtended northern tour into
«¢ the borders of Tyre and Sidon.” Here;
what a contrast, ** There the Lighest har-

 mouaies of heaven ; here some of the wildest

and harsbest discords of earth ; there he
had been receiving honor and glory from
the Father; here bis disciples, those to
whom his work had been eutrusted in his
absence, had been procuring for him, so
far as‘in them Iny, suame and dishonor.”

Verse 17.—One of the multitude an-
swered. Auswered the question which
Jesus just asked the Scribes: ** What
question yo with them? Vs, 10 We
have in this question of Christ whut was
very uncommon with him—an attack on
his enemies. He ocame down with the
three just in the heat and height of the
contention 1o Christ's question, not the
Scribes to whom it was put, but the mute's

~ father replied, / have brought untu thee my |

son. Anonlyson. Luke ix. 38, Brought
from his home, not into Christ's presence
from the place where the aposties tried

_their bands on him, as appears from verse

18, He would have Christ understand
that even at the first he intended to bave
asked bim, Christ, to work the cure, and

tbat it was only the aceident of his absence
that led to the application to the nine |

aposties, A dumb apivit, Also ** deat.”
Vs. 25, A demon which makes my son's
dumbness the occasion of his malign work ;
or which, by his walign work, w1kes dumb
my son; or which, because of my son's
dumbness, does not reveal his wickednoss
in words ; or perhaps all these reasons are
to be combined, May we also suppose
that the demon, as such, was himeell
dumb? If the demon was sole cause ol

~~"the youth's dealness and consequent dumb-

ness, there may have been some cause
within that demon's own nature for his
preference of this kind of workiog. ‘The
purase s the father's, but wus doubtioss
acourate enough.

Verse 18.—This is a vivid description of
the symptoms of an epileptic fit. These
fits were intermittent, though the demonia-
cal posscssion was continuous.  See further
details in verse 22, and in Matt, xvil, 15,
where be is called lunatic. Pineth away.
Either referring to the permanent effoet of
theee fits, or possibly to some appearance
of the victim just after the fit, as of weak-
nees, and a general collapse. They could
not, There was the very pivot of the

whole trouble, as it is of the practical les-on |

of the miracle. How pitilul the condition
of thie father ! Says MacDonald : ** Wheo-
ever bas beld in bie arms his child in de-
lirium, ealliog to his father for aid as if
be were distant fur, and beating the air in
wild and aimless delence, will be able to
enter a little into the trouble of this man’s
soul. To have the child, aod yot see him

o e et

tormented in rome region Inaccossible ; to
hold him to the beart, and yot be unable to
rench the thick-coming fancies which dis
traot him ; to find himsolf with a great
abyss betwedn him and his ohild, aoross
whioh the ory of the ohild comes, but back
noross whioh no answering voice oan rench
the oonsciousness of the sufforer, is terror
and misery indeed. What was there in
that ohild to love ? Everything, The hu-
man was there, else whence the torture of
that which was not human? Whenoe the
pathos of those eyes, hardly up to the dog's
in inotelligence, yet omnipotent over the
father's heart? God was there, The
misery was that the devil was there too
Verse 10.— O faithless generation. Matt
hew and Luke write, ** faithlors and pors
vorse ' or, more oxactly, perverted. Who
are meant ?  Sowe say thé ohild's father;
othors, the "nine aposties ; others, the
Soribes ; others, the whole multitude, in.

with you ? how long shall I syffer vou !
Bring him unto me, Couscious power here
speaks with authority, Unbeliof bas so
tamtriumphed. Now the Master speaks,
and. prepares to wet, ‘' Belng him to me.’

Jesus, Master, to theo we would earry our-
seives; our ohildren, our luved ones of the
amily all, our scholars, Then, obeying.
wo shall get reliel, and scoffing, tauntiog
unbeliof shall be confounded.

