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rHE TRAINING OF YOUNG
PHE e CONVERTS .

AN E¥SAY READ DEFORE THE LUNENDURG AND
QUEENS COv, MINISTERLLL CONFERENCH, BY
REV. B A, INURAM, '
The perrons in whose interost this paper

in writton need copeoinl oare and attention,

This we find Is the teaching of Seripture

and experionco, and that much of their

future happiness and usefulness in the vive-
yard of Jewun Christ depends upon their
curly training

Doubtless, we have ench our own pecu
linr ideas as to the best means by whioch to
secom plinh #o gront w work, ¥o that, under

God our young men and maidous may be-

come consistent cliristians, useful church

mombers and faithiul servants of Jesus

Christ,

The vast importance of this great work

I need not urge, the remembyenga. af, wuoh

pamen ax the Wesloys, Whitfleld, Brainerd,

in the past, together with Charles II7 Spur
goon, DeWitt Talmuge and many others
in the presont, bear eloquent testimony to
the power.and importance of correct chris-
tinn tealning io early life, On the other
hand, we cannot doubt but that there are
muny godly men and wowen who might
to-duy have been of far greater wervice in
the christinn. ehureh, had their early traine
fug beon ol & more systewatio ohnracter,
and thus the church has lost wuch of its
power nud influence, through the negleos ol
w0 lmportant w portion of it duty, Let wme
pow ask the indulgence ol my brethren
while I proceed w observe, first, the neces
gity of this special training., Second, the
mennw 40 be employed in this great work.

And shifdly, the results that may be oxpected

tw loHow we the reward of our labours,
lut. 'The neoewsity of this grent work,—

The young brethren and sisters who have

now==l nm supporing a tiwe of revival

such us the churches of this provinee have
lately been graciously permitted to enjoy —
colisted undér the banuer of King Jesus,

» Wro as raw reoruite, who have nevertheless
~tw battle with & three-fuid enemy with

whom they have hitherto been upon the
most intiwmate terme, but whose [riendship
they have now and forever renvunced.—-
They bave to fight agniost o king
tv whom they huve hitherto been most
loyal, but whose subtlety, oraftiness, and
cruelty, they are to m great extent ignorant,
How then are they to become successlul in
this great_ and unequul warfure ! (a) by
tralning under the supoervision of an experi
onoed officer of thuir Lord wnd King; (&) by
taking upon them the armour ol the gospel
and learning o wicld well the sword ol
divine truth,

Agnin, *these converts are like nowborn
children, for all things are new to them,
for they now form part ol & new ereation,
and ure in fuot themselves ** now oreatares '’
vatoring upon a higher, nobler, brighter,
und better life than they possessed in their
previous existence, They have therelure
Lo be enred for, to be fed with such food as
In convenient for them, and to be trafned to

wet woll their purt in the great deama of

the olirlstinn lite.  Again, they are liko
unto the lad who has left his futher’s house
o sall upon the mighty deep, they stand
upon the shore of a sea of knowledge
beeding to Yo made well nequuinted with
and warned of the rocks and shoals, where
others, who have travelled the same way
bolore and Laving lust compuss and rudder
uve wndo shipwrevk, of whoa ave ly-
wenine und Alexander,  And lnntly wo ob-
Crve im i renson-—-and to us a8 pastors the
Wost fwport reason==for this training s,
that wo muy be able to present them all
perfect in Christ Josus,

2ud, We shall euguire as to what menns
Ure to be cwployed in this great work, As
we huve already hiuted, we beliove that in
the first place men of at loust nverage wkill
and ability are needed to labour in this im-
portantportion of the great vineyard; nnd
Who s w0 likely to triin well the ohildren
Of bis charge as the pustor, the father In
lsrae).  Only one hired nurse of whom we
fond wis sucoessful in training her ohild
aright, and she was the mother of Moses ;
Wnd we beliove that no other man oan w0
well help to mould the oharacter, or have
"0 much influence dver the converts, ne
thelr own wpirithl parent. That being
tllowed, the next enquiry is, What Is our
it duty? And we reply, 1o have our
"plritusl ohildeon woll vorsod In the sorip-
tires.  Tn this matter as In All others con
Neoted with the kingdom of Christ, Ohll-
lingworth's motto wust be ours:- */The
biblo, and the bible only is the religion "

