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HALIFAX, N.8., DECEMBER 80, 1874

. BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1%75.

INTERNATIONAL SERIES,
Heroes and Judges.

Sunpay, January 3rd, 1875.—Joshua
Encouraged.—Joshua i. 1<,

GoroxN Trxr.—Thou therefore my son
be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus, 2 Timothy ii. 1.

Exprosrrion.=1. Now. The conjunction
in the origival is most commonly employed,
like our word and, to connect that which
follows with that which precedes. The
Book of Joshua is thue grammatically con-
nected with that of Deuteronomy, which
closes, as the Book of Joshua opens, with
a reference to the death of Moses. This
conjunction stands at the begioning of

‘Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, thus

linking them with Gienesis, a8 a connected
bistorical “series. This connection of the
sacred books is not obeerved in the Common
Version.

After. How long after we do not know.
Busu : ** The timg reforred to was probably
at the conclusion of the thirty days of
mourning for Moses, Deut. xxxiv. 8.

The Death. 1t occurred in consequence
of the sin at Meribuh-Kadesh, Num, xs.
7-13, on one of the heights ot Moab, east
of the camp of Israel. It was, like the
death of cvery sujnt, at cnce a penalty for
sin and a happy deliverauce from the power
of sin, transferring the soul to a scenc of
grest glory, Luke ix. 30, 31. Even in
visiting upon hiq\ the penalty of his trans.
gression, God conifurted him, showing him
the land of Canaan aud gonversing with
him like a friend, Deut. xxxiv. 1-4. Thus
ever, God draws wercifully near to the
saint In the hour of death.

Moses was bora in Egypt ata time when
the vative Egyptian dyoasty had just ex-
pelled the Asiatic shepherds from Lower
Egypt, and repossessed the whole country.
The Israclites, themselves Asiatios  and
shepherds, and high in favor with the
defeated power, were naturally detested by
the Egyptians. The Egyptian goverument
formed a plan which seemed wise: it de-
termined to keep the Israclites in- the
country as laborers and defenders of the
frontier, but to reduce them in numbers by
destroying the male infants, and to degrad»
them and break them down by excessive
toil, so that they should be incapable of
alliance with foreign enemics and of for-
saking Egypt for the conquest of Palestine.
Moses was born when this persecution was
at its height. His extraordinary beauty
led his parents to use extraordinary vigi-
lance in the preservation of his life.
Placiog their trust in God, - Heb. xi: 23,
they concealed him three monthe. In his
early manbood be had dreams of delivering
the Iraelites from bondage, and was wil-
ling to atandon all his princely honors at
the royal court, in order to effect thie holy
purpose, Heb. xi. 24-27. As a prophet
of God, and a mcdiator between God and
man, he was a type of our blessed Lord,
Deut. xviii. 15. He was inepired to
write the five books of the Penteteuch,
which are on this account called the Books
of Moses. The 90th Psalm is also from
his pen. -

The servant, or wminister, guediator,
deputy or vicegerent of God, the honored
organ through whom he communicated his
will to his chosen people and managed all
their varied interests being * found faithful
in all God's house aé a servant.’ God
himeelf is pleased to s0 denominate kim,
vs. 2, but aleo in Rev. zv. 8, where it is
said of the company standing upon the sea
of glase, that they * sing the song of Moses
the servant of God." The same term is
applied to others in the Old Testawent,
but only to those who are eminent in piety
and good works and specially honored of
God, Gen. xxvi. 24 ; Ps. xviii.1 ; 2 Chron.
xxxi. 16 ; Is. xx 3; xlii. 1-7; xlix. 3, 5,
8; lii. 13-15.

Lord, or Jehovah, The-later Jews held |

the word Jekovak to be 80 sacred that they
would not pronounce it.

The most common names for God in the
Old Testament are, Elobim and Jehuwah.,

* Yet the two names are to be distinguishcd.
Accopdiog to its derivation the word
Jehovah weans the Ewisting One. The
word Elohim, usually and properly rendcred
God in the Old Testament, corresponds to
our word Almighty. 1t is to be regretted
that this distinction between the two
words, Elohim expressing the abstract idea
of God as & supreme power, and Jehovah
the idea of God as graciously manifested
to his people, in his most endearing rela-

| where bis appointment ws commander of

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER,

tions, is quite obscured in the Common
Version, Sai¢, The communications of God
with Joshua were not so fréquent and so
familiar ae those with which lLe favored
Moses, Num, sxxvii, 21; Deut. xxxiv.
10-12; Josh, v, 13-185.

