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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER

ruined by the specious self-deception, | to the pumbers reported in the two

“ I witl do it just-this time but never
again.” Observe how sharply the
Bible puts it : ** Let him who thinkgth
that he standeth, take heed lest he fall.”

—Rev. T. L. Cuyler, in Evangelist.

denominations, they should raise $100,
000, for their college, as often as
$60,000, is raised for Mount Allison.
Phillips Academy, at
Andover, Mass,, in twenty-eight years

' sent over 1000 students to collcge;

Educational Record. shie i wok forty-six years for the

Whatever difficulties the study |
of prayer may suggest to a mind

whose range of views is' hefbwed in by |
the operation of natural laws, men
who believe in the existence of spiritual |
forces and feel their freedom from the
mechanism of dead matter, will believe
ia prayer and will pray. Tbousands
can testify that they find it as neces.
sary :
their higher nature, as food is'for the
body.  They testify that it aids them
in accomplishing the noblest purposes
of life, and th.it these are not accomp-
lished without prayer. All of the re-

|
{
S
cent discussions of the subject have
{
|
f

affected the christian’s “faith just as
little as eontroversies on the theory of
vigion affect his belief in sight.  Per- |
haps at no former time has the efficacy |
of prayer been more wondrously illus-
trated than now, when proud leaders
of thought are speaking of it with
scorn. The accounts of revivals and
extraordinary religious movements:|
among christians in various parts of
the world, give great prominence to
this elemeunt of the religious life.
Discerning men in our churches have
long felt the importance of sanctifying
education unto christian uses, aud have
earnestly sought this in{prayer. They:
bave pot sought in vais. Acadia bLas-
an uowritten bistory in this respect,
whieh, if'it could be known, would
thrill all christian hearts. Its officers
and guardians have toiled on amidst
- great discouragements and with lumen-
tably inadequate meang, assured that
there must be a brighter future for an
institution to which so many pure and
noble souls were attached, and for
which fervent prayer was offered
from so many  believing hearts.—
These prayers have brought needed
gifts ; they will bring more. Men who
have the Lord’s money will be led to
feel that the right use to which it is to
be put, is to help the Lord’s servants
in their great work. The remarkable
religious history of the College can be
explaioed only in connection with this
. living sympathy with it on the part of
christian men and women. In answer
to prayer, scores of its students have
found there greater wisdom thaa they
came to seek, and have goue out to be
leaders in various departments of chris-
- tian labor. Aund again, in avnswer to |
* pfayer, the College and Academy are
witnessing the operation of spiritual
forces that have raised the whole body
of students to a higher sphere of hfe,
and the effects of which in the preven
tion of 2vil and in the good to be ac-
complished, are incalculable. oThars-
day of this week is the day especially
observed in this provinee for prayer in
bebalf of these and kindred institutions.
In.view of the Listory of the past and
the tacts of the present, the ob:ervance
cannot be a heartless form

- —

Mention should be made in
this department of the death of T. R.
Patillo, K<q., of Liverpool. For more
than twenty years he has beena firm and
generous filend of Acadia College.
- He has given freely for its suppport,
and his words of hearty cheer have in-
spired couragé in times of adversity.
A few such“men bave really sustained
the co'lege bitierto. Their lo:s will be
felt. .~ The past year has witoeesed the
death of several of them, and the num-
ber . of the survivors is not large.
Their example ought to be earnestly
commended to the young men in our
churches, that they may' learn to meet
the responsibilities of their day as
wisely and generously,
A bout $50,000 of the $60,000,
proposed to be raised for Mount Allison
College, has been secured. This is
doing well. © The balance will be ob-
tained : and thé work will probably go
on uotil the amouont reaches $100,000.
The {riends of this College are deserv-
ing of praise for the energy and per-
severance with which they push on the
enterprise. To some there may seem
to be a needless multiplication of
Colleges ; but certain principles of as.
sociation will-assert their power in a
free country, and it will be best in the
end to let them have their patural
sway. Besides, it should not be for-
gotten that the country now containing
a population numbering three quarters
of a million, may be expected to have
three millions, and that we are build-
ing for the future. The friends of
Acadia should consider that, sccording
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for the 'supply of the wants of |-

. what could be done towards the forma-

' Boston Latin School, the pride of the

cityy to seund 600.

