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eager as ever for the fight, into the 

arena, of newspaper controversy where 
he has won fame in go many previous 
tilts. Aged as he is, he still wields his 

ponderous adjectives and brandishes 

his personal merits and achievements 
with all the energy of his carlier days. 

While on the subject of Kducation 
I may cbserve that the atter.dance at 

the Baptist Institute this winter is 

larger than ever before, there being, 1 

believe two hundrcd names, or there- 

about, upon the roll. The committee 

for Ministerixl Education which bolds 
one sitting each..term, admitted at its 

last meeting, a few days since, no less 

than twelve applicants, to the status of 
accepted students for the Ministry. 
Thus the prospects are on the whole 
encouraging for a future supply of 
preachers and pastors. Still our breth- 
ren in the East will not we trust, look 

askance at us if we continue for a 

few years longer to make an occasidn- 
al raid upon the pulpit supplies oftliosé 
sections in which the Baptists are 
older. Many prominent stations can- 
pot wait the slow results of our Educa- 

tional work, and others need wen of 
broader culture and riper experience 
than the majority of those as yet avail- 
able from home sources. . The cause is 
one, East aud West. On this princi- 
ple it is, that Toronto, Brantford, &e., 
have acted in the past, and that the 
church in Woodstock, the very home of 
our seat of learning, has just extended 

a cordial invitation to Bro. Goodspeed 
now at Newton, to become its pastor at 
the close of his cellegeé course. His re- 
ply is not yet received, but the ficld is a 
promising one for a worker, and it is 
hoped that he may see it his duty to 
enter it. 
The last few weeks have been dili- 

gently improved amongst our churches, 
by the Home Mission Committees. 
The results are not yet made knowp,but 
it is hoped that the contributions may 
be ona scale larger than ever before. 
There is much land to be possessed 
and the appeal is urgent. ak 
The news from many of the churches 

is good. Numbers are being added 
and spiritual life stimulated and devel- 
oped. I need not particalarize as the 
Messenger's ** Religious Intelligence” 
column, I am happy to see, epitom- 
izes the results. We trust the whole 
year may be one of real progress in 
the highest matters, 

J. E. W. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

NO SEPARATE SCHOOLS!! 

To tue PusBLiC. 

At the last Annual Meeting, held at 
Windsor, Aug. 23, 1873, the Baptist 
Convention of. Nova Scotia, New 

Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island 
passed the following resolution, by a 
riring vote, viz. :— 
«Whereas, At the last mecting of this 

Convention, held at St. Stephen, N. B.. 
the following resolution was passed, viz. : 
* That the establishment of a non-sectarian 
system of Common School Education in 
ew Brunswick is regarded by this Con- 

vention with great satisfuction, as the only 
system adapted to the wants of a mixed 
population, and in harmony with the prin: 
ciples of religious freedom ; and that it is 
eapnestly to be hoped that a similar system 
will be introduced and maintained in every 
Provinee of the Dominion : 

Therefore Resolved, That the raid resolu- 
tion be now re-affirmed ; and that, in the 
judgment of this Convention, it is in the 
highest degree important that the mainten 
ance of the Free school system in its integ- 
rity should be secured n pan all opposition, 
direct or indirect, and especially against 
any interfercnce with the independence of 

the Legislatures of these Provinces in this 

matter, by dictation of the Dominion Par- 
liament or otherwise.'’ 

The Conventiun also appointed a 
Committee, or rather three Committees, 
to watch over the interests of education, 
both secular and denominational, and to 
report the results of thgir observations 
and inquiries at the next meeting of the 
Convention, to be held at Portland, St. 
John, N. B,, on the 22nd August next. 

The undersigned constitute the Com- 
mittee for Nova Scotia. . 
Our attention has been directed to a 

Circular issued by the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop and Bishops of these Pro- 
vinces, in which they declare that the 

Roman Catholics have a right to the 
establishment under the auspices of the 
Legislature, of Separate Schools, in 
which their own religious doctrines 
shall be taught; and th. y affirm that 
nothing less will satisfy them. 

