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~.-twenty years old at the exodus. were pro-

~fore starting, he sent to the king of Edom
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The Serpent of Brass.—Num, xxi. 4 9.

GoLpen Trxr.—** As Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the
Son o Man be litted up: that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but
bave eternal life. "—Jobn iii. 14, 2.

Couumit 10 Memony : Verses 0.9,

SUMMARY — As by the living eerpents
came death, so hy the brazen serpent came
deliverance from death,

A.\z.n,\'sm.’ The sin. vo. 4, 5. 11
The judyment, vs 6. 111, The praying.
ve. 7. A V. The salvation, vs, 9, 10,

ExrositioN,—The interval.—Last Sab.
bath, we saw lsracl assembled a second
time at Kadesh, after nearly thirty.eight
years of nomad life in ** the wilderness of
wandering.,”” Nearly all who were over

bably in their graves, and instead of the
fathers were the children. But the fathers’
old spirit of unbelief we found still alive
and active, bursting out alter its old fashion
in murmurs agaiost God and Moses, and in
cowardly, senseless longings for Egypt,
even with its bondage. After the miracle
of * the smitten rock,” Moses made ready
to march., IHis plan was to strike out
eastward through ** the land of Edom,”
and’'then move to the north, on the cast

side of the Dead Sca, and enter Canaan, |
as be afterward did, by crossing/the Jor- |
dan. The whole distance would bave been ;
little more than one hundred wmiles. Be- ‘

1
|

for permission to pass peaceably through |

shis territory, ‘This was- refused. zx. 14 | had reccived water from the rock, and

21. Near the border of Edom, on Mouut
Hor, Auron, the brother and constant as-

sistant of Moses, theTirst high priest of the |

nation, the futher of the priestly fawily,

now- more than 120 years old, died. Ho |Jfery serpents among the people. AtKudesh,

might not enter Canaan, because he, with |
Moses, had not honored God at Kadesh. |
His priestly garments were by Moses taken |
off, and put upon: Auron’s son, Eleazar, as
successor. xx, 24-20, After thirty days of
wourning for Aarun, the Canaanites of the
south of Cangan, under their king Arad,
made war on Isracl, were utterly defeated,
and both their army and their cities:
destroyed. vs. 1-3. At this point our les.
son finds Isracl, |

‘erse 4,— Mount Hor., Now called Jebe! |
Haroun —the mount of Auron. There wus
another Mount llor, mentioned in xxxiv.
7y 8, at the north of Palestine, and is
thought to have been cither Lebanon, or
some peak of Liebanon. Mount Hor is on |
the. eastern side of the great valley that |
runs south from the Dead Sea to the Gull
of Akabab, the Red Sea of, this verse, and
is ** the most cunﬁ]iicuuds of the whole
range of the- sand-stone mountaine of
Edom,” having on ite eastern #ide, though
not visible [row its suwmit, ** the myster. |
ious city of Petra.” It is 4,800 feet nbove

the level of .thn Mediterranean, and 4,000
feet above the valley of Arubah, which
xuns by it on the west, **Itis marked

far and near by its double top, which rises |
like » buge castellated bise from a lower |

base, and is surmounted by the cireular

" dowe ol the tomd of Aaron,” From its

4

summit one has a view ol the valley of
Arabah to the west, dnd of ** the wilder.

“ness of the wandering,” and of the southern |

mountaing of Canaun beyond. **On the
east were the rugged mountains of Edom, |
and, fur alung the harizon, the wide downs
of "‘Mount Seir.,"  Here the lsraelites hud |
whited at least thirty duys, and now they |

- wet forth; by the way of the Red Sea, which |

wad dowir the valley culled * the Arabah,” |
to the Gulfgl Akabah, the part of the |
Red Sea forining the eastern boundary of |

- the Peninsila of Sinui,” as we saw in

“previous leswons: 'Phis is, in fact, an ex. |
- tension

the, valley of the Jordan, and |
between the Dead Sek and. the Red Sea is |
over lof),giﬂm long# 1t varies in breadth |
from sowe b |
northern ond, tokthree or four at its’
southern, ,"On its west side are long hori: |

4. -woutal liotRg \,‘%}”&“’“ ranges of the |
. *Cwildernesgbly o waridering,” from 1,600 |
© % 1800 fOf%- high, -broken through by |

ol grihite and - bAsaltic mountains,
- “frotn 2,000 to 3000 feet” high. There are
", two principsl wadibi, dr- valleys, entering
b Arbai Sy

© Jthm- justi, Wb

" Sea,” w

-+ many fpdll valleys, - [te eastern side is o

box

‘the" east, one, the Wady
ve the” Akabwh, or ** Red
bt to the east of Edom, and
doubtless taken by the leraclivs, on turo.

