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Poetry.

AFTER THE STORM,

NY ALIOB AL NOLD ORAWFORD,

Afterthe storm; & ealmeg
After the bruise, a balm;

" For the 11l brings good, in the Lord’sown time,

And the sigh becomes the psaln,

Af er the dronght, the dew;
Atter the clond the biuey

For the sky wiil smlle in sun's good timo
Aud the carth grow glad and new.

Bloom is the heir of blitght,
... nwn fs the ehild of xights ©, ... ...,

E ‘And the rolling clrange of the busy world

Bids the Wrong yield back the Right,

Under the fount of {ll
Many a cup doth @),

And the patient lip tho' | drinketh oft,
Finde only the bitter, sl

Truth seemeth oft to sleep,
Blessings g0 slow to reap,

Tl the hours of walting are weary 1o bear,
And the courage is hard to keep .

Nevertheless, 1 know,
Out of the dark must grow,
Sooner or later, whatever is falr,
8ince the Ileavens bave willed it so.

Religious.

ot et e At

For the Chrl‘&hn Messengor,

THOUGHTS FOR THE TIMES.

No. x1v.

BIGOTRY==BATTIST AND IAEDO BAP:
TIST.

It has been common for many years
past for Peedobaptist coutroversialiste
to stigmat ze the Baptist practice of
strict communion as ** bigotry,” It is
pot enough to regard us as mistaken
men—ns errorists, Nothing but a term
of reproach will satisfy them. The
Baptists, however learned, or plous, or
active in the diffusion or defence of
our common Christinnity, must be de.
pounced as bigots. I am sorry to be
compelled to add that some among
oursalves are chargeable with the same
offence. Open communiobists are
sometimes uncharitably disposed to-
wairds their strict commaunion brethren,

One of the last specimens of Peedo-
baptist uncharitablenves is now before
me, It is taken from the Christian
World :

“ Neither the Baptists nor the Inde-
p°ndents ¢f America have advanced so
fur in liberal ideas on certain matters
as have the churches of their order in
Eogland, In respect of freedom of
conmubion, the Baptists of the States
are just a centur behind the Baptists
of Eogland. A hundred years ago it
was held by Baptists to be scandalous
for & person who had been immersed
to sit down at the Lord’'s Supper with
one who bad only becn sprinkled ; and
that is just the state of things prevai'-
ing on the other side of the Atlantic
to-day. Nearly every KEnglish Baptist
professing to any sort of education, is
vow ashamed of this species of bigot-
ry ; and it may be hoped that the leav.
en of common sense and Christian
charity, which certain brethren seek to
gut into the American churches, will

ave its wholesome cffect in our time.”

Now, this is worse than bigotry,
It'is insolence. Who is this audacious
scribbler, who is evidently as ignorant
a8 he is impudent, that he should dare
to impute to more than a million of
Christian people on this ocootinent a

want of ** common sense and Christian |

charity "

This libeller ought to know that the
Baptist practice 18 founded on the be.
lief chat Baptism and the Lord's Supper
are to be observed in due order.
When Jesus gave the great commis-
sion -he commanded his servants to
baptize thore who should receive the
gospel, and then *‘to teach them all
Ehmgo." and train them to obedience.
The bistory of the’ charch, as given in
the New Testament, iuforms us how
the apostles understood the commision,
When Poter preached his memorable
sermon on the day of Pentecost, ** they
tbat gladly reocived his word were

- A e

L and we cannot alter it.

-same ocourse, as wmight be

“Uonfession of 1688 the following ob-

LIGIOUS AND GENERAL FAMILY NEWSPAPER.
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Preaching—believing--baptisw=-unbon
with the ohurch, was the uniform
order. Bo well understood was this
that Justin Martyr (A, D. 165) ex-
pressly declares that ** no one was al:
owed to partake " of the Lord's Sups
per who had not been baptized. This
rule was constantly observed over all
Cheletendom. It is the rule to this
days The Ohristian profession is di.
d into various denominations ; but
in rd to the priority of baptism to
the' Lord’s Supper, and the neceasity
of baptism to union with the church,
there is no differonce of opiuion; Ro-
man Catholics and Protestants, Kpis-
copalians, Presbyterians, Congregation-
alists, Mothodists make the same pro-
fession. An unbaptized person would
not be admitted to the communion by
any of them. They might acknow-
ledge his piety, and account him, in all
other respects, worthy of admission
to the Lord's tuble ; but he could not
join the church in the boly feast if he
had pot been baptized.
This is exactly our ocase.
claim the gospel. God blesses the
word, Souls are oconverted. The
converted are baptised=—and then they
unite with. a church. If any of the
converts should say, ** We objeot to
baptism, because wo.do not think it
was intended to be perpetual,” or, " we
have been already baptizéd, as we have
been informed, in our infanoy, and we
are satisfied with it "~=the answer is
ready. We oan only say, we have no |
sowr to change the order of the or.
inances, or to omit any. of them.
We must obey the Commission. The
order is, faith, baptism, fellowship.
If the first is wanting, the second is-of
no avail, If the second is \unth\?.
‘ is_without warrant. This is
not our arrangement, It is Christ's,

