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~ Poetry.

THE OLD YEAR. -

ournful tono I hear thee "y ,—-
W.l.ﬂA\ l?..’ another yoeur hath sped |
As If within that civelet lay
Lite's garland, dead.

hought! Thy mensure is not Time's;
v?\“gr‘thneyleldn Iita each glowing hue ;
Fair fruit may fall,=the tendril climbs,
And clasps anew,

Time hath mate landmarks of his own;
They a9 208 suckh a8 may may ralse ;
Not his the rudely vambered stoue
On life's broad ways,

The record measurine his sperd
[4 but & shadow SOt er apro i, =

A bhrow ot leaf=n bioken reed,
Or milaew shud, :

And If his fonttall erush the flower,
How sweet the spiley periune sprivgs !
His mildew stuin upon the tuwer
Agloly LrINgY

Then let the murmuring volce be still,
The heart hold tast its treasure orighty

The hearth glows warm when sunbeams chilly
Lile ha'h no night.

The Tast full-r'pencd day is garnered to ity

hee,
Lﬂml un&w rich frui‘ace stored by careful
hand, -
Aud Twilight, angel of the shade-wreathed
face,
Drapes ber brown vestures over soa and land,

Dim weeps the moof, bekind strange mists,
ufur,
Leading her mourners alowlr up the sky ;
The wind comes stealing thro' 's gatessjar,
And sobs and whispers, ** The Qld Year
must die.”

Alas! for earthly frirndships are but few
And of all filends Time surely is man's ‘mu
And this gray year is Time's child, brave au
rue, -
Stronger, mayhap, for us, than all the rest.

Todle! Eternity comes moving on,
The :w. Cunt mnoments fall,~he strikes the
nt
Sad moans encii number thro' the heart,~'tls

gone!
The echo, bened iction and farcwell,

~ Religious.

. — -

CONFERENCE ON EVANGEL-
ISTIC WORK IN LONDON,
An important meeting of ministers,

with other Cbristian workers took

place in Cannon-street Hotel on Tues-
day Dec. 1st. After tea a short
prayer-meeting was held to implore
the Divine blessing upon the prooceed-
ivgh, At half-past six the Conference
commeonced in the great hall, and was
lurgely attended by ministers of all de-
nominations, Indeed, such a sight hus
robably seldom been witnessed even
in that place of monster religious meet-
ings, and we could but think that the
tons wnd charaoter of the gathering
augured well for forthecoming blessings
ou the masses. The chair was ocou-
jed by Mr. Robert Baxter, The
ywn, **Come, let us join" baviug
been heartily sung, prayer was offere
by the Rev, Mr, O'Neill,

The Ubsirman, in a fow opening
remacks, said that the oldest of them
could never remember any season io
the Church of Christ throughout our
land when the mauifest presence of
God, the power of the Holy Ghost in
the conversion of souls, and the
awakening of Christians was so gener-
ally felt as at the present time. It
was pot only in the North and in the
West, but everywhere, in every section
of the Church where the people ussem.
bled to pray for the outpouring of the
8pirit, where they had been bowed
down to ask, God had abundantly
given. Times of refreshing were a
matter of history concerning the past,
From the begioning ot the century
there had been a revival which was
broader and deeper now than hereto-
fore. The Lord hud been workivg,
the church had been roused, and her
energy had been brought forth, and
the ({ospel had been carried to the
willions more widely aud freely than it
bad been for the last fifty years, The
order of gheir present proceedings
would be that three of their brethren—
one from Kdinburgh, one from Dublin,
and ope from Belfast——would speak

for about twenty minutes, each giviog

& detailed account of the marvellous
work in those localities. Then they
would submit three resolutions, space

being allowed for any remarks in re-
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ference to the subject. He need not

add that the Lord greatly blessed in.
strumentality, and He had been pleared
to use Messrs Moody avd Sankey to
do a wonderful work in the North,
They were expected in London, and
they might hope to sce this great city

‘moved o & manner in which-it-had not-{

hitherto been affected by the preachiog
of God's Word, and the gathering ot
the people together for prayer.
(Cheers )

