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For the Christian Messenger. 7

' OBJECTIVE AND SUBJECTIVE

RELIGION.” o

—

oture by the HONORABLE BURNTHORN
ANE geRAVE, (ol Antigun) wrimip(, and de-
livered nine times by request, in Nova

Scotin, HOW published, ‘in sympathy with

the Evangelicul Alliance, nsa 8 quel or con-

ciusion 1o Lord Bacon's kssay ** Of Unity

o “cnlglbll.“

(Concluded )

But I might be asked why then have you
divided Religion into objective and suhject-
n'c', and mude two patts of it when after ali
it is only one thing? 1 may give two rea-
ons.  This is not untrequently the plan ol
¢he Chemist or Natural Philosopher when

Le desites to discover and exhibit clearly

Cthe nature orduything: e et qeaslyes

it into its separate elements by analysis ;
and then he puts together®again the con-
stituent parts, uud recombines them, and
exhibits . the origifml cum;lound m'_\tter.
This.reason applies werely Wy treatment
of the matter of wmy lecdte. A much bet-
ter renson for wy diecriminating between
(v)l.‘»j«r'cti‘\'u and subjective rehigion; is; that-
euch & dieerimination is frequently present-
ed to us in God's word. ‘In the parable of
the ten virgins, all hud lawps—all bhad
nominal or formal ¢hristianity ; all bad ob-
jretive religion.  bBut five of them were
wise ;. and” five were foolish.  They that
were fooligh took their lamps und took no
oil with #hein ;" but the wise were pre-
pured with oil us well as with lnmps. You
remember the rerult,  Now this oib—what
was it 7 1t is ceriain that the lamps could
uot coutinue to burn without the otl,  Aud
wark the record—that the wise openly de
clined to sparcany ol their vil, und relerred
the others to them that sold vil.  Thus the
wise repudiated uny idea ot relf-sufficiency
in their supply ; aud directed others to the.
same source from which they bad obtained
theirs. Therelore we are taught that we
need to be provided-with oil as well us with.,
lsmps—that we require Christ's grace in
each heart, not less than his propitiation
for the sins of the whole world ;—in other
words that there is & veed of subjective, as
well us of ohjective religion. The rame
teaching appearsas clearly in another para-

_ ble which | must quote in our Lord’s own

words (Math. vii. 24 ) *¢ Therefore whoso-
over heareth these sayings of mine and
doeth them, I will liken him unto u wise
wan which - built his house upon a rock :
and the rain descended and the oods cawe
and the winds blow and beat upon  that
house and it full not : for it was foundcd
upon a 10ck. Aund wvery cne that heareth
these s1yings of wine; aud doeth them wnot
shaull be likened wnto a foulish wuiy which
built his houre upon the sand ; aud the rain
descended and the flyods cawe and the
winds blew and beat upon that house und
it fed wod great was the fall of 1n.”  Thus
are we not only authorised, but compelled,
to distinguish between objuctive aud™ sub-
jective religion @ and we are ut the suwe
time lod, by our Lord’s comparisun, to uo-
tice that the difference becween actoully
dving and werely hearing his will, bas i
origin in n dflercues ut the commencement

Ol these two mien, veithier- was utterly idle
or slothful; «aeh buile for  hiweelf Lis
house ; por.are we told ol oy conspicuvus
diflerence in the external structure of the
two houkes. The warked differcuge was in
the ground chosen—thie one built on shilt-
ing suud : theothier built upoy reck. A d
sure}j that rock was Christ? Again -be
eays, ** Kxcept ye eutthée flesh of tiie Son

\\0:\' wan und grink bis bloody j’e have no (fe

Fou? ard, us if to check & werely ma-
terial (materinl us oppored to spiritual)
présumption n this ‘pueougt.\uur Lrd

added within a few verses iu the shpwe chup- |

ter, *¢ Lt is the spe o Rt quickeneth | the
fesh profiteth vothing : thé words thas |
spenk gntb lea‘{scy ure spirit und they
are life (Jobnwi. 63.) The truth is, that
we need Clyist's lile not lers than Lis
death, Nﬂy—-in not the scripture argu-
Wwent, one @ fortiore ? that if when we were
euemics we were réconciled 1o God by the
death of His #on, much more being recon

ciled, we shall be suved hy His life.” And.
that life of His n i harren phildcophical idea
ol Jesus, as our great exemplar, comwuni-
cated to us yerbally, and lenving us help-
less to imitate him~ but & portion of His
own life impurted, to us by the power ol
the Holy Spirif. F.r we are warned that
“ilany man bave not the Spirit of Christ
he is none of His.” Thevefore we cannot
rest sufely in an unrealised objective reli-
Kion : we cannot stop short of individua)
vital godliness—unloss we are indifferent to
the fearful risk of losing all, ** Work out

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. -

Jour own ealvation with fear and = trem. |

\

« For it is Gud which

his good pleasure.’

