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Could we hold fellow =hip, speak heart to heart

Nay, but-I know not; only this 1 know,

¢
" But others shroud me in their gloom

And bring back heavy hours—
Half-way.
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THE MYSTERY OF LIFE IN
CHRIST.

[ walk along the crowded streets, and mark

The eager anxious faces ;
Wondering what this man seeks, what that

man craves,
la earthly places.

po I want anything that they are wanting 2.
Is ench of them my brother ?

Bach to the other ?

That sometimes merely crossing
Auother’s path, where lite’s tumultuous waves

Are ever tossing.

He, a8 he passes, whispers in mine ear
Ope mazic sentence only, -
And in the awfal loncliness of crowds

1 am not lounely.

Ab, what a iite is theirs who live in Christ ;
How vaust the mystery !

Beaching in beight to heaven, and in its depth
The unfuthomed.sea ! =

P! BRSSP

THIRTY-F

sown in npo<tolic times. It sprung up
before Constantine’s reign.
and blossomed in the following centuries
and it stands now in full- blown dis-
honour, shedding -a baleful influence
over the nations.

Readers of ecclesiastical history are
aware that on several occasions, during
the prevalence of wide-wasting calami- [
ty, produccd by war, or pl.mue, or
earthquake, an impression has generally
prevailed that the last judgment was
about to take pl.xce, and that the Lord
would soon appear for that purpose.
Eighteen hundred years and more
have p"aked away since his ascension to
heaven—and he is still there. Two
opinions respecting his secona advent
divide the Christian world at the pres-
ent txme.

By ahe party it is held that in the
latter days there will be a general dif-
fu-ion Christianity, and a general

eﬂ_]oymdnt of 1ts salutary influence—a
state of purity and bliss, in-which the
Saviour will be cpnmmlly and remark
Lably present with his churches.” “Then
will be fulfilled those splendid predic-
tions of the extension of Messiah’s
kmﬂdnm, and its glorious "blessedness,

ernment, a reviv: al of the spmt ofJuda-
It budded ! ism.

the advocates of this theory is Rev. xx.
1-6, on this passage the following ob-
servations may be made.

The ‘principal passage appealed to by

1. It is unreasonable, and contrary to
all good principles of interpretation, to
deduce an impor(ant theory from a
eohtmy portion of Secripture, atd that
found in the most obscure book bf the
Bible. o 7= ) g

2. If the resurrection, and the reign
of a thousand years (whence we get the
word millanium) be interpreted. liter-
ally, the wholeof the description must
be explained in like manner, and we
shall be called on to believe in an ac-
tual and visible *“ key of the bottomless

pit,” an actual and visible, *great
chain,” an actual and visible * seal,” as

well as to extend a similar method of

interpretation to many other passages,
especially in the writings of the prophe
ets, thereby involving ourselves in in-

Foruo'n Mnsnons.

Torics FOR DISCUSSION AT MISSION-
ARY CONFERENCES :—

“ Mission work the chief aim and"

duty of a Christian Church.

The evangelization of Heath°n

Lands ‘p‘ossi'ble within the present cen- |

tury.
Forexon 'ﬁ?‘lon eﬂort in the first
three centuries. - v
The importance and benefits of Mis-
sion Literature. _

The best talent in the Ministry re-
quired for Mi-sion effort.
Enccuragement derived from the
the polmcal aspects and scientific dis-
coveries of the age.

-AMERICAN Boarp or CoMMIssiON-
ERs FOR Foreigy Missions. The
followimg is a list of the Missions of
the Board :—The Tulu Mission—the
Earopean Turkey Mission—the Wes-
tern, Central, and Kastern Turkey

was dehghted with that first day’s ex-
pericnce, for I saw many eager ones
anxious to do it all just right. DBut the
best was to come. The work was all
put away, a hymn’ was sung, and words
about the way of salvation were spoken.
They listcned with a quiet eszgerness
that made all our heart's glad.

“All-through the rains there has
been no diminution of interest. Asat
the first, so now, they seem to love to
hear ab)ut -the “new religion” Oh!
t a: the dear Saviour would open their
h -arts to received the words, that they
might become wise unto salvation.” —
Missionary Herald. .

S S —

SIAM HILL,

R

The following graphic skeich of
béautiful scenery. in Burmah is sent
by Miss Norris : ~

There is some magnificent scenery
in the Southern Provinces. Tavoy
stands in an alluvial bottom and is hid-

A+ one who climbsg mountain s'eep,
And pauses on the way
With backward glance hiis path to sweep—
80 wou!d I paase 1o day,
Halt-way.

‘Half-way ! and looking down the road,
The stones that hurt my leet,
The wayside thorns, the-tiresome load,
Make this short rest seem sweet—
Half-way.