- This is a very bold and arrogant de- 
mand. The leaders of one of the re- 
ligious denominations into which the 
population of these countries is divided 
tell us that their chief ruler has ** sett- 

led the question for ever,” and they 
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| vequire that we shall bow down 
to him, 

the veteran Head of the De
prun ¥ dbo Sgvere: wa Saw in-scerdanee with 

his will. Shall we submit? Or shall 
we think for ourselves, and act accord- 

ingly? - 
It is unnecessary to furnish a detailed 

exposure of all the unfounded and 
reckless as:ertions contained in the 

Circular; but a specimeu or two may 
be given. 

For instance, the bishops tell us that | 

* lamentable consequences” have fol- 

lowed the.exclusion of religious teache 

ing in the Schools of France, Germany, 
and the United States of America; 

but they do not tell us that in Italy and 

Spain, where Roman Catholic Schools 

have been long in operation, the 

majority of the people can neither réad 
nor write, and a frightful state of im 

morality prevails. . Is not this a ** la- 

mentable consequence,” and very dis- 
creditable to Romanism ? 
Again ; the Bishops affirm that “if 

the masses of the people do not learn ” 
in. the Schools * all that pertains to 
faith, virtue, and piety;” that know- 

ledue *can never be acquired else- 
where.” ~~Indeed } What, then, “are 

the ministers of religion doing? = And 
are the Churches and the Sunday 
Schools exerting no good influence? 
Surely, the bishops are very upobser- 
vant of the Christian activity of the 
times, : 

Once more ; to stigmatise our School 
Law as subjecting Roman Catholics to 
a * galling tyranny” is simply ridicu- 
lous.” All dengminafions are on the 
same : level. © Their children receive 
education in the Schools on equal terms, 
and they themselves make provision 
with cheerful promptitude, for religious 
instruction. never jnguiring whether it 
involves * double taxation”, for it is an 

expenditure which is gladly incurred. 
We beg to remind you that the 

school system established by law in these 
provinces is admirably adapted to the 
wants of- the population. Provision is 
made for all. Every child may acquire, 
at the public expense, the elements of 
an English education. Useful reading; 
comprising a large amount of informa- 
tion and irfétruction of the best kind, 
adapted to the improvement of morals 
and manners, is supplied in the Reading 
Books issued under the authority of the 
Council of Public Instruction; and 
care is taken that the schools shall be 
conducted by well qualified teachers. 
In order to prevent the employment of 
improper-influences; no children can be 
compelled to be present when any re- 
ligious instruction is communicated, to 
which the parents or guardians of such 
children shall signify their objection. 
The rights of i are duly re- 
spected, but the State does not profess 
to teach religion. 

Under the auspices of this system the 
provinces are well filled with schools, 
in which children of all religious de- 
nominations meet daily for instruction. 

But the Roman Catholics are dissat- 
i-fied, with these arrangements. They 
maintain (or rather, their ecclesiastical 
guides maintain) ‘that it is the duty of 
parents to provide religious instruction 
for their children, and that no provis- 
ion made by the State can be allowed to 
clash with that duty or to supersede it. 
And then, with a view to secure the 
safety of their children, they require 
that they shall be entirely separated 
from other children, and not even per- 
mitted to mingle with them in classes, 
to learn reading, writing, arithmetic, 
and other branches of ordinary educa- 
tion. Religious exercires and lessons 
are so interspersed among school en- 
gagements, in Roman Catholic ‘Schools, 
that those schools are exclusively adapt- 
ed to Roman Catholic children. All 
Protestants. can study together, and 
Roman Catholics are welcome to places 
among them; but Roman Catholic 
parents are taught that such interming- 

ling is wrong. The Pope has “ settled 
it for ever.” 

It is therefore demanded, on behalf of 
Roman Catholics that the amounts 
levied on them for school taxes shall be 
expended solely on their own schools, 
aud that they shall not be called on to 
contribute to the general school fund. 
What further alterations they will re- 
quire, in order to adjust the practical 
working of their scheme to the existing 
school law, does not yet azppear; but 
there i8 reason to expect that additional 
demands will be made. 

