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;ﬁ:{wc bhad witnessed that day in Beth-
jehem ! : )

With a soleinn benediction the services
were ended { and when we had come out it
cccmed a8 il the very heavene were rejoie-
ing over the tidings which had gone up ol
(e soul that day redeemed. All that was
gorgeous and beautiful in colour had taken
wmaslon of the ¢ky. The oloude, like
great gold and crimson bapners, were
woving high over our heads, furling and
unfutling, as if carried by cxultant angels,
marching and singing their triumphant
hnllelujlbl-

And Mabel; still white as an Easter lily,
but with her deep grey eycs full of a proud
pumility, & new happiness, a stedlnst re-
wlution to live henceforth for Ohrist,
walked by my side, watching the great
glory of the heavens, with her arm lovingly
cotwined in mine, We did not wpeak |
we had no need, for our thoughts were in
perfect accord. I had witnessed the won-
dorful mystery of her instantaneous ‘‘change
of heart " ; I knew it was weii “with the
child. '

Beautifal, gay, fashionable, the pet of
sooiety, 1 koew her also to be a staunch
upholder of all that was noble, good, and
pure, and I felt a thorough conviction that
she had indeed given herself up body and
soul to Him who had choscn to send Hie
Holy Spirit into her heart, us she was going
out of the little village which bore the

' blessed name of Bethlehem,

F. Barrow.
—The Baptist.

- Correspondence.

pr—

For the Christian Messenger.
ONE CENT FOR MISSIONS,

As lost in reflection, And with-** a eollection,”
Siow homewmid 1 plodded, FPolitly there
nodded
: - A stranger to me
His manher impressed me; He * Rev'rend ”
addressed me:
Sali.te so 1espectful, made me unmindful
Whom he might be.
« Your pardon, 1'd usk you, But would it now
m.. )'vll. 3
' Should I avow
How deep is my tecliug ? 1 beard you ap-
pruling r>8
For Hea'hen just now,
And greatly - #t tilen we,” He said ‘“that
eside me,
I had t0 hear "=
(And while he narrsted Juse what is here
stated.
8hook he with fear).
“ A church mem."=(1 started, His tuce he
averted,
Then his voice found).
“To himself thus speaking, While deacons
were tuking,
: The boxes around.
‘ For melthylelf. U Lord, thou gave: I glve of
i
p“‘ One cent, Just lept*
Some soul tu save.

Thy kingdom come, O Luid I pray: 1 give

this san .
One cent, now lent
To pave Its way.
Souls sweep to hell, O Lord 1 know: I giver
‘ab well!
Oune cent, Just lent
To check their tlow,
Far thee they ery, O Lord, they groan. To
give 1 1l try "
One cent, Now lent
T'o make Thee known,'”
The strouger's words buined me, aud sudden
I turoed me.
On him 1 gaged.
" Accum;! I kpow tuce, Thy nuture is shown
me "
faid 1. though mased.
“ Avaunt thee, thou devil! Tuon prophet of

evil!
Father of Lies!"”
“ Castno such reflections, You Lave the collee-
IWIIF."
Quick he replies.
“ Just prove false my story. 7hen over me

lor
g Then bid me hence.”
Wik zea! then I bastencd. The parcel un-
lastened=—
“ Ah! only cents,”
faid be, at me leering, ratanicly sneering,
“ What's there 1 pray "
Completely artounded, Entirdl confounded,
What could 1 say ?

e ’..

*He that giveth to the poor lendeth to the
Lord.

s

These two letters, from Miss M E. Arm-
surong and Miss Flora Euton, were recently
received by the Sceretary of N. 8. Central
Board of the Woman 8 Aip MissioNaRry
Soctkr:es, aud are inserted specially for
the mewbers of the Societies.