Half-way ! a haze obscares my sight;
My eyes grow dim with tears
As, looking downward from this height,
I count my buried years—
Half-way.

Ah, me! how bright and happv some!!
Their graves are strewn with flowers ;

How many a treasure from my grasp
Has dropped along the way !

Fatker! Thy strong and steady clasp
[ see anew to-day— %

Half-way !

Half-way along ! I leok above,
But nothing can 1 see!
My Father's guidance and His love
Are all in all to me—
Half-way !

Halt-way ! and I may never count
My ** three-score years and ten!”
Bat looking down on life’s rough mount
Think that this might have been :
Halt-way !

Aye, looking down ! It e’er my feet
May tread the Mount of Ged,
I fain would stop for rest so sweet,
And drop life’s weary load
Half- way !

4

Rellgmus.
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MESECOND COMING OF THE LORD.

During our Lord’s abode on earth,
and especially within a few days of his
death, he repeatedly assured his disciples
that though he was to be taken from
them he would return, and that with
his return the consummation of their
bliss and the puni-hment of  his ene-
mies would be connected.

After the Lord’s ascen~ion a ~1m||ar
anoouncement was made by the angels
who were in attendance on that occas.
ion. See Actsi. 11. A confident ex-
pectation and an earnest desire for his
coming prevailed among the early
churches, It is evident from some ex-
pressions in the Epistles to the Thes-
salonians that‘the Apostle Paul’s teach-
ing on the subject had been misappre-
hended, Christiane, having been led to
entertain the hope that the Lord’s com-
ing might be then looked for as an event
shortly to take place, which hope, the
Apostle told them, was unfounded, as
a fearful apostacy would prev wuely
oceur, His prediction has been veri-

Old Testament.

which are spread over the pages of the
See Psalm i3 Xxii
xXevi—xeviii § ex 3 Isa. it
1-4, xi. 1-9, xli. 1-4, xlix. 1-12,
liv., Ix.; Ixi. 1-3, Ixiii. 1-6; Dan. ii.
44, vii. 14-27, Mie. iv. 1-3. Those pre-
diction§ are mostly couched in highly
figurative language, which must be sub-
Jected to the usual laws of interpreta-
tion. Their fulfilment must take plac
before the Lord's second coming.” It
is further held that a time of declension
and opposition to the truth will follow,

22-31 ; Ixxii;

and bring to a close the divine dispen-
sations towards this world.
But allgthis is stoutly denied by the
other party. The advocates of the se-
cond theery maintain that no such state
of general blessedness will be enjoyed.
lne) admit that the Gmpel will be
¢ preached among all nations,” but, as
they imagine,. with no Letu,r success
than has been hitherto experienced.
They are of opinion. that the last times
will be times of sore judgments on the
nations ; that on the Saviour’s sudden
appearance ** in power and great glory,”

ing the probable seat'6fhis government ;

ral judgment solemnised.
time

Lulcd

xxiv. 29-31, 36-51 : xxv. 1-31:
64, Mark xiii. 24-27, 32.87 :
Luke xii. 85-48:
xiv. 3, 18, 28 : xxi. 22.

xXxvi
Xiv.

13 ¢iv. 5. 2 Pet, iii.. 8-18.

1 Tim. vi. 14,15, Tit. il 13,
L1818 08 TR B
I Jobe i, 2.
20,

and that then * the Lord Jesus will be-
revealed from heaven in flaming fire,”

the saints will be raised from the dead ;
that he will visibly reign.on earth among
them for a thousand years, Palestine be-

and that at the end of that time the rest
of the dead will be raised, and the gene-
Some persons
have gone so far as to calculute the
and fix the date of the Lord’s
coming ; but they have egregiously

Our Lord’s- announcements respect-
ing his second coming are contained in
the following passages :—Mat. xvi. 27 ;

62.
xvii. 25-86. John
The views of the apostles on this sub-

ject are found in these texts, cited, as
nearly as possible, in chronological or-

der.:—James v. 7, 8. 1 Thess, i. 10 ; | our ignorance stands in the way, to

ii. 19 iii. 18:iv. 14 17: v. 2, 23. 2 whatever cause it may be ascribed.
Thess. i. 7-10:1ii, 1-8. 1 Cor.i. 7, 8: | And we ought to be particularly on
iv. 5: xi. 26: xv. 23-28. Phil. i, 6, | our guard against the assignment of
10 :"iii. 20. Col. iii. 4. ' 1 Pet. i. 7, | #pecific dates to unfulfilled prophecies;

Jude 21,
2 Tim.
ix. . 28
Rev. 1.'7 1 xxii. 7, 13,

‘After a careful examination of a]l

extricable ditficulties.