-

E e

| ing effect of their bite, They need not be

- people were encamped in the valley, ex-

¢

n or sixteen miles at its i

ing from the Arabah. 7o cempass the
land of Edom, The name Edom, weaning
Red, was given to Esau, Jacub's brother,
‘and-thence to the eountry inbabited by his
descendants, which was alro called Idumea,
Mark iii. 8; and the mount of Esau,
Obad. 8, 9; and origivally, Mount Seir,
Gen, xxxii. 3. It'was ** a narrow, moun-
tain's tract (about 100 miles long by 20
broad), extending along the eastern’ dide
of the Arabah; from the northern end of
the Gult of Elath [Akabal], to near the
southern end of the Dead Sca.” - ** While
Edowm is wild, rugged, and almost inac:
cessible, the deep glens and flat terraces
along the mountain-sides are covercd with
rich soil, from which trees; shrubs and
flowers now spring vp luxuriantly.” ** The
pame Edom, or rather its Greek l'urm.'
Idumea, was aflterwards given to the |
country lying between the walley of the
Arabah and the shores of the .Mediter.
rancan.” The Edomités were ever a war-
like people (Gen. xxvii, 40), and hostile
to lsrael from the fivet. Though conquered
by David (1 Kings xi. 15, 10), they re-
volted and gained their independence under
Jehoram (2 Chron, xxi. 8). After a hall
century they were again conquered, and
long beld in suljection (2 Chron. xxv, 11,
12). Discouraged because of the way.
They were going directly away fiom Pales-
tive, back over the tracks their fathere
bad comeé nearly forty years before, and
there was little of either water or vegeta-
tion, unless they bad turned from this to
£0 up on the cust side of Edom in a similar
way.

Verse 5.— The people spake. A geuneral
complaint, made probably to Moses, through
the leaders. Wherefure, ete.  We recog.
nize yet again that same old wicked ory ol
unbelief, as though the nativn bhad learned
nothing by all its history. Ne bread,
neither water, A menth or so before they

were still reeeiving ** tread from heaven ™

—the manna—but of this they say, Our

soul loatheth this light [vile] bread. T
Verse O.—And the Lord [Jehovah)] sent

in answer to the sawe complaint, be sent
an abundance of water: now he sends
serpents. Then it was mercy, now it is
Judgment, lad they rightly received that
they would have avaoided this,- But- they
did not know that * the gooduess of God ™
was to lead them to repentance.  These
serpents are called *¢ fiery,” either because-
of their color, or, as is more commounly
believed by scholare, because of the burn.

identified with ** the fiery fying serpent ™
of Isa. xxx. 0, and xiv., 29. Niebuhr
speaks of a serpent found in' the Arabian
desert oalled Baetan—'* a swall, slender
creature, spotted bluck and white, whoee
bite is inetant death, aud whose poison
causes the body to swell in an extraordi-
nary way.'' They but the people, and much
people of lsvael died.  The number of ser-
pents would scem to have been great, The

tending over a large territory, and peculiar-
ly exposed to just such an attack. 7These
numerous deathe helped to the fulfilment of
the prophecy in xiv, 22, 23,

Verse T.— The people came to Moses, To
Moses, 80 recently reviled and abused. |
Like men now, who blaspheme against G@q
and rail aguiust his winisters, until dea®
lwys his haud on<them. Then they wish
o see the mipister, and they exclilnge
cursing for eutreaty, We have sinned,
ete, When their sin found them out, they

lound it out—some of thew when it -was !

‘oo late,” others in time to ask Moses to
pray for them. Ble'sedware they whose.
convietion ol sin cvwes in tiwe to enable
them to aek for the prayers of God's ser-
vants, and the raving mercy of God., And

order to shuw, by type, bow the salvation |

of sinners is effected through Christ. This
_is proved by John ¢ii. 14, 15, In the

eflect of the bite, the condition of the sin.
ner out of Christ, under condemnation
unto death ; the pole; the cross; the
brazen serpent, that which in Christ'’s death
was forever nailed to the cross ; 1 Cor. v.
21; Heb, ii. 14, 15; Col. ii. 14, 15;
Ep'es, ii. 15, 10; Gal. iii. 10-14; Luke
X. ‘,}1\8, 19 ; the upward look, the sinner’s
lock to the cross; the expectation of re-
covery, the sibner's faith in God, through
Chiriet ; the recovery it-elf, the sinner's
silvation, comprising inward healing and
deliverance from death,

Qursthons.— W here did our last lesson
find and leave lsmael? What events oe-
curred between that lesson and this 7 xx,
14.29; axi. 1.3.

