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“HE BEECHER SCANDAL 

has now we trust pretty nearly exlisusted 

jteell* Whilst we have been obliged to 

roud the statements of the several parties, 

as they have come to us from day to day, 

we have felt that the press with all ite ad. 

vantages has its many drawbacks nleo,~ 

Whilst we may wish for ourselves and 

families to rcad the daily vpewspapers, 

that we may know what is passing each 

day, yet it has been painful to find indoing 

so that a very large portion of them 

for sowe time past hus been filled with a 

read, and on which there could be no Iree 

convereation in the family circle, the very 

mention of the suhject being caloulated 

to bring the tove of moral feeling down 

below what should prevail in Christian 

families, We hope now to be able to 

We have not cared 

to give the case the close attention re 

quired to make a fair summary for our 
columns, yet our readers way not object, 
nyw that it is through, to have an.epi- 

time of what has come before the lo- 

vestigating Committee. Qur St: Juhn cons 

the affair as we have seen, a portion ol 
which we here copy, and hope that thie 

may be the last that we shall see or hear 

ol “the matter :— 

“The Inbors of the Investigating Com- 
mittee of Plymouth Church, bave nearly 
come to a oluse. Theodure Tilton has laid 
down his charges of treachery and immor- 
ality aguivet the Rev. Henry Ward Beech. 
er; Mee. Tilton bas told her story of do- 

me stie troubles and wifely sublerings ; Frank 

D Moulton has rehearsed his determina. 
tion, as ** peacemaker,’ to withhold a full 
statement of all he knows and has in his 
possession relating to the circumstances 

upon which the scandal is bused ; and, 

baving left the committee room, poured 

into the ear of a reporter of-the Chicago 
Tribune a long succession of charges 
agninst Beecher infinitely more disgusting 
than anything Tilton has dared to utter, 
Many others have given evidence on both 
sides, setting the prarient curiosity in mor. 
bidly evil minds agog for fresh develops 
ments ; and lustly, Hoory Ward Beecher 

has taken the stund to defend his character 
and position, and to ward off the blow 
aimed by plotters and schemers against the 
Christian ministry aud the Christian 
church, 

Mr. Beccher's statement is full, but ex- 
tremely simple, * Le rehearses the whole 
watter, from his first acquaintance with 
Tilton, to the present time; and while he 
stands firm upon his claim of ionoecence of 
the charges brought against him, discloses 
«plot, only now understood, by which he 
was to be cast down from his high position, 
or ratisty the demands of his enemies for 
money to seal their mouths againet the 
circulation of infamous stories touching his 
character. For four years has Le been 
struggling in the weshes of this hellish net 
—all the while burdened with. the cvuvio. 
tion that he had been instrumental in 
bringing dircord and strife into the fawily 
ol his friend, and by his influence brought 
that friend to poverty and wretohedness 

Briefly, the facts in the whole ease appear 

years assooiatcd in journalistic labors, dur- 
ing whieh period the latter imbibed Uni 
tarian gnd froe-love ideas, which he pro 
wulgated in the Independent, ro that 
Beecher tolt it his duty to urge his removal 
from the position of editor, which was done 
without for a time, breaking up their 
faiendly intercourse or severing their church 
connections, One day, Mrs. Tilton inform. 
¢d him that she was in the direst poverty, 
and besides was a great suflerer by the 
bands of her hurband, and disclosed a state 
ol domestic afl'iirs which caused him to re 
wark, that she ought to seek a separation. 
The conversation was repcrted to her hus 
band, who subsequently extorted a con. 
fession from’bis sick and suffering wife, 
that she had been in imuioral and illicit ioe 
tercourse with her pastor, HH. W, Beecher: 
Armed with this confession Tilton obtained 
an interview with Beecher, at the house of 
Frank D. Moulton, at which he charged 
Beecher with waking imyroper proposuls 
tv Mrs. Tilton, but willing to show his 
agnanimity tore the paper he held in hie 
band in shreds ard declared that no evi- 
dence of thie charge then existed. Beeoher 
denied the truth of Mre, Tilton's statement, 
but discovored that his kindly leaning to. 
ward hor and Tilton's cruelties bad com- 
bined to nourish tender sentiments toward 
hi, Leaving Tilton he hastened to wee 
Lilton's wife, from whom be obtained a 
Written retriotion of the story she had told 