Now, it is obvious that if the demands 
of the Roman Catholi-s be conceded, 
the Free School fabrie will be thrown 
to the ground. If the Roman Catholics 
be permitted to expend for the education 
of their own children, and in their own 
way, the portion of taxation for educa- 
tional purposes levied on themselves, all 
other denominations have the same 
rights ; and then, in addition to Roman 
Catholic schools, we shall have Church 
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of England Schools — Presbyterian 

schoolo= "br Tips, 5.) Hore Us oowe 
gational schools— Baptist schools, and 
as many other schools as there may be 
religious parties or denominations in the 

land. The destruction of the Free 

School system will be inevitable. 
Further, the greatly increased ex- 

pense which will be incurred by the 

proposed alteration cannot but be re- 
garded as interpesing avery serious 
obstacle. These countries will be flooded 
with small and inefficient schools, a 

large proportign of which will furnish 
no adeqguate scope for the employment 
of the talents of téachers, the payment 
of whose saldries will render the 
demand on the provincial revenue for 
education a much heavier burden than 
it is under the present system. 

But it is alleged that this is a ques- 
tion of Christian freedom, and that it is 
unjust to require the Roman Catholics 
to submit to a system to which they are 
conscientiously opposed. ; 
The following considerations, are 

suggested in-explanation and reply .— 

1. Tt is freel anted—as it is in 

man for his religious belief or practice ; 
and. therefore, that” compulsion or 
punishment on account of religious 
differences is unlawful, and that all 

taxation for religious purposes is un- 
just.” It is unjust “fo tax a Roman 
Catholic for the inculcation of Protes- 
tantism. It is unjust to tax a Protestant 
for the inculcation of Romanism. It is 
unjust to tax a Presbyterian, a Metho- 
dist, 'a Baptist, or a member of any 
other sect, for the inculeation ot Church- 
of-Englandism. The thing is black in 
all its forms, and no washing. can 
whiten it. 

2. The Separate School System as 
it is managed in the province of 
Ontario, fair and liberal as it ap- 
pears, is itself unjust. © The schcol 
tax levied on Roman Catholics is in- 
sufficient for the support of their 

funds are raised by taxation. What is’ 
the consequence ? Just this—that those 
Separate Schools, being Roman Catho- 
lic Schools, in which the doctrines and 
practices of Romanism are continually 
inculcated and enforced, their support, 
as far as the grants from the public 
funds are concerned, is a burden laid 
on the community at large ;—that is to 
say, ifthe system ‘is established here, 
we Protestants will be taxed for the 
maintenance of Roman Catholic Schools. 
This is manifestly unjust, and it is unjust 
whether the amount be little or much. 
A fine of a cent may be as unrighteous 
as a fine of a thousand dollars. I may 
not be taxed directly for the support of 
a Roman Catholic School ; but if the 
reli.ious instruction gi en in that 
school is paid for, in whole or "in part, 
from public funds, which are raised by 
taxation, then the non-catholic members 
of the community are indirectly faxed 
for that religious instruction, and such 
indiréct taxation is unjust, Fr 

The oljection does not apply to the 
Dissentient Schools of the Province 
of Quebec (which may be called Pro- 
testant Separate Schools, but. are in 
fact, necessarily, public non-sectarian 
Schools,) because although they also 
receive assistance from the public 
funds, the money so received is not 
expended for religious instruction, as it 
is in the case of the Roman Catholic 
schools, but is wholly employed for 
secular teaching. : 

It may be added, that a large number 
of the Roman Catholics in Ontario 
refuse to send their children to the 
Separate Schools, because the instruc- 
tion given in those Schools is of an 
inferior kind ; and that in the Prd®ince 
of Quebec the management of the 
Separate System is in various respects 
unsatisfactory to Protestanis, being 
marked ‘by partiality and oppression. 

3. You see then, that when the 
Roman Catholics demand Separate 
Schools, they ask for something more 
than the rights of conscience, which are 
tully protected under our present law, 
They ak to receive Protestant money 
for the inculeation of their own princi- 
ples on their own children ; and this. it 
is submiited, is unfair and unjust. We 
know that they deny the impeachment ; 
but the denial is useless, for they ask 
for Separate Schools after the model of 
the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, 

taxation. 

any 

- 

fact ® firsi>rite Protestant principle— 
‘that-man is not responsible to his fitlow-. 

schools, and it has to be supplemented 
by grants from the public funds, which | 

and in those Provinces, as we have 

geen, the Roman Catholic Separate 
Schools - are indirectly sustained by 

4. All Roman Catholic Schools being 
schools of religion, any legislation which 
throws the support of those schools, in 

degree, on the public revenue, 
involves the principle of an ecclesiastical 

on the rights apd privileges of Protes- 
ent ovk ome es Sa, WIRE a papeane 
of a system against which they con- 
screntionsly protest, 

