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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

W

ignorant fool.” Profeseor Blackie bas
evidenuy pot read a poem reviewed in the
Atheneum last week, entitled ** Chemis-
tianity ”’ which, from the extracts given,
must contain some passages of rare and
exceeding beauty. bat for instance, can
be more striking than the folowing : —
Arsenic, the fool and villians’ poison,
1s a metalloid of steel grey coloar,
Crystalline, lustrous, aud very brittle,
It ternishes in water and air, 3 ;
Unless they are free from Carbenic acid,
Heated in air, it volatilizes B
Without fasion, but with rapid oxidation
And smells like garlic in a1senious oxide
Cal.ed in trade white oxide ot arsenic.
‘Arsenic forms salts in Metalloid law
It oxides in arsen-ious and-ic acids.

Again the following from the Chemist-
ian Song is marvellously beautxt'ul,':

Chemistain lore should be

Well known on land and sea :

So sow the seed of Chemistry, so heigh, so
ho, so hee !

Professor Blackie would be puzzied to
discover anything in Homer equal to” this,
but it is the fashion now-a-days to decry
modern poetrys” - |

The advocates of modern culture do not

*1 presuwe, decry.modern poetry, especially
when so rare a production affords them the |
opportunity-of combining the culture of the |
Aisthetic faculties with the study of one |
of the most practical and useful of-modern
Sciences. Surely the opportunity for ad-
vincing the interests of true culture is 100 |

e - D

Yours, &e¢,
ULTi1ITARIAN.

o

. . For the Christian Messerger,

t
FROM JUDGE MARSHALL, !

ON THE HALIFAX Y. M. C ASSOCIATION AMD |
LECTURING ON SIR WALTER SCUTT AND HIS |
WORKS. :

To the Editor of the Christian Messenger

Sir,—For the information of Christians
generally, in this city, and in the way of
appropriat.e caution; | will here give some
facts, remarks, and.Secriptur; authorities,
having reference to & Lecture appointed to
be delivered on the third of next month, by
a minister of religion from New York, bé-
fore ¢ the Young Men’s Christian Assoei-
ation,”” on the Life and Writings of Sir
Walter Scott. As regards brevity, in treat-
ing of the subjects o! the intended “Lec-
ture, I cannot do better than transcribe
the following notification, whieh I have
banded to the Chairman of the Committee
of the Association, in the hope that they
may sce it to be their Christian duty, as it
certainly is, to take the needful measures to
get the Lecturer to choose some other sub-
ject, which will be coneistent with Ais and
theirg Christian profession and character :

¢ Notes * &e., concerning Sir Walter |
Scott’s’ Romances. There are 16 in all, |
contained in about 2,400 pages, in double |
column. In bis dedication of thew to|
King George 4th, he calls them works of
Fiction ; and inJseveral other places, Ro-
mances . lo the introduction to one uf
them he says :—‘ The manner in which the
Novels were composed, cannot be better il-
lustrated, than by reciting the simple nar-
rative in which Guy Mannering was origio-
ally founded, but to which, in the progress
of the Work, the production ceased to have
any, even the most distant resemblance.
The Tale was originally told me by an ex-
oeilent old Highlander.

All tbe profanities therefore, in the oaths,

Drvine name is used, and the other oaths,
&c.; in which the Devil's name-is used, and
the vile and filthy languaée wtbr'ough-
out the several works, are his own wicked
and polluting inventions. Some of these
prolanities are given, a8 uttered by clergy-
men, ladies, and other females,

In the ** Waverley” Romance, the Divine |
nawe (or the oath * By Heaven”) is used |
in oaths, curses, or exclamations,—as ‘

I

counted by me,—no less than
Eighteen times........ & 18 |

In * Guy Mannering,” in hke lu&bbc.r 30 |
68 Anti«iuary,” 5 o gt i
“ Rob Roy, i B i 6 |
««Qld Mortality,” ¢ W 15 |
1o these five, ?‘1 |
In the 11 other Romznces; in similar '

proportion, 169 !