The Rev. Scott Monorieff, of St

| Thomas' Eoglish Episcopalian Charéh,

Edinburgh, said it was with great
pleasure he appeared befora them to
give some-ancount ot God's marvellous
work during the past year in Klio.
burgh. More than a year ugo he was
asked by a friend to attend a series of
prayer meetings for a bloasini upon
the expected visit of Messrs. Moody
and Sankey. [le did not, however,
go, for he confessed he had a prejudice
against the movement. He bad
always taken an interest in revival
work, but he felt a prejudice to the
plan of their two American brethren
he knew not why, but fancied they
were making too much of the instru.
monts, However, when they appeared
he took the earliest opnortunity of
going and judging for himself. The
first fow sentences ho heard from the
lips of Mr. Moody did not recommend
him, but very soon ke felt he was in.
deed an honoured instrument in the
Lord's hand for doing a great work.
There was no brilliant eloquence, no

reat learning, or anytbiog of that

ind. but there was a quiet, earnest,
simple setting forth of the loving Sa.
viour before the people, He forgot
the man entirely, and merely thought
of what he was saying, and he was
greally foterested and touched. In
the meetings held there was no un.
natural excitement, but vast crowded
audiences, ull earnestly hungering for
the bread of life, the felt presence of
the great Lord Himself being amongst
them. And then when Mr. Sankey
sang—and he must counfess it was
against this singiog he had prejudice
—he said to Mr. Moody that friends
were complaining ; in reply to which he
said Christ’'s advent was sung a long
time before it was preached on the
morning of His birth. He saw Mr,
Sankey had a special gift, and was
waking good use of it. The singular
power with which i singing be oaused.
every word to be distivetly heard by
the vastaudionce, and the simple beauty
of some of his hymns stirred the
hearts of all who heard. ThLe wurk
soon increased, and it became wanifest
that Mr. Moody was a power not ouly
as & preacher but in adirring up others,
atid at the various meetings which
were held in different churches wnd
halls where the evangelists themselves
oould pot attend, yet where thare wos
the same simple, earnest sotting forth
of a loving Saviour, there the same im-
pression evidently was made. Io gene-
ral result, he observed, the movement
was blessed first in quickening spivitual
life in the Edinburgh churches, then
in drawing Christians together, as he
had never before seen them. Chris-
tians of all denominations met to bear
testimony to tueir common Suviour.
(Cheers.) This had been the most
preoious result in Scotland, especially
consideriug they had ihe character of
being a sort of theologionl poreupines.
Qertainly, a vast number of their quills
had been drawn. (A laugh.) Avother
result was that real Christian work and
devotion had been enormously in-
creased, Their mid-day prayer-meet-
ing in Edioburgh was a porfect wonder |
it consisted of an nddress by the chair.
man, and voluutary petitions for
special subjocts presented by individ.
uale, no person being expected to oc.
cupy more thau five minutes. In all
the meetings he had never witnessed
anything like unhullb{ excitement,
but & deep spirit of real devotion, all
feeling they were evidently very near
the Great Master. hrist wus
preached, and that was the best way to
preach repentance ; and as & result
men's whole lives bad been changed—
of which the speaker quoted several in.

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, December 30, 1874.
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stunces, one being that of a friend
whose six domestio servants had been
converted, He looked forward with
intonse interest and hope to the results
of the anticipated movement in Lon.
don, and counselled the frienda to give
a hoarty welcome and support, for the
more-
they would look at the Saviour leading
them on, and the better they would be
drawn together to bear faithful testi-
wovy for Him. It would be his most
earnest prayer that he who had been so
blessed. in. Scotland might gause the
‘power of the truthto be felt in London
a8 it had pever been felt before; that
hearts migiit bo moved and souls
quickened : that Christinns might feel
they had glorious work to do for Him;
and that iany, many poor lost wander-
in',z..i sheep might be gathered into the
fold,

The Rev. H, M. Williamson, Pres-
byterian minister, of Belfast, in a very
stirring addross said he felt deeply the
responsibility of addressing them, be-
onuse ho felt that the issues of that
~meeting would be far greater than any
of them could probably then foresee.
Londoun for Christ meant, in a sense,
the world tor Christ ; it was the heart
of the whole civilised world; and
while rejoicing greatly at the work
olsewhere, he could truly say at their
pmgebmeeting they had been turning
with- hope, -expectation, and tnxiot{.
to koow what the Lord would do in
that mighty Babylon—London ; be.
cause they felt that the works in the
provinces, however great and blessed,
were neoessarily circumscribed and lo-
cal, but if it pleased Almighty God,
through any instrumeuntality, to move,
even in the same proportion, l.ondon,
as He had the country, untold bless.
ings must result throughout the world,
(Cheers.) He knew there was great
prejudioe against revivals for some
reasons, especially with the miunistry,
but he would only remind them that
whatever their thoughts and feelings
might be about it, the Bible from Gen-