Joshua, first mentioned in Ex. xvii. 9,

the Israelite armies is recorded. Thie office
be retained until bis death ; and in the
text God adds to it the prerogatives of
Supreme Judge, such as Moses himeelf had
possessed. The name of Joshua was ori.
ginally Hoshea, Aelp, Deut. xxsii, 44
Num. xiii. 8, The divine name of Jah was
afterwards added to it, and it thus beowme
Jehoshua, or Joshua, Jehovah's help, a.
name which appears in its Greek form as
Jesus, ;

He accompanied Moses to the Mount of
the Law ; he was one of the twelve spies,
Num. xiii. 17, and one of the two who
give'a correct report, Num. xiv. 6. Near
“the clode of the life of Moses, he was
solemnly and publicly invested with autho- -
rity over the people, Num. xxvii. 18, and
healterwards reccived a special charge from
God through the wouth of the dying law-
giver, Deut, xxxi, 14, 23. In his eighty.
fifth year, in obedience to the divine com.
wission which our lesson rebearses, he as-
sumed command of the people, and began
& carcer of conquest which for hoth the
difliculties and splendid succe:ses which at-
tended it, stands almost without a parallel,
He died at the age of one hundred and ten.
years, after a life of stuinless pioty and
brilliant achievements,

Nun, was the father of Joshua, and of
the tribe of Ephraim, 1 Chron, ch. 7.

2. Moses my servant is dead. Joshua
wae grieving for the loss of his master,
which fact could not be ultered by grief ;
why then suffer it to unfit the wind for
duty? The.death of Moses had left the
people dependent upon Joshun, Numbers
xxvii. 18 ; Deut. xxxi. 14, 23; xxsiv. 9,
and there _was imperative nced that he
should arouse himself to the dificult tasks

which were before him. -

Arise, etc. The time passes. The peo-
ple have now no leader but you.

Go over. - A® -impossibility, so far as
human skill was concerned, Josh. iii. 15.
Jordan. The name is from & root which
means. (o descend; hence the meaning 18
the down flowing, or the descender, in alla-
sion to the rapidity ot its current.

The Land. Canaan, Ex. vi. 4. An
appellation derived from the name of Ham's
fourth son, Gen. x. 6; 1 Chron ke 8
whose deecendants coustituted a large part
of the inhabitants of Pulestive, Gen. x,
15-19; 1 Chron. i, 18-16. Itis desolate
now ; but we koow, not only from the
Scriptures, but from protane histery, that
it once supported & very deuse population,
which it could not have done had it not
been exveedingly well-watered and pro-
ductive,

Which I dogive, It is to be theirs not
by ordinary conquest, but by wy gracious
permission and bestowment.

Israel was the name given to Jacob after
be had wrestled with the angel at Peniel,
Gen ii. 28 The national naime dame to be
used in the time of Suul, in a narrower sense,
1 Sam, xi. 8; 2 Sam. xx. 1; 1 Kings xii.
16 ; wod on the divieion of the nation it
was applied, almost exclusively, to the
northern kingdom.

3. Every place that the sole of your foot
shall tread upen.. Abraham was ot per-
mitted to possess a foot-breadth of the land :
his descendants poesessed every foot-breadth
N '

As Ispake to Moses. The reference is
to Ex. xxiii. 30, 31,

4. The houndaries of the land are given
as in Deut, xi. 24,

The wilderness. The great Desert of
Arabia Petraea, on the south of Pulestine.
The Israclites nad paseed through a part of
it. It is inhabited now, ae 1t was then, by
tribes of Arabe, who live 1o tents, and
wander from place to place as the exi-
gencies of the seasors and the condition of
the scanty pasturage demand.

This Lebanun, from a Hebrew word

which menns ** to be white ;* and signifies,
hence, the white mountain. o winter it
s capped with snow ; and in summer the
lime-stone, of which it is built, glitters al-
most ae white as snow ; and travelers seem
Ircquently to have mistaken the distant
outeropping rock for patehes of snow. The
Bible always represents Lebanon as lying
on the northern border of Palestine, Deut,
L.7; 0l 25; =i. 24; Josh. xi. 1. Its
renowned cedars onoe furnished timber to
all the bordering countries; Solomon used
them in constructing the Temple and other
buildings ; but at present only & ' few rem.
nante of the ancient forests are found. The