Vs. 4. From what mountain did lerael
journey ? What do you know of this
mountain ? xx. 22 20. Where was there
another Mount Hor? xxxiv. 7,8. What
was this ‘ way @ the wilderness™?
Answer=The decp desert valley extending
south from the Dead Sea to thie Red Sea.
Meaning of the worde, ‘‘to compass’?

and its inhabitants? Gen, xxv. 25, 30;
xsxii. 33 Obad 8 ; Gen. xxvii. 37-40;
Num. xx. 15 21 ; 2 Sam. yiii. 14. What
discouraged the people ?

Ve, 5. What did the people say ?

Vs. 6. What did the Lord do? What
is meant by a * fiery serpent ' ? What
mischiel was done by the serpents ? W hat
did God send to the lsraelites when they
wurmured at Kadesh ? xx. 11,  What les-
sor®is there in this for us? .

Vs. 7. To whem did the people now go?

vii. 25, Who prayed for lerael?

Ve 8,9 What did God bid Moses do ?
Did he do it? What was the result? Of
what was the & type? John iii. 14, 15
Show in what respects ?

Abridged from the Laptist Teacher.
Scripture Catechism, 192,

Suxvay, June 14¢k, 1874.—The True
Prophet.— Deut. xviii: 9.10
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ANOTHER LILY GATHERED.

Mary WgLron, a dear child who has
lately gone tg heaven, was nearly always
called May. We do not know why she so0
geuerally went by that name ; but as May
is sometimes uscd as a pet name for Mary,
/We can give some reasons why we like :t,
and wﬁy We think it appropriate here,
May, is the naie of the month of spring
flowers and tender plants and opening
buds ; and in this dear girl’s character we
saw the first cvilences ot a truly pious life,
She luved Jesus, his people and Lie minis-
ters. lHer bible and other good books
were ber delight. She was obedient, hum-
ble, and patient. All these traits of
character in & young person are as lovely
and (ragrant as the fluwers of eurly sum-
wer, il s

, Our first acquaintance with her took place
about fourteen months sgo, just before
we took up a temporary residence at her
howe. She said she would get her a bunch
o May flowers and set them upon the
tabl¥ 1o our room, & promise which, with a
-dispusition as pleasing as the flowers thew-
scives, she fulfilled.

" Oply one year has passed away since she
Jdid this, yet the checks then so rosy now
«Jle-in the cold ground and her ba*;py spirit
“hys gone to be with Jesus.
~=When little May was quite ‘young, she
was led to trust in the Saviour. She had
been troubled te-think that though young
§et she was sinful ; but she knew that God
could forgive the sinner for Jesus’ sake.
‘Oue ‘evening, after she had been heard

Moses prayed for the pecple. Accordibg |apinging with unusual joy and bappiness,

to Christ's comuwand in Matt, v. 44, We'
way now. fitly ask for the prayers of God's
people, or, as his people, pray for othere,
But we are all to go, each for himeell, to
Jesus Christ, ** who ever liveth to wmake
intercession.” Heb, vii. 25, His word s,
“QCume untc me ' ;  not, * Go to: th"w
priest.”’  There is no priest but Christ.

Verse 8, 9. — We have here the command
and the compliance. ‘The command was to,
wake ** @ fiery serpent,” aud in complic
ance ‘‘a sérpent of brass™ was wadg.
This somewhat favors the view that the |
serpents weke called fiery because of their
color, but,is not decivivey It was ruiscd

on & high pole, that it might be seen from |

all parts of the camp, us it shone in tb“y
sunlight, Whoever looked at it, whep
bitten, would be eured. But, of course,
the healing power was uot in the look; and
not in the brasen serpent; but in God

she "went to her pious wmother and said,
“ Ma, | feel 8o bappy to-day, I think the
Lord has pardoned my sins.” There is no
doubt that the Lord did pardon sher sins,
and wuke her his child, It was seen that
the luvebf Christ was shed abroad in her
heart. Religion did not make her unhappy.

| Frue religion never does that, May's toul

was full of youthfal joy, and we loved her
begnuse she showed ue that piety can guide
the young christian amid the joys of youth,
even as it supports the aged saint in the
decline of life.