Foreign Missions.

Westrorr, Feb. 16th, 1874,
To the Secretary of the W. M. A.

. . . 13 \ " >
Central Board for Foreign Missions. | from “ A Student” :

Dear Mgs. SELDEN,—

I am happy to inform you, even at
this Jute day, that &« Woman’s Mission-
ary Aid Society has been organized at
Westport.

.Some, of us had long felt that our
church here should be doing something
for Foreign Missions, as well as our
sister churches in the Province.

At length through the efforts of our
Pastor, a few assembled themzelves
together on Christmas day last, to see

tion of a Society. There were not
more than 20 persons present, of whom
16 volunteéred to band themselves to-
gether, and do what they could for the
missionary cause. Out of that pum.
ber the following officers were chosen.
President—Mrs Chas, Hiecks.
Vice Presidents—Mrs.” Rockwell,
and Mrs. Atirew Cogzeins. iy
Secretary—S. A. Dukin.
Treasurer—Matilda Denton.
Auditor—Mrs. Hannah Rice.

Though the beginning was small, we
were “not discouraged, knowing the
cause was a good one, and would pros-
per. Our number since that has in-
creased to 50. We have held two
prayer meetings ; both were quite .well
attended and a considerable 1unterest
was manifested. We-hope it may in-
crease.

With regard to our finances we have
in the Treasury $30, whieh 1 will for-
ward to you, and hope that soon we
may bave more to send. Out of the
sum mentioned, $9.00 were obtained
by montlly collection frem the Church,
$4.00 douvation received, and the re-
maioder from the Society.

May God bless our Society, our
missionaries, and all engaged in this
glorious work is our siccere prayer.

Truly yours,
8. A. Dakin, Sec'y

The Christian Blessenger,

HALIFAX. N.S., FEBRUARY 25, 1874,

The miracles of the present day are
those of grace and merey, rather than
those of a physical character, or of the
material world, We do not expect at
this day to see unaccountable interrup-
tions ot the course of Nature and mar-
vellous changes in the relations of the
earth and-nian, as evideneé of the work.
of God in the church and the world.
We bave more counvincing evidences of
God's wonderful working in the
changes wrought by divine grace on
the hearts of men. We rejoice over
the evidences of christian lite as seen
in revivals of religion in any place,
and amongst any pe:)plg,\«bu( amongst
uone 80 much as on those who are-just
setting out on life’s journey, and who
are preparing to eccupy prominent po- -
sitions among their fellowmen. .Sceps,
ticism . is the devil that often lodges’
itself in the minds of those who are
pursuing literary and scientifie€nquiry, -
and there is no more melancholy sight
than a sceptical student ; when to that)
parect sin of uubelief, a resistance to
clear conviction, he adds a want of
moral  principle, a readiueso'to‘jbi'\_
with others in drioking and swéaring,
gambling, and other prefiigacy, io
such case the probabilities are that such
student will afterwards beccme a
moral pest instead of a blessing to the
community ; but when instead. of this
we hear of a radical change takiog
place, by\“ the reception of the truth,
and obedience to the commands and
ordinances of the Lord Jesus, follows,
and these become the ruling influences
in their lives, then we must admit that
the work is o&ﬂod, for how ean a clesn
thing come from an uselean: 7Then
must we give God the glory. By a
miracle of grace it is that such changes
are effceted. s

We say not these things because we
haveknown any thing respecting the for-
mer character of the students at Acadia
College, who are now muking a ‘pro-
fession of faith in the Lord Jesus—far
from it—we believe they have been
most exemplary, but there have been,

' praying students, but of late years these

1 bare His arm to save.

| Master was manifest by the. deep solemnity

~when they shall bave laid down their ar-

‘ments of this happy band are expressed in

formerly, as great changes as those

above referred to, even among students.'
at Acadia College. Some of these are
now bright ornaments of the Church of
Christ, and doing good service for the
Master. We rejoice in the evidences
of the presence ot the Divine Redeemer
as seen during thefew past weeks, and
trust they may be multiplied sbundaut. |
ly, so that the prayer long offered,that |
thie Lord of the Harvest would send
forth laborers, may be speedily an-
swered, and Christ honored by multi-
tudes being gathered into the Church
of the Lord Jesus,

These thoughts have been awakened
by tLe reception of the following letter

THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST AT
ACADIA.