In all ' 26 |

name is used, probably more.” ‘
: |

* Thou shalt not take thé name of the |
Lord thy God in vain, for the Lord will not |
holi him guijtless thas taketh his vame in |

vain.’ KExod. xx. 7. *Swear not atall’ |
Math.v. 34. ~ ' v

Bir Walter Secott' incurred the entire
guilt of all those numerous oaths, curses,
profave exclamations, and other vilé ex-
pressions contained in his corrupting and
polluting Romances, for he alone invented
and published them.” He admits that his
novels, ** in the progress of their produc-
tion, ceased to have any, cveh the most dis-
tant resemblance” to the original stories
told bim. The Old Highlanders, therefore,

|

are not to blame for any of those blasphem-
ies and profanities. They are all his own
gratuitous vile and wicked ST Pentioas.
It they had been omitted, the copnection of
the narratives would ot have been affected;
Most probably be thought that with the
urgodly and the indiscriminating amuse-
ment seekers, tley would give a spice and
a zes' 10 bis lying fabrications, and that
with the great mujority of professing Chrie-
tians. they would be tolerdted, and suffi-
ciently pussable or excused, because of the
awusement the Romances would afford
them ; and truly, with both classes, his
success, to this day, bas been wonderfully
great.  And this is the profave, and
wicked man, and these are his nuwmerous
romancing and blasphemous productions,
which, in Coristian countries, and with
vast pumbers of. thore who proless Scrip-
tural' and evangelical Christianity; bave
gained for him aud bis memory, admiration
and applause, proceseions, orations, statues,
sumptuous festivitics, and other celebra-
tions. Some of those professors have had

the iarpiety and presumption, to say, ** he |

was 4 great and ‘a good ian,” *‘a bene-

~faetor “of the world,” thus rashly eXposing

thi m<elves t3 th: D .vine announcewents :
¢ Wie unto thei tiat call” évil, good.
that put darknes- for light.” *¢ Abhor that
which is evil ? By all real Christians, Scott
wili be condemped as a wicked man,
and his profane romances «x crated. A
very large proportion of those protessors,
and others, are de/uded, and »8 it were
stul/tificd in-their judgments, by ‘the admit-
ted fact, that Scott was a person of greai
intellectual endowments, , and extensive
But are t' ese, in
any instance, te serve as a sufficient cloak,
or shield, for profanity, or wickedness of
any kind? Bat with vast numbers it is
¢, in the present day, and it produces a
species of human idolatry or man-worship,
irrespective of. and ignoring rcligiuu's‘." or
profane, moral, or immoral qualitics, or
conduct. There are also some, or indeed
many weak minded and inconsistent pro-
fessors, who say heé has given, in those

literary attaloments.

Romancet, a view of the customs, opinions, L

and character of the people of Scotland, |
bis native country, 80 or 100 years ago

Be it remembered, that those productions
are not real history or given as such, but
Romances, and the persons never existed

nor did the events, siyings and doings,
mentioned ip them, ever occur, but have
all been invented by him, to serve his own
selfish purposes, and to~ gratify the base
cravings of the ungodly and prolane, the
pleasure secekers and lovers, deseribed in
Seripture, to appear in these last days, as
‘* lovers of pleasure more than lovers of
God,”" and from whom, all Christians are
commanded to ¢ turn away.” The few

persons, and most of them bad characters,
and their babits and doings, in his profane
and romancing works, are not to be taken
as the rcal and geneial |ahits and chaiac-
ter of the whole people of Scutland, at that
time. Itwould be a slander on that coun-
try, or any otl.er, to bold any euch belief,

That baseless and contemptib ¢ excuse for
thuse lying and pofane proluctions, is
therefore, utterly worthlees. But even if
they exhibited true representations of the
characteristics, and general customs and
conduet of the people of that country a

" century 9go, of what real or important

benefit can such knowledge be to-the peo-
ple of any country, in the present day?
It would do little clee than werely gratify
a vain curiosity, and produce useless and
invidious comparisons,