~There is another declaration of our Lord’s
which, bears upon this point which 1 can-
not omit, although it will require some
minutes to enter into it thorbughly.
When he was demanded of the Pharisees
when the kingdom of God should come, he
answered them and said, ¢ The kingdom of
God cometh not with observation.”

Now our English word observation is a
very equivocal word : and to my miod in-
troduces obscurity if not contradction into
this passage, For we must all remember
that our Lord repeatedly churges us to
watch. His plan order is, ¢ Watch
theretore for ye know not what hour
your Lord doth come,”” and his encour-

“agewment s ¢ Biessed ore those - servants |

whom the Lord when he cometh shall find
watching,” But, in one sense, observa-
tion is watching—looking out. And as it
fullows quickly in the context, that, ** as
the lightoing that lighteneth out of the oue
one part under beaven shineth ~unto the
other part under heavea, so shall also the

ron—of -man- be-in his day’-—it is evident |

that that kingdom (or display - of our Sa-
viour’s kirgdom) cannot come without ob-
servation—{or the very first meaning of the
word observation is ¢ the act of observing.”
Nor does the marginal alternative clear up
the difficulty—for the margin instead of
observation suggests ¢* outward shew,”’—
The Greck word I find means treacherous
obscrvation or cunuing scrutiny, and more
purticularly it micans ** superstitious vbeer-
vance.” The verb 18 not that which is used
by vur Lord in any of Lis injuuctions : it is_
used in Murk of U@ Pharisces—they
watched._ Jesus whether he would heal on
the Sabbath day, that they might accuse
him,” and it is applied by Paul to the
Galatians—** Ye observe days, and months,
and times, and years.”—Not with this sort
of observation, therefore cometh God's
kiogdom in any sense. Neither shall they
say, Lo here ! or Lo there! for behold the
kingdom of God 18 within you.,” This is
the declaration to which [ would give the
closest attention. The word behold is pre-
cisely the same as the word Lo! The
word kingdom means first, sovereignty, or
reign, i.e,, royal power,. And the other
words are more literally *¢ inside of you.”
Thus the passage in its plainest translation
stands, ** Lo! God's reign is inside of you,”

We are also told early in the Gospels,
that Jesus our Lord preached ‘¢ the Gospel
of the kingdom of Ged” that Jesus cawe
into Galilee heralding the glad tidinge of
God's sovereign rule, Surely then  this
gospel of the kingdom was the good news
of Gud's reign within ue. And io strict
cousistency with this view writes St. Paul,
| am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ
for 1t is the power of God unto salvation
to cvery ane.that believeth,” This ** power
of God unto salvation’’—this work of God
within the soul—this ** kingdom of God
within you is our subjective religion.
Nor arc our in'erior words inappropriate if
thoughtfully uscd, AN language is imper-
feet, and the weakeet building is building
upon our own words : for we must not for-
get that ** the letter killeth.”

Qur very word religion has by general
undevstanding an aulmost directly opposite
weaning to that of the Latin word religio
whence it comes, The word religio among
the Roumans signified primarily and techni.
cally the s of ceremonies and institu-
tions established - in honour of the gods—

ot including the idea of a code of ductrines

W precepts, Aud I have been writing to
little purpose i 1 have not shown that that
micaning was not what christisns mean by
wreligion,” OQur word religion has such
a Settled wnd. sound menning by conven-
tional UBARE, thag | fear to disturb it by
any ettempt ‘at precise definition. We
gather its true force from chat paesage in
James, which teaches us - how comprehen-
sive, how penetrating, bow active a thing
it is—in which the Greek word for religion
is rather ** worship” ** veneration,”" If
we desire for & woment to avoid the Latin
word, the paseage would run, ** If any
man among you teews to be devout, and-
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his
own heart, this man's worship is vain,
Worship pure and undefiled before God and
the Fatber is this—to visit the fatherless
and widows in their afliction, and to keep
himself unspotted feom the world,” This
passuge ewbodies religion ‘¢ subjective.”
This is that religion to which the whole
Epistle of Jomes urges us with a conclu-
sive vehemenoe,  Be ye doers of the word
(he werne us) and not hearers,only deceiv.
ing your own selves. - A fraitless faith he

bling™ is the ecripture pretept with reason
AT T e ] &i'_cn—f: . JW,hy ? A
e i BSitketh in you both to will and to do of

compares to empty words of kiodoces

which give, not those thinge that are need- |

fal to the body. Not such is the faith that

Chrise gioes. e have sitowa -you *frode
many seriptures that Christ gives us of his

Spirit. We almost tremble to say that e

bas even promised to give us more.