——

The friends of the institutions generally, |
and the Baptist Denomination particularly,
will be gratified to learn that the Lord bas
wrought a great work amongst us. Its
magnitude will be'more manifest when the
condition of the institutions for the last two
or'three yecars bas been ‘considered. ™

True, they have always had a band of

have seen very little of the work of the
Spirit in the conversion of souls.

The present senior class had ccosiderable
apprehension lest they should leave the
College without secing the work of God
revive. They, with the other students of
both departments, prayed and wrestled and
worked ; and the Lord, at last, has made

The first indication, that this untiring
perseveranee, both in pi'ayer and effrt, was
blessed, appe&rcd at the opening of the
present term.— At the second Sabbath-

morning prayer meeting, the hearts of the |
praying ones were rejoiced by hearing cne |
of the students express & new:found hope
in Jesus.  This incited to greater faith and
more intense.carnestness. ExTra meetings
wgre then held in connection with the in-
stitutions in which the presence of the

and the depth of feeling which seemed to
pervade every mind. Throughout - the
whole series, the impelling motive was the
great love of Christ; and perhaps no meet-
ings were ever more remarkable for the
entire absence of anything like excitement.

This quies deep work of the Spirit was
also cffectual, for during the space of 24
hours, on Saturday evening and Lord’s day
7th and 8th iosts,, no fewer than 15 per-
sons found peace in Jesus. The little
spark, above referred to, has kindled into a
flame, which bas continued to epread until
it now glows io every room . YWearly all in
connection with both institutions are re-
Joicing in the consciousness of sins forgiven ;
and very soon we confidently expect to be
one unbroken band in the service of Jesus.

The number which profess conversion
exceeds 30, among which are both the
children of our highly esteemed president.

In the case of 8o many conversions, it is
difficult to discern whence the first convie-
tions originated ; but it.can.be confidently
averred that the plain, pointed, and earnest
preaching of the village Pastor, ‘Rev S.
W. DeBlois, was bleesed to many by the
Holy Spirit. _

Need I add. that this glorious manifes
tation of love and power has increased our
confidence in God and intensified our love
for the bléssed Jesus. Surely praying

fathers and mothersel.all have their hearts |
ghddened by the thought, that their loved

‘ones are not only saved, but also being pre-
pared to replenish the ranks of the faithful,

mor ; .and confident we are that the senti-

the ﬁilluwing lines:

“ Dear fathers and mothers when your toils
and tears are o'er,

And Jesus calls you home to the ever ver-
dant #hore.

When won is lile’s battle, and you've laid
down sword and shield,

We'll gifd on the armor that you leave upon
the field.” .

() yes we are coming, we are coming in our
outh,
We will try to fill their places as we battle
for the truth.

And stone after stone i'n the tewple of the
Lord,

Weé will lay when in glory you are reaping
your reward.”

* A StupenT.
Wolfville, Feb. 21, 1874 .

Since the above was in type we
have received other and further ac-
counté of this revival. © We “have
now space only to say that oo’ Lord's
Day there were thirty;five received into
the church, Thirty-four bad been bap-
tized in the morning, and oue was re-
ceived by letter from another church.
Ofthe above number seven were College

students, ten students in the Hon?n

Collegziate Academy, /ten students in
the Ladies Semivary, and seven resi-’
dents of Wolfville. =~

We must reserve further particulars
for next week.