fact,and next day Moulton waited on Beecher 
and by intrigue secured the document, telling 
im that he knew Tilton to be innocent of 
the charges ude, and that it was Tilton’s 
belief that Beecher was the cause of all 
his troubles in that he had brought him to 
poverty by securing his dismissal, This 
was pressed home upon the mind of Beecher 
#0 [requently that he came to regard him- 
selt us having noted an unfriendly and un. 
KENerous part in believing the stories of 
Tilton’s inconstancy to his wife, in throw. 
ing the family into penury by advising 
Tilton's dismissal, and in, however urin. 
tentionally, won the affections of Tilton's 
wile. Soon the charge of waking impro. 
per suggestions to Mrs. Tilton was ‘dug up 
and reiterated, and immediately thereafter 
& demand made for Mr. Beceher's influence 
to secure §7,000 from Tiltn's employer 
for services rendered. To sceure this 
“Tilton declared that ~ Bowen—the man 
against whom the claim was to be made— 
had told bim that he know Mr. Beecher to 
be guilty of immoral conduct, and parti. 
cularized certain instances. Unable to re. 
“futesuchu falsehood Bowen paid the demand, 
and a paper was drawn in which Tilton, 
“Bowen und Beecher declared that they bad | 
nothing against each other. But again und 
again the vile charges were made to pre. 
vent the theatened publication of which 
Beecher by Moulton’s advice paid over at 
sundry times §7,000 hush moncy, mort. 
gagivg his house to raire the amount. Nor 
was it till a further demand for &5 000 
wore was made that Beecher began to get 
his eyee open to the fuct that he was being 
subjected to an insatiable system of black. 
mail, and the money wae peremptorily re- 
fused. Then the fiendish walice of his 
foes was let loose, and Tilton descended to 
the unmanly and inercdible net of fouling 
his own howe by cherges of adultery upon 
his wife and illegitimacy ujon his chil. 
dren, and upon H. W, Beecher as the 
author of the crimes. Moulton, the go- 
between and * peace-maker ** had, to se 
oure the success of his schemes, stated in 
a letter to H. W. Beccher, that if all the 
facts in his possession relating to the dif 
ficulties between him and Tilton were given 
to the public, he—Beecher—would stand 
acquitted of any wrongtul act, And so 
this ** Lonoradle” wan refused to piace in 
the hands of this Committee the evi‘ence 
at his disposal, because, forscoth, the let. 

ters and papers had been entrusted to him 
in confidence, and his fine sense of honor 
would not adwit of hi» proclaiming upon 
the housetops what bad been revealed to 
him in the closet. As to the main charge 
Beecher says: 
Io the latter part ot July, 1870, Mrs 

Tilton was sick, and at her request I visited 
her. She seemed much depressed, but 
Ave we no hint of any trouble hiving re. 

ference to me. [ checred her us best | 
could, and prayed with her just before 
leaving. This was our last interview be. 
fore the trouble broke out in the family 
[ describe it heciiure it was the lant, and 
ite character has a bearing upon a later 
part of wy story. Concerning all wy 
other visits, 1t is sufficient to say that at no 
interview which ever tovk place between 
Mrs "Tilton and myrell did anything occur 
which might not buve oconrred with per- 
fect propr.ety between a brother and sister, 
between a father and child, or between a 
man of honor and the wife of his best 
friend, nor did anythiog ever happen which 
she or | sought to conceal frow her hue 
bund, 

It is a thousand pities that Mr, Beecher 
had not given his statement to the public 
long ago. Such a course would have saved 
him untold sorrows, and the scandal would 
have been strangled in its birth, It is, 
however, matter fur surprise that he should 

have allowed hiwsell to become mixed up 
with such a set of low and debused charac. 
ters a8 the main parties in this world. 
scandal have shown themselves to be.” 

The New York papers. have an abstract 
of the forthcoming report of the Investiga. 
ting Committee. The report it in said will 
be a lengthy doeument which will Beoupy 
about two hours in reading, rehearsing the 
evidence, and all the steps taken in obtain. 
ing it. Alter which would come « 

THE COMMITTEK'S VERDICT, 
briefly and tersely stating that on the one 
hand they find as the accused person a 
man of well-known character, against 

whom, during a winistry of twenty five 

years and a life of over sixty years, not a 

single charge of luck of duty, wuch less 

immorality has ever been made—a man of 

great Christian goodnees and high princi. 
ple. On the other, as the accuser isa man 

of bad reputation and whom the testimony 

has shown to be a p rjurer and an adulter- 
er, his charges are unsupported by any 
distinct evidence or corroborative proof. 

