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BIELE LESSONS FOR 1574,

INTERNATIONAL SERIES,
Sunpay, July 10tA, 1874,
The Leper Healed —Mark i, 38.45.

GorpenN Trxr. —* Lord, il thou wilt,
thou canst make me clean.” Mats. viii. 2,

~ Commir ro Memony : Vcrwo 40 42

—‘_

SumMmary.—At Christ's touch and word
all uncleanness removes,

S m——

ANALYSIS.—1, The preaching tour, ve,
38,89, 11 The request granted. vs, 40-
42, 111. The cleansed*man charged. Vs,
43, 44. 1V, His conduct, vu. 4.

B i

ExposiT1oN.— Connection.—The expul-
gion of the unclean spirit, of which our
lnst lesson treated, was in the synagugue at
Capernnum, The Saviour after that went

to the house of Simon, whom he had called
_ to_follow him, and there nealed Simon's’
wile's mother—from which it appears that
Peter had a wife—a fact that stands over as

_....n rebuke and condemndtion of Papists in

forbidding their ** priests” to marry.
Subsequently, Christ went through the
“villages-of Galilee, to teach and - preach
As he is about to start on this tour our
lesson finds him.

Verse 38.—He said wunto them. 'To
Simon [Peter] and bis brother Androw,
and to James and John, va 30, 10, 19,
It was the day alter his healing labors in
Poter's bouse. ve. 20 84, lle had risen
very early, before the dawn, and before
men were astir, in order to have time to
renew his spiritual strength, and to satisfy
his epiritunl cravings, in solitary com.
munion with his God, Let us go into the
next towns. The neighboring towos,
villages, or small citiea~literally, ** eity
villages "' —the centros ot population in the
region. That 1 may preach there also. Awn
well as here in Capernaum. This city is
my home, but my work is not to be con-
fined to it. Christ was consdious of the
extent of his wission. For therefore came
I forth., Came forth from the Father into
the world, and especially into publie life.
Comp. Luke iv. 43 ; John xviii. 37, He
does not refer, as some claim, to his coming
forth from Peter's house, and from the
oity.

Verse 39.—~And he preached, The Greek,

expresees the thought that he continued in
the work of preaching, that is, epent his
time in that as his businces, JIn their
synagogues. Literally, ** into their synas
gogues "—going into them as & herald, or
heralding into them the message—causing
the good news to enter. Throughout all
Galilee, Literally, ** into all Galilee "—
bearing the tidings into every part of it
And cast out devils, Or, rather, demons,
There is only one devil, and wherever the
plural ¢ devils " appears in our English
Bible, it should read demons, as in the
originnl. From Matt, iv, 23-25 it seems
that he performed multitudes of cures, of
every sort, in this cxcursion, and that his
fame extended throughout Syria, which
bordered on Galilee to the north.

Verse 40.—For other accounts of this
miracle, see Muatt. viii, 2.4 ;°Luke v. 12.
15, From Matthew's account, it scoms to
bave bech performed immediately after the
preaching of the ** Sermon on the Mount,”
There came a leper to him, As Luke says
‘ one full of leprosy ""—=an extrome case.
This foul disease, not uncommon in the
East, was utterly incurable, especially at
such a stage. Num. xil. 12; 2 Kings v.
7. For a description of it, and of its
treatment, read Lev. xiii.  Hesceching him
and kneeling down to him. Matthew says
that, having come, ** he worshipped him ;"
and Luke, that he * fell on his face and
begged hiw.” The words which flollow
show that he thoroughly believed in Christ
a8 one having either in his own person, or
‘at his command, Divine power. If thou
will, thou canst make me clean, There is
in the leper’s mind no doubt as to Christ's
power, Of this he was assured by the
miracles alrendy seen, And though an
extreme case of leprosy was equivalent to
death, yet this man was sure that such an
one a8 Jesus had power even over death,
** Thou ocanst.” ** Thine is the power."
¢ If thou wilt.”! Ah, but wilt thou?
Why should Jesus heal him 7 What claim
bad he on Jesus 7 Many a man now goes
to Christ with just such a feeling, and
just such a cry of ‘the heart, Ile knows
that be is literally full of the leprosy of
sin; that he bears about in himself eteroal
death ; tuat-he is thereby excluded frow
the city of God, and the people of God,