for the converts, At the same time the
bible should be used judiciously, by which
wo mean, that it would be woll for us to
have our bible classes so conducted, that
the young should feel them to be pre-emi-
nently theirs,  Wo would also suggost that
& systomatio plan should be adopted by
whioh every subjoot be taught in its proper
connexion, remembering that ordor was the
divine rule at the oreation, in tho training
of the ehildren under the Musaio disponsa-
tion, and order in evidently the rule under
the Now Teftament disponeation, therofore
we would suggest that order should be one
rale in this highly important work of
epiritunl training.  We would suggest that
thoy bo taught 1st, their duty to Christ and
his Ohuroh, then the three R's, Ruin by the
fall, Redemption by the Son, and Regenon-
oration by the Holy fhost, as found in
Paul’s Epistle to the Rumans,  Also God's
‘method of justifying the ungndlyb e taught
in the same ospistle, the power of faith ns
taught in Heb, 11 ohapter, and the powor
of prayer taught in James 4th chap. from
16 v.  Wo would also suggost the boliover's
death to ¥in, and the heavenly relationship
o8 tnught fn Puul's-epistlo to the Ephes.
lans; Christinn liberality as taught in Cor
inthinns, Spiritunl Arithmetio as taught by
Puter, not omitting the various duties of
ohristiany “to the world as subjects of ime
portance to young ohristinne,

We would not omit the important work
of conference, whioh seems to us peculinrly
adapted to the suljeot under cunsideration
In.the conferenco meeting the young breth.
ron and wsisters should be encouraged by
every menns to state the condition of
spiritunl lifo in their own souls, and thus
they would learn to practice the important
work of telt-examination, to seek ohristinn
fellowship, and at the snme time to unite
thelr sympathios and prayers with others.
The young people's prayer-meeting should
in our opinion have a prominent plce in
this work, and thus by God's blessing will
the church members ot the tuture be fisted
for the great and noble objeet of christian
lite. Fhus shall they be enabled to foed
in green pastures, and to drink of still
wators, Thus shall our young wen and
muidens be led from the bondage of Egypt
4o the freedom of the heavenly Canuwan,
trom the wilderness of sin, 0 the summit
of Pisgnh, and from the City of destruction
to the new Jerusalom and the inheritance
ingorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth
not away.

This furms part of our last division, vix.,
the results that by God's blessing to be ex-
peoted to follow as the rewnrd of our las
bours,  lo the first place wo note thut as a
result the christiun wrmy will be well sup.
plied _with good soldiers . of Josus Christ,
men who will not only wear the soldier's
oont, be darzled with the glorious colours
and brilliant paraphernalin of the regimen-
tals, in other words, men who will not
waste thelr time In vain speculutions, as to
where heaven s to be loonted, or the nature
of the seven trumpets, neither will they be
men who will spen i their time over u cer-
tain theory of 600, the two withessos and
the little horn, but wen who will never,
while life lasts, Iny aside their armour, but,
strengthened by divine grace, will wield
wisely and well the sword of the Spirit,
men mighty in the soriptures, with wany
Vallante-for-the-truth, and Great-hewrts,
such as will not shun to declare the whole
counsel of God ; men, Spartan in spirit,'who
will rather die than thooh, and thus, not

neod be, will earry war into the camp ol
the enemy, and who will remember that

“To il or suffor for the truth,
Lv the noblest shing to dv.”

Thus will the fithful pastor be preparing
candidates for she wore thorqugh study ol
theology., The theologionl profissor will
find the waterinls so woll prepared that in
w briel senson the present destitute ohurohes
of our provinee will be supplied with faiths
ful pastors, and as far as Nova Scotin is
ooncerned the Macedonian ory will be
thing of the past. "I'he last results of this
training that wo shall notice will be that
our chureh wmembers will be Berean
sourchers alter the truth wa it is in Jesus,
our Babbuth schools will be well supplied
with Iaithiul teachers, the pastor’s heart
will be encouraged ns he observes the grow-
ing Intelligence of his congregation, nnd at
Inst the sowers and reapors, the hewers of
wood and drawers of water, together with
those who have taken care of the spoil, will
recolve an abundant entrance into the ever-

lasting kiogdom of our Lord wnd Saviour,
Joesus Ch let,

- -

Suppose a church do ell bolieve right
things, and all of them feel wrong onee:

what s the use?

THE CHRISTIAN

wem

only defend themsolves from error, but if

———Porwne Chrlatian Mesenger,
WCANCELLED MEMBERS.”