3. The resurrection spoken of is not
a resurrection ‘of bodies, but of souls.
This is the only place in which such a
mode of expression is found. Can it
mean anything more than that the
principles and spirit of ancient martyrs
and protesters again corruptlon will be
revived, and will flourish again upon
earth during a lengthened period ?
For if it be a literal resurrection, it is
contradictory to our Lord’s prediction,
John v. 28, 29, which applies’ to the
righteous as well as to the wicked.

4. As the next appearance of the
Saviour will be his second coming, to
judge the world, the theory of a per-
sonal reign upon earth is inconsistent
with the uniform tenor of the testi-
| mony on"thie~other side. The obvious
meaning of so many plain passages .of
bcupture is not to be set aside by the
Interpretation of a text taken from a
book which contains more things ** hard
to‘be understood” than any other book
in the inspired volume.

5. The conclusion is, that the des-
cription in Rev. xx. 1-6 harmonises
with the predictions adverted to abeve,
and must be taken as a figurative re-

and purity consequent on the out-
pouring of the Spirit in the latter
days, that the binding of Satan de-
notes the restraint on his power
which will take placg under such cir-
cumstances ;—that the resurrection
spoken of will be the revival of the
spirit of the best days of Christianity ;
and that the term of a thousand years
indicates an indefinite and very length-
ened season of gracious influence, dur-
ing which true religion will be predomi-
aant on the ealth, though irreligion
will still exist, to-be-once more revived
and then finally overthrown, when the’
Lord shall come ‘‘the second timg;
without sin unto gg\l\'atnon " /SHt.b
ix. 28).

It we find here and there a passage
which we know not how to bring with-
in the range of the system which we are
otherwise satisfied is in harmony with
the Bible, we may safely conclude that

or of any certain order, or succession of
events in the details of their fulfilment.
It is not for us “ to know the times md
the seasons which the IFather hath put
in his own power.” (Mark Xiii. 82;
Acts 1. 4).

presentation of a period of blessedness |

*are young men.”

Mission—the Mahratta Mission—the
Madura Mission—the Ceylon Mission
—the .Fouchou Mission—the North
China Mission—the Mdssion to Jap:n
—the Micronesia Mission—the Dakota
Mission—the Choctaw Mission—the
Missions to Spaian, Italy, the Austrian
Empire, and Wc%ern and Northern
Mexico.

MiSli{'ﬂS-...........n......... tecsee 19
StdtionSoooo. ssensirenae 70

Out-BIRLIONS i cesessssacesssssssscscsse 466
Laborers employed, including Femalss,

and Native Pastors, preachers, and

School-teachers.ceceeeconosecacess 1271
Chnr‘cb“.....t...........-...O‘...... ‘97
‘Church-metnbers.ces cocessvscssessees 9435
Added last year......: i g SR I . 794
Common Schools..... cesscssnsncsbacs 496
Pupils in Common Schoul8.eeeicareass 17,128
Training and Theological Schools..... 12

LoxpoN MissioNARY SocCIETY.—
Summary of Missjons :—
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CHINA, 19 58 1655 24 446
INDIA, 44 287 3.54% 262 12513
'MADAGASCAR, 22 2733 38932 637 27 806
SouTH AFKICA,30° 107 4734 ¢6¢ 3 -09
wWeesr Inpies, 12 7 25 482¢ €61 3478
FPOLYNESIA, 26 398 14330 44> 13,439

Jarax. Mrus. Pruyn, of Yokoha:
ma. Japan, mt,nnous that a man who
was formerly & pupil of Mr. Thompson
has receutly returned to Yokohama,
from his home, two bhundred miles to
the north,  bringing eighteen young
men with him to study the Bible.
* And now, twice a day, all these ear-
nest seekers of the truth are gathered
to study God’s own precious word”
Mrs. Pruyn votices, as a remarkable
feature of .the Spmts work there,
* that so large a majority of those who
desire a koowledge of the Gospel, and.
of those who protess their-faith in it,

«I'EACHING WOMEN" TO, SEW. —\Ir,s
Wtusor, ot the Mahratta Mission, write®
thus toa friend:—** Just before we
left Awerica’ you ‘said to me, ‘I hope

Yes ! teach them everything that will
raise them from their idleness and ig-
norance. Some months since we had
a small class learning to make little
garments. As the rains comwmenced
in Juue, we thoaght it well to com-
meuee\?:obool for the women in the
city. ent to the little native bunga
low where I bhad appointed 10 mcet
them, the first day, not without some
anxiety, lest none would be there but
my Christian sisters.

yon will teach the women to sew .