Verse 41.—And Jesus, moved with com-

5

B

passion. Not dinplomd with such duubt
a8 the lepor's, but only with such as came
{rom some seorat or open hostitity to him,
Such was the doubt, unbelief, and disbeliel
of the Seribes and Pharisces. Christ saw

in the leper the man, and for Auman grief

he had ever deep and tender aympathy, be-
onuse he knew the worth of a wan—a hu.
wan soul—however conditioned outwardly.
Put forth his hand and touched him. The
touch of o leper, a8 of & dead body, made
one ceremoninlly unclean, but vothiong
could make Him really unclean at whose

“touch uncleanness Tteell at once and visibly

vanished, no more to return; nor cere-
monially unclean, who was the fulfilment
of all ceremonial laws, Death could not
pollute Him who was—not simply who
had, but who was—the Life. To the touch
Christ added the word, explaining the

L aieaning of the touch, J.will, be thou

clean, Saye Trench, * ratifying and ap-
proving his utterance of faith, by granting
his request in the very words wherein the
request had been embodied.” Thistenches

‘us, when we do favors;, to do them in the

kindest, most considerate way. A gilt is
doubled in-value it rightly given. - ‘Fheve

| are many like iostances in our Lord's

ministry.

Verse 42 —As soon as he had spoken,
the leprosy departed from him. With the
touch and word went aleo the power, The
cure was instantaneous. - It was ‘also com.
plete, He was cleansed, That ie, from
his disease ; the man becomes at once ‘' a
uew creature,” and takes his place in the
oity of God and among his people. o
him now is the cternal lile, ,

Verse 43, 44.— Straitly charged. Liter-
ally, * being angry at,” or ** huving threat
ened.” The ongioal is very strong, indi-
cating great urgency 1n the tone and man.
ner of Christ, and )s translated in Mark
xiv. 5, * murmured against’; in Jobhn
xi. 83, *‘ groaned.” So also the Greek
word translated here semt him away, is
litcrally ** cast him out ;" that is, hurried
him out o the throng, to be off and away.
See thou say nothing to any. man. That
is, as to this cure=—who did it, and how it
was done, Say nothing of it at present
until - you shall bave -doné what [ now
further bid you, Go- thy way, [to Jerus
salem] show thyself to the priest, ete. For
the Jewish law here referred to see Lev.
xiv, 4.7, Compare ulso Num, xix. 6, 13,
18, which passages ehow that the unclean-
ness of leprosy was that of death, For a
testtmony unto them, Unto the people,
pot ‘' ngninst_the priests.”.  Why  did .
Christ thus send him away with these in.
junctions? Several reasons hiave been sug-
gested, For example : Christ did not wish
to have a noedless cxcitement raised, lle
would bave the Jewish authorities them.
selves cxawine the man, and in pronoun-
oing him clean become witnerses of the
genuineness of the wiracle,

Verse 45.— But [instead of obeyiog] Ae
went out, and began to pub'ish it much, 1
he did this despite the irjunctions, what
might be not bave done without thew !
Here was disobudience, which we condemn.
And yet the man we do not condemn, as
we would il malice, rather than repress-
less grumude. bad urged bhim on, Jesus
could no more openly enler into the city
T'he mun did just what he meant not to do
s=hindered ratber than helped the Muster,
So much for taking his own way, ratbor
than Christ's.

QursTions.~Where did our last lesson
leave Jesus? ve. 21. Where does this
lesson find him? we, 35, How wuch time
had puseed ? ve. 20, 35,

Ve, 38, 39, Who were now with Christ?
ve. 80, 16, 19. 'What did he say to them ?
In what pruvince were these towns ? vs, 30,

Ve, 40. What is a leper ? Lev. xiii, 2,3,
What does Luke say of this one ? Luke v,
12. Why may we regard the leper ag re-
presenting a sinner?  How did this le
come to Ohrist? Whatdid hesy? W at
did this show as to his view ot Christ ?
What es to his feelings concerning him-
sell 7 Do you see anything 1o his conduct
or feelings to hlame ? How uhuuld a sin-
per go to Christ?

Ve, 41. What was Christ's foellng to-
ward him? Whbat did bhe do? What is
said in Lev, xiii. 45,407 What did Christ
say ?