Many of his main statements are flatly con- 

tradicted by other persons of better oburao. 
ber husband, That night, Tilton learned thie ter than the ncouscr, hesidie the accused 

DIR SENSE - 
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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
bimeelt, The proof’ seems almost all on 
ore side. Mr. Tilton fails to prove any. 
thing except that a wrong had been prao- 
ticed toward him, Mr. Beecher manfully 
confesses this wrong, and shows by bis let 
ters thut he bitterly regretted it, The 
Committee therefore comes to the conclu 
sion that Mr. Beecher, throughout this 
painful inquiry, has noted in an open, un: 
devisting marner, while his acousor’s 
course hus been subtle and underhanded, 
nnd the finding is that Rev, Henry Ward 
Beecher in entirely guiltless of the ncousa- 
tions brought against him, | 
i Tr boi 

Wi Ane sorry to learn that the insurance 
on-the Firet Baptist church in Chicago, 
recently burned, was only £30,000. The 
houre cost $200,000. It bud been insured 
for 80.000 ; but policies were allowed to 
expire without renewal, 
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The Congregatinnalist explains what ft 
means by ** lightning bug piety "bright 
while it lasts, hut evld, and soon out. 

Correspondence. 
[re 

I'or the Christian Messenger, 

A FAMILY GA THERING., 

RIUNION OF SIX ** GATES BROS." AFTER A 
QUARTER OF A CENTURY 8 SEPARATION, 
LDUK MEETING REMARKABLE COINCIDENT, 

BUCIAL PICNIC AND MUMKGATHERING, 

Mr. Editor, — 

Having enjoyed an excursion with the 
** Gates Bros,” and other friends, on their 
old bumestend io the County of Annapolis, 
[ thought an account ob it, with some 
other items connected, might not be unio 
teresting to wany ol your rounders, 
The six brothers, sons of the late Old. 

bam Gates, part of whom are proprietors 
ol the **Gutes Bros. Organ and Planolorte 
Manufactory,” met after an absence of » 
quarter of a century, by special arranges 
ment. : 
On Saturday evening, Aug. 15, ** Eaters 

prize” Lodge rovm was fillud to cxoess, = 
I'bese six brothers, all Independent Tempe 
urs, were present and took part in the 
exercises of the evening. A very interest. 
ing letter from an nbeent sister in Nebraska, 
U.8., tw W. J Gates, Bridgewater, and 
published in the Christian Messenger, win 
read. Then lolluwed musiv, speeches, recks 
tations, and tableau woenes ; closing with a 
declammation and a song,sung’ 30 years ago 
by Willard, a Busten brother, 
former yours were touchingly brought to 
mind, 
On Sunday morning the ** six" attended 

oo, 

the Sunday School, as in their boyhood | 
diye, and sat in a class, Addresses &o., 
were delivered. Rev. Obed, Parker, nn 
old friend of the parents, made pleasing 
allurlon to bygone-duys, showing the 
value and importwnce of early religious ine 
etruction, und that such efforts, eoupled 
With parental prayer were never in vain, 
At 3 P.M , they together listened to a 

Sxenes ol 

ward | the old family grave yard, cuntains 
ing the remnine of the dear ones gune be. 
fore i the tall waving pines, under whose 
shady branches the friends finally gathered 
to partake of the refreshments prepared by 
tho ladies ; with the happy countenanoes of 
old and young, presenting scenes long to be 
remembered, aud which will doubtless be 
reverted to In after lifo by the survivors 
as an **onsis” in the desert of life, or nea 
cooling draught from a living spring to a 
thirsty traveller on life's toilsome journey, 
Rev. J, B. Goucher offered a prayer of 
thanksgiviog, after whieh fllowed tea, 
&oe WJ, Gates from Bridgewater oalles 
the attention of the friends present to the 
occarion of their gathering, reviewing past 
scenes, and then introduced Felix MoNeal, 
sq., the unly surviving brother of the 
mother of those hoy (need near 80 years), 
who made a very pleasing and instruotive 
speceh, referring to the progenitors of the 
“ Gates’ family” more especinlly to his 
assoointes, tho parents of the six” 
prevent, 
Rev. J. E. Goucher noxtigddressed the 
company in his usual eloquegt style, al. 
lading to the many happy hours spent 
behind these pines with his life friend 
Wellesly in the ** old house at home » Here 
he with his friend referred fo had cows 
menced to read the Bible through at rails 
road peed, nnd sucoeeded, 