Rev. Dr. Cramp remarks concern-
ing the recception of the candidates
at the Saturday’s Conference, ** It
was a very impre:sive scene ;” and |
of the Lord's Day eervice, ** Thwes
meeting house was crowded. . It was
a grand gight. Tbhere will be more
next Lord’s Day.”"

Oug United States eschanges are
filled with chieering accounts of renew-
ed christian life. Converts are coming
forward in almost every place, the
preaching of the gospcl is being made’
the power of God to the salvation of
men fgom every class and station.
Truth is daily receiving new witne=ses,
and God is visiting his heritage, auvd
causing his people to rejoice. More
succe-sful efforts are of late being
made also in the cause of Temperance.
Christian meun, and especially women,
are:pleading effectually with the sellers
of intoxicating -beverages o give up
their deleterious business; and to cease
doling out that which brings-sorrow
and ruin uuto their families, which
drags down their sons to the drunkards’
grave, and their daughters to poverty
snd shame. Some very nice people
find fault with this mode of attack.
Where good is done we are not very
particular about the way in which it is
offected.  Blessings on  those who
labor and pray for the €xpulsion of this
demon from their midst,

EDUCA1IONAL MEETING.

The Public Schools Meeting  on
Friday was .very large and full of in-
terest. Temperance Hall was crowded
to its utmost capacity. - His Worship
the Mayor ocupied the chair, and D.
Henry Starr, K:q, was appoioted
Secretary. -

After a few appropriate remarks
from the chairman he called .upon the
Rev. Mr. Lathern. who in an able
speech moved the first resolution. In
doing this he expatiated on the valae
of education, and stated what he had
witnessed of the “benefit of Public
Schools in the United States. He re-
ferred to the geographical position of
Halifax, as offering to her sons fine
opportunities in commercial and pro-
fessional life, and thought this should
be a stimulus to improvement in .its
educational ipstitutions and arrange-
ments. He drew cowparisous be-
tween the geographical advantages of
Halifax and some other places in this
provicee, and believed the change con-
templated by theresolution an essential
one to any pc¢rmauent improvement.
He moved that :

Whereas, We feel that the best interests
of Kducation are reriously injurcd in the
city of Halilax, by havinog a Board of
School ~Commissioners holding office, to
which the citizens do not elect them, trans-
acting. their businesswvirtually in sceretand
disbursing the public taxes without beif g
responeible to the people, ;

Therefore '(Resolt‘ed, I'bat this meeting
eonsider it highly expedient that the Parlia-
ment should be petitioned at its session, to
wake such an amendment .in. the law as-
shall give to the citizens ‘of Halilax the

right of electing their own tryfices$ a |

right accorded to every other echodl schefon
in the Province. : : ,

Rev. G. M. Graut argse to recond
the re-dlution and said, h&had received
a letter from Bishop Ifi"nnéy, whichhe
read, shewing how far ha was jo sya-
pathy with the movement.- An exiract

| of our school law.

-

own control, maimtained out of the rates
collected from a population of 29,000, .
The separate school system, if practi-
cable, would be doubtless prefered by us
all ; hut 1t is absolutely unattainable,

&e., &c.”

Mr. Grant proceeded to state what
the meeting had not been called,—that
it was not in the interests cf any den-
omination but for the citizens as a
whole, And, as the price of liberty is
eternal vigilance, he thought every
man should be prepared to secure that
which was of so much value for him-
sclf and his fellow citizens. It was not
called in the interest of any class, for
all grades of society would be benefitted
by improvement in the administration
It was uot in be-
balt of any political party that this
meeting had been called~one party is
as bad, or as good if you like, .as the
other, Education should be free from
party iofluences but should be for the
good- of all.. The great objeet of the
meeting was to shew that Halifax has
not the same privileges as all other
school sections ‘in~ the province, and,
thé schools were not in a satisfactory
condition and it was to seek for a bet.
ter mode of managing its own public
schools. He shewed that the schools
in several places in the province were
superior to those of Halifax, When
first enacted, the law provided that the
whole Board shouid be appointed by
the government. Under this arrange-
ment the City Council at first refused
to levy the tax, but it was subsequent-
ly arranged that six out of the thirteen
members should be appointed by the
City Couneil. But the Aldermen were
elected to administer the city govern-
ment not to do the .work of School
Tustees and the most suitable men for
that s€rvice, were consequently not in
the Council. Then the seven mem.
bers appointed by government were
permanent,  whilst the six Aldermen
are appointed for but oune year, and %o
could have but little knowledge of the
working of the law or power to serve
the' schools.