In referemee toreading those'profaho
and pernicious works, and other offences,
contrary to religion, it is remarkable, what
a “diffcrence is made between them, as to
degree, by many ministers and members of
churches. - While the sprightly girl, skip-
ping about the room. to the parlour muysie,
would be sharply admounished and censured,
or possilly be cited before some church-
court, she and the male youths of the fami.
ly, will ke permitted, hud probably the lat-
ter, be even recommended to read Scott's
romanciog and profane works, Now, 1
will say, that while 1 disapprove of the
dancing amusement, | ain quite coofident,
end I thivk all intelligent and judicious
Chrisiians will agrce with we, that with
reference to religion, anda in all other res-
pecis, the reading of these profane and
other romances, is an offence a thousand
times greater than the other. T'he dis-
tinction between them, here mentioned,
agrees exactly with the saying of our Lord
to certain characters, ** Ye strain at a gnat
aud swallow a camel.”’ ,

And nowy in drawing to a close, I ear-
nestly adviee all young persons, male and
female, and all othere, who have a venera-
tion for the Divine name, and the Sacred

Pt R R e R

Oracles, and desire to observe a consistent
Christian profession, to refrain from at-

tending at she propss2d o Lisn gy Py,
to the members of the Young Men's Asso-
ciution, to the Lecturer himself—a minister
of religion—who will have to travel a
thousand miles, on his very unsuitable and
improper wission, and to all others, 1 ear-
nestly recommend the solemn considera-
tion of the tollowing passages of the sacred
and authoritative Scriptures, as being di-
rectly applicable to the whole subject : —
‘: They that forsake the law praise the
wicked.” Prov, xxviii. 4. ** Remove far
from we vanity and lies.”” Prov. xxx. 8,
k¢ In whose eyes a viie person is contemn-
ed.” Ps. xv. 4. * lle that telleth lies
shall not tarry in my sight.” Ps. 101.
**Have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather reprove
them.” Eph. v. 11, ¢ Work  out your
own salvation with fear and trembling.”
Phil. ii. 12. - ¢ Abstain from all appear-
ance of evil." 1 Thes. v. 22, - «* Be ye
holy, for [ am holy;” 1 Pet. i. 16. ** The
wrath of God is revealed from heaven
agaiost all ungodliness and unrighteous-
ness of men.”” Rom. i. 17. Requesting
the earliest convenient pubiieation of this
letter, I remain Sir,
: ‘ Wi Xl)l}m‘._k‘ﬂ*}gyfﬂ,gfa:";:ij\:;», e
Jony G. MARSBALL.

— o - b - v

IN MEMORIAM. -

MRS. LETITIA WELSH,

The suhject of this memoir, died’on the
Ot day ot October lass, 1873, in the 77th
year of her age, leaving an aged busband,
dear echildren and - mapy relatives and
friends t0 mwourn her absence. Oar dear
sister profesned faith in the Redeemer quite
carly 1o life, was baptized by our venerable
brother Charles Randall, and joined the
Dighy Joggin Baptist chiurch, ot which she
rewained u faithful and consistent member
until God called her to jrin the Charch
trinmphant above. She was a christian of
the good old stamp. She entertained very
clear and comprenensive views of the doc-
trives of the Bible. - God's electing love,
and jastification by faith in Christ, were
the themes upon which she loved most to
dwell. Apd when ber mind became im-
paired by disease and old age, 8o that she
could not converse as intelligently upon
other subjects as formerly ; whenever the
subject ot religion was introduced, she
would converse upon the doctrive of the-
 atonement, and ber faith in that atone-
ment, with as much clearness, as when in
the fall vigor of her womanhood. She was
a very affectionate wife, a kind and- faith-
ful mother. She loved to entertain the
winisters of the gospel at ber house, and
many of them whom she has now joined in
the better land, bave shared her hospitali-
ty in_ her pleasant and quiet howe in
days gone by. Our dear sister fell aslee
in ~Jesus without"a struggle. She was
beautiful in death, Her tuneral was igr~
proved by tie writer in an address to a
large congregation from a text chosen by
the deccased. + There the wizked cease
from troubling ; and there the weary be at
vest,”  Job. ui. i7.