I have observed that this was the
universal way of the churches. W hen,
after the Reformation, separate com-
munities sprang up, they observed the
proved by

uotations from the Baptist ** Confes.
1678,

John Bunyan propounded very free
sentiments ou baptism, and here and
there an individual agreed with him.
But it was not till 1689 that any no-
tice of n divergency of practice ap-
pearod. In the ** Appendix” to the

We pro-

servatious are found ;=**The known
principlo and state of the couscienoces
of divers of us that have agreed in this
Confession is such, that we cannot hold
church communion with any other than
baptized believers, and churches ocon-
stituted of such ; yet others of us have
A greater Iibort‘y und freedom in our
spirits that way " (Baptist Confessions,
p. 244). This scoms to have been the
enteriog wedge. The Denomioation
generally held to the old Confessions
and the Oatechism ; but ** some others ”
thought themselves at liberty to relax
the rule in the oases of those who
agreed with them as to the order of
the ordinances, but olaimed that as
the{ bud been baptized in infancy the
validity of that baptism should be ne-
knowledged. » -

But we cannot acknowledgeit. We
believe that baptism is the immersion
of & person in water on profvssion of
his or her faith, If we treat a person
a8 baptized who was sprinkled or
poured upon, avd that not on profes.
sion of hﬁh. but long bofore fuith was
possible, we run counter to the law of
the gospel. We assume a dispensin
power, Weo do what Peter and Pau
and John would not have done. We
change the purpose of Christian inati-
tutions. '

This is no trifle. It isnot a dispute
about little or much water—about mere
matters of ceremony, which ‘may be
regarded or neglected at will' Posi-
tive fnstitutions are precise under all
dispensations, In Christisnity they
are very few in number, but still they
are positive institutions, and must be
observed in the prescribed mauner and
order. It is useless to refer to the

‘the oceremonial, these

truth,
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baptized.,” 8o it was évoéjwlmf;.

to.argue that as the moral and spirit.
ual are of far greater importance than
orences on
baptism are to be rapked among
‘* doubtful disputations,’ and **e'en
the dip'd and sprinkled live in peace,”
They may HNK\ peace; aud they ought
to live in peace, ** Love the truth and
poace,” says the prophet (Zeoh. viii. 9.)
First the truth—then the peace; but
not the peace at the expense of the
If the Lord Jepus bas com.
manded (as we maiotain that he has)
that faith shall precede baptism, and
faith and baptism precede union with

the chureh, our bounden-duty is to

obey him. The order is natural,
reasonable, and thoroughly in harmony
with the spirvitual design and tendency
of the Christ'an system. Let it be
unohangably observed, ‘whatever in.

convenience or discomfoft may result
from the observance. The freedom
pleaded for by the apobtle Paul in

Rom. xiv. is not freedom to dispense
with positive institutions,

It must pot be forgotien that we owe
all the trouble and annoyance to the
introduvtion of human inventions,
Wo Baptists, for instance, believe that
if infant baptism and eprinkling bhad
nat boen introduced these disousssions
would have been unknown.

Thare are two inconsistencies which
we should bo glad to see removed.
The first is, the non.admission of in-
fants to the Lord's Supper. If they
are eontitled to baptism, they are
equally entitled to communion. - They
woro admitted to communion in the
early history of infant baptism. The
second is, the distinotion wade in many
Baptist churchesfin England between

i
‘commuuion at 'tto Lord's table aud

memburship in the chureh. Padobap-
tists are admissible to tha first, in those
ohurches, but not to the second. We
cannot but regard this is as an incon.
sistenoy. "There are about fifty
“Union churches” in the list of
churches published in the DBaptist
Manual, They are distinguished by
the letter * U,” * which denotes that
in those churches Bu?ﬁuh and Pwdo.
baptists are uwpited.” :

legitimate outeome of what is called
{ree communion. But vo such churches
could have existed in the apostolio age.