FROM BURMAA,

Tavy, July 9th, 1874,
My dear Mrs. Selden,~—
| have very little to tell you of work that

1 bave completed, but what I huve seen |

can tell you, and am sure that you will be
glad to hear again from one of the ** Mission
Cirele.'” Some of our dear (riends are
widely separated from us ow ; but when I
think of the wany happy boure which we
were permitted to enjuy together, I feel that
we are still united in beart, aod truet that
the blessing of the Master will 8o rest upon
each one that our work shall at last appear
as.a whole,

The Karen and Burman schools of Tavoy
are in & flourishing condition at present.
Upon the former the Lord bas beet graci-

e o At

ously pleased to bestow & special blersing

{ within the last fow weeks, This blessing

scems to have heen given just in eonnection
with the daily christian exorcises and In:
structions ot the sohool. All the girls and
meny of the young men and boys have
asked for baptism, while some have given

good evidence of a change of heart,

Last evening, one of the boys, coneidered
by some of the teachers, a hopeless oase,
prayed in the meeting, confersing his sins
before God and asking for mercy, There
has been no excitement: indeed, everything
has been so quiet as to exoite our astonish.
ment when we seo the result, Thuws the
Lord works. It has not been thought best
to have the baptism immediately, but give
time for fuller observation, 1 leel thut the
friends in the home churches who have
recently enjoyed a similar bleseing bave

-been praying for thissohool==and now; this

is the answer, May the refteshing extend
to the Burman department algo,

Karens often come 1n {rom the jungle, to
visit the school; and we sometimes seo
persons from Siam also. A few days ago,
soveral Siawese Karens came to Tavoy to
make a fiual effort for the recovery ot the
price of an clephant, which had been sold
by one of them ton Burman about a year
ago. They were heathens and Mrs, Arm-
strong took the opportunity of telling thew
about the true God. The men to whom
the elephant belonged had been in tuown
before on the same errand. He said that
all along his way from Siam there were
many gods, and he had worshipped all of
them, hoping to obtain their assistance,—-
But now Mrs, Armstrong told bim to pray
to God. So in the altérndon he returned
with the wmoney, which be bad obtaived
without any dificulty, declaring that now
he wanted to learn about the true God ; for
he prayed to IHim most earnestly this
morniog and e bad beard éhd answered
bim, while the other gods could ‘bot help
him atnll. Now he wished to learn Aow
to worship Him:, And Isaw hiw the same.
evening at the chapel, listening most eager
ly to all that was said. The next duy, be-
fore lenving, he promised t pluce his son
at‘the Mergui sehool that he might learn to
read, preparatory to coming here for in-
struction. Thus, sometimes the blessing
will come immediately after the sowing
but in how many instances in this heathon
‘country, years of patient working -and
waiting must pess before any result is
seen. | am afraid that I envied your wis
sionary that day, as 1 saw her talking
with and instructing the heathen ; for many
others came, and some from the Burmese
also. , : . i

One of the Burwan teachers brought up
his heathen school of between forty and
fifty pupils, to visit Mrs. Armetrong.—
When, in the distance, | saW them ap-
proaching very gaily dressed and carrying
flowers, 1 thought that they were going to
the pagoda just beyond us, to worship.—
But they tame up here, filling the Veran-
dah ; sitting on the floor Lelore Mrs, Arm-
strong with their fowers raised before their
faces in token of respeet, precisely as they
do in their worship. She beard them read,
showed them pictures and talked to them
of our holy religion for about an hour,
when some of them presented the Howerd,
and allleft agnip in procession, Iv isa
blessed thing to be tired in such work ne
hers, and T Jong fur the time when I to,
can do thus,

T'he clouds which have #o surely separated
me from the Karens are beginning to lify,
and 1 hope that before many months
huve pasced they will disperse entively.
| can talk o little and tench some, It s
far easier to make them understand me
than to understand them for they talk very
fust and some of them use a great deal of
betel nut 8o that it is sometimes very diflis
cult for an unaccustomed ear to distinguish
the tones exactly. But when I try to talk
with the teachers or others they are gene-
rally very patient and for my benefit try to
speak more slowly ; and I know that with
time all my difficulties of this nature will
vanish, 1 am sure that my dear sisters of
the ** Aid Sccieties ' are prayiog for me
and | bope they will never furget that this
assurance strengthens.