A. J. MeLeod, E-q ,Barrister, of Boston, 
said, ** the Rev, gentleman seemed to fear 
he would find himself preaching a sermon 
should he prolong his remarks, but should 
[ attempt w pie nio #peech iv might lead we 
to ** plead a case’ and imagine my hearers 
a Jury,” His remarks were brilliant and 
added muoh to the interest of the voonsion, 
Next followed in reply Prof, O, BE Gates, 
who interested the Iriends in hs peouline 
style referring to his early life, and a num. 
ber of his ass. ciater, now occupying noble 
poritions in Jite, who were fed on the rye 
bread of Ayles‘ord plains, &e., and closed 
with the following touching words, ** Iy 
fell to my lot todo the driving about, 
Whenever I returned home late at night, 
and wan expected, | always saw, shining 
through these pines, a light in the window, 
and found mother waiting lor me, That 
light has long since gone out, the house 
removed aod all is darkness there, Yer 
the light is still shining on the other shore, 
Whatever of success in lilo bas attended 
us In owing to its influence, May wo wa a 
family, and you, our [riends, meet the dear 
ones of earth, now waiting tor us in that 
¢ better land * to pars no wore,” 

Enoch Gates, E«q., spoke in a most 
touching wanner, oars filled the eycs of 
nearly wll present as he spoke of the past, 
Among other things he said, ** My intimate 
acquaintance with the parents and. grand. 
parents enables me to refer to their good 
deeds and sell~denial for tho comlort and 
happiness of others. Their house wan 
always a welcome home tor ministers of all 
denvminations, as they travorscd the valley 
on their mission ol mercy in the early 

sermon by the-venerable Dri Tapper; (aged | history of this country.” 
80 years, one ol the vldest notive winters 
in N. 8.) on the importance of ** family 
devotion, &o.” At 7 P.M. the Rev, J, 
E. Goucher, (a former intimate sehool mate 

of one of the brotl ers,) delivered an elo 
quent discouree from the words, ** In Thy 
presence in tulluess of joy, nnd at thy right 
hand there are pleasures lurevermwore,” 

A BTRANGE COINCIDENT, 

The abuve text was the very one used on 
‘the occasion of the funeral of the mother 
of these buys just twenty live yours bolure, 
I'he preacher was not aware of the fat 
until the service was over, 

At one of the brothers’ boures (Elkanah) 
they took dioner, the first meal together 

since they sat down ae children at the table 
of their futher and mother. At another 
brothers (Wilwot) thoy tovk team, thus 

closed this pleasant Subbuth day, 

PIC NIC, 

At 3 P. M, on Monday, the pines on the 
old homestead seemed alive with friends, 

gathered there to juin the happy family in 
roaming over old scenes, dear at loast to 
these long separated children, 
Here wan the old spot where onoe stood 

the * childhood home," and where now 
furiously dushes past the “iron steed ;" the 
old orchard, decrepid with age, yot surviv. 

ing the parents ; the never-luiling boiling 
epring gushiog out the waters of natural 
life ; the spot where one of the lands (W, 
J G.) bad carefully planted the first money 
he ever earned, supporing it would sprout 
and grow, thus inereasing its quantity | 
the level fieldy where the plough had been 
followed ; the meadow. (rom which many 
o load of hay had been removed ; the 
river, still bearing its cooling waters vouan- 

“ram ann 2» To 8° 

Eikanuh, Wilmot, and G, 0, Gates 
deolined making remarks, preferring others 
to vooupy the time, - Lastly Willard, the 
brother who had been absent the longest, 
wade & short but appropriate speech, oon- 
‘cluding by saying:=='* 1 wish you all a sale 
and pleasant passage over the river to the 
other shure," 

family for the ure of grounds, were proposed 
and heartily responded to, after which the 
company separated, just after the sun had 
sunk from view behind the western horison, 
feeling doubtless well pleased with the 
nlternoon’s entertainment, 

Wednesday was spent in the house in 
Farmington, owned and occupied hy the 
[anther tor a number of years prior to his des 
conse, The Rev, Dr. Tupper, the old family 
minister,bappened to be present, en route for 
the. Convention, and took dinner with the 

| boys ; after dinner the Rev. Doctor called 
the family together us in lurmer times, read 

to thee,” then bowed around thy (amily 
nitar, probably, as he said, ** the last time 
together on earth," thus vividly bringing 
to mind reenes of ehildhood and early ne 
vociations ~The doctor spoke of being ine 
timately nequaninted with the parents, they 
having been his pupils in his day-schoul 
some Nixty years betore, 
Thus do we observe the love ol home and 

ently associations pervading the hearts of 
absent Nuva Scotia children, even after a 
term of yonrs, 
What is true of this family, is also 

doubtless true of many more now far away 
from their mueh loved untive lund, 

Youre truly, 

Two TEN, 

Thauks to James Gates, Esq., and 

u chapter, sung together © Nearer m
y God, - 

277 
For the Christian Messenger, 

BAPTISED FOR THE DEAD. 