St. Paul, in writirg to the Corinthians
(his first letter to them, when they' wered
not an advanced chureh) says to them,
““but we have the mind of Christ.” And
writing to the Philippians he says, ¢ Let
this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus.”” Let me pot secm pre-
sumptuous in thus asserting that a part of
our salvation con:ists in likemindedness to
Christ, or in our receiving of the mind of
Christ as well as of His spirit. St. Pever
saye, ¢ l'orasmuch then as Christ hath
suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves
likewise with the same mind.””  And when

we remember. that the earnal mind (i. e.,

our own mind by nature) is enmity against
God : for it is not subject (wark the Apos.
tle's use of this word) to the law of God.

.neither indeed can be, we see the necessity

in order to please Goud of our obtaining

from Christ.another mind. For (writes St.

Paul to Timothy) ** God hath not given us
the spirit_of fear, but of power und of
love, and of a sound mind.” And such
exhortations as theee, ** Be of one mh%
—*¢ that ye stand fast in one spirit with
one mind, striving together for the faith of
the gospel "—** that ye way with one mind
glorify God," ¢ that ye be perfeetly joined
together in the same mind and in tle same
judgment " —are hardly applicable, unless
we understand thenof the mind of Christ
imparted to his people. St. Paul states
plainly of himself ** so then with the mind
L myself serve the law ot God." Koow-

ledge and judgment are usually deemed

operations of the mind. But without in-
sisting on any metaphysical distinctions
between mind and spirit—it is plain that
‘¢ the renewirg of the mind ™ is a part of
that salvation which we receive from Christ
by the power of His Spirit; that this ie
needed to fulfil that part of the grand pre-
cept which enjoins upon us that we should
love the Lord our God, with all our mind,

-and that this, as well asall the rest of our

salvation, is acquired by receiving Christ
himself into the heart by faith. For with
the heart man believeth unto righteous-
ners.”  Great, very great—high, very high
are_our; christian privileges, if we would
only realise them. ¢ Power to become the
sond of G6d !” Can that be oftered to ue
and can we be indifferent to its reception ?
The mind of Christ! Is that attainable
and are we careless about it? And what
is it that obstructs us? What is it chat
stands between us and these royal endow-
ments? What hinders us frow entering
‘into this kingdom ?  Scriptureis vety clear
upon this point and answcrs ** unbelief"
‘- S0 we see that they could rot enter in
because of unbelief :” and hy contrast ** this
is the victory that overcometh the world,
even our fuith.”

Now the cnuees of unbeliel are many

and various, muny as the dorruptions of

the human heart, various as the distrac.
tions of earthly cares and plersures. But
there are two strongholds of unbelief, (or
unpersuadedness) which I shall touch upoun
—a8 #poken of in ecripture. They huve

opposite characteristics, they are built of

contrary materials, and_in common reason
they ought to destroy ome nnother: but
they do vot, on the contrary, they seew to
be very firm unless broken down hy the
Holy Spirit of God. The one is that sort
of objection, to the acccptance of a free
gospel, which arises out of men’s pride,
because the terms are so ensy, The very
facility of the required acceptance creates
a difficalty, This sort of repugnance is
exquisitely illustrated in the story of Naa-
man : ** Now Naaman, eaptain of the host
of the king of Syria was a great man with
his master, and honourable, because by
trim the Lord bad given deliverance unto
Syria : he was also a mighty man in valour,
but he was a leper."”

