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INTERNATIONAL SERIES,
Sunvay, November 15¢h, 1874,
Hypoerisy and Piety,— Mark xii, 38-44,

i s b

GoroeN Texr,—='* What doth the Lord
require of thee, but to do justly, and to
love merey, and to walk - humbly with thy
Gog ilioah vi. 8.

Coumir 70 MumMorY : Verses 41-44,

Svumary =* The Lord is a God of
knowledge, and - by him actions are
weighed.”

ANaLye18, =1, The Scribes’ hypocrisy.
Ve, 38-40. Il The widow's hoberality,
Vo, 41-44, ,-

ExrosiTioN.= Introductory, — Our last
lesson introduced us into the Temple at
Jerusalem, and presented to us the last of
the concerted efforts there made to confound
Josus, We heard his adwirable answer to
the Scribe inquiring which commandment

of the Old Testament was first, and the |-

bearty approval whic the Secribe himsell

- gave totheanswer, - Mark tells.us in verses.

35-37, that Jesus then questioned his ques.
tioners, as to the character of the Mcessiab,
which they ocould not answer. The time
for thie questioning and counter-question-
ing wae now past, The different clarscs of
his enemies' had done their utmost and
failed. In that wonderful twenty.third
chapter of Matthew there is not the least
tinge, or tint, or taint of passion, not a
shadow or faintest shade of vindictiveness
in any one of its worde ; only the clear and
terrible light of eternal justice flashing
forth retribution richly deserved. It was
in word just that which edine In deed when
God smote down the holy city, the holy
Temple, the holy nation, convicted by
Christ’s crucifision of incurable unholiness,
and made of these a permanent ruin for a
testimony and warning to the whole world,
and to all subsequent ages. As we meet
him to-day, he bas just completed that
judicial denunciation, and from the woe-
doomed ‘‘Seribes -and Phbarisees, -hypo-
crites,” ‘has turned to those who had ears
to hear, to instruct, warn, encourage.
Verse 38.— He said to them, Speocially
to his disciples, but in the hearing of that
multitude—'* the common people, who
bheard bim gladly.” Vs, 27. Compare Luke
Whetber the
hostile nesailers of Christ after their deleat
and denunciation bad withdrawn, is left to
our conjecture. Jn Ais doctrine. ** la his
teaching,"’ for such is the literal rendering.
Some take this to mean in the midst of the
epeech given in Matt. xxiii, and so forming
o part of it. It rather followed, that was
addressed to other persons, Beware of the
Scrides. Christ never put civility before
integrity, nor sacrificed honesty to courtesy,

. And yet he was always both eivil and

courteoue. He would not speak more

severcly of, than &, a man or a oless, Ile |

says not, ‘‘ beware of every one who is
koown as a Scribe,” but ** beware of the
Scribes.” o two ways they had need to do
this. 1. They were to keep clear of their
doctrine and principles, ** the leaven " of
hypoerisy. Luke xii. 1. 2. They were to
keep out of their power, so far as fidelity
to Cbrist would allow. Matt. x, 17-23.
These instructions looked forward specially

"to the times just subscquent to Christ's

death and resurrection,

Now followe a photograph of the charac-
ter of the Scribes. Which [who] love to
go in long clothing, Literally, and more
graphically, ** to walk about,” that is, on
the various publioc streets, and wherever
people would be likely to gaze at them.
(1-Cbron. xv. 27; John iii. 6) ; (Luke
xv. 22) They wished by these to create
a0 impression of their dignity and special
sanctity, From this would come what
they also loved, viz, salutations in the
market-places. Such salutatione were very
grateful, as they proved that the robes of
bifice had made the intended impression.