Ve, '42. Whet was the effect 7 What
is said in 1 John 1. 717

Ve, 43, 44. What did Christ say to the
man ? Why this?

Va. 45. What did the man do? The
reason 7 The effect? The lesson ?

Abridged from the / aptist Teacher,

Scripture Catechism, 108, 199.

Sunpay, July 20tA, 1874.—The Publican
called,~ Mark i, 13-17,

el ¢ — -
‘ Have you read my lastspeech ?"’ asked
s political haranguer, of a wit, ** I bope
00, was thereply.
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Hlouths’ Depurtment,

For the Christian Mouongol:.
A TRIP TO LAKE MAJOR,

Published by request, but without the per-
mission of the writer,

Riverbank is an exocedingly plensant
place to epend a few days or wecks, snatehed
from the never-ocasing whirl and bustle ol
the oity. But if your visit can only be

measured by days, let me assure you that |

you will return to your home with delight
ful wmemories enough.  Yet underlying

.these, will remain scnsations similar to
those of a dyspeptic epicure, who under

the promptings of a hidden monitor, arises
irom the well-spread board with an appetite
but half assunged.

Riverbank is eituated about six and a
half milea from Dartmouth, in a barrow
vale of great natural beauty, whoee length
is traverved by n shallow and slowly mov.
ing river, bearing on its surfuce number

“lews whites petatied-tities; with - their yelow-
centres rivalling the noon sunshine of an

August day, Thero are encitoled by their

“equully countless(only-more- s0) round

glosey leaves, much revembling the plates

_on..a breakfust table pushed towards the

butter-dish, patiently waiting their turn to
be supplied, (This bona.fide original and
swoetly domestio simile is kindly placed at
the dirposal of writers of light, readable
urtioles In morning papers.)

Tho mountain  rising rather abruptly
from the brink of this meandering stream,
is clad with evergreens, whoee sombres had-
ing enhance the beauty of the lighter green
foliage of the few hard wood trees scattered
among them,

A pleasant family cirele was gathered
around the breakfast table at Riverbank
on the morning of Friday, August the 18th,
A.D,, 1871, (As the said table was a
square one, may this not be taken asa
practical demonstration that the ¢ircle may
be squared?”) I werely throw out the
suggestion, -

The head of the household spenks,
** Who are going to Lake Mujor "? Breath.

less silenco, The cbildren looked expect.

ant and excited ; the young people (this

“divislon includes neither the warried, nor

the children), appear astonishingly calw
and indifferent, but a very obeervant per-
von might have caught lurtive looke passing
awong them which plainly indicated their

{ upalterable resolution to go together, or die

in the attempt. Silence is broken by our
hostess ; ** How many will the boat hold,
John?'* Johno replies ** Twelve,”” Chorus
of inoredulous ** Ob's."

General discussion ensues, At last the
house rices with the understanding that
the question might be luid on the table
until dinner-time, lonvlng all in a state of
delightful uncertainty.

The gentlemen prepare for their drive to
town in great scoming baste. The cartinge
presently comes -round from the stables
piled up with children, and driven triuw-
phantly by a boy ‘of eight, While the
¢hildren tumble and seramble out, each in
his or ber way, warm ewbraces are ex.
changed by the youngest of the married
couples, the others looking on philosophi.
cally. At last they take their seats in the
carringe which moves off alter a reasonable
amwount of leave taking, considering that
this cer:mony occurs every morning,

This watutinal excitement over, the wo-
wen folk disperve,  The morning passes

swiftly in ‘the performance of houshold f

duties, and' other employments incidental
to & country residence, ‘

One o'clock soon draws near,and our eyes
are directed towards the rond by which the
returning carriage is to npproach the house,
Soon the sound of the wheels is heard, and
all gather at the top of the bank to wel.
come the guests—an sister of our host, and
her stalwurt son,

Wo shortly are seated at the dioner
table ; everybody's face beaming with sat.
istaction, and lnughter iudulged in to an
unlimited extent, especially when a letter
is produced and is passed ftrom hend to
hand until it reaches a yourg lady, whose
#parkling eyes and blushing checks denote
an unusually friendly interest in the writer,

The breakfast table diecussion wae re-
sumed, and the suggestion by one that the
older portion of the company go on the
luke that day, and the younger the next,
was listened to with approval, and adopted
unanimously.