You remember that Naaman's wile had
a captive Jewish waiden who waited on
her, that this little maid suid to her mis
tress, ** would God my Lord were with the
prophet thut is in Samaria, for he would
recover him of his leprosy.” That this
was told to Neaman, and that he applicd
to the king of Israel, that the King of
Israel was distressed : that Elisha sent to
the King, and that Naaman came to Elisha,
You remember Eiisha's order, * Go and
wash in Jordan seven times and the flcsh
shall come again to thee and thou shalt be
olean.” Then broke out the proud indig-
pation of Naaman. The passage is too
long, we press on to the end of it. ** And
his scrvants came near unto him and said,
My Father, it the prophet had bid thee do

some great thing wouldest Thou nut have

done it? How much rather then when he
SRS TS AN, Kash wveebe Sean’ The
subsequent wisdom of Naaman is recorded,
“* Then went he down ” and the reward,
‘‘ and he was clean.”” Wiseienough to
listen to the little maid of lsrael —wise to be

able appeal of his own servants, the warrior
was healed. But we see how nearly his
pride defeated the injruction. ~ Accustomed
to achieve great things, it was no easy mat-
ter for the wan to submit to anything so
simple, thovgh he was n leper. And thuos
't is hard for some otherwise gilted men to
enter in'fhe kingdom of heaven. Another
ohjection, of-unpresuadedness, is of a to-

ously, ** Who shall wecend into heaven ?'—
that is to bring Christ doan from above—
. or who shall descend into the deep? that
i to bring up Christ ngain Irom the dead.”
This sort of unhelief argnes from the diffi.
culty of the thing, that it is iwpossible.
This is the prifound folly of seepticism—
the folly of the conceited ctild that beeause
it cannot tee or undcratand how some thing
is performed infera therefore that its par-
ents eannot do it—that it cannot be done.

power of God.”

While the former objection slights the
comwmand as too easy, this objection magni-
fics the difficulty of salvation, and rejects
it a8 ilh[mahibh‘. Doubters of this kind
are referred by St, Paul to the visible works

| of God, thut they thenee infer his invisible

Alwmighty power. They are reminded that
he rendeth us rain apd fruitful seasons,
filling our heurts with food and gladness,
Every returning spring is ap annual resur-
rection in nature  Kvery harvest is a con-
stant wiracle of development and wultipli-
cation from bare grain. I'bus the invisible
things-of God are said to be elearly seen—
being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and God-
head.”” The only answer therefore to

be that by the infinite grace of the same
Almighty God in whom we live and inove
and have our being (who giveth us all
things richly to enjoy) Christ, his incarnate
word, is very nigh unto them, as unto us,
even in their mouth and in their héart (if
they will receive him,) ** that is the word of
faith.” ‘We eannotgive thew faith, but we
can point them to the Son of Gud—to the
Lord our righteousness. We can tell them
that ** God so loved the world that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-

cvellasting life.” We can aséure them on
God’s authority that he that believe h on
the Sun hath everlasting life, and we can
warn them that he that believeth not tho
Son shull not see lile; but the wrath of
God abideth on him."””  For as all our ob-
j«-c(ive rehigion points to Christ so, all our
subjective religion reets upon him: |
Christ, ** the sun of righteousncées * is
the centre ol our whole, ohjective system
of Christianity, and Christ tlhie Lord our
rightéousners is the foundition and source
of all godliness. Christ is in several pu&-
sages stated to be everything thal is essen-
tial to our salvation. e is the way—that
in, the roud—us well as the trath, and the
Ofe.  1le is the vine,
ner stone,

Lle is the chiel cor-
Even clashing metaphors are
in the same passages applied properly to
our Redecmer—who fullils thew all, in
strict and exact relation to his people,
Christ is the good shepherd ; and Christ is
the door of the fuld. e is the true manna
—the living bread that came down from
heaven : and He is the fountain of living
water.  Surely, aceording to the teaching
of the Holy Ghost, Christ is all vur salva-
tivn.

The single alin or purpose of my lecture
(originally designed. us an_gssay) has been
to lend my own wind, and unmatured
winds lik¢ my own to ** the simplicity that
is in Christ."

Qur minds are given us to think with,
and still are prone to wander in thinking—

Till from the pillow of the t'jnker lying —

In weakness cumes the teaching then nest
taught, i 3

Trat the ttue crown for any sonl in dying,
Is Clirist, not genius; and s faith, nos thought;
— | ought not to close without an ex-
plamtion to ministers of ** the glorious
gokpel,” that my essay was intended to
deduce trom Seripture, with rather formal
closeness, ** the law of the spirit of life in
Christ Jesus.” - In partial apology, 1 have
not thought that its suhjeot would be less
interesting, that it evuld not be new—that
it could not be anything, but most famliar
to them. It ig perhaps superfluous, but
safer fur my younger friends, that I should
add that subjective religion in its personal

and practical importance is never separa-
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counselled and convinced by the unanswer-

tally opposite chmracter. It saye incredul- -

Such indueility errs; **pnot knuwing the

such questions appéars from revelation to -

lieveth in him should not perish, but have.
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ted, from objective religiob in Holy Serip-
tare—although I have divided it (or die-

invariably urges that vital godliness should
follow on the hearing of our objective re-
ligion. * Gud is a spirit and they that
worship Him must worship Him in spirit
and in truth,” is the piercing and proﬁvnd
utterance of our Lord Himself.