Verse 20.—Su did the father promptly,
openly act ; for faith wos kindling in his
soul, und burning out the gnthored foars,
When he saw him. When Josus saw the
ohild. Straightway the spirit tare [oon-
vuleed] Aim, lHere, as in the onse ot the
Gadarene demonincs, the dewon knew his
Mustor and Avenger, and in his own writh.
ing under the all-soarching glance, threw
into paroxysms his helpless vietim also.
How vivid, yet pitiable, the description.
Wallowed.. Rolled, -

Verse 21.—How long, ete. Asked, at
least in part, to bring out in the hearing
of the apposers the permanent, obstinate,
dificult character of the trouble.  We can
in this caso hardly regard it as for his own
intormation, * It was also parsly for the
father. Sce verse 22. The reply, ** Of
a child,” implies that it was not from
birth,

Verse 22 — 1/ thou canst do anything.
Showing his doubt whether it were really
possible even for Jesus to work the cure
The failure of the disciples, taken with the
obstinnte, setled nature of the discase, oo-
casions the doubt as to Christ's power. He
seemns not to doubt his willingness. Help
us, Us, the child and me. Perbaps by
this plural he takes in unconsciously vther
anxious members of the family.

Verse 23,1/ thou canst believe, This
iw introduced as a quotation of the father's
words, and the meaning is that Christ's
power depends on his [the father's] beliet.
All things are possible to ham that believeth,
Faith brings one into harmony with God,
effects & real union of man with God, and
thus, when perfect, seoures the realizntion
of the divine will in aud“through and for
the human

Verse 24.— Mark the bhumility, the
earnestness, the love. Lord, 1 believe;
" help thow mine unbelief. Ile had had faith
all along.  Christ bad been belpivg to ite
inerease, The man now confesses to Jesus
all, and looks to Lim for all,

Verse 25.—Wo here notice the excite.
ment ol the people, and the authority and
finality of the Lord's words to the demon,

Verses 26, 27.~~The demon could not
but ubey ; but he did it with an ill grace.
The prostration following such convulsions
| was natural,

" Verses 28, 20, ~There are some kinds of

Christinn work which require far more of
' God in the soul than do others, Covet
00 the best gifis."

|
|
|

|

| QussTions. = What plnces had Christ
Cvisied aiter the miracle of the lust lesson
' befure that of to-day'slesson? viii. 10, 22,
27, What ocourred to bim just before the
Clntter ? ix. 2-13,

" Va2 17. To what question did the man
"answer? Ve, 10 What led Ohrist to ask
such & question? Ve 16 Why did not
' the Seribes themselves answer 7 Show how
the man’s statewont really answers the
" Lord's inquiry.  What does Luke say of
"this son? ix. 88, Why wus the demon
onlled ** o dumb wpirit''?

| Ve, 18, Describe the youth's condition ?
| Vo. 22, To whow did tho Inther first wp-
ply? Why tothem? The result?

Ve. 10, Who are here rebuked ? Mean.
ing of the phrase, *fuithless and perverse?
The lesson of this rebuke? hat was
Uhrist's command 7 What upplieation has
it to us?

Ve. 20. Who bron bt tho ehild? The
result 7 Why should Ubrist's presence
have ocensioned such an act of the demon ?

Ve, 21, 22. Why do\‘vou ruppose Christ
asked this question 7 W hat in the answer
shows doubt ?

oluding the Seribes,  How long shall 1 be | |

Ve, 23, 24, Onn you explain these words
of Ohrist? Are they still true of men?
What prayer did this call out from the
man ? gn {: yours ?

Ve, 25-27. Christ's command? The
offoct 7 What followed ?

Ve, 28, 20, Why ocould not the aposties
work the miracle 7 The lesson for us ?

Abridged from tho Baptist Teacher,
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Sunpay, Octoder 18tA, 1874 . —The Mind
of Ohrint,= Mark ix 33-42

Wouths’ Department,

A PLACE FOR EVERY MAN AND
LVERY MAN IN HIS PLACE.