Does not every one know by experience
the excitement and ridiculous bustle of the

“last lew minutes belore startiog oo an ex-

pedition of this kind? How every one
orlle to every ope else directions which

- e . ™

e

uch one quite disregards, u«p\mg a fow
conscientious individuals,

Cries of * Come Mary,”" ** Do make
haste,”” * John don't wear thoso boots,

they'll be ruined,” ** Where's the s 2.

Don’t leave that behind.” * How much
longer are wo to wait 7 ** Oh! what a
hat !  *Who's got the radder '? **Bring
the cushions Louie,” ** What a guy you
look !"—=strike the ear with a pleasing
variety.

At last wo set off in proomion. the ohil.
dren accompanying us to the lake, oarry-

ing-various-cushions; baskets and shawle;

Altor following the road for a fow hun-
dred yarde, we turn off into a far prefer
able, wood-bordered, grass-covered path.
W e cross several brooks, pass (e young
girle vitting picturerquely under the trees
ench with a book, and presently we emorge
from the’wood path into another road, and
from that fullow & somewbat irregular foots
path down to the shore of the lake,

We embark with no serious accident,be-
yond that of carrying off a gentleman
whoee wife had at the laest declined going,

-and-who-stood-on - the shore with the. chils.

dren watching us.  Grave doubts imme-
diutely prorented themselves to the mind

ol -this gentloman, as.to whether indulgence

in speh w course as this might not be at-

tended with disastrous coneequences ; and

wisely resolvirg that if the perils of the
deep must be braved, to encounter them in
the compuny of his wife, he wmade known to
ue hiy desire to be rowed ashore, whioch we
immediately complied with, -

Lakg Major lies north and south, nearly
paraliel with Halitax harbour, and is nar.
row in proportion to its length, which i
soven or eight miles. Its bottom is ouri-
ously uneven, the rocks in some places
touching the surfuce of the water, and in
others the cye cannot fathow the shadowy
depths. ,

We were told that the luke is of glacial
formation, which wccounts for the masses of
rock piled up in it

It is narrow at firet, yet deep, but as we
near the Devil's Punch-bowl, the depth of
water grows less and less, and great care
noeds to be taken by the steersman that
the boat does not strike a rock or run a
gmund.ﬁ The large sheet of water represent-
ing the vessel holding his Satanio Majesty's
refreshment, is enclosed by the shores in a
circular form, cxeept where & narrow poas-
sage gives egrees to the lake proper, -

General timidity is exhibited here by
the ladice, which, weo ‘might remark in
passing, affurds an exoclient opportunity

TTor the gentle wnd fond - words of re-assur |

ance, which novelswriters would have us
believe the lords of creation so gladly give
utterance to on occasions like this, but ex-
perience compels us to state that in the
present instance, no dependence could be
placed on such aseertions.

The lake ealely reached, our boat shot
forward swiltly by the propelling power of
our oarsmen, The depth of the shadows
drow exclumations of delight and” sdmira.
tion from all. The unstirred air left the
water smooth as a mirror, and the stones
on the shore, with the trees, wild BSowers
and shrubs, were so rcflcoted that the
point where the water touched the shore
scemed the sharp angle of o wedge, from
the under-side of which secmed to hang
down-wards the motionless trees, the bright
yellow, white, and pink flowers, each with
every leaf, spray or tendril as distinét and
defined us if really growing there,

Then the rocks on the shore appeared to
encrust the edge of the roof of this war
vellous green cave, with every point and
edge sharpened and mugnified by the orys-
tal water, Mere worde can nover do justice
to the glorious scene, Once gased upon,
the remembrance will last for years,

The loveliness of it all recalls this verse
to the mind ;

“ If God bath made this world so fair,
Where sin and death abound,
How beautiful he{mnd oum'me
~Must Puradise be found !

Even with all the inexpressible beauties
that God has revealed to ue here through
nature, ** Eye hath nob seen, nor ear
heard, neither Lave entered into the heart
of mwan, the things which God hath pre-
pared for those who luve Him,"

As wo passed up the luke, we prosently
arrived near o group of rocke; one im-
mense one rerembling o gigantic lounging:
chair, Is_designated Satan's srm.ohair,
and opposite this on the other side of the
lake lies & mass of black stove appearing
above the water, which by a very strong
effort of imagination might be brought to
resemblo some body lying in state ; this,
some one in a fit of aberration has named
after the personage whom we have been
nssured ** goes upand down the world week-
ing whom he may devour,”

.
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Leaving these celobrities behind us, we
after a short intorval arrive at our desting.
“On—wmbl‘wk.

