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" Correspondence.

——

For the Christlan Messengor.
FROM LOWER CALIFORNIA.

Los Anxarros, OALIFORNIA, ;
S:pt. 18th, 1873,

Dear Bro, Selden =

From the above nddress you will doubt-
Joss ask & fow questions = such as the mean-
ing of Los Angeles; wnd where located—
productions and olimate, &o., &o.  First,
s Angelos in Spanish means ** The
Angels’, city.”  Located 800 miles south of
san Franoisco, on the Puvifio slope. The
olimnte being secvnd to none, New South
Wales not excepted, or any other portion of
tho globe with which we are at all acquaint.

=# 04, tho skies of Ttaly being no exception.

It has a uniforw somitropionl oliwate all the

yoar round, not having-the humidity nor|

changes of the other mentioned pluces, but
in contradistinotin the atmosphere being
dry but not weakening, the weather being
remarkably uunitorm, with edntinual sun.
shine, there being no rain or other storme
for nine months in the year, Iodeed a rain
storm would bo w swd oalnmity trom the

fuct. that the lwmmense. amount. ol graln.

raised and allowed to remnin iu the ticlde

from hacvest time until exported would be-

sadly injured; us woll as the dry yrass oalled
Silleree, which bue been cured by thesun, nod
is well fitted to kevp the stook in guod con-
dition throughout the nine months of the
scuson § thie remains uncut upon the land,
pustures, &e., & wonderful provision of na
tur€, unknown to wany paris of the world,

The agricultural productions are almost
boyond eredence. Corn of the finest quali-
ty from 10 to 22 feet in height, everything
elee in the same propordion.

The truits are abundant, including not
only all the Knglish produotions, but u vast
variety peculiar-to wsewi-tropionl climutes
amonget the muny wuy be bemed the
0-aDge, lemon, pueyrdnate, neotarine, ap-
rioat peach, &v., &o,, with grepes and
strawberrion by the tun.  The grapes which
herotofore had been converted into wine

. And the refuse into gus wTighs the oity, ure’

now, by the “*Alden '’ process, utilized and
wade intv exvellvnt muscatel raisine, The
sawe s applied o other fruite and even

~—vegotatiies, which is a new und goud thing

under the sun, Much of this is to be attri-
buted to the progress of temperance prinei-
ples and hygienio principles in guneral,
whioh-we arv huppy to suy ure begioning
to prevail,  I'his wealth of productivn s
the result of » good systew of irvigation.
All the rivers being cunverted into innuw-
erable rivulets fur hundreds of wiles
throughout these beautitul wvallies,

We bave stenwslip communication daily
with San Franeweo, uod sl other parts on
the Pucilic cvust, Lrom Oregon to Pansma
aud through the lugter to New Yurk, and all
Atlantie eitien,  Their nre four first class
railronds, and rolling stock radiating from
thie wity, all ot which will suun cunnect
with the great svuthern Pucitio, below the
show line, thus avoiding the snow-blockade
of the Central Pucitio Rallroad=—which is
likely to eecure for this city the lwwense
Oriental trade and commerce, All this
weulth of production is the result of only
20 yours ol Awerican enterpriso, a8 provi-
ous to 1849 the whule Pacitio const lny dor-
want and unpioductive in ‘the bands of
Spuin and Mexiwoo, This oity (Los Angelus)
s not 10 years vid, yet it wunifests nll the
clewents ol modern progress, we have 8
newspapers, .3 of which are daily, vis, :
tie Herald, Express und Star, 'L'he build
ings aud system of Publio School instruction
being uusurpassed, T'he religious elewent
consists of the usunl evangelion]l denomina.
tions, and the Roman Catholle, which is
chictly Spanish and Mexican with some
(ndiane, ull of which huve their old dobie
or mud bulldings, fust disappearivg, suo-
ceeded by splondid Awerioan and British
edifices, for the accowmodation of banks,
& The prospects of the Baptists are
brightening us you perceive by the following
notice of the Los Angelos Association, re-
cently held at Santa Ana, and the organi-
tativn of the Los Angelos Baptist Church
in this city,