“ So grant me, Lord from every snare,

And sinful p ssion free,

Al ft. through fath's serener air,
To urge my cousse 10 Thee,”

—Com, by Rev. G. D. Cox

Religious  Jutelligence,

Westrorr.—H., E Payson Esq. writes
from this place : — W hen we look back upon
the past year, we have much to be thankful
for. Whileso many lives bave been destroy-
ed by tbhe sud calamities experienced on the
shores of 01r highly favoured Provinee,and
sadoess and mourning brought, to many
fawilies, the inhabitants of this place,
whose occupation is on the water, have
gone out'and returned, and no accident has
befallen any, and the prosperity of the
people has been financially good—but in a
religidus point of view we have nothing
cheering to communieate, Elder Rideout is
labouring with us. On Christmas day a
Woman's Missionary Aid Society, was
organized, with fifteen members, which has
been increased to near forty, with good
prospects of success) We commenced a
collection' last Sabbath™evening, for the
Foreign Mission, to be continued the first
Babbath in each mouth, with Missionary
prayer meetings.

As we have s0 many miesionaries in the
field, it shows us that we, with all the
Churches of our denomination shoald be en-
gaged in this departwent of Christian labour,

vut enjoying a season of refreshing from
the pre-ence of the Lord, Wishing you
the greatest prosperity, and ‘a bappy New
Year. g ;
[ remain youra fraternally,
H. E Pavson,

Lockeport —Jan, 2nd 1874, — Dear Bro,
—7The work of the Lord is beipg revived

| among us. The hearts of his people are

gladdened by refreshiog showers of Divine
grace. ** Blessed " indeed, ** is he whose
eins are covered ” if he look backward, he
sees nought but the goodness of God, or

[ dare sZeak oat our hopes, O for the faith or’]

| are racing to destraction.

We Lope the winter will notpuuawaj with- [

mstnicsmegmastio - ——
—— - N

gratitude, and if his eye of faith carries him
upward through the azure depths, to the
s hoase of S Desty avecid oSkl waijoy*
unspeakable. Blessed, thrice blessed, are
the people of Gud. To be numbered
among them ,—what bliss;—to be eeparzted
from them—what woe. All hail my
brother? Kuoow thee who thou art, a
child of God. Weary and worn with the
toil of hife, yet be of good cheer, ¢ there
remains a rest.” Once up yonder in_man-
sions of bliss, and there will® be no' more
racking of brains for thought, no more toil
unrequited, ' The Master whose servant ye
are will richly reward you for ** faithtul
continuance in well doing.” Yes, our hearts
are cheered. Though the féih_r;égt of the |
world bsat Wildly upon us, yet the Master
has risen up,and the clouds have fled before
his voice, the darknees is over, and again
we are refreshed with light from the Sun
of Righteousness. Like the fishermen of
old we toiled all night; and, apparently,
caught nothing, nevertheless, pushing well
out from the land of self, at the Master’s
"bidding, we let down the net once more.
Our expcctations run high, ‘we scareely

Peter that we might tread the ‘crested
waves of unbelief.  We hear the battle cry
in other parts, and are told that our Christ
isall victorious. Tleaven is made jubilant
over the wanderer’s return, its paluces are
vocal with the music of angels, over earth’s
prodigals returning to their . heavenly
Father’s home. C2n God forget us? True
we are only a little une, a Lot in the midst
of unbelieving Sodom. Did Gud overlook
Lot? We do not pray for Sodom’s visita-
tion, but the burden of our prayer, uttered
with the tears of the faithful in Zion is,
for the mighty power which fell upon
Nineveh, that all may repent and ery
mightily to God, aye, we look for a Pente-
costal season,when a goodly number of our
people be laid prostrate by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and as the only way of pardon
and peace **shall belicve an1 be baptized,”
in the apostolic fashion. Am I too earnest?
What! as a servant of the matchless Re-
deemer, witk but a day to work for him ;
as a believer in Heaven'and Hell, with but
a brief moment to warn sinners; as a
witness to the judgements of God which
are abroad in the land, and the ravages of
death among the people; believing as I do
that those who die in the Lord shall have
a glorious immortality, while they who are