For a time I shall bave to study entirely
alone, a8 my teacher wishes to return howe
until atter Convention, when he will rejoin
our company for the tour through Siam.
Besides teaching me, he has been sowing
in that language on the Sabbath and
ing ffom bouse to bouse, &o. At the re-
quest of bis parents he goee to visit them
now, fur they fear that wheo he leaves
Burmah they will ** see his face no more.’

a long time. There are many ways in

good seed among the Burmans, pmuW"

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER,
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went in whioh 1 have been interested for

whivh those * banda' van very materially
aid the mission work. Our work s among
the ohildren toa greatextent.  Why should
not the children at home work for the edu-
cation and salvation of their dark brothers
and sistors here, or rather, how can they
help duing #o if they know? 1 never saw
such numbers of wretched looking children
betore as 1 have seen hore. Muny do not
live beyond ehildboud and it seoms well
that they do not, Some of the children
are very interesting louking and often o
bright eyed little heathen face reminds we
of sowe dear littlo ones at home, * * *
Believe me faithfully yours,
In the love of Chrt,
Maria E. Arustrone,

—— TG O@cinssmee woneeesen,,. |

FROM SIAM,
- BANGKOK, S;:u. June Tth, 1874.

Sabbath Evening.
Dear Mrs. Selden,~

Amid the many exocedingly interesting
and pleasant scenes ot tosduy, my mind: hae-
repeatedly turned backward, and viewed
agnin those hours 1 spent with you one
yoar ago to-dny, * * ©

My trial, now I am on the field, is that 1
am dumb, that 1 am uwable to tell the
\ old, old story,” to the degraded beings
about me.

Shall I give you a brief review ol those
scones of to-day to which reference hus
already boen wade? At an -early hour of
the morning, Mre, Churchill and 1 went
by boat, four miles duwn the river to ate
tend the Sinmese servicen of Rev. 8. J.
Smith, His commodious dining room ae-
commodates all who attend. This morniog
the number who listened to his sermon was
over forty ; but when meoting was dis
missed, avd only the oburch rcmained,
vonsider the case of & woman who had just
professed faith in Ohriet and requested bap-
tism, the numbor was very small,

The candidate being received, baptism
was expected to follow imwediately, Bus
this is the rainy season, and just then we
were having a heavy shower, and were
obliged to remain under’the shelter of the
roof. Very soon the rain ceased to full, the
sun shone out brightly, and we followed
Mr, Smith to the river, Here he mude u
short address, offered prayer, and as he led
from the water, the flist Sinmeseo whggp we
have secu baptized, a verse was sung, and
when we had returned to this house, the
rain onoe more fell in torrents, * * *

Svon the ochurch mewmbers returned, and
we met again for Conference and Commu-
nlon.- The woman lately baptized; was
received into the fellowship of the chureh,

ing & word for the Master, and then of
purtaking of the Lord's Supper at His own
table, | '
These services in Siamese were to a very
limited extent understood by ue, yet we
onjoyed them, and lett the tableot the Lord

disappoiutments which way be before ue.

After this we attended servige in the
English church, and were much edified by
a sermon from Mr, Churchill. Fhe M-
sioraries conduct this seryice in turn, wod
Mr. Churehill bas alrendy preached three
tiwes, ; .

We returned howe, and bave spent the
evening we our Sabbath evenings are usu-

the pieces learned and loved while in our
homes. Our reading this evening was of
the labors and sufferings of Mr. Moffas iv
South Afviea, Thus our Sabbath has
As we kneel to commend ourselves
to our Heavenly Father's kveping to-night,
our hearts are lull of gratitude for the
blessings whioh constantly attend us; and
our prayer is borne upwards an earnest
petition that we may be wore consecrated
to the service of our Master, and that very
soon He will give us direct work by the
doing of which His nawe way be honored
and souls saved.,
Piaying that the good work of the Lord

among you may sprend and cvntifivel”

1 remain,

Your sister in Christ,

- Fwora J. Earow,

Sttt . s r ' 1L B e A -

Forthe Christian Messenger.
“ALMOST RIGHT"

My dear Sty o
At page 8 of * The Case cf the Baptiste™
the following OOOUTE {om

v+ Presbyterians will toll us thmt their mode
of ehuroh roment was theorigioal mode,
and thas the Church of Chriss was Presby-

.1 bave noticed with great pleasure and

grititude the movement at howe -with re:

terian from the first, 1t strikes we that

The reasonableness of this arrangement

and enjoyed wigh ue the privilege of speak- |

strengthened anew for the duties, trials and.