As I entered

the passages that have been supposed
to relate to this doctrine I Lave come to
the conclusion that our Lord and his
apostles spoke of only two visible com-
ings of the Saviour ; the fust, Lis com-
ing to be incarnate and to suffer—the
second, his coming to judgment.

The expectation of a personal reign of
the Saviour on earth is founded on mis-
tuken views, and sustained by fdlse in-
terpretations. It is altogether incon-
sistent with the uniform testimony of
the word of Ged respecting the spiritaal
nature of his kingdom. Such an event,

as described by modern theorists, would

Sce Andrew Fuller on the A
pse, and Fairbairn’s T ypology
Scripture,”

and because 1 am

A ——

jourpal in the world. It is printed

pears in the same

fied. The seeds of the apostacy were

be a backward step in the divine gov-

. NP YA. =

The only change is in the writerss

- NI e v -

No one need trouble himself to reply
to me, as | shall not engage in con-
troversy for other sufficient reasous,

. SENEX,

The Pekin Gazette is the olde:t
a large sheet of ‘?ellow silk, and ap-

characters, and on the same kind! of
stuff a8 it did a thousend years ago.

joy and gratitude,

the room my anxiety was changed to
There was the

den in the distance by the tall palms
and glossy green Jacks, and yellow
flowered cassias, and twenty other
flowering trees unknown to .song,
which overshadow its humble dwellings;
but Siam Hill is a conspicuous knoll

a hundred feet high, six miles long by
half a mile wide, in the paddy fields
half a mile east of Tavn_y -
Here, after emerging from the
shrubbery thdt obstructs the view,:
there suddenly -opens out before the
spectator a prospect of indescribable
beauty ** like a sleeping*child, tco bless-
ed to wake.,” At his feet lie spread
out the level paddy fields, divided into
numerous one-acre lots by little mounds
raised around them to retain the water,
8o as to suggest a gigantic chess board.
On the south a silver stream, fringed
with the dark foliage of wild fiz trees,
and the thick straggling bushes of &'
speciés of Hibiscus covered with large
yellow awd-ded flowers is seen pur-
suing its tortauous course beneath the
shadows of Mount Burney, which rises
twelve hundred feet above its southern
bank. On the east * hills peep o'er
hills ” like the seats of a vast amphi-
theatre, bounded by-t)x’s Hump, ris-
ing in a most picturesque outline four .
thousand ieet above the plains. Yon-
der, at the distance of fourteen miles
is seen a foaming cascade making a
féarful leap from a gorge half-way up
the highest mountains. _Green forests
are div-ersiﬁed with white lichen-cover-
ed precipices, while here and there a

above the summit of an isolated hill,
or the smoke of a solitary bamlet is
seen cyrling up in the midst of Wood-
oil trce forests, or Liquid Amber
groves. ,
“ The Pa!m tree waveth high,

And f3ir the Betel springs,
And to the Indiau maid

L'he Balbul sweelly sings.
But I dinna see the broom

W1’ its tassels on the lea,

Nor hear the Lintiy's sang,
Q' my an countrie.”

The above extract I have copied
from an interesting and most instrue-
tive work of Dr. Mason’s oan ** Ten-
paserim.” It describes the hill on
which our Mission Compound is placed,
and falls far short of the beauty of the
landscape, glowiogly though it s told—
a landscape on which I feast every
day.

H. M. N.

-

BIBLE TRANSLATION.
In the Christian Spectator Dr.
Wenger publishes some suggestive no-
tices of the work of a Biblical Trans-

Of roow full to overflowing.  All castes | lator in India. For instance, insouth-
and kinds were . there, Mussulman, | ¢rn and western India the word deva
Marathi, Mahar, wod Manz. The first appears to “be  perfectly unobjection-

i o R
*How could I supply all these with
work? T had, in my lirtle faith, put

on | work.

Bat such sewing

| particularly desired to influence, and
had never réached them before, ia any

together Hynly a few pieces of patch-

owever, by persuading some
of the Cbristian-women that they cou'd
orm, with thesame | baste, I soon had each womdn busily
engaged with the work in her hand.
as ‘that first day ex

as a term designating the true God;

bat it is pot so in Bengalee, which em-
ploys this term almost exclusively with
regard to inferior deities. - It is doubt-
ful whether this remark does not to
some extent apply to Sauskrit as well.
Anyhow, both in Sanskrit and Beo-
galee, deva is often used as a title ap-
plicable to men of raunk, like * Lord”
in English ; and in Bengalee it occurs

hibited ! .Such stitches !

Ard yet I

also as a surname. Another word must
therefore be selected. Common par-

— —

whitened pagoda lifts its conical head

S

o S ™ I T
e
-

e I SR
» o~y
o

g - e