Our Pwmdobaptist brethren should
pot charge us with Dbigotry. They
ought to give us credit for sincerity
and oonscientiousness. \We would
admit them to fellowship if we
thought ourselves allowed to do so.
But as the Christian law is, we
must * dwell among our own people.”
» Why dost thou judge thy brother?
or, why dost thou set at nought thy
brother ? For we must all stand be-
fore the judgment seat of Christ.”
(Rom xiv, 10)

At the same time, lot it not be for.
gotten that there are various modes of
union and co.operation, Fellowship
at the Lord's table is not the duly kind
of fellowship, DBaptists and
baptists can unite in spreading Chris-
tian knowledge and io sustaining
usoful institutions. They cannot unite
in agencies tending to conversion, be.
onuse the question of church order and
government will be sure to come ap
when progress is achieved, and dis-
satisfaction, perbaps dissension, will
follow,
conference, and stir up
to love aud good works. They can
agroe in smmotlng the manifold inven-
tions and applinnces of benevolent
geal which distinguish these tiwes,
While so engaged, they are * ol oune
heart and oue soul.”

But ontire sgreement in regard to
religlous truths and praotices is not to
bo hoped for ; and therefore that visible
union for which some plead must be
pronounced utterly impracticable, *1
neither expeot nor desire,” sald the
Rev. Dr. Allon, a Congregational min.
ister, at the unveiling of the Bunyan
statuo, ** that religious parties in Eng-
land will ever slf subscribe the same
oreed, or be guthered ioto one eo.
clesiastical body.” Dr. Allon was
right.

each other

Sxxex,

14th chapter of the Romans, and then
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THE ENGLISH BAPTIST

5 R UNION. ‘
has just held its semi-annual session at
Newonatle.upon-Tyne. = One of the
many interesting features of that ses-
sion was the reception of a deputation
of winisters from the other dencmina.
tions in that town, We make the fol.
lowing summary from the report as
given in the Fyeeman of the 16th ult.:

A DEPUTATION FROM SISTER
“ CHURCHES,
The President introduoced the depu-

tation from the Newcastle churches,
the Rev. A Reed, the. Rev. J. Buah,

‘the Kov. J, Thompson, and others.

The Rev. Alexander Reed, senior
Congregational minister of Newoastle,
said t=NMr, President, I appear before
ou as one of a deputation from the
onconformist ministers of this town.
Our objeet in coming here is to join

giving you a cordial welcome to this
northern town. We beg to express
towards you our fraternal love nnd
sympathy, as those who along with us
are endeavouring to work to promote
the beat interests of religion in our
country. The duty which devolves
upon myself is a very simple one. It
is merely to introduce my brethren,
two of whom, with your permission,
will address you, and give more full
cxpression than I can do to our senti-
meunts and feelings. Perhaps, how-
ever, 1 may be allowed to say that the
ministers of the Presbyterian, Metho.
dist, Baptist, and Independent denom-
ations bave been associated together
in this town for more than forty years.
(Applause,) We have met from time
to time for prayer and conference, and
for the purpose of promoting objects
common to us all, and objects especial-
l{ bearing on the spiritusl welfare of
the town and neighbourhood. It may
be interesting to you to knew that the
first secretary of our Union was one no
doubt well known to yourself,.sir, and
to many present, the late Mr. Pengel.
ly. We know that as a denomination
you have had an existence in this town
for more than two centuries. We have
witnessed within the last fow years
your rapid increase, and we take it as
a type of your advancement through.
out the country, at which we rejoice,
bidding you God speed in the name of
the lord. (Applause.) We have
had in this town oonferences and
synods, and it was quite fittiog that
'ou, a8 a Baptist Union, should meet
ere, and we trust that your meeticg
will greatly conduce to your own
spivitunl comfort and welfare, and to
the advancement of religion in the town
at large.

The Rev. John Thompson (United
Prestyterian minister) said :—Mr.
President  and fathers,—I have been
requested and appointed by the union
of local brethren here to rewd the fol.
lowing address, meant in its very sim.
lost form to express our cordial word
of welcome to you in your visit to this
town of ours ==
TO THE DAPTIST UNION OR GREAT DRITAIN

AND IRKLAND, MEETING IN NEWCASTLE

UPON:TYNE, OCTORKR, 1874,

Beloved Brethren,—We, a company of
Methodist, Independent, and Presbyterian
winisters, appear in your midst this wo-
ment to wish you every blessing from out
heavenly Master, It gives us the highest
rluuuro to have an opportunity affurded,
)y your mecting in Newonstle, of exprees-
ing our fraternul regards for the Baptiet
ohurches represented in this assembly,
We look with honest admiration to the ex-
tonsive learning, sound judgement, pulpit
eloquence, true piety, and Christian seal,
bs which your denowination is distinguish.
od. You have domne your part wost wobl
in preaching the Gospel at home an
abrond. Your churches at home are centres

of good to all arvund, Your wmisions
abroad are a praise in the earth ; and,
recognising in these things the grace of God
bestowed upon you in your labours, we
recognise your claim to a b{gh Klm in the
respect and love of every Uhristian, e
do not conceal that we diffir among our-
solves, and differ from you consciontiousl

on some mioor poiots of Christian fait

and practice, but we thiok it of prime im-
portance that the vesential oncoess of our
churches on the majur poiots of divine
truth, should be cvuntinually wanifested,

Our wotty Is, Unity underlying diversity.

with your more immediate brethren in|¥
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WHOLE BERIES. *
Vol. XXX VIII., No. 45.