[The discussion of this suhjeot in our 
columns has not, ‘we believe, been without 
interest and benefit to many of our readers, 
but we had no idea that it would have ex- 
tended to such length, We did not expect 
or intend to insert any further communi- 
cations after what Jast appeared, but as we 
always prefor to give a good measure of 
liberty to our correspondents, especially to 
those who differ from ourselves,rathor than 
place undue restrictions, we have conoluded 
to insert the following, We do not appre. 
hend that Mr, Chipman will wish to pro- 
long the discussion by offering anything 
further in reply,—Ep. 0, M ) 
Mg. Eoitor,— 
When | shewed you, nccording to pro- 

mise, my firet article on ** Baptized for the 
dead,” and asked you iff you would care to 
Insert it in the Christian Messenger, and 
you exprossed your willingness to do so, 
I bad no idea that it would evoke such 
hostile oriticism, and ill-natured references 
to my belief on vertaln points, as you have 
published over the signature of ** A. Chip- 
man." Will it never be that a clergyman 
oan give his views of a scot and expross 
his dissent from those held by another 
person, without the proverbial odium tAeo-" 
logicum oropping wut? ~.s 

Admitting that my * belief in spiritaal 
death will not bear * sanctuary * or * logical 
weight 1 shat I * must squarely meet and 
disclaim my well known views of death and 
the expressed views ofmy seot * (?) belore 
‘ disocroing readers” (like friend Chip- 
man,) will believe we consistent or sincere * 
=n sa ing that I do believe in sparitual 
death; admitting also that 1 recently 
expreseod in print that spiritual beings" 
=the angels and Christ, fur example—are 
material, substantial beings ; and that 1 
‘may look sneeringly at human titles," 
(wn peouliur fault, that !) * or spouk slight 
imply of the learned Biblical interpreters 
that I am a ** Unitarian ;" do not believe 
in ** eternal misery i” and in a good many 
other ductrines you and he deem orthodox ; 
adwitting that all Mr, C's statements 
with regard to we and my ** absurd belief" - 
were true, why should he refer to those 
things in oriticising my article on ** Bap. 
tigod for the dead ? He well knows that 
your columns could not be made the vehicle 
of a defence of what | either believe or 
disbelieve as far as such belief or dis 
belief ix accounted erroneous by Baptiste 
and Evangelical christians generally. 
Was it then manly, or fair, | will not say 
Christ-like, to reter at all to matters out. 
side of the subjsel under consideration ? 
To return now to my text : Mr. Chip. 
man seeks to make the impression on hie 
readers that his view is that of a ** majority 
of the best Biblioal interpreters ;" and then 
of course, the idea of presuming to differ, — 
absurd! ** A majority is a fine thing to 
be on the side of in this nge : | am content, 
however, to be on the side of a very small 
minority; “a minority of one, so far ay 
writers on ** baptised for the dead ™ are 
concerned, | But what a learned man Me, 
Chipman must be to know so ae to believe 
that he has the large wajority of the 
best biblionl interpreters to back him? 
1 am curious to know. who constitutes his 
majority What little I have had of the 
people's views of the passage has led me to 
believe that tlie ** learned * did not pro. 
loss to bo at all sure as to what Paul 
meant, Dootor Adam Clarke calls it © the 
most difficult passage in the New Testa- 
ment ;” und, as stated in my last commu- 
nioation, looks at baptized as 1 do, 

Professors Stuart and Robinson also, ao 
cording to The Encyclopedia of Religious 
knowledge, regard baptized as meaning to 
overwhelm with suffe.ing. You they failed, 
as did Dr. Adaaf Clarke, to see the mean. 
ing of ** overwhelmed in sulferings fur the 
dead.” What it means I have shown. 
The samo work further says: ** The argu- 
went of St. Paul, (1L,Cur, xv. 29), If the 
dead rive not nt all, what shall they do who 
are*biptized for the dead,’ has excited many 
different ideas in the minds of interpreters, 
Boobart has collected vo less that fifteen 
senses in which it has been understood, or 
ather in which learned men have confessed 
that they did not understand i." "The 
italios are mine, 1 thus appears that the 
“learned,” who include Mr. Chipman's 
“majority,” doubtless, have confessed by 
giving Paul's tour Greek ‘words fifteen difs 
forent interpretations, that they have not 
understood thew. If any one will prove 
that my exposition is one of the fiftgen, I 
will confess it is probably erroneous. “How 
strange that tho learned buve failed to dis. 
cern the powerful argument for the resur- 
rection in the] apostle’s question, * What 
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