P | strangers to sovereign grace must ‘sink for

-ever into woe unytterable ; with sueh know-
ledge as this upon my eonscience, can I be
calm, can 1’ speak in measured accents ?
What! can a minister of the Gospel look
on ealmly, while, with flzet foot, sinners
Believe me
there are such men, who wear the garb of
the priesthood. God have wercy on them,

[ if they awake not soon; a** judgement day”’

will bring them to theirsens: s. There ure
sume things in thevlogy which [ understand
but bow a winister can be starched, and
formal, and cold, hall hearted and indolent
& minister only in appearance, | cannot
understand, unless the man is unconverted
or else forgets to pray.

Yours traly,
Eowaerp WaiTMaN.

Queens County —Rev. J. A. Durkee
writes from Milton, Jan. 16th, * Brother
Ballentine has lately baptized three at
Caledonia—nine at South Brookfield.”

“* Qur Week of Prayer services have
been fullowed by signs of coming good at
Liverpool where there are enquirers. Meet-
ings are continued at both places this week.
Pray for us. '

Dowinion & Foreign News,

HALIFAX, N. 8., JANUARY 28, 1874,

J. B. Lewis, one of the Ottawa candi-
dates for the Commons, who had been ill
for some time wag dying on Satarday last.
He is one of the oldest eitizens, havin
been a member of the first City Council,

The ** Canada Gazette' of Saturday last
confirms the appointment of Mr. Hanting-
ton to the Presidency of the Council,

UNITED STATES,

The Senate on Wednesday last confirmed
the nowination of Waite as Chief Justice
without a dissenting vote, an expression of
lavor lor a nowminee to that office unequalled
withio the memory gof the videst Seoator.

On Wednperday there was a great fliod
at Bulfio. The ice jam and water m
Buffalo River carried away the Ohio Street
Bridge, in its course sweeping ten first-
class vesscls down the stream, and piling
them againet the Michigan Street Bridge.
The bowspritaof the vessels in their rapid
coursé carried away Plympton’s elevator,.
inilicted serious damage on the City and
N’lﬁn elevators, and completely demora-
lized the sheds of the New York Central

| about him, his heart must fill up big with

¢

Railway Compay. “Loss estimated at
million of dollgrs. P

The Siamese Twins died on the 17th
Inst , at their homme in North Carolina.

since whieh time he has beco frettul and
strongly addicted to drinking liguor as a
means of alleviating his sufferings. = As
soon as it was discovered that Chang was
dead, Eng became terribly shocked, and
raved wildly for a time, exhibiting sigos of
great mental aberration. This attack was
followed by a deadlystupor. In two hours
from the death of Chang, Eog died.

The Ra_ﬂway tunnel in Washington
Avenue, St Louis, caved in on Tuesday the
20th, causing a loss of $50,000.

On the same day a frightful accident
occured in Bennington, Vermont. An ex-
plosion, caused by a leaky gasoline pipe,
demolished a sewing room, instan ly

there, and badly injuring eix others,
hesides many eligntly wounded, and setting
fire to the building, which was burned with
a loss of §100,000. The buildiog  was
partially insured.

A telegram from Port Townsend, Wash-
ington Ter., announces the toial lusiot the
ship ¢ Panther,” no lives were lost. The
‘* Panther " was destined for San Francisco.

Mayor Havemeyer’s message just issued
shows the city debt of New York to be

of $9,084,428,69.

ed at Portland for sume time past is to be
relieved, S'r rlugh Allan has agreed to
despateh two steamers a week to Portland,
an{ the first extra one ‘left Liverpool “for
that purpose last Saturday.