ally spent in reanding and singing sowe of

lam told that this passage has been
misunderstddd by some, and has operated
a8 & stumbling blook - to others, An ex-
planation has been asked, 1t v envily
given,
It will be observed that there is mo
relerence to Infant baptism, On that
subjeot our pedobaptist, friends are not
 nlmost right,” but, as we beliove,
altogether wrong.
The relerence is to the mode ot church,
government, Our churches are governed
by the people thomselves, the adwistra-
tion being in the hands of the pastors, A
Presbyterian church is guyerned by the
« Seesion,” which is composed of the migs,
{ster and & certain number of ** elders,”
There was a plurality of elders, that ia,
of ministers, in the New Testament ohur
ches. See Aocte xiv, 23} xx, 17 xxi, 183
Phil. i, 11 1 Thes. v, 12, 13 ; James v, 14,

will be apparent, I think, to all who con-
sider the variety of duties which have to
be discharged, in those times, by & Chris-
inn mivister., The propriety of a division
of labour will be generally acknowledged.
The preaching might be assigned to one
the tenching, and cases of discipline, to
another ; the care of the sick and affiioted
to & third ; and so forth, Aud the duties
might be cconsionally interohanged. The
proacher of this wonth might be the
teacher uf the next.

Now, the Presbyterians are said to be
‘ almost right,” because they have several
olders in every congregation, But they
are only *‘almost’ right, The New
Testament elders wore all ministers, and on
an tquality, They are sometimes called
' bishops,” or ** uverseers,’  The Preshy-
torian oldors are wymen, The ** Sesion ™
i» composed of a minister andeldere, The
« Session ™' ol an apostolie chureh, il we

of ministers, :

We should be more apostolie than we
are if wo had a plurality ol pastors in our
churches. The question ol support, and
the difficulty of inding suitable men, stand
in our way, 1 canvot enter into the die-
ouspdon of that suhject now ; it way suffice
to remark, at present, that the lneonvens
jences arising out of what .is sometimes
called the * one mun system ™ are cows

way 80 speak of it, was composed cutirely

on such a subjeot as he. If he errs or mis-
apprehends watters, there ave numbers of
soribes to set himy right, and protect the
public mind from being misled or abused.
The age in whioh we live is one remark-
ahle for thia characteristic—that assuwmp-
tions, no matter by whom propagated,
unless onpable of being demonstrated satis-
factorily, ure not permitted long to pass
unchallenged, Since the days of Bacon
there hae not been a period in history when
orror, no matter how it glitters, or how
specious its surroundings,is so cortain to be
spoedily brought to the test and condemo-
ed, a8 alloy and base metal. And it ie
right it should be so. Any one who has
Been under a mistake, or a misapprehen-
sion on any subject, should always be
ploased to flad himself corrected.

W hioh of us can look back any consider-
able perivd of life, and if we are candid
with ourselves, but musy confess that wis
takes almost innumerable have marked our
pathway, and often cost us much pain and
care sometimes to oconceal, sometimes to
oorrect,

I have not much opinion of this Siam
Mission. I never had. Once fairly com-
mitted to it, however,—and 1 dont thivk
wo are yot—then let us make the vory best
we can of it. g e

My reasons for this last announcement,
that we are not, 1 think, comwitted to any
Siamese Mission, 1 base upon the last Re-
port of the Fureign Mission Board. |
have read it carefully,and it hardly conveys,
1 thiok, & very decided policy of any kind
in relerence to future operations in the
East. In that respeot it seems to we quite
a8 non-committal as the Report of 1873,
and s made up mostly, or largely ol ex-
tracts ot letters und currespondence, already
given to the public through the denom-
inational presa,