. 'ﬁmard the end of last summer 1t was
scer"that her earthly course would be a
. short une, and we also observed that her
wpirit was preparing to quit the frail tab-
erpacle of the body. Sbhe was olten heard

otyan, the well known bymn,
=0 ] want to be an sngel,

%pging. while playing the tune on the

only, who made this arrangemcut partly in | o

-~ o S WS e "W, e ~ - -

And with the ungels stand.”

type, the bite represents sin; the deaaly

Wlat do you know ot the land ot Edom, |

For what ? Who is our Intercessor ? Heb.-

She-sang so thoughtfully it seemed that

she rcally wished to be an angel; and |

many & silent tear was shed by those who
listened, fearing that it would not be long
before she would leave this world to join
the company of those around the throne of
God, who -have washed their robes and
wade them white in the blood of the Lamb,
¢ Around the throne of God in heaven,
Thousands of children stand,
Childien whose sine are all forgiven,
A holy, happy band.
Singing glory, glory, glory.”

And now another spirit has joined that
happy band. She pussed away very peace:
fully on Sabbath morming the 3rd of the
present month, eleven years of age.

Many young people will read thie sketch
and some of them may die carly. Dear
children, do you love the Saviour? He
alone can make you bappy in life and in
death

Bereaved christian parents may find
much comfort in anticipating happy re-
unions beyond this parting vale,

“ Sweet flowers, 80 sgon to fade and droop
and die ,

While fond affection muet their lossdeplore,

Hcpe shows them bluooming far above the
e

Where dZnth's relentless stroke is felt no
more.

Then check the rising sigh, the falling tear,

And wait the welcome call to join them

there.”’
H. Boow.
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OUR NEIGHBOR'S CHILDREN.

A farmer was walking with a friend
tbrough a beautiful meadow, when he
chanced to observe a thistle growing thrift.
ily on the opposite‘side of the fence. Im.
mediately he eprang over, and cut in off
close to the ground.

‘ Is that your field ?” asked the other.

*“ Oh, no; but bad weeds do not care
much for fences. If [ should leave that
thistle to blossom in.my neighbor’s field, I
should soon have plenty in my own.'"

His apswer may serve as a hint to
fathers and mothers. It is of importance

~to them how their neighbor’s children turo

out, Heart-weeds care iess than thistles
for boundary fences. Boys and girls who
g0 to the same echool, or who live in the
same neighborhood, catch many a trait
{rom each other. It is our duty as well
as our intereet to do what we can for the
benelit of our neighbor’s children.
i sdboiano i
THE FLAW-HUNTERS,

There are people who have a preter-
natural faculty for detecting evil, or the
appearance of evil,'in every man’s charac-
ter. They have a latal scent for carrion.

Their memory is like a museum I once saw

ut & medical college, and illustrates all the
hideous distortions, ana monstrous growths,
and revolting diseases by which humanity
can be troubled or afflicted. They think
they have a wonderful knowledge ol hu.
wan vature. But it is a blunder to mis.
take the Newgate Calendar fora biograph.
ical dictionary !

A less oflensive type of the same tendency
leads some people to find apparent satisfac-
tion in the discovery-and proclamation of
the slightest delects<n the babits of good
men and the conduct o public institutions,
They cannot talk about the Lencfits con.
ferred by a great hospital without lament-
ing some insignificant blot in its laws, and
somd trifling want of prudence in its man-
agewent, Speak to them about a man
whose good works everybody is admiring,
and they cool your ardor by regretting that
be is 80 rough in the manner, or eo smooth

—that his ewper is 80 hasty, or that he is.

80 fond of applause. They seem to hold a
brief, requiring of them to prove the im.
possibility of human perfection. They de-
teet the slightest alloy in- theé pure gold of
huwan gooduess. That there are spots in
the sun is, with them, sowething more
than an observed fact—it takes rank with
a priori and necessary truths,

There are people who, if they hear an
organ, find out at once which are the
poorest stops. If they listen to a great
speaker, they remember nothing but some
elip in the construction of a sentenee, the
consistency of & metaphor, or the evolu-
tions of an argument. W hile their friends
are admiring the wealth and beauty of a
tree whose branches are weighed down
with frait, they bave discovered a solitary

‘bough, lost in the golden affluence, on

which nothing is hangiog.