5. 1f Roman Catholics will not allow 
their children to be mixed with others 
in the Common Schools—and if they 
ingist upon instruction being given in 
the doctrines and practices of their own 
religious profes-ion, as an integral part 
of-edueation=and, if they require that 
the taxes levied on them for education. 
al purposes shall be exclusively applied 
to the education of their own children ; 
— Protestants, on the other hand de- 
mand that their money shall not be ex- 
pended in any degree for the support 
of Roman Catholic schools, but that 
such schools -thall be wholly sustained 
by the taxation of Roman Catholics 
themselves, or by" their voluntary con- 
tributions, so that every man may pay 
for his own religion, and no man be 
taxed for the support.of that of his. 
neighbour. 

‘The, necessary conclugion- is, that the | 
retention of our Scliool System in its 
integrity is the wisest, the safest, and 
the most righteous course for “this 

| provinge.. It provides for all classes, 
and i8 compatible with the religious 
peculiarities of all denominations. 
These peculiarities are not interfered 
with in the least, inasmuch as every 
denomination may make arrangéments 
for the religious instruction of its 
children, at such times, and by such 
methods, as may be chosen by them- 
selves,. so that there be no encroach- 
ments on the hours allotted to School 
purposes. The destruction of a system 
0 liberal, so just, and so useful, would 

be an everlasting reproach to those by 
whose means, or through whose influ- 
ence,such a calamity should be inflicted. 
We know not by what right these 

bishops. call upon these provinces to 
adapt their legislation to their views. 
They plead an authority to which the 
people of this country owe no allegiance 
—an authority which claims control of 
all persons and all interests, and threat- 
ens to add aggression to aggression till 
every thing human is placed under its 
sway. But we trust it will be under- 
stood that these Provinces will not 
truckle to tyranny,ecclesiastical or polit- 
ical, and that neither priest, prelate, nor | 
Pope, nor any secular power whatever, 
will be allowed to trample on our rights. 

It is rumoured that an attempt of 
this kind is in agitation, and that an 
amendment of the Act of Confederation 
is about to be proposed, wheréby these 
Provinces will be compelled to estab- 
lish a Separate School system, after the 
model of Ontario and Quebec. 
We express, it cannot be questioned, 

the views and feelings of our whole de- 
nomination, when we affirm that any 

interference with our rights and powers 
will be sternly resisted. And. some 
among us are beginning to think that it 
would be far betrer for these Provinces 
to be placed under a separate jurisdie- 
tion than to be subjected,” in any res- 

pect, to the influence of a system which 
repudiates all earthly control, and as- 
sumes, with unblushing effrontery, the 
right to upiversal dominion. 

Te J. M. Cramp. 
D. M. WgLTON. 
E. D. Kine. 7 

Nova Scotia Committee of the Baptist 
Convention of Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, and Prince Edward 
Island. 

The Christian Wessenger, 
HALIFAX, N. S., MARCH 11, 1874. 

OUR STATISTICS. | 

The Second volume of the Statistics 
of the Dominion of Canada has just 
made its appearance. We Lave ob- 
tained the loan of a copy, for a day or 
two,aud have been able only to gather 
frcm it a few of the items of informa- 
tion which are of sc much interest to 
all the people to whom it refers, It 
forms a volume of 465 pages, ard 
contains tables of the ages of the peo- 
ple ; the number unable to read and 
write ; the number of blind, &c; the 
occupations of the people; the num- 
ber of deaths, and their ages at death; 
causes of death ; the number of church- 

es and of benevolent and higher edu. 
cational establishments, &c., &e. 

If our time and space permitted we 
might bring forth, from this mass of 
figures, a pumber of comparisons, and 
matters of fact which would prove 
highly instructive respecting the char- 
acteristics of the several provinces, 
and of their different parts as to their 
standing one with another. The value 
of the work done by the statisticians 
would be immensely enhanced, if, with 
the numbers given in said tables, there 

establishment, and is an infringement had been a few of the percentages 
Ww 
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given as well. . Now, for any practical 
| se S$ As negsspeyys Shay wo ck esV Jo 
this with the figures, for thus only 
can we find out what the tables really 
exhibit. : 

Perhaps there is no part of these 
tables of greater moment than that 
which shews the proportion of the peo- 
ple that can read and write { gr rather 
vice versa, that cannot read and 

write, 
From the Table of Grand Totals, 

under this Lead,” we find that there is 
much difference betweenfthe four prin- 
cipal provinces in this particular. 
We put them into two tables as fol- 

lows, and have prefixed the total popu- 
lation in each of the provinces for the 
purpose of instituting comparisons the 
more readily and correctly. 
—— 

Provinces, | Total Going to School. 
Population.| Males. Females. 