It might be said the government.ap-
points the Boards of Commissioners all
over the province, and why not in
Halifax ? He (Mr. G.) showed that
the Halifax Board weré Trustees, and
the City was but one Section, ,and it
is the business of ‘the people in all
other Sections in the province to elect
their own Trustees,and the government
dare not interfere to deprive them of
that privilege. The expenditure of
$66,000 a year is now in the hands of
this Board, and such a trust should
not be held by an irresponsible body.
Kduestion itis, more than climate, race
or any other circumstances, that con-
trols the character of cities and coun-
tries. . He believed that the doors of
the Board should be open so that like
the other disbursements of the civie
finance, the people may know how
their money is spent. He would not
charge any with maladministration but
there was much dissatisfaction in the
community with the results, The fact
that Halifax has not-one Grade A
teachér in its schools was not credit-
able to the city. True the superior
Teacher must bave a higher salary,

price. It is econemy “to employ the
‘Best teachgrs, - it . could be casily
done, if the $1000 now received by
the Comnsissioners were divided .be-
tween four teachers it would pay them

teachers have.been driven away from
Halifax by the small salaries paid to
them, apd the -#¢hools consequently
suffered. . Becavse of there being no

or two will shew its general chyratier, {/#ehool figre in which a Foy can get in-

\\_

The Bizhop says, i &'
** 1 onderstand the objections to the j}i'cs-
ent system to be ; - e 8
Ist. That the majority of the B#iid of
Cowmissioners nominated. by the Govern:
ment, are virtually irresponrible, and that
the winority appointéd by the City Colneil
bave such u briet {Foure of office lh% their
influence muet always be weak. - > - .
2nd. That the meetings of th¥-Boatd are’
secret, at all events, not.open to t;u
not even to reporters. )
drd. That from these, and otheg caudes,
the citizens finding themselvés: power)ess to

remedy delcets, or to procure impravements |
in the.schools, huve ceascd to- fake any |

lively interest in them, ; ,

Iu searching for g remedy for the present
ohjectionable state of things, our uttention
is naturally directed to the English Educa
tion Act, and we suggest d > chool Board
for the eity of Halilux, to be elected by ‘the
rate payers. - - e 4

In referridg to the R, C. Bishops'
Pastoral, Bishop Binney said :

‘ Another objection way be mentioned,
since the R. C. Bishops have mooteq, the
question, that vndet the
one portion of the community has- had an
advantage over the other, and that the
spirit, if not the letter of the law has been

iolated by allowing 12,000 Roman Qatho-

3 Pubjig, T

present system,

striction’in’ the, classics, parents have
to. send their children to Margarets
Biiy ¢ Hubbards Cove ! Pictou, Hor-
ton, .Montreal .or to Scotland. This
should ot be. - We ought to be able
to' provide for the wants of our youth
without. sponging on other cities and
countries, e sceonded the resolu-
17 VR C e
~ Mr, Jamg_*;“‘l'hamson, the chairman
of thé Halifax School Board, wished

there was a disposition to find fault
without ocdusion. He challenged any
one to shew that _there was any malad-
winistration or wrong expenditure in
our school affairs. He had observed
that if -a public man spent all his life
in serving the people and committed
but one error that would be remem-
bered whilst the good would be very
soon forgotten. (This sentiment was
stroogly dissented from by the meet-
ing.) He said he was quite willing to
vetire from the position he held if the
people desired it, He believed the
election of Commissioners would be
attended with mauoy practical diffioul-
tiee, and would not after all secure

{ics to bave schools entirely under their

the best men, and tie taxes would

but then is the article not worth the '

without increasing the tax. , Good’

to muke afew remarks’ He thought .
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