Poor Hazlitt was sorely troubled with
them in his time. ** Littlenesss,” he said,
‘“ is their element, and they give a charao-
ter of meanness to whatever they touch.”
~ Good Words,
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Temperance.
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THE TEMPERANCE PLEDGE,

BY MRS. J, P. GRANT,

Edward E. was in vflluent circumstances,
currounded by friends who admired ang
esteemed him, not only for the wit ang
talent with which he was gifted, but whay
was of icfinitely more importance, the
sterling qualities of his bheart, e hag
lately married that one only being whe

all that his idolizing love had imagined,

prognosticated lor bim a long continued
scene of uninterrupted love and happiness ?
who would not have said his life would be
a bright exception to the general rule thay
‘““man’s days are full of evil!” But alas
for human hopes and anticipations: Ed.
word E.'s page of prorperity was short,
whilst his chapter of adversity proved long
and bitter, . Gradually, and by almost im.
perceptible degrees, he beenme uddioted to
the heart-bardening, soul-killing, vice of
mtemperance. In vain bis Iriends warned,
rcmonstrated, entreated. Mo either could
not, or would not, rcleare himself from
the .iron grasp of his tenncious enemy, In
a few short years he had lost u lucrative
situation, was -deserted by his warmest
friends, and the late eeemed inevitable,
that he must eventually fill & drunkard’s
ginve. DBut there was one gentle being
who, unlike all tho rest, still remained

who loved him with that true love * that
hopeth all things, believeth all things, that

suffereth.long and is kind,” It was his
own meck, uncomplaining wife, who thus
hoped, thus belicved, She bad again and .
again been entreated to return to her

| tather’s house, where shecould enjoy those

comforts und luxuries to which trom her
youth she had been accustomed : but what
to Mary was comlort und luxury, without
him who alone lurmed her happioess!
“ No,"” she would reply to all t{:oir per-
suasions, ** am I not his own wedded wife?
have 1 not sworn to love him through
everything? and Edward will yet be re.
claiwmed,” | know he will, And ob, bless
-ings on that fond trusting womau’s heart,
Eaward was at length recluiwed, and
thirougk her gentle influence and instrus
wentulity,  True, she had to go through
long years ol humilintion and suffering ;
true, she bad to endure poverty, pride's
negleet, and the world’# scoin, gut ¢ was
for his dear sake ; und God, who holds in
His hunds the hearts of men, had prepared
for herw rich reward, even the consums
mation of that lor which nlone she lived,
It was & durk rainy night in November,
In an upper upartment ot & small houwse,
situated in the suburbs of the town, sat
Mary, still lovely, though the bright bloow
of bealth scemed to bave faded forever
from her fair young cheek,
was poorly furnished, but serupulously
clean wnd neat, a small fire burned cheers
fully in the grate, and on a table placed
near it was ja scanty sypper, apparently
lor one. Mary was nu\t'f near w cradle,
which ever and anon, as its little inhabite
apt moved, she would bend over or rock
with ber foot., She had been for rome time
absorbed in deep, and it would seem,
troubled thought, for us she gazed in the
fire, n large tear had gathered in her eye,
und hung beavy on the lung dark lash,
“ I am afraid he will not come,’’ ut length
she murmured ; ** and yot he prowmised 8o
fuithfully he would.” Mary sank upon
her knees ; her lips moved not in prayer,
but there was more of besecching, implor.

any language could have expressed, At

street door.  Mury sprang up, rushed to
the top of the stairs und stwod leaning
eagerly forward to catch the first sound ; 1t
was indeed his voice, and the step seewed
steady as it ascended ; she returncd to the
room and stood leaning againet the wall for
support, Kdward eotered, not with his
usual Hushed face, unsteady gait and ex.
cited wanner ; his tace was uniwated, it
i8 true, but it was the animation of an
approving conscience, the conscivusoess of
baving gained agreater victory than earth's
conquerors ever achieved - numely, & vies
tory over hiwself and the demon of intem-
perance,. He advanced to Mary; and,
placing his arm round her ‘waist, be began :
“* My own Muary "—and his voice was
s0ft und low~ and to her ear as wusical as
in happy years long since flown, * My
own Mary,” be wenton, ** my guardian
angel, whose love has been a sweet un
quenchuble light in my dark path of sin
and degradation. ever alluring we back to
virtue, Jet this,"”” and as he wspoke, he
pluced the temperance pledge in her hand—
** which I have this might signed, and
which, with God's blessing, [ hope to kesp,
be to ue u pledge ot returning bappiness.”
Oh, who can paiot the love, joy, gratis
tude, thut leaped into those late welan~
choly eyes, or the bright blood, thas sud-
denly crimsoned cheek, neck, brow, and
a8 quickly ebbed back to her too heppy
L beart, us she hid ber fuce in his throbbing
breast and wept aloud. Edward E. is now
& doting husband, an effeotionate father,
stendy, industrious man, a 1 have no
doubt, will soon be a properous one, For
** have been young snd am now old, yet
bave | never seen the righteous man tor-
saken, or his seed begging their brend.”

alune could make him happy, und she wag-

With such prospeets, who would not have

true to the lost, wretched Edward, one

The room

ing earnestoess-in those raised eyes than

that mowent a low knock was heard at the .
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