MERTING OF THE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

The Baptist Association of this county
Comwenced its sittings on Friday the 11th
inetant at Santa Auva under the presidency
ot Elder J, O Ourtis of Los Nietos. 'I'he
Plnce of weeting selcoted was o beautiful
krove ol syonmute trees in which was erect.
¢d » booth of willows capable of sesting a
thousiind persons or more, awple provisivne
Were made and invitativns extended to all
Visitors us well as to the delegate messen-
f'“" Six new churches were received into

ollowship making o total of fou in-

¢ludiog’ the Los Angelos Baptist Church
Fecently ized hut:ll cny?

wectings were characterised by m,

.o W s V. - - - - -

L

| Amerloun Buptist Home Mission Soolety nt

groatest harimony, The Introductory ser.
mon by Eider 0. 0. Riloy, was enrnest,
faithful and approprinte, au.nlso those that
followed by Elders Thomas, Davenport, Me.
Lean of Brooklyn, Lovesll and others on

Friday and Saturday,
On Sunduy a Myhmlon

ary Sermon was
Elder Jobn gr

preached b anois of the

the closo of which a cgllection was taken
up amounting to about sixty dollars for
Hohfe Mission gmrpnm. At 3 r.x Dr,
Hobbs of Lus Angelos, delivered an exoel.
lent aiscourse on the Immortality of the
Soul, and at 7 » m., Blder Wright of River-
mide. gave n practioal sermon on Religious
duty, The Associntion continued in session
until Monday whi n the appointment of two
missionntios was consummnted,  Groat
praise i due to the families of Santa Ana
embraging various denowinations, for thelr
noble howpitalivy,
CHURCH ORGANIZATION,

An Eoolesinstieal Council met at the

new Gorman COhuroh, on Spring street,
~botween Fourth and  Fifth, in 1
on Sunday, the 10th instant, for the
qurpuno of organising a Baptist Churoh,
'he delegntes present were Revds, John
Francis of San Franoiseo, J, 0. Qurtis ol
Loe Nietos, Dencon 1. Lankershim of San
Francisco, Rev, %r. Cooper wnd Dr. Hobbs;
with a nuwber of Iny brethren,

Lhe weeting- wan_called to order by the-
appointment ot Reve & “©0 Ourtie an i’ i |
Aens and Mr. Haneook as Secretary: - After
the reading of the Declaration of Faith und
Covenant and other preliminary exercises,
reading lotters from the churohes, eto., the
Rev. Juhn Franois delivered the recognition
sermon and the Rev. Mr, Curtiv the charge

to the newly organized church ufficers,
pﬂ"tﬂr. ote,

During the day two, Chineseand English,
survices were he{d und lurgely attended—
the first boing on the public square near
Tewple Block, where the best of order was
waintained, and the sccond in the ohureh
on Spring stroet. :

Commencing at the close of the organi.
gation servioww, and notwithstandiog the
weeting was protracted for four hours withe
vut intermission the interest was cuntivued
to the oloee,

The newly organized church will meet
every Sabbath at the above-nawed church
edifico at 3 o'elock ». u."

On my arrival in this city there being no
Baptist preaching or Interest we cummenced
labors in the Cuurt House, nnd continued
for three months which resulted in the nbove
organization with a tair prospect of further
incrense.  The ubove Assveintion was char.
‘noterized with more thun ordinary weal, and
great wisslonary spirit was developed ne
will be seen by the appoihtwent of two
wissionaries and we are bappy to say that
with one of whom many of the readers ol
the Messenger have had a long ncquain-
tanoe, vid., Rev. Juho Francis, whore nesi-
duous labore in the provinces of Nova Suvo
tin, New Brunswick und P. E, Island oearly
thirty years ago, are held in vivid recolleo-
tivn by many who have not yetrenched the
heavenly Canaan, | esteem it os o remark-
able: Providcnce and singular coincidenne
Jthat my brother and myself who labored
together a generation past on the Atlantio
coust should agnin be so happily united as
co-laboreve on  this great Pacifio slope for
the advancement of tho Kingdow of our
Master, and Saviour Jesus Christ, to
to whose kind providence and guidance we
are indebted tor the preservation of myself
and family by sea and land, nod notwithe
standing our intention when leaving Aus-
tralin to rench Nuva Secotin-~directed us to
o fleld of great spiritunl destitution and of
great iwportance. The luflux from various
parts of the world, not only from Austra-
lia, but also from CQuoada and the Lower
Provinoes, not a fow of the number being
Baptists, which impresses us with the faot
of & future for the denvmination in this
oity.