The Brewers should to Malta go,
The Loggerheads to Sevdy ¢

The Qunkers to the Fyiendly lsles,
The Furriers all to Caili,

From Spithead cooke go o'er to Greece ;
__And while the Miser waite
His paesnge to the Guinea coast,
Spoeudthritte are in the Strawts,

Spinators should to the Needles go,
Wine-bibbers to Buryundg‘:
Gourmands should luuch at Sandwich lsles,
“Wugs lo the Day of Fundy,” "~

Musigians ! hasten to the Sound—
The surpliced Priest to Rome ;

While still the race ot Hypuerites
At Canton are at home,

Lovers should hasten to Good Hope—
1o some Cape Horn is pain §
Debtore should go to OA-r-0,
And Sailors to the Maine,

[lie, Bachelors, to the United States !
Maids to the Jsle of Man ;

Lot Gurdeners all:to Botany go,
And Suveblucks to Japan,

Thus emigrants and misplaced men
Will no lvager vex us;

And all that aren't provided for
Had better go ** to Texus "

e ———— esTs—

THE WIDOW'S MITE.

BY MRS, DRADLREY &> -

I alwayes knew the story of the widow's
mite, ever sinve | knew anything, almost.

1 had read itin my New Testament n hun-

dred times at Jeast, and I had heard ser.
mouns preached about it, and all that, But
the real meaning of it came howe to me
one day, and mude me ashamed of mysell.

There was a #pecinl collection taken up
in our Sunday-tchool, to help rebuild a
wission chapel thut had been burned down.
Our teacher told us that she wished us all
to bring as wmuch as we could ; for there
is n crowd ¢t children,'’ she said, ** who
are turned into the streets now on Sundays,
They were gathered in, and taught, and
taken eare of there: und there was great
hope of saving weny trom ruin:  But they
will soon drift back into the old evil ways
If something is not done quickly ; and you
children who have happy humes, and every-
thing to make you goud, should be glad to
lend & helping bhand.",

Well, we were all quite enthusiastio
about it, and we said we could ask our
fathers and wothers, and try to bring a

| good deal the next Sunduny, And we did

make up quite a handsome oollection,
Ella Ridgwood brought five dollars, and so
did Aonie Lester; Maud Leigh brought
four dollars and  balt, and the rost of us
gave from two ‘to three, each, No one
uffered anything ae swall ae a dollar even,
excepting ove girl, and that was Flora
Kirby. We all looked at each other with
surprise when we saw her drop into the
plate—in a kind of hesitating way as if
she wat ashawed of it, and yet too proud
to hide it—-one silver quarter !

Flora Kirby was & girl that was always
dreesod well,  She bind bundsomer hats and
drossos than most of us, and [ used to envy
her pretty little kid gloves and French
boots, She ocertainly waso't poor, and
there was no cxcuse, we said amongst ours
solves, for hor wakiog such a pitiful dona.
tion ne that, One wilver quarter tw help
build & wission chapel !

‘| don's wear silk frocke and velvet
jackets,”" I whispered. to -Maud Leigh,
“but I'm glad 1 oan afford more than
twenty-five cents fur a special colleotivn,"

Flora Kirby heard me; I'm not sure
that I didn't intend ber to—and her face
flushed up to ber forehend. ‘L'hen it grew
very pale, and she shrunk into a corner of
the bench as if she couldn’t bear for any.
one t seo her, Maud Leigh fult sorry tor
her. ** Hush!" she said. ** She heard
you. Bhe's ashamed.”

“ 8o she ought to be,” | answered—
little Pharisce na I was! and | did not
pity her in the leagt, But | was the one
to Le sshamed before long.

1 was in the park that afternoon——it was
a private park—and my {ather used to lot
we sit there and read sometimes on werm

A e e P

Sundays, 1 thought I was all alone, till
some one touched my shoulder, and I looked
up and saw Flora Kirby, She looked as
if she had been crying, and her voice
sounded like it.

“ | heard what you whispered to Maud,"
she bogan, ** and it was not very kind of
you, May."