highest peaks are Jebe! Mukhneh, which
reaches an altitude of about 10,200 feet,
and Hermon, which rises, cunepicuous in
vearly every part of Palestine, 10,000 feet.
The scenery of Lebanon is the grandest in the
East.  Euphrates. The largest, the loogest,
and by far the most important of the rivers
of Western Asin, [ts entire length Is
about one thoueand seven hundred and
cighty miles, more than two-thirds ot
which are navigable for small steam: voesels.
For the sawe reason it i called emphati-
onlly *¢ the river,” 1 Kings iv 21; Esra.
iv. 10, 16, It was one of the™rivers of
Paradise, Gen. i1. 14. The empire under
David and Solumon was bounded by thiv
river on the east, 2 Sam, viii, 3-8 ; 1 Ch.
xviii. 3 ; 1 Kings iv. 21 ; comp 2Chron. ix.
29.  Ad the land of the Hittites, horo used
with reference to the Canaanites in general,
a8 in 1 Kinge x. 20 ; 2 Kings vii. 0; Ea.
xvi. 3. Sowmetimes, similarly, the Amorites

the land, Gen. x. 15. Abrabam dwelt
among them for a time, and purchased
from them the field and cavoof Machpelah,
Gen. xxili. 19; xxv. 0. At that time
they seem to have been commercial, rather
than warlike; and their courtesy was
marked 7 but they were comparatively
weak, Gen. xi 65 xiil. 7. It was from
the Hittites that Esau obtuined his first
two wives; and judging from theee, the
people must have been irreligious and im.
moral, Gen, xxvi. 35 : xxvii.40; xxviii. 2
The great sea. The Mediterranean, the
western boundary, called in the Bible *¢ the
great sea,’’ because the greatest known to
the leraelites; *¢ the tea,” emphatically,
tor the same reascn, Gen. xlix. 13; Ps
xlsxx, 11 ovii, 23.
“ Coast,” a word which is now used
ouly with referecce to the border ot a sea.
5. Not any men shall stand before thee.
As an enemy in battle, successtully, The
prowice made to the whole nation, in Deut.
xi. 25, is here made to Joshua as the
leader of the nation,
As 1 was with Moses, etc. This was not
only an encvuragement to Joshua, but an

admonition that his success was not to pro-
ceed from his own ekill and courage merely,

but from the epecial divine blessing.

0. Be strong and firm. Denotes rather
firmness in the knees, and ability to main-
tain one's position against the attack of
loes. This expression occurs with increas.
ing omphasis four times in this chapter.”
OF course it refers, figuratively, to the at-
titude of soul which Joshua should wiin.
tain. Compare lsa. xxxv, 3.

Which 1 sware. Literally, which 1 lifted

up my hand, the form of taking a solewmn
oath, See Gen. xiv, 22 xsvi. 3.

7. Only. This word introduces the condi.
tion upon which God would fulfil the pre-
ceding promises. The promises of God are
in one aepect conditional, and in another
absolute.

All the law. Not such parts of it as
seemed expedient ; nor such as man might
consider most important ; but all. We are
prone to covsider & commandwent iwmport.
ant when it is agreeable, and ubimportant
when it 1s disagreeable. See Matt. v. 19;
Ps. cxix, 6.

Which Moses my servant commanded thee.
There way be epecial reference o the com.
mands in Deut. v, 32; xxviii. 14 ; xxxi.
7, 81 but the general reference 18 to the
Mosaic legislation at large.

T the vight hand or to the left. This
does not preseat the exact picture of the
original, which is not tbat of a traveler
pursuing steadily a wrong path, either to
the right or the left of the proper way, but
that of a traveler who dullies and wanders
out.of the rvad first on one s:de and then
on another, as he is allured by various
novel scenes and objects,

That thou mayest prosper, The original
word rendered prosper way mean fo act
wisely ; and ioasmuch s wisdom brings
prosperity, it also means to prosper,

8. This book of the law. The Mosaic writ.
ings.  Depart out of thy mouth, Joshua is
here commanded to teach the law to the
people, and to make it the cbiel topic of
his private cunversation. -

Meditate. 1t was his duty notbnly to
teach it in publie and in private, but to
make it the subjcot of his constant study,
See Pe, i, 2. :

9. Have not I commanded thee, The in._
terrogative form, as the most empbatic
mode of expressing the thuught,

Be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed.
Joshua needed this divine encouragewent ;
for there was much in the enterprise of
conquering Canaan to dismay the stoutest
beart.

Thy God is with thee. ** As the soldier’s
valor is stimulated by the eye of his oap-

tain, 80  vivid realization of the imwedi.

are mentioned in place of all the pation of

_questions, unless he hazards a guess and

—

ate presence of God is tho best safeguard
agaiost unmanly terror.”