The Boards' estimate of Buddhism, its
perversities, and the serious difficulties
likely to be encountered in Siam by the
Missionaries, our good friend Mr. MceKen.
sie to the contrary. notwithstanding, is
quite ia harmony with what I have already

that iv is still an open question as to the
lyoation of the Mission, I quote the ful
lowing passage from the Report of 1874
 Shoufd it appear that the path of duty

mouly sought to be avoided by the cholce
of the best wen of the churches for deacons,
who thus become, though they awre not s

called, associate elders.
Yours“traly,

J. M. Cranr,
Sept. 191, 1874,

ewmem

" For the Christian Messonger,
RELIGION IN SIAM,

No, 1v,

It is with some dificulty that in speak-
ing of Siam, ove is able to grarp and be
come familiar with the idea that the populas
tion of the country is probably wmore than
double that ot all British Nurth Awerioca,
Omitting the Malay Peninsula, Swm lics
pretty compactly botween the tropio o
Onnoer, or about 23, 80 and 10° N. L
and say 07 and 108° K. L. The prinei
pal rivers ure the Mienaw and the Mukong,
tho forwer emptying into the Guil of Siaw,
the latter iuto the China Sea,

It pussosses wany valuable exports coms
mon to these latitudes, The population
alung the rivers and shores are maritiwe,
familiar with boating and fishing, and ex-
pert in managing their small oraly, sheir
canoes and other vessels.

1 have already had occasion to refer to

the condition of education -among thew,
Their Buddhist monusteries being all
sohools, and the priests teachers, ‘Lhus it
{8, that what we oocidentuls oall common-
sohool education, is in rather an advanoced
condition smong the Siamese,
,Since 1 commenced this series of letters,
1 have bad an opportunity of perusing the
Report of our Bourd of Baptist Foreign
Missions, prepared and adupted by the
Baptist Convention, whioh held its anoual
meoting at Portland, N. B, this present
year.

1t is in reference torthis Mission, and its
prorpeots, ite present and ita future, that 1
have been cullecting such fnota e | oan gath.
er, from reliable sources, and casting them
into & readuble form for more ready refurs
ence. Ina matter of 80 wuch importance, it

| would be evidence of & weak and varrow

mind to suppose that a writer thus on-
deavouring to throw light, or rather to
diffuse it upon a subjoot ;like that under
connsideration, could have any sinister or
unworthy motive, much loss, any private

or pereonal objeot In view. It may be that
his ideas may run ocounter to those of

| they are alwost right on that polnt.”

others quite as competont to write or speak

leadsto Siawm proper, as well as to the Karens
in that Kingdow, it may be well to con-
sidér the arduousness of the euterprise.
The Siamose are Buddhists of the strictest
seot, &o., &0  Again—** Buddhists aye
amony the last class of the world's popula-
tion, to yield to the power of the Gospel,
&¢." This smacks, methinks, somewhat
differently from the good Secretary’s an-
nounoement at the Academy of Music, and
gives, | apprehend, a far more correct,
though a contradiotory reflex of affaire,
and the obstacles opposing themsclves to
Missionary ecnterprise in Siam. They
sound like words of warning. :

The Board seem to have laid their plan
at one time to reach a tribe called Red
Karens, or Karenuees, in the mountainous
distriots towards the South and East,—but
they have discovered quite recently, that
the Amerioan Baptist Missionary Union
olaim the fleld as already in their occu-
pation and the tribes dwelling there under
their supérvision, and the idea of further
efforts in that direction have been given
up. The Karens of Siawm, or the Siamese,
or both would seem now to be the only
peuple, open and accessible to the Missivn-
arios of these Provinces. The Presbyter-
ianes Laviog established a Mission among the
Laos, that door once supposed to be open,
seems also, acoording to the courtesy, and
amity acknowledged and practised among
differont Christian denomipations, to  be
olosed as against us,

It the good brother Carpenter was aware
of the eXisting state of things in the Enst,
ho should have been full and explicit, and
not have lutt our Board to grope lor laots,
and colleot them, and be feeling their way,
as they appear now to be doing, in & wan-
per that, considering the great distance
jotervening, wakes it exceedingly ewmbar-
rassing, one would suppose, to them and
their officers to pilot this great enterprise.
If he was not aware of the state ol affaire out
in Slam as they now seem to present thom.
solves, then be should have been 1 think,
wuch more guarded and specifio in his
roprosentations touching the country and
its prospects than he was, when addres-
sing the Cunvention at Windsor in 1873.

Nubody could for one mowment suspeot
lifw of any intention to mislend our people
in relation to Siam. Far otherwise. But
how comes it to pass that such infurmation
as that the Red Kuareos are within th
Mision fleld of the American Baptis
Fo reign Missionary Union, and the La

written. lu confirmation of the intimation, .