** Why not?* T aeked, tossing my head.

“ Well, I'll tell you," ehe said, ** Be
causo that quarter 1 gave to-day was the
only money 1 had in the world.  You think
because I have nice clothes- that I can get
what I want; but it o't so. My aunt
only gives me what she chooses, and when
| aaked her for money for the mission, she
said no, she was sick of so much Sundny-
sohool bogging, So I had the old silver
quarter—my wother gave it to me befure
she died—and 1 put it in the plate be-
cause | couldn't bear not.to give anything.

You can guees it I wasn't nshamed when

I Themd that! Fiora had given the real |

‘““ widow's wite," the gift our Lord him-
self counted as worth all the rest, and I
had despived her for it! Well, she for
gave me, but it was not so easy to forgive
myself, = 1 learned a useful lossen;hiowever,
which I have tried not to forget. Read in
the New Testament the long verse about
oharity, and you will know what the les-
sun was,~— Youny Reaper,

-

POST-MORTEM LOVE,

Why is it that 8o many people keep all
their pleasant thoughts and kind words
about a man bottled and senled up until
he is dead, when they come and break the
bottle over his ouffin and bathe his shroud
in Iragrance? Many a wan goes through
lite with scarcely onme ULright, cheering,
encouraging, helptul word. He toile hard
and o lowly obscurity, He gives out his
lite frecly and unstivtedly for others, |
remmber such a wan. He was not bril.
liant ; he was not great ; but he was faith-
ful. He had many things to discourage
him, Troubles thickened about his life.
He was wisreprestnted avd misunderstood.
Everybody belicved he was a good man,
but no one ever said a kindly or pleasant
thing to him., Ile never heard a compli-
ment, scarcely ever a gocd wish, No one
ever took paine to encourage  him, to
strengthen his feeble knees, to lighten his
burdens, or to lilt up his heart by a gentle
deed of love, or by a cheerful word, He
was peglected. Unkind things were often
said ol him,

[ stodd by his coffin, and tAen there
were wany tongues to speak his praise.
There was not u breath of arpersion in the
air.  Men spoke of his self-devials, of his
work among the poor, of bis good quali-
ties, ot his quietness, his modesty, his hu-
mility, his purencss of heart, his faith
and prayer, There were many who spoke
indigoantly of the charges that falschood
had furged against biw in the past years,
and of the treatwment he had received.
There wore enough kind things said during
the two or three days that he lay in the
coffin, and while the company stoud around
his open grave, to have blessed him and
wade him heppy all his fifty years, and to
have thrown sweetest joy about his soul
during all his painful and weary journey.
But his ears were closed then, and could
not hear a wurd that was spoken. Llis
heart was still then, and could not be
thrilled by the grateful sounds. He cared
nothing then for the sweet fluwers that
were piled upon his cofin, The love
blossomed out too late, The kit dness onme

~when the life could not receive its bless.

ing. -
And I said then that I would not keep
all wy kiod words, and all wy pleasant
thoughts and leelings about my neighbor
locked up in my broast till he is dead.
They will do him po good then. His dead
hand cannot feel the warm pressure, Gen.
tle words will not make his pale, cold lnce
glow, [t will be too late, when bhe lies in
the coffin, to seek to make him bappy, to
lift the shadow off his lile, or to brighten
bis path,

It costs but little to give men a great
deal of joy and help. One brought a
bunvh of Howers to my table, and ior a
whole week they filled wy rooms with
fragrance, One wrote me & cheering let.
ter, breathing a epirit of gratitude and
love, It cawe when 1 was weary and de-
prossed, and was like the meal prepared by
the angel for the old prophet, 1 went on
its blessed strength for wany days, Oone
wet mo on the street and spoke an envourng.
ing word and grasped me warmly by the
hand ; and for houre | felt that warm graep
and heard that word echoing through my
soul. " A little child may brighten scores
of lives every day. There is not one of ue