Pracricar OpssrvaTions.~1, When one
great man dies, another is raised up to fill
his place. The cause of Christ is not de-
pendent upon the life ol any one,

2. Weshould not permit grief for the
death of even our dearest friends to unfit ve
for the ordinary duties of life,

3. ¢ The servant ot Jehovah,” vs, 1, is
the highess title of homor.

4. We winour wn{ to the higher stations
by perforwiog luithfully the duties of the
luwer.

5. Strength of willand firmness of pur-
pose are nhsolutel{ necessary to him who
would fight in behalf ot God and his own
soul,

0. The earth-l‘i

Canaan ut{po of the
heavenly, vs 2 3

Counsider ( he pil-

abundance of its delights, (3) lts per.
petuity as tho possession of the chosen
people, aud (4) The special manifestation
f &vd in it.

8. The Biblo is an intallible guide ; this
book, vs. 8.

0. The greatest heroism is bhis who fol. |
lows all the commandments and ordinances
of God, unswerving to the end, vs, 7-9,

10. God promises Canaan to the lsracl-
ites, but also direets them to - conquer it,
and gives them every place that the soles
of their feet should touch, that is, every
place that they should occupy as con.
querors — From ** Heroes and Juiyes, '

e —

Aouths’ Department.

CUHILDREN'S NEW-YEAR SONG.

New-Year is coming, is coming,
Neweyear is coming te-night,
And we'll give of our store to the ncedy poor,
And i their sad hearts with deii, ht.
Happy Now-Year, bappy New-\ ear
We'li give of our tie.suies some sad 'henrt
to cheer.

New.Year is coming “is coming, =
The chi'drun exultingly cry.
As they join in the stralo=ju the gl.d refrain,
And swell the chorus on high,
Happy New-Year, hwppy New. Year,
Joy ?elu ring loudly, ring loudly and
clear,

New.Year is coming, is coming—
‘The watchers have met to pray.
Watchiog to welcome the * New-Year * in,
As the ' Old-Year " passes away,
Happy New-Yoar, happy New-Year,
Songs are tor thee ; for the old, a tear.

New-Year is coming, ls coming,
Oh, what wil|_bis coming bring ?
Some will find sad und sorrowtul hours,
Others will laugh and sing.
Happy New-Year, ha?py New.Year,
Cowe yo;a for woe? or, come you for
cheer

New-Year i. coming, is coming;
Aund 80 let the wintry wind b ow,
While the snow lies white in the starlight dim,
1he tire has & brighter glow,
Huppy New-Year, happy New-Year, ¢
bBringing thy gluduess our Learts 1o cheer.

New.Year Is coming, is coming,
New-year is coming to-n:ght,
Lift up your voices und join in our song,
Ana hall the young Kii g witli-de ‘ght,
Happy New.Year, huppy New-Year,
. Bringing thy trcasures,our hearts o cheer.
Little Sower,

— W

PARLOR GAMES.

One of the party selects in Lie own mind
o distinguisted person or thing, and then
announces that he has a thought. The
others undertake to guess it Irow his an-
swers to their queetions, and bhe must be
familiar with the history of the sahject in
bis min 0 a8 not to mislead by wrong
answers. Each one is entitled to twenty

wisses, which pute hiw out. The right
guesser is entitled to the nextthought.
Let we tell you of an evening at home,
Just as [ remember it, We are all seated
around the student lamp in the fawily
room ; the rattle of the “* Tribune,” fal.
ling from father's hands, is a signal tHat
the news-gleaning is over. Maitin yawns
over ** Ninety-three.” The oclick “of
wother’s knitting-kneedles is perbaps a
little less frequent, and Mary loses both
ncedle and tewper over yards of dress
trimming, when Annie, who generally
manages to keep cool over her pretty ero-
chet work, announces the important fact to
the company that she has & thought. Al
are on the gui vive at the idea, and at onee
the catechism begins.

** Does it belong to the animal, vegetable,
or mineral kingdom 2" usks Mary,

** Animal,” is the anewer,

** Male or female 7"

** Male.”

‘* This continent or the other 7

“ This.”

“1s be living or dead 7

“ Dead+"’ ;

** Was he a vative of the Eastern, Mid-
dle, Western, or Southern States 2

** He was born in the Bastern, yet lived
mostly in the Middle.”

*Did be figure in the litériry, religious,
or political world 7" asks father,

7. Joshuwas a type of Christ, |~ Howold nreyow; Josie 7" asks

yet he stirred GK
what.”