I have not written hastily nor in a con.
troversinl spirit, 1 have been glad tu note
the agreoment botwoen* D' and * K.’ But
if, noa ‘D’ sdunts, * non-resident and
resident members nre alike under the watoh-
oare and disoipline of their respeotive
ohurches,” and no essentinl distinetion
exisnts na to their sin if delinquent, and its
troatment, why should there be in the
records of that treatment? If they are
alike worthy of exolusion, and alike ex-
cluded, why should they not be reported
nhke? 1 mnintain that the only reason
given—if they wore, ‘* the erroncous im-
pression that the real decrease wus ocuused
by gross immorality, or by the aduption ol
other religious sentiments,’’—** that the
denominntion had euddenly beeome loose
in morals or lax (striot?) in discipline—is
insuffivient and unsatisfactory, 1 do not
believe that it was the reason influencing
tho action of the Western Association,
unloss that nction is immature nod hasty,
and I am disappointed that ** D ” should

now deliberately and unquatittediy defond |

it. It has not always been wso, In his
formor lottera he ways, ** it may -be welk
to use another term ™ than * excluded,”
** The wisdom and propriety of the third
will perbaps be questioned.”  Whether
these suggestions will, if followed, prevent
or remove the trouble at whioh they aim is
n question,  They will at least, it :s hoped,
oall attention to this matter, und lead tu
the adoption by our churches of some
meusures for cheoking or removing the
growing evil.”  Now he asserts that even
“E” must seo in it ** A measure desire-
able, practionble and seriptural,” '

D tukes it for'gmntod that Ads in-
terpretation. will be acoepted, But |
seriously question whether it was gen-
erally understood™in the Association that
there wis to be any ** vote ' of the church
whatever in the case ol those ** cancelled,”
wich loss that there must be what + D
and “ E" agree In regarding the only
soriptural action. Let me assure D
that if it wero, and his recvmmendations
with regard to the wmode of uction are
carried out, there is far less danger than
he supposes of the number “of exclusions
being thereby 80 augmented ns to render
the ** cancelled ' column the necessity he
regards it.  But iv s asswming altogether
to muech to say or suppose that an As.
sociation has made ** w provision for sorip-
tural watch care and discipline " when it
was mnde long ago by the lend of the
ohureh Hiwmsell, Cerainly if this be not
#0, our churches, even including those of
the - Woestern—Assoetation; will not  foel
themsolves bound by wny provisiva it may
muke or any interpretution of that provision,

Fioally, sinoe ** D' * rewson for reports
ing exoluded nun-residents ws only cnnoel:
lod, applive with equal furoe at least to
‘disorderly walk in neglecting church
ordinnnees and Chiristing duties ' gonerally,
will he distinetly inform us why only the
formev should be reported ** cancelled ?"
Is it desirable in any case to wuke such
distinotions amung the excluded and to
tell the rewsons ol their exclusion 1 1t so,
why not In every ease? And if you once
adwit the desirability or possibility of
doing it in ove ** clugs "' how ure you to
prevont it being attempted and effected in
another—indeed, for all ** other causos
beside immorality or heterodoxy?' No!
Brother ** D" highly a8 ** E " regards you,
aud much as he respoots your judgement
and ability, and would desire to agree with
you, he ounnot ** use his influenco in tavor
of this mensure” until ho gots still more
light, Till then it will continue to be his
oarnest desire wod hope that both you and
your Associntion will see your mistake and
haston to rootily it,  In the mesn time he

i happy to be with you beart and soul on
the discipline question,

E.
" -e
¥or vhe Christian Messenger,
Dear Editor -

Although T trust the recent discussion of
1 Cor, xv, 20 hus thrown some light on, &
diffionlt pasengo, yot it is not my wish to
prolong it beyond a fow stutements chicfly
in explanation,

I aw traly sorry my friend L, has o0 un-
fuvorable an lwpression of ** evangelicnl
clergymen " o generul, and of wmysell in
purtioular, ‘