»

who may not glndden and strengthen mm‘n,
o heart botween evory rising and sottjny
sun, Why should we not live to blogs the
living, to oheer the diskeartened, to aweetey,
vups that are bitter, to hold up the hapg,
that hang down, to cvmfort those
mourn, to bear joy into joyless homesy
Kind words will not spoil'n man, |f ,
sermon helpes you it will not harm yyy ¢,
tell bim so, If the editor writes an artiol
tbat does you good, he oan write a wj))
better one if you send him a word of
thanks. Il & bouk blesses you, do you nyy
owe it to the author to write a gratefy)
acknowledgement ?  If you know a weary
or neglected une, would it not be Christ.
like work; to seek every opportunity g
brighten and bless that life? Do not wait
till the eyes ire closed, the ears deaf, angd
the heart stilled. Do it now. Post.mor.
tem kindoeeses do not cheer, Flowers op

the weary days.— Rev. J. Miller.
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QUERIES,

DY AUNT JENNIE,

- What{s the use wg&&!&m cncthiigmasmsnn e il

Aud haog the bead und comfort refuse;
Becaute we can’t always buve ull that. we
choose ?

What does it pay to pout all day

| Because the sunshine wouldn't utn;,

Beeause the oloud won't go away

Oh,.wouldn't it be better
For every little fretter
To banish from his forehead all its gloom,
And while the torrent pours,
And “tis dreary out oi doors,
To wake a little sunlight in his room ?

- Children's Hour,

Amur Gxesx, — ** Mother, wmother!"
cried & young orow, returning hurriedly
from its first flight, ** I'm w0 Irightened !
I've secn such a sight!™ ** W hat sight,
my son !" arked the crow, * Oh! white
ereutures, screaming and running, straine
ing their necke, and holding their heads
ever 80 high. Sce, mother, there they go !
‘“* Geese, my son ; merely geese,” caluly
replied the wire parent bird, ** Through
life, ohild, observe that. when you meet
anybody who makes a great fuss about
himself, and trice to lift his head higher
than the rest of the world, you way set
him down at once to"be a guose.”

Wouman's Ricuis.—A Montreal paper

gratified to learn that the woman's rights
mouvement is advanciog with giant strides ,
& Papineau Roud brickwaker employs wo.
men in his manufactory, Several wowen
could be seen recently in his yard piling
bricks ; ¢he happy, contented expressiin
visible on their sunburnt features showed

Their hands moved nimbly, arnd they can
throw eight bricks in the time » wan takes
to throw four."”’

Little masteries achieved,

Little wants with oare relicved,
Little words in love expressed,
Little wrongs at onoe cunlessed,
Listle graces meekly worn,

Little slights with patience borne ;
These are treasurcs that shull rise
Far beyond the smiling skies.

- _-_

. Cuickens AND  Dueks.—Rev.,  Walter
Dunlop was ‘much distressed by & schismn
in his fl.ck, occasioned by an agitation
being raired in Dumiries on the subject ot
adult baptism, Oove day, in the course ol
his sermon on the words, ** How often
would 1 have gathered thee, as a hen
gathereth her chickens,’ his leeling on the
subject broke furth, and with teurs he said,
* Oh, ma frecos, yo ken hoo l've striven
tae gie ye the words o' wisdom ; ye ken hoo
I've keepit ye yoar wifter year, as a ben
cuvers her chickens, but 1 doot alter a’
there’s some deucks among ye ; sae wmony
are ga-in afl tae tho water !

— ¢ -——-

e —

Asa general rule it is better to take
listle notice of foulish, or even of malig-
nant gossip, Let it alone. By-and by
those who go about retailing #ach stuff will
grow weary, il notashamed ; perhaps they
will feel disgust at their own baseness. |f
they are not noticed, they will sink out of
sight. '

The New York Observer says : ** Of the
8,000 liquor sellers in this gity, 4,000 have
no license ; every one of them is known t0
the Excire Board, and yet indiotments
agninet them are never brought to trial.
Ooe Is often tempted to ask, What ls the
use of having a government, when nobody
cares to have law enforced 7"

e - -——

There ure le who expect-to escape
hell because o’an erowd .on‘l):.: there.

the coffin cast no_fragrance backward over -

says : ** The ladies of this city will be

plainly that they enjoyed their work.
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