The different denominations represented
here are not more diversified than the dif-
ferent schools of thought in the one Church
of England or the one Church of Rome.
Accordingly we are here to day for the pur-
pose of testifying that the Evangelical
Nonconformists of England are a Catholio
community, animated by one apirit of love
to Christ, accopting the Word of God in
the Holy Bible as the only infallible stand-
ard of our religion, ** striving together for
the faith of the Gospel,” and partakers
through divine mercy of the common salva-
tion, This is a circle of true Catholloism
from whioh we exclude no sincere Christinn
ol any church, and from which we refuse
to be exoluded by u? dogma of priestly
arrogance, Being fully agreed on the vital ~

that our times are calliog upon us for
united action against our comwon enemies,
On the one hand, we have, in learned lec-
tures, from the lips of distinguished scient-
ista, & variety of crude speculations about
the origin of life and the existenee of God,
which are fitted to generate, especinlly in
outhful minds, the worst forms of infideli-
ty, Such speculations are neither science
nor philosophy, On the other hand, weo
have among Anglican divines a revival of

- Romish sncerdotalism, commonly oalled Rit-

ualiemn which ie crippliog the exercise of free
judgment,and trpng to snap the foundations
of our Eoglish Protestantism, 1t is a con-
flict between unbelief in all its phases  of
broad thinking, from a firm denial of our
Lord's atonement toa feeble doubt of all
divinity and superstition ; in all its phases
of narrow thought, from the adoration of a
waler to its last weakness in a puerilo pil-
grimago fur devotion at the grave of an
archbishop. In this confliet you and we
have a distinet place to ooon‘pg on the
Lord's side, there to contend with one arm
and one soul against all the forces of un-
reasoning wromitlun and unbelleving
hilosophy. Here the weapons of our war-
are are not oarnal, We fight with the
Gospel of pence, and hope to overcome by
the blood of the Lamb. Our attention has
been widely called in recent months to the
revival of Christian life in all our churches,
and the demands for evangelistic labour
ameng the masses of our country. In these
wotks wo require and have the promise of
God's Spirit. And here we express our
desire to unite with you more fully than
ever in earnest prayer for the Spirit's quick-
ening power, and in constant efforts to at.
tain the highest ends of our sacred ministr
in the conversion of sinners and the rovlvn{
of saints, In another sentence, beloved
brethren we ask You to accept our hearty
word of welcowe to this northern town,
our sincere congratulations on all your
prosperity, and our fervent desire is that you
iny be honoured to defend and diffuse
more and more widely the saving truths ot
our Christian religion. Now the Lord Jesus
Ohrist Himself, and God even our Father,
who has loved us and given us everlasting

consolation and goud hope through grace,
eomfort your hearts and stablish you in
every good word and work.

The Rev. Joseph Bush (Wesleyan
Methodist) : Mr. President, honoured
sirs,~ By the appointment of my wmin.
isterial Lrethren, it is my honour to
speak to you in support of the address
which has just been read by Mr.
Thompson. 1 know that your time is
very precious, and perhaps this busi.
ness is an unlooked-for addition to
your programmo ; but I pray you of
(our clemency that you will hear me.
Ve = represent the non-episcopal
ohurches of this town ; but you will be
glad to know, and we are glad to tes.
tify, thatin aga essive action against
all forms of evil around us, and in
daily prayer and supplication and
thanksgiving, there is no rigid line
drawn between members of the episco-
alian and other denominations.

rotbren of the Katablishmeut, using
their libortﬂ aod acknowledging our
equality, show forth a spirit of true
fraternity, and some of them mingle
with us daily as members of the com-« -
mon household of faith ; and in this
weo rejoice, and I am sure you will re-
juice also, We, and those whom we
represent, are Nonconformists, and we
gladly greet you in this town as repre-
senting & oburch .which s striving
earnestly to compass that which is
the end of all churches and the pur.
fou of all church organization—name-
{. the spreading abroad everywhere
the savour of the koowledge of
Christ. (Hear, hoar.) We appreciate
thoroughly the hard and true and
honest work that you are doing in this
land. We rejoice very much in the
success with ‘which God has -been
pleased to crown your labours, and we

dootrines uf Thrigtinnity, we in'pgm‘M ISPPRPRIRPRTREIP Lo