And St. Paul says, ** O foolish Galatians
who bath bewitched you that ye should nos
obey the truth? before -whose eyes Jesus
Christ hath been-evidently set forth cruci-
fied among you.”’ Here we see that St. Paul
considered that the obedience of faith ought
inatantly to follow from the knowledge ¢ f
the truth,

Indeed in the early Church—when an
avowal of fuith involved contempt and per-
secution—ohjective religion was not likely
%0 be held by Christians, without a desire
at leaet for subjective religion. Believers
then went more boldly to the root of the
matter ; and accordingly we find St. Paul
asking converts at Ephesus ‘¢ Have ye re-
ceived the Holy Ghost since ye believed ?"
and further asking them * Unto what then
were ye baptized ?” These converts were
afterwards ** baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and when Paul had laid his
hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came
on them—by miraculous proof apparent to
others ¢ and they spake with tongues aund
prophesied.” T

Now, although the miraculous gifts of
the Holy Spirit are not poured out on
believers—we have still every reason from
scripture to aver that the comfort of the
Holy' Ghost, with its sanctifying power,
is still imparted to believers in the name of
Josus Christ. ** How then shall we escape
if we neglect so great salvation?” As
Christ is received into the heart by the
power of the Holy Ghost-——Seripture draws
no distinction between receiving Christ
notually and receiving the Holy Ghost.
“ Ye ure the temple of the living God,”
says St. Paul, and the promise quoted by
hin is ** God hath said 1 will dwell in
them, and walk in them, and I will be
their God and they shall be my people.”
Practical piety grows out of this principle
because ‘‘ the love of God ' (that is, I
think God’s love to us) ¢* is shed abroad in
the heart by the Holy Ghost which is
given.” It is certainly affirmed that *+ we

is also asserted that the love of Christ (i.e.
agnin, Christ's love) constraineth us because
we thus judge, that if one died for all then
were all dead.”” In . another passage,
“ Gud commendeth His love toward us, in
that while we were yet sinners Christ died
for us.” Thus God’s own free love is the
basis of all piety. The great manifestation
and proof of His love toward us, is, fis
Son given and manifested to take away our
sins—even Christ Jegsus ** declared lo be
the Son of God with power.” And we can
beeome ¢ the children of God, any ot us,
only ** by faith in Christ Jesus."

« -

For the Christiun Meuongor:

FROM REV. R. 8. MORTON.

MiLLviuie, Aviesrorp, Fes, 21:t 1873,
Dear Bro. Seliden,— :

If | were n voice, and could speak to the
Ministers and members of all the Baptist
Churehes belonging to our Convéntion, 1
might say to them, with reference to their
recent ¢fforts to sustain and enlarge their
Howe and Fureign Missionary operations,
Well done ! a noble enterprise, indeed,
and nobly have you begun to act in it.
Bat, 1 wou/d say, beware of reaction ; it
is one thing to begin, it is quite another
thing to persevere until the end desired
is attained. "This Missionary enterprice,
has for its end, the evangelization of all the
[leathen nations, and the salvation of all
redeemed sinners, throughout the whole
world ; no spamodic effort will accomplish
all this. But patient continuance in scll-
denying effort on the part of all Christians,
will at length through the promised aid of
the Holy Spirit, surely bring about this
glorious result. Be encourged then, to go
on, and increase your efforts for the salva-
tion of your fellow ereatures. Never let
your hands be slack, nor fear to lay your
all upon the altar for God. Remewber the
words of Jesus, ** He that findeth his life
shall lose it ; and he that loseth his life for

1
I

my sake shall fiad it.”"  And here | wish
toshy a word to wmy brethren in Nova
' Scotia ahout our French Mission. | have
noticed but a very trifling sum, acknow-
ledged as received for that mission, since
the time of the medtings of the Associa-
| tions last summer, although we were in-
' formed through the Christian Messenger,
| that the treasury was empty, some time
Tngn. Dear brethren in your commendabie
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seoted ~it) < 1o?  sohcidersiion, - Scripture -

love Him because 1o first loved us,” and it -
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