Verse 30.—The chief seats in the syna-
gogues. The front seats reserved for per-
sons of distinotion and specially for ** the
rulers of the synagogue.”” The wppermost
rooms at feasts. A most misleading trane.
lation.  Literally **the first reclining
places,” eto, The places of honor st the
table, where instead of sitting they were
wont to recline,

Verse 40.— Which [who) devour widows’
houses, like some savage monster, hungry
for wealth, utterly destitute of pity, will
swallow the property even of a widow un.

able to proteet and support herself ; will
swallow even her Aouse, and 0 turn her
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of all, will deliberately gain her confidence
by an ostentatious exhibition of sanctity, in
order, ina devilish betrayal of this saored
confidence, thus to rob her and drive her
out of her home. For a pretence make
long prayers, As though it were not

out homeloss ;;ny. worst and - wickedese

enough thus to impore on the publio, ne
though this robbing of God's apecinl warde,
the poor, and in particular, the pour and
plous widows, were too little, they must
needs fill up to the full, and to overflowing,
their cup of abomination, by an immedi.
ate attempt to pratice their hollow iwmpoei:
tione and their Leartless robberies, directly
upon God in his own person. In the way
of pretence, they stand and mutter their
mumbling wmockeries before God, taking
care to do it aleo before men, and 8o make
a compound tham and shame. These shall
receive greater dammotion. A retribution,
greater than that of thove more open and
flagrant sinners who make no pretence of
godliness ; the greatest condewnation and
punishment ever to be visited on wan, for
this sort of charater is the orowning abom-
inntion, the mott nccursed thing on which
the eye of God feste, ;

Verse 41.—Jesus sal over against the
treasury, This treasury consisted of thir
teen braszen_chests oallud * trumpets'? be.

causo the mouths through which the monéy ‘

was cast into the chests were wide at the
top and narrow btelow, Sece 2 Chronioles
xxiv., 4-14. Tho money was for the
various expenses of the Tewple wservice,
| And beheld, The origival is more vivid :
‘“ And sitting opposite the treasury he
began to observe” [ur was observing].
How the peopletast [uro casting] money
into the treasury, ** The people,” as a
whole, as they possed into the Temple,
The treasury, it is said, was in the outer
court or ** court of the women," and the
wen going into the inver court would pues
by it while the women also would have
acoess to it, .

Verse 42.——And there came a certain [or
one] peor widow. Possibly a previous ac-
quaintance of Christ, and whose circum-
stances he had well known, and, possibly
one whose houee some hungry Soribe had
devoured, She threw in two mites, which
make a farthmg. ** A mite was the small.
cst coin current in Pulestine, Luke xii,
39,2

Verse 43.— Called unto him his disciples.
(n oider to impress upon them this leseon,
80 in the line of that just before taught

Verily, ete, Marking the great importance
of the lesson, Hath cast more in than the
all, Tban any one of them all, or than all
of them put logether. :

Verse 44 — We have here the rearon for
the previous statemeunt. For all they of
their abundance, Their superfluity, that
which was above their necds. She of Aer
penury. Her destitusion, A" Aer hving.
All with which she might buy her ** dai
bread.” The point is not «that she ha
onst in more in proportion to her means,
If she bad cast inall in a Pharisaic spirit,
Christ would not have comwmended, But
she cast it in with a wspirit acceptable to
Gud, o spirit ol sell-sacritico,

QuEsTIING — Where did we leave Christ
last Sabbath ! 'Where does this lesson find

him? What occurred between ? Ve, 35-
37 + Matt xxiii, ‘

Ve, 38, To whom did Christ speak the
words of ve, 38-40? Luke xx, 40, Of
whom does he bid them ** beware'?
What need to beware of them ? Luke xii.
l; Mautbew x. 17-28. What trait of
these wen is deseribed in  this verse ?
What is lere meant by * lung elothing."
1 Chron, xv. 7. By ** market places"?
Matt. xx. 3, Why should they ** Juve
walk about” in the former? dhy love to
receive salutations in the latter ?

Ve. 30, What were ** the chief seats in
the synagogue ? Acts xiii, 15, What
** the uppermost rooms at feasts ™ John
xiii, 23-25, - ‘Why the preference for,|
these ? ls it wrong to receive honors from
men? e it,wronf to wish to be bonored
hg men ? W herein consisted the wrong in
the

conduot described in these two verses?