* DId be sorve the government» quis.
zes Martin, | '

‘ Not officially ; and it was ot gener,
ally considered good service in his day .
yet be wus counted o patriot and warriop,»

** Is it considered good servioe now 9

“The very best, by eome, bus perhap,
more doubt the wiedom of it.”

“ Was he famous at all " doubtlngh
asks Martin,who cannot, from the nnlwex;,
fasten on any one.

-** Both-in song and etory,'’
Anule, .

‘* Has he been dend long 7'
_ ““lis death oovurred within il your
mewory, except Josie's who was engaged i,

5 —
religious worlg S0me.

grimage by which it was reached, (2) Tue }-@ by-play of house-building from piles of

Crandall timber by her side, and who wes

the only one, save the cat and canary, byt
were included in our game,

adding, ** this may seom a side
it is really to the point,"

** Seven, last May.”

“ Add eight to that, and you haye the
year of his ®®th," says Annie.

“ Well, I'am glad we have something
denfinite—something to hang fast op,
Died—fiftcen— years—agd;" tlowly repeats
Martin, while thinking, Did one g
bring him notorict y?" -

* ** One particular act brought “ut his
whole life, aud wade bis death long remem.
bered.” |

** Wae he looked upon as a wartyr by
sowe 7" pursued Martin,

**Very much in ‘that light,” |

* Did he dio a patural death, or was he
killed 2"

Killed,” emphatically.

** Were the two first lettérd“of '?iis name
Jobu Browu ?

*John Brown’s body lies a-mouldering in the
‘erave,
His-soul is mearching on,"”

sings Martin, who, having guessed right, is
entitled to the next thought, and he deter.
mines to have a puzzler. At the ond of
five minutes he professes readiness for the

i“u'o but

4

»

‘cross-questioning. The firet question elicits

the fact that the object in search of belouge
to the vegetable kingdom.

Iy it & remarkable species or a noted
one of a species ?” asks Annie.
** It ie one of a specics.”

‘““ Did any of us ever see this
one ?"

‘* The epecies is supposed to be as old as
s, and to be someway and somehow oon-
nected with it. We sve daily the species ;
the famous one we only know from history,
[+ figured in the fourteenth century,

“ Will you tell us in what part of the
world it did exise 2"

** In Switzerland.”".

** Was it in iteelf remarkable, or did the
acts i»l' aoother bring it into notice 2

L l.
sociated with u (amous act which oceurred
on the eve of n great revolution, We are
told, in tuct, that this act burried it on."

** Are we lawiliar with it ?” ;

‘“ Every sehoolbuy iv, It was a onse
where a.person’s skill was turned against
bim—used a8 a means of punishment,
The name of posseswing this remarkable
pussession of the power isell got him out
ull right, as it wos: always will,”

** L don’t see what all shis bas to do with
& certain vegetable or (ruit,'’ argues iw-
petuous Mary, :

** Nu,” snys Martin, * I
but Ldo "

particular

suppose not,

ooly legendary 7' eontinucs Mary,

‘1t 18 banded down to us as A veritable
lact, wnd 1 have always accepted it as
such ; but you know the trush of the
story ol Pocabontus- and Captain Juhn

speare is considered a wyth. | can only
say the incident is ue real to us as if it bad
truly happened.”

‘“ Was the fruit sweet or sour?" aeke
father, who had only been studying the
answers of late,

** Metaphorically apeaking, very sour at
firet, to the tasie, but it proved 'a swect
savor of Jife "

“ I have it,” says futher. * Was it the
apple that Willism Tell shot on his boy's
hend to save his lifu?’

** The very same,” answered Mar:in,

There is wnother game called * Word
and Question,” which would interest many.

wnd s told to write a word at the top of
the paper, fold it over and poes it to the
next lelt band neighbor, I&aw each one
writes & question under the word, and
folds it over agunin. The slips are all
dropped into a basket and thoroughly
stirred up. Then each one draws a slip,
ogeu and reads t biweelf, and writes s
rhyme, in which the word is introduced
and thé question answered. After all are
written, they are collected and sbaken
well together, and one of the party is chosen

to %uw and md.. | 4 4
Oou may, at fret, think it a geme,
but the md'fng batches out a desl of

fon~such odd things are conneoted

er, and of course nobody is su m
know who wrote which.— Christian Week-

" Perhaps more directly in the political, | /

g.‘

ADSWereqd

Martin;

greatness consists in its being age. .

‘- Well, was-this act or ineident real or .

Swith is doubted by sowe, and even Shake-

Eich one is farnished with a shp of paper -
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