been God's way periodioally to lift up
Hiswcause when low, by what they
were nocustomed to oall revivals,
(Hear) He described with some de-
tail the visit of Messrs, Moody and
Sankey to Belfast, and stated that their
sucoess might be greatly attributed to
the fact that they always preached the
three It's of the 60.;)0!. he methods
obtained access to the populur miad,
and tho Lord had set His scal by add.
ing thousauds of souls, One import-
ant feature in the revival was the
« anxions meeting.” e believed the
general ministey lacked much power,
because of their luck of these private
helps to the public teaching, Children
bad been largely gathered in, and he
exhorted them not to look doubtlully
on the conversion of boys and girls.
The work was still going on, though
the Kvangelists had lett, and was
largely spreading in the country.
He oconoluded by an earnest ap-
enl for united cffort- on behalf of
Y‘ondon. urging that in respoase to
their work of faith and labour of love
God would flood the city with a flood
of blessing, (Cheers.)

The Rev. F. Downing, of the Church
of Ireland, Dublin, described the work
in Dublin, They had meetings in the
Kxhibition Palace, the like of which,
as to numbers, Le really believed had
never proviously been held, and it was
significant, and wonderfully encourag-
ing, thut such crowdoed meetings should
be in the oause of religion and truth,
The geueral result he stated as very
similar to that already desoribed in
Belfast, many of the incidents narrated
being remarkably striking. Speakivg
of the bisbops and archdeacons in their
relation to the work, he mentioned o
instance where one of the latter had
refused to attend the revival meetings
“ a8 ho did vot want to turn Moodin
head.” He told the archdeacon he
ovidently did not kvow what Mr,
Moody was mado of, for he was sure
he (Mr. Moody) would not care the
snap of his finger if all the bishops

of the kingdom were listening to him.
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looked at the work the more

esis to Revelation, and the history of
the Church since, showed that it had

He preached the Christ, and heaven for
lost sinuers,hence his power, Although-
he (the speaker) was,at first, much pre-
judiced ngainst the movement, he was
afterwards wonderfully impressed with
what he witnessed. Roman Catholic
doctrines were not specially held up to

-only the Uress was lifted, |

and the result was many Catholio con-
versions took place. One Catholio die-
uted the meeting he attended being
rotestant, upon which he was asked
what he would call it, as it certainly was
not Catholio, ** Why,” said-he, * it is
an American. talking with the Irish, a
sort of international communion.” (A
laugh.) He prayed for groat blesgings
on the forthcoming mission to Liondon.

The Rev. Char, Moston proposed,
and the Rev. J. T. Wigner, of New
Croes, seconded, the first resolution,
which, with a modifioation adopted by
the suggestion and practical aid of the
Rev, lgr. Allon, was to the effeot ** that
deeply impressed with the value of un.
cited prayer and supplication as the sure
earnest of God's richest blessing, and
thankfully acknowledging the goodness
of God in the spirit of prayer so abun-
dantly” poured out upon l{il people ia
these days, they resolved to encourage
existing prayer-meetings, and where
they ocould, to establish others, a daily
meeting to be held in the chapel kindly
offered by Dr. Allon for the purpose.”
‘I'wvo other resolutions were also
passed: “ To give Messrs. Moody
and Sankeg a hearty welcome to Lon-
don, and barmoniously, without seo-
tarian distinction, to render them all
possible aid.” '

The Chairman anvounced that the
comuittee had taken the Agrioultural
Hall, Isliogton, for nine weeks from
March next for the evangelists and
they invited offers of hall accommoda-
tion free throughout London during
their intended four months' visit from
March to June next—ZDaptist.

- -

The following speeck from the Boston
Advertizer, was senttous b
with the remark * It shews that the
‘* heathen’ are not such fools as we
sometimes think. Perlneu ou Ccan
fiud room for it some time,' l’t will be
rend with interest as a sample of the
Chinese mind,greatly modified,however,
by contact with Americans,