Ve, 40. What is bere meant by the
words ** to devour widows' houses " ?
What characteristio of the scribes is thus
described 7 W hat special fitnese in these
words to describe it? What kind ol
prayers did the scribes muke ? . What is

hypoorisy 7  lo what coosists it great
wickednees ? o

Ve. 41. What is here meant by treasury ?
Who were casting money into it ? l’o:

what gurpou. think you? Who cast in
much

Ve. 42. How much did -tho poor widow
cest in ?

Ve, 43, 44, Why did Christ here use
the words ** Verily, | say unto you'?
How, in his judgment. did her gift compare
with thoee of the rich? What reason does
be give? Does Christ still see all who
give for God's cause ? Does he still judge
as he then did 7. What encouragement i1n
his wordd? What caution ?

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher,

Suxvay, November 22nd, 1574.'1-1'1:.
Anvioting at Bethany.—Mark xiv, 8-0,
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Wouths' Department,

THE DUCKS.

A BTORY FOR THE BABY,

One little bluck duck,
One lictle mx.
Six little white ducks,
Runnirg out to play
One white lady duck, wmotherly and trim,
Kight little baby.ducks, bound torn swim,

One little white duck
Rum»lnf from the water,
One very fat duck == »
- Protty little dnughter ;
One very grave duck, swimming off alone,
Oue little white duck standing on w stone,

Unﬁ lll;t‘lo whlt;s d(acik.
olding up its winge
One little bobbing duck,
Muking water rings ;
One ht:,h (:slwk duck, turniog round ite
on Y !
Ono big-black duck—sce he's gone to bed.

One little white duck
Walking by its. mother:

Look among the water-reeds,
Maybe there's another,

1'Not another anywhere? surely you are

blind ;

Push away the grass, dear, ducks are hard
to find, '

‘But T think my wee duck
I8 the nicest duck of all, ‘
He haen't uny feathers,
And bhis mouth is sweet and small ;
He runs with a light step and jumps upon
my kneeo,
And though he cannot swim, he is very dear
' ‘0 e,

One little lady duck, motherly and trim,

Eight little baby-ducks, bound for a swim ;

Oue lazy black duck, taking quite a nap :

One plroiooo little duck, here on mother's
.p\
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ELEPHANT AND CHILD,

A troop of elephants were acoustomed
to paes o green-stall on their way to
water, The wowan who kept the stall
took a fancy to one of the elephants, and
frequently regaled her tavorite with refuse
greens and fruit, which produced a corre.
eponding attachment on. the part of the
elcpbant towards the woman., One day
the group of elephants nnfurtunately over-
turned the poor woman's stall, and, in
her haste to preserve her goods, she furgot
her little son, who wes in danger of being
trampled to death, The favorite elephant
perceived the oblid's danger, and taking
him up gently with his trunk, carefully
placed him on the roof of a shed close at
hand.—Pg}mu 's Anecdote of Elcphants.
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A BIRD WITiHd A BASKET.

We do not mesn a real basket, but
something that answere the bird's purpose
Just as well,

On the shores of the Black and Caspian
Soas is found the Pelicanus Onocrotalus,
or common pelican, This bird has & long

and very strong bill, under the lower man- |

dible of which be ocarries his ** barket.”
This is o strong, membranous pouch ol
bright yellow color. The pelican has very
long legs, and lives on the small fish which
it catohes by wading out from the shore.
Haviog satisfied ite own appetite, it fills
the queer basket with a supply to tuke
home to the baby-pelicans and their
mamma. The basket is elastio, sv that
when distended it will hold a considerable
number of fish ; but when not in use it
resembles only a large bit of yellow, parch.
ment-like skin.— Oliver Opiic's Magazine,
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A GOOD STORY,

Dr. Cuyler has picked upa vew ancedote
of Mr. Spurgeon, and bas retailed it with-
out delay in one of his letters to America.
The pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle
was trying to immerse an enormous man
who had once been a Methodist local
preacher, It was made & more difficult
process by the man's interfering with Mr,
Spurgeon’s attempts to put him under the
water, Mr. Spurgeon looked up at the
audience in his mirthful way, and said,
** You see, brethren, that this brother was
brought up an Arminian, and he cannot
oure himeell of the babit of trying to
help "

A SAILOR'S OPINION OF 4
COMET, |

We were told by & celebrated paval
officer the following aneedute :—On one of
his cruises the sailors saw & comet, and
were somewhat surprised and alarmed at
itse appearance. The hands wet and ap-
pointed a committoe t wait upon the com-
wander and ask his opinion of it, They
approached him and said :

4

e

“ Wo want to ask Jou; cpinion, !our

honor.”