Ontario. ceceevse. | 1,620.851 | 196.284 | 183.302 
QUENE Te eee | LIOLSIE TT) UR.708 01.538 
New Brunswick. . 286.604 | 20.317 18.194 

Totals...... 3,486.761 | 361.122 | 330.760 

Over 20 years 

Males. kemales 
thn 

Ontario, «oove| 9400270731 42.580 | 50.631 
Quebec. eesses 107.782 84.080" 123.026 | 120.895 
N. Brunswick.| 10397) 8.806, 13.245 | 14.424 
Nova Scotiaa | 13.719) 17.613} 18.961 27.561 

161.704+138.4711 198.721 | 213.421 Totals. .... 

Here it would aid us much in the 
proper appreciation of the numbers 
given if the percentages had been also 
given alongside of them, in another 
column. However, as we have only 
tbe bald facts, we must for ourselves 
upply such meaos of instituting com- 
parisons as will extract the facis in re- 
lation to them generally and particu- 
Jurly. : 

If the numbers as given in the above 
tables are correct, they tell us a cur- 
ious story of Nova Scotia. It would 
appear that we in Nova Scotia have a 
larger pumber at school than New 
Brunswick has, by upwards of six per 
cent and yet we have a larger propor- 
tion who cannot read and write. 
have made a tew calculations and here 
present the.results, in tabular form : 

pre 
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Ontario. cececvsscienscaraccns | 22.71 36) 6.7 
QUOlN iss SSE TELL 1556 | 16.1 | 20.5 
New Brunswick..eeeesrecscss 13.4 06.6 0.6 
NOVA BOBS. o bs ihasspsssnsne 20.2 8501 11.9 

Here we find that Ontario has 22 in 
every 100 of the people at “school, 
—owitting * the fractions—and only 
3 in every.100 over 20 years of 
age, unable to read, and 5 unable to 
write ; whilst Quebec has but 15 in 
every ‘hundred at school, and, as a 
matter of course, has a much larger 
proportion,—16 in 100,—who cannot 
read, and 20 in 100, who cannot write. 
We have po desire to take Quebeo 
which has so long had Separate Schools 
as our mode] ! 
A similar comparison between 

New Bruoswick aod Nowa Scotia, 
shews the strange fact that while we 
have a much larger proportion at 
school, than New Brunswick, we have 
wore who caonot read and write. 

How is this? We shall be glad if the 
Superintendent of Education for New 
Brunswick, T. lI. Rand, Esq., who— 
besides being at the head of school 
watters in that province, is also pretty 
well acquainted with the schools in 
Nova Scotia—can give us any solution 
of this difficult problem. ~ Why, if we 
have more children at school, have we 
not more people who can read and 
write ? ; 

[Having learned such facts by insti-. 
tating these comparisons between the 
proviuces, we were led to cul! from the 
different parts of the volume, and do 
the same thing with the five principal 
cities, and we find in them as follows : 
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Halifax, N. S.cees. rE M—2818 M— 3567 M— 564 

Population... 20582 F —2025|F — 546 F — 87v 

bo8| vod 1433 
| 

Bt. JOR, WW. Bosnians ‘M2742 M— 503; M— 700 
Population... .28805! F —2486 | F — 772 ¥ —1210 

d s2zsl 128] 1918 

RR Wi rpg M5284’ M—3000 M—3710 
Population... .50609 F —4961 1 verve of ue hin 

102456 6283 8821 

Montreal Sessa t saan EER M8030 M5138. M5000 

Population. ..107.225 F-90030 F-06173 F-49019 

. 17960 11311 15009 

Population... .56.002|F — 5147 | F — 737 | F —1210 

| losssl  Tierl sw 
The percentages derived from these 

figures we have also placed in tabular 
form, as follows : 

t 

Provinces: unable to read. “fowwrite. 
Males.” Females. 

~ stances. 

—————— 
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