SPEECH OF THE HON. CHAN
LAISUN, OF CHINA,

AT THE MEETING IN NEWBURYPORT,
MASS,, IN DEHALF OF THE PROFOS-
ED UNIVERSITY FOR INSTRUCTION
IN MODERN LANGUAGES,

Ladies and Gentlemen :—1t is some-
what embarrassing for a foreigner to
speak o foreign language, and, in the
course of my speech, if you find any
glaring faults, auy unpardonable gram.
matical construction, you will be kind
enough to overlook that, and look to
the substance rather than to the gram-
mar and the language. I know that
8o many uble speenkers before me
have paid so wmavy eulogiums upon
China that I feel now already sinking.
I feel just like a little baby with so
many gold orpaments, bracelets, and
pearls and diamond{ on all in a heap,
as if it wanted to bawl right out,
But being adorned with such precious
things, of course I must prove worthy
of them, - I am to give zou the system
of Chivese education ; how we try to

ut education on & very superior and
high footing in China. No doubt all
of you, from the youngest to the oldest
in this audirnce, know that China is a
very old country, And its population!
I have beard an expression like this:
* The population is so great it is much
like the loousts ; like the bees that
swarm in summer.” The population
there is so great that universal educa-
tion in the empire would be consider.
ed very hard ; but at the same time
we thiok that we have bave put the
eduoational system on such a footing
that the poorest of the poor can go to
our schools. It is not supported by
public funds, nor is it endowed ; but &
school-teacher may cpen a school any.
where, and he will have from five even

to fifty scholars, and each.boy,~I

by a friend-
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speak of boys, because in China girls
are not very much thought of, and
their education is much neglected—
each pupil pays two dollars a year.
So that if a teacher haa ten pupils he
will make ten dollars a year, I don't
suppose he will get rich off that very
| soon. He can't have beefsteak every
day, or roast beef, or chop either, but
he can live on vegetable and salt fish.
Now from ancient time up to this pre-
went our civilization has been just the
same, say about 3,000 years, bout
1,000 years before the Christian era.
The system of eduoation at this pre-
sent time and that 3,000 years ago are
precisely alike. Our districts, our
oities, our villages, our hamlets—all
have their universities, colleges, and
schools, aud into these schools all boys
go, not beoause they are supportoed by
publie funds, but because they see
the necessity of learning, so ns to be
able to go into the world with some
knowlodge in their heads, You will
ask, what do they learn? Do they
learn grammar, geography, philosophy,
psychology, meuntal philosopby, chem.
istry, algebra, trigonometry, conic sec-
tiona ? Those are modern inventions,
I think. We don't get so far as that.
We confine ourselves entirely to the
classics ; and what are the olassica ? [
will tell you, Classics are not Grecian
or Roman, neither are they the Sans.
krit; but these classics dwell particu-
larly upon filial love, upon the govern-
ment of one's own family, This is the
root, this is the nut confined in a little
shell, that rules the whole empire. If
one family governs its children well
and the children render to their family
filinl love and respect, that family is a
model ; then there aré a thousand
familes all following the same course,
that town is a model, and with these
increased to 10,000, the city is &
model, and that 10,000 increased to
willions, that country is a model, and
wherever you find a country that is
well goverved in its fawilies, where

parents, that country is a model
country. It is the first fundamental
law, and it is that, I think, kept intact
for three or four thousand years,
which has made China an independent
nation, and a nation that has preserved
its integrity and its unity. Now, as I
was about to say, the emperor sends
his chauncellor into these schools and
he examines the candidates for admis-
sion to a higher grade. There are
about 15,000 of them, each one opcu-
Kylug a little Xlaco by bimself, like a
orse-stall, bout twelve o'clock at
m%bt tha chancellor would give out his
subject. The Kuglish version of it
would be : ** The greatest virtue that a
filial son can show to Lis parents is
robedience.” Now that is tho text of
an esgay. This is ocalled the prefec-
ture examination, and after the essays
are all examined, one hundred and
twelve candidates are selected—a ver
small proportion from 15,000, KEvery
three years each prefecture sends 150
or 200 students to the trieunial exam-
ination, when 15,000 will be gathered,
from whom only 72 are seleoted.
Every four years they send these
young men up to the capital—to Pekin
—and if they there go through their
examination successtully, then they
obtain what we call the degree of Maas-
ter of Arts, Aftor that they are ex-
amined again, and then they aro ad-
mitted into what we call the imperial
oollege. When a man attains that
place, he is eligible to any position,
although from the first time yqu prove
yourself sucoessful in your competitive
examination, you are eligible to any
office to which the throne may appoint
ow. So I don't care whether a man
I8 poor or rich, or whether his parents
have anything in the way of reputaticn
or celebrity, the poor man's son, or
even beggar's son, is just as good as
the prime winister's son, if he onl
shows he bas the talent, He is eligible

oven to the prime minister's chair,
Aud thus the throne is supported b
this great mass of literary men, an
these literary men are the vox populi,
a3 we oall it here. The emperor does
vot do anything without asking the ad.

children pay their due respect to their
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