** Well, my hoys, what is it about ?

‘* We want to iuquire about that thing
up there.”

‘* Now, before I anewer you, let me know
what you think of it?

‘* Well, your honor, we have talked it
all over and we.thiok it is a star sprung a
loak." — Exchange

HONEST AT LAST,

A countrywoman went into a store on
Hanover street, Boston, the other day,
and putting tour dollars on the counter,
remarked to a clerk: ' ** There : fourteen
yoars ago, "twill be fiftcen this fall, 1
bought something next door and gave them
a dollar bill, but they couldn't give me the
change ; 80 they sent a boy into the next
shop, and be brought me back the change
for five dollars ioetend of one dollar, 1
tonk 1t but ‘taint no use, 1 win't ugoing
to keep it any longer ; so there it is, all
back again.” And before the matonished
elerk had time to make any inquiries sbo
was gone,
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OLD DUTCH PROVERBS.

Weo must row with the oars we havo ;
and as we cannot order the wind we are
obliged to eail with the wind that God
gives,

Patience and attention will bring us far,
If a cat watches long enough at the mouse
nest, the mouse shall not esonpe.

Perseverance will obtain good cabbage
and lettuce where otlierwise nothing but
thistles will grow, f
The plowman must go up and down,:
and whatever else may be dune, there is
no other but this long way to do the work
well,

Learn to slecp with one eye open. As

soon a8 the chicken goes to rovst it is a |

good “time for the lox.

If weary with waking your portion soon
will be meagre,

Fools always will ask what time it is,
but the wise know their time.

Griod while the wind is fair, and if you
neglect, do not complain of God's prosi-
dence,

God gives Teed to every bird, but he
does mot bring it to the nest; in like man.
ner he gives us our daily bread, bus -h
means of our daily work,

Rise early : then the fishermen finds his
worms. -

The dawn of day has gold in ite mouth.

He that lags behind in a road where
wmany are driving alwaye will be in a cloud
of dust. '

Never set your feet in a dirty and crooked
path for the love of money. It is a work
that will bring bad interest it you wish
to suck honey of thistles, e

You will need a long epoon il you wish
to eat with the devil out of the same dish,

e G —————

"THE OLD SAILOR,

A pious man was on his way to chursh,
where divine wurship was about to be
celebrated for the spccial benefit ol seamen,
Just oppoeite the church, at the door of a
publie-house, eat an old sailor with a stern
and resolute air, With folded arws, and
o pipe in his mouth, he was looking with
indifference, il not contempt, on those of
his comrades who were on their way to
publio service,

‘** My friend,"” eaid the stranger, ap-
proaching him, ** are you not coming with
us to chureh ?"

““No!"™ replied be, rudely. IHis vepy
demeanor might have conveyed the
to the stranger, who added wildly,—

‘ You appeur tu have seen bard days.

*

“Have you etill & mother ?’

The sailor raised his bead, and fixed his
eyes on the stranger without uttering
word, |

“Well, friend, if your good mother were
here, what counsel do you think she would
give you ;" ’

The wilor instantly arose, and, brueh-
ing away a tear, which he vainly endeavored
to hide, said, in a stifled voice,-~

“ I will go)”!