Here a noisy rushing stream comes tumh.
ling down the hill-side over and around ke
mossy stones, until it reaches the lake intg
which it pours itsell with a vast amount of
fuse and excitement. Here u little way
from the shore, and within sound and sight
of the brook we found a camp wade of
branches and the bark of trees, which hag
probably been. erected by wen who hag
oume there for fishing or shooting,

—Fhe- thick folinge of the loity beeches
oxcludo\l the sun very effectually, 80 shawl,
and cushions were disposed of within, md
at the door of the camp, and our merr
party seated thewmselves and proveeded 1
disousds the bountiful refreshments provided,
Time passes too quickly to allow of any

extended explorativos of this beautify] .

epot.  With reluctance we turn to leave it
and embarking once more, our homeward
way is taken, and the echioes resound with
our shouts, singing and laughter,

As the hush of the twilight hour falls

-upon us, the jests and werrimont coase,thy

conversation gives place to a oulm and
thoughtful silence, which is only broken by
the pleasant sound of the water as 1t falls
from the oar, and the distant faint call of

a bird to its mate. The resting tiwme of

nature has come, and its sweet influence
falls oo us all.  The shadows grow deeper
and weird-like. The young moon has a twia
sister in the culm still lake, where also are
reflicted the many-tinted sunset clouds,
which might well represent the tapestry
bung before the gates uf the King's Palace,

Tuho ehallows are safely passed, and then

we hear the vuices ol-the children,who bave”

come to meet us, ringing out clear as Lells
on the still evening nir.  As we step out of
the "boat wo fecl nssured that this visit to
Lake Mujor will last asa very pleasans
moemory for a long tiwme to come,

THE CHAINED FOX.

A fox that had been caught young.’ ‘wu
kept: chwnined in & yard, and became so

tawme that towls und geese approached it
without fear.

** Protty thing !" said its mistross, ‘It

doos vo harm. It is oruel to keep it

chained.”

So she unbuckled ita collar, and let it
tun about, Scarcely, however, had she
turned her back,
olucking from her poultry. Looking
around, she saw the fux scampering off

his shoulder,

* You treacherous, ungrateful little vil
lain ! cried the wowan, * and I thought
you werg so good.”

‘S0 1 was, mistress,” answered the fox.
‘“as Jong a8 | was chained.”

There are wany littlo fokes that need
obaining, There is the ** put-off studying.

- your-lessonssto-the-last-minute ™ fox, that

runs off with your good warks at school
Muster Royoard ** speaking-without-think-
iog,” which is always getting its owner
into trouble ; and Siy-boots ** nobody-will.
see-youstlo-it,”  Chuin them up! Chain
thew up! that's the only way to manage
them.
THE TWO ANGELS.

A traveler who spent sowe time in Tur
key, relates n beautiful parable which was
told him by a dervish, and it seems oven
more beautiful than Sterne's beautiful fig-
ures of the acousing spirit and recording
angel, ** Every wan,” said the dervieh,
** has two angels, one on his right shoulder
and one on his lels, When he docs anythiog
grod, the angel on his right shoulder writes
itdown and soals it because what is done wel)
is done forever, When he does evil he wait,
till midoight ; it before that time the wan
bows his hend and excluims: *Gracious Allabe
I have sinned, forgive me'!’ the angel rubs
out the record, but if not, at midoight he
seals it, and the beloved angel on the rlght
shoulder weeps.”’

A Q\unn Gaon Cuarvain,=The Amer-
ioan newspapers announce the appointment
of a member of the Soviety of Friends (Mr.
M. W. Painter) as ** Moral Instructor "' in

the Northern State Prison of Indinpe, ab:

Miobigan Qity, This office, we suppose,
corresponds to that of ohapuln in English
goole.

Fuith looke to the word of the thing,
hope to the thing of the word.—Adams,

e & -

!‘qubry corrupts both the receiver and

ditho giver ; and adulation is not ol more

sorvice to the people than to kings.

than she heard a great

with™ Hier plunip, red puller, thrown over
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