It Is, however, not brotherly or wise in
him to charge wy sins on clergymen as a
class ; for, as & body of men, they are,

perhaps, quite as good-vatured and chari-
tuble as lay-brethren,

In refercnce to wy humble self, 1 will

}
\
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MESSENGER,

| only nj in dot'onoé. that those who know

we personnlly and therefore best, hiive not
hitherto nccused me of possessing much
‘* odium theologicum," or polemical rancor,
in my heart. But if in my part of the
recent discussion, I have roally erred either
in spirit or in diotion, my apology is that
v TO err is human, to forgive divine.” 1
therefore trust friend L. will not,be 8o un-
godlike ss to refuse me torgiveness, either
in the next world or in this,
“As to the ** majority " question among
the best Biblionl lnterpreters, 1 sup-
pose 1 might afford to be satisfied with
friend L's statoments in his last communi-
oation, inasmuch as he hue not adduced
single ** learned iuterpreter ” who fully
sustaine his peouliar view ; but in answer
to his challenge, 1 will simply reproduce
the worthy names of. Dean Alford, E.
Robinson, D. D,, McKnight, Dr. Barunes,
with the remark that the list could easily
be quadrupled, were it worth while,

With regard to triend L's assertion that
[ huve brought into my correspondence
‘* muttors outside of  the subject under
consideration,” 1 am astonished ; but need
only-add-e¥at;<in touching the subjects
of ** spirivual death "’ and * Unitarian "

unwmistakably and obaracteristioally insin-
uated his erroneous views of the diviue
peonlty for sin and* had used ** Unitarian
phraseology ” in-the first article he wrote,
Theso are the facts patent to all the readers,

In cunclusivn I treely ncoord to friend L.
the liberty of holding personal opinions,

assumption of infallibility a8 his comwuni-
oations eontinually exhibit. Instance the
fullowing statement in his last letter, ** Yet
‘they failed, ua did Dr, Adaw Clarkey, to see

the weaning of overwhelwed in suffering

for the dend, What ¥ means 1 have
shown " 'I'he

italios - and exclvmation

wark are mine, . ** Truly,” a8 bro, Beown

remarked, ** Mr, L, seoms to say, Eureta,
Eureka

Nor does it become friend L. to charge

others with hersh language or bad temper

contew ptuous, und ** ill-naturedsaronsm as
his Just letter containg, 5

* O wad soxe pawer the gittie gie us,
L0 weo oursels as ithers sce us.”

Yours, sealous for the truth,
e : A U

D @ WP

For the Christian Messenger,

RELIGION IN SlAM,

No, 1,
Every relinble faot connected with Siam

heucelurth be increasingly interesting to
the Baptists of the Maritime Provinces,

So far us the writer can asoertain, the
fiest - Christian - Missiovary to Siam, was
Charles Guiglaff, in 1828, He laboured
mmong the Chipese, aud was supported by
the Netherland's Soviety, :

Botween 1828 and 15870, some forty-six
Missionaries laboured in Siam—eighteci
with the Chiuese nnd twenty-eight with the
Sinmese,

In 1835, Dr, Dean went to Bangkok,

In 1570, the American Bapuist Mission-
ary Unlon reported seveuty members,
They bad three Baptist Churches, one at
Bungkok, nnd two in outlying localities,

In 1870 the Mission work was, it secwms,
tew porarily suspended among the Siamese,
and thencelorward the conversion ol the
Chinese population hus veeupied the entire
attention ol the Awmerican Baptist Mission-
ary Union,

I the toregoing facts should prove to be

the members of the Board of Foreign Mis-
sions in the Provioces, will be able to
furnieh the required correction, But |
Wi apt to think they alfird a tolerably
eorrcet outline of the history of Missions in
Siam. When Mr.Carpenter appeared before
the Convention at Windsor in 1873, and
guve such w glowing account ot the pros-
peets, as determined our people to go in,
“und ovoupy this field: -
Some thirty years ago, a Mr, Chandler,
formerly ol Connectiout, went out as a
Missionary to Siwm. Vinoent says of him
~+* lle has lived hero during the reign of
three Sinmese Kings, and bas witnessed
the arrival and departure of several loreign
missions, (oot religious, I presume), whose

he has olten beun instrumental in further-
ing or vegotinting, He wadds—'* Several
years ngo Mr. O, gave up his missionary
Inbours, and entercd the Government ser-
vice firet us un lnterproter, next as tutor to
the King, snd then as Secretary to the

' Forelgn Oflice, which latter position he

~sentiments, 1 did so because Mr. L. had

and of fmrly expressing them through the
press, but not with such dogmatism and,

in the dlaring light ot such unchristlike, -

Cwnd T hisory, We aleendy Totimated, nust

| i taken of ull other benevolences.

to wny extent unreliable, doubtless some of

commercial lengues or treaties with Siam,
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rotaing. Mrs, C, employs her time teach-
tng-about a dozen Siamese boys the rodi-
ments of Education and the English lan-
gu“g'."