Such recollections have caured a tide ot
deep feeling to rush into the soul of meny
& weathen Leaten sailor and soldier, Separ-
ated from their pative bome by rolling
ootans, many such men bave shared the
refined sentiment uf the celebrated Hooker :
“ 1 would be good, were it only to- please
my plous mother, snd be a comfort to her
io ber old age and widowhood.” ,

We may du;bythh.”
sation toward but never by Ged's
diepeneations them. o4

e i —

LANGUAGE OF INSECT p
ANIMALS, | ° 4ND

Our notice was lately attracted to the
labors of & colony of small black ants
which hae taken up its abode in o chink i.;
the wall outside our office window,
solitary ant, evidently on a private forag.
ing expedition, suddenly encountered
sorap of bread, whioh had fallen on the
sill several feet from bis home, Insteaq
| of nipping off & fragment and carrying i
away, the insect apparently made a oarefy)
exawination of the entire piece and they
turned and ran at tull apeed back ta the
hole. In an instant hundrods of ang
omerged and marched directly to the breag,
which  they attacked, wnd very wpeedily,
morsel by moreel, transported it to thej
dwelling. "

Anotber good instance is that of a terriey
dog belonging to a friend, from whom we
obtained the facts. The animal tomehow,

was seen in close consultation with a buge
Newfoundland, The result was that both
trotted off together, and found the terrier's
aseailant, whioh then and there received o

tail in high glee.

The last case which came under our own
observation was that of a brood of very
young chickens which, losing their parent,
refused to go with another hen but mani.
fested an extraordivary affetion for a pair
of turkeys almost as juvenile as themselves,
The turkeys have assumed all the parental
lunctions, ecratching worms for their

wings, while the chicken, appear to com.
prohend the significance of the turkeys'

‘* peep ' equally as well as they did the
clucking of their natural mother.

the single insect muet have imparted the
news of his discovery to an entire com-
munity of hie fellows ; in that of the dogs,
' land understand the circumstances of bis
misfortune and so secured sympathy and
assistance ; lastly, botween the chickens
and turkeye, apact from the singularity of
the relativn, it 18 curious to rewark that
the language of one fowl was understood
by others of different species.
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EMPHASIS,

Some years ago there was a student at
the Theologioal Seminary at Andover who
had an excellent opinion of his own talente.
On one ocoasion he asked the protessor who
taught elocution at thas time, ** What do
L specinlly need to learn in this depart-
ment 7' You ought first to learn to
read,” sald the professor. ** Oh, 1 can
read now,” replied the studens. The pro.
fessor banded the young man a Testament,
and pointed to the twenty-filth verse of the
twenty-lourth chapter of Luke's Goespel ;
he asked him to rend that. The student
read : ** Then he said unto thew, O fools
and slow of heart to delieve all that the
prophets have spoken.” ** Ah.” eaid the
professor, ** they were fools for believing
the prophets, were they 7'  Of course thot
wus not right, and so the young man tried
again. ** O lovle and slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have spoken.”’
“ The prophets, then, were sometimes
liare?” asked the professor. No, ‘%0
fools and slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets bave spoken.” ** According
to this reading,” the professor muggested,
‘* the prophets were notorious liars.” This
was not a satislactory conclusion, and s
aodther trial was made. * O fouls, and
slow of heart to believe all that the propbete
have spoken.” ** 1 see now,” said the pro-
fessor, ** the prophets wrute the truth, but
they spoke lies,” This last eriticiem die-
couraged the student, and he acknowledged
that be did not know how to read, The
dificulty lies in the fact that the words
‘‘slow of heart to belicve " apply to the
Intter part of the sentence, and empbaeis

on any particular word entirely destroye
the meaning.

-

A gentleman saw an advertisement that
s receipt for the oure of dyspepeia might
be had by sending two postage stampe to
the advertiser, and the answer was, ** Dig
in your garden, and let whiskey aloge.”

-

Wheo a man ik made up wholly of the
dove, without the least grain of the serpent
in hia compaosition, he becomes ridiculous
in mavy circumetances of life, snd very
often discredits his best actions.— Addison.

it soems, excited the ire.of a largerdop,
and accordingly received an unmerciful .
shaking. Shortly -alterward- -the terrier

furious thrashing from the Newfoundland,
while the terrier stood by and Wagged bis

charges, and gathering them under thewr

In the case of the ants, it is clear that

the terrier must have made the Newfound. -
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