Caleb Cushing hus decided to aceept the
Spanish Mission,

Fires in Chieago on Tuesday inclu 'ing
the burning of the Union Uentral Depot
involved a loss of -$90,000° At one time
apprebensions for the safety of the eity
were entertained, | iy ;

Proressor Acassiz has bequeated his
library to the Muscum of Cimp rative
Z ology, except such books as his son Alex.
Agassiz way choose to keep for himseli bug
i8 to return them to the Muscum when he

has no further use for them.

* The bulk of a burninz and abandoned
vessel, named the ¢* Willie Cux,” wis pas-
sed in.mid ocean, The **Willie Cox’ sailed
from Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.

New Yorg, Jan. 26, P. M.—Gold 1114,

O per ceot.
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LATEST FROM E UROPE,

a despatch on Saturday last we learned
that the Imperial Parliament had been dis-
solved by Royal Decree. The Premicr Mr.
(iladstone has issued an address to his con-
stitutents at Greenwich, acking for a re.
election, and announcing that the Queen
had been pleased to accept the advice of
H:r Ministers to dissolve the present Pai-
liawent iwmediately, and to su.smon a new
oane to meet onthe 5:h March, 1874

In his address Mr. Gladstone gives as
his reason for this meusure, that since the
defeat of the Guvernment upon the Irish
Higher Education Question by the con:
current effurts. of the leader of che Opposi-
tion and the Catholic Prelacy in lreKmd,
Govérnment has not been possessed of
sullicient authority to uarry  out, grest
legislative measures. Its expefience dur-
ing the recess of Pasliawent “bus not indi-
cated that uny improvement in its position
was probable, the chief of the Opposition
having refused to accept office on the
defeat of the Guvernwent, und the Cabinet
fecling t'at they have not the support
which every Mimstry ought to enjoy,

An appeal to the people is the proper
remedy for fuch a state of things. ‘T'he
advantage ol'a dissolation at the present
wowent is that the estimutes are so far
advanced that the Goverument is able to
promise & surplue of 5.000 000 poands
sterling, with whieh it ‘intends to abolish
the income tax to relieve lueal taxation.

Among matters likely to come before
Parliameut are the readjustment of the
Edueation” Act, improvement of the Loeal
Governwent, and of lund, gime and liquor
laws. The address promises large wea-
sure of relief from duties on articles
entering into general consumption, and
expresses a hope for the speedy assimila-
tion of the country with the borough
franchise,

Ouo Thursday last a deputation of work-
ing men headed by Joseph Areh, waited on
Mr. Gladstone, and urged the propriety of

agrigultural laborers. Mr. Gladstove ex-
pressed hiwself in favor of the ohject, but
adviced them to be patient, apd pointed
out the magnitude and weigh tiness of the
measure and the briel duration of the pre-
seot Parliament,

‘The address of Gladstone, announcing
the dissolution of Parliament, flatteus the
market fur English securitics,

Ou Friday lust flags were displayed from
public and private baildings in
the Murriage of Duke of Edtuburgh.

Wind-or - Castle, Sandringham, and
~other buillings occupied by the Royal
Family were profusely decorated with
bunting. Throughout the entire country,
bells were ringing in honor of the nuptials.

It i¢ romored that the King of the
Aslantees has sent an embassy to Gen,
Wolsely, sueing for peace and offering in-
demnity.

A large Cotton ho_tor{ in Glasgow, was
burned on Thursday night ; loss £150,-
000, Four thousand operatives are thrown

-~

-out of employment,
The Lon Timcs publishes the sub.

| Coang was - pastis Uy parolomed, apg, 14 .

_killing nine women who were vt work .

L $106 471.953.72, aninercase since 1871 -

Tne Freicnr Brockape which has exist.

Stg. Exchange §$4.844. to $4 88. Money

ExcLAND.— Parliament dissolved, ~From

extending the elective franchise to the’
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