At Pechaburi there are two Missionaries
of the Americ\n Presbyterian Board, the
only Foreigners in a town of 20,000 ine
habitants—Rev, Mr. McFarland, one of
them speaks the Siamese and Laos dialects
perfectly. le represented to Mr, V. that
he had made about twenty oconverts, but
one of whom had relapsed. Mr. V., re.
warking that he thought the Sinmese wuch

acquire new religious truthe, he, Mr, M.
Farlan assented. He thought the Mission
too young to have expected greater success.”

The Archives of the Awerican Baptist
Missionary Union would doubtless supply
wuch information respecting the country,
past and present, but.to these I have not
access, and it has often been a matter of
surprise to me, that our Board or ite
Secretary instead ol aocepting the state-
ments and views of returned wmissionaries
traveliing for their health, as the basis of

expense of a delegation to their rooms, en-
deavored . to_secure. from the Awerican
Union official information,not only as to the
causes of their suspending their gperations
among the Siamese, but as to the most
authentio facts possessed, in reference to the
Karens of Siam, their numbers, history,
uabits and location,

It way be, howcver, that the Board
are turnished with all the informution that
can be obtained, and have already done all
that is suggested or that pradence would
dictate in such a case. 1 s0, the results
%0 far a8 I am aware, bave not yet trans-
pil‘t‘d.

That the undertaking upon which the Bap.
tists of «these Provinoes have entered with

and grand  proportions, none can doubt.
Fuirly Inunched with ten wmissionaries on,
or soon to be on the field, whatever the Am.
Baptist Missionary Union may have done,
in suspending operations as regards the
Siamese, and concentrating their  efforts
upon the Chinese population, our plans
ought to be so wisely laid, that under Pro-
vidence, there should be no future suspen.
sions on our part, but a steady, progres-
Nive, onward prosecution of the Mission,
without vacillation, or hesitation. Hence
the importance of'a sound solid platform—
a design rationally formed, whick in
due season, muy he expected to accomplish
thel?ulicipntiunu ol its promoters.

very ocobtributor to this mission wil)
naturally foel a deep interest in its future

the time, wken it should be expected to
bear fruit, and the imwediute friends and
relatives-ot the missionaries, will be keenly
Attentive to all that concerns their, present
and future prospeots,

The Yoar Book for 1874, will furnish a
eapy of the Report of the Board ol Fareign
Missions for 1873.4, But one could well
wish 1t might have appeared in the de-
nominational press in advance, as i¢ should
be the most generally interesting dooument,
probably, read at the Cunvention.

The amount of §7.721, the sum colleoted
from wll sources during the financial year
which has just ended, represents at 6 per
cent, in round numbers, a capital of say
$125,000—~u pretty large sum of wmouey
for these provinves certainly—when accoun t
This,
unlike some other of our charities, is to be
pel'pt'(unl.

Of the ability of the denomination to
continue this contribution there is little
rouw, | apprebend, for doubt—providiag
that afllairs are so managed, that ontire
confidence in the mission, and its eventual
success, is secured and preserved.

These ‘rewpnrks are predicated upon the
assumption ul one mission, that is to say, u
mission to one class of people, requiring
but one language to be learned, and vne
head departwent, to' be erected and main-
sained in that far off coantry, And it
seems to me, the Board in St. John must
at an early day, come to some definite de-
cision upon this point, They must ere
lung, one would suppose, decide not only
a8 to whether they shall have a  Siames.
mission, and a Karen wission as well, and
il su, where the head quarters of each is to
be, Or if but one mission is to be sus-
tained, whether that is to be Siamese, or
Karen, and where located,

I the deliverance of Rev, Mr. Mclkenzie
at the Academy of Music prove to be re-
linble, then there would seem to be but
little room for doubt, as to what the Board

sffould do.  Bat if, as | greatly foar, there

1 18 some grave mistake about this announce-

» v
more anxious to learn English than “to

%0 groa) An.entorprise aa that ln which we.
are engaged had not even ifit involved the

such comendable xeal, is one of magnitude, -

Pprofperity, and look forward anxiously to

)