Bro. Francis, who has charge of the
Chincse mission work on the Puoifie const,
nocompanied by one of his Obinese asele-
tants who preaches in his own language to
his countrywen, numbering not less than
100,000 distributed throughout the land,
including nbout 2,000 in this city and sub-
urbs, Here it Is intended. 1o tablish
wission similar to the one established and
conduoted by Bro, F, 10 San Francisco,whiob
numbers 100 pupily, including 18 baptized
communicants, Five of these presch the
gospel to thousands of their countrymen in
the Mission house on week evenings, and
in the open air on Sundaye.

‘" OPEN-AIR BERVICES AT LOS ANGELOS,

The open-air services in Eoglish and
Chinese nttraoted quite a crowd jo front of
Temple Blook last Sunday. Although the
servioew were designed prineipally for the
odifiention of the Celestinls, they were very
wuch in the minority, not more than twenty
being present altogoether, After n short
address, delivered by the Rev. Dr. Franciv,
the Obinese wissionary spoke to bis coun-
trywen for about fifteen minutes, He
scemed to be earnest and impressive in his
words, however odd they sounded to the
mjorfcy of his listeners, and those who
could understand his import gave him the
most marked attention. To the ocredit of

" THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER._

what peculinr, and to sowe, ludiorous, oir
oumstanvos, not the lenst disrespect wa®
shown by word or uotion to either the
spenker or any ol the Chinese nuditors,—

fter the conolusion of his remarks, a chart
bearing & transiation of the little song,
i There s a Huppy Land,” in Chinese
oharncters, was hung up in sight of the
assomblage, and the missionary attemptod
to lead his Chinese hrothers in rendering it
into song.  To our notion, it was n sorry
nttompt at musie, but we suppose It was
melody to. the drum of Juhn's ear,  Alter
wardi it was sung with the English words
and tune, sounding much more Ohristinne
like, T'ho wwwembly was ﬂm\llf dismissed
;"a benedietion pronounced in passable

nglish by the missionary."’

Truly yours &o ,
‘W, Honus,

P8, =1 forgot to sny we have enquirers
in this wicked city, nnd others converted,
To God be all the praise, W. H.

~ Forthe Ohristian Mossenger,
THE PULPIT.

NO. 11,

When the Rev. D, A, Steele in hislocture
recently published; remarked that it may
be well t apend a little time in ** contems
plating what may be termod its fnish,
to behold the adornments of christinnity,
&o " that idea is one noar nkin to that I
have in view in this essay. Folly needs
“ shooting as It flies,"” no matter whether
ity perch bo a pulpit or a plattorm, -1
need not I presume, guard the reader, lost
he fall luto the mistake of supposing that
my ohject is, in any way to underrate or
lesron the influence of the pulpit, On the
contrary, | am anxious and my object is
to olevate the standard of pulpit oratory,
I have wade no relerence to the piety, to
the spiritunlity,or the orthodoxy,ol the man
who has selected the pulpit as the sphore of
lile's lnbour, Neithor ls that my purpose.
Findiog such o one there, my aiwm is to
ansint in-perfecting hiwm, o8 far as 1 oan,
and makiog him more effivient than he
otherwise probably would be, even thougle
I lessen his, self-sufficiency or wound his
sensibility somewbat,

- The cricketer, theuthlote,every one of us,
in his sphore must expect the rough with the
smooth, and take it as he flods it. I have
often thought that the pulpit orator, while
he enjoys privileges, and is exewpt from the
ruder contosts, and fleroe encounters, to
which most other publio speakers are sub.
Jooted one time or another, is & loser withal,
Many such are vallant for the truth, they
conjure up arguments which they suppoee
an antagonist might use, and then they call
the nudience to bear witness, how ensily
such=mny be refuted. But those enny
vietories give little wusole to a combatant,
little skill, and in the absence of a rival
opponent to attack, or defend ngainst, the
orator rotires scll-satirfied thut he lLas
achieved Important results,

Tho sailors’ dialogue, nftera long voyage
and returning from' a Sunday morning
servioe, hae point nod will illustrate what 1
mean,

“ Well Juck, said his comrade, referring
to & wore than usually interesting dis.
course,  What do you think of that yarn,"

“ The ynrn was well enough ” said Juck,
‘““but it v eany to spin n good yarn when
there Ir nobody there to-contradies you."

That is it,  The pulpit spenker, has nut
the correction in relerence to matter or
wanner, which the reply, the satire, the
ridioule, the vigorous onslaught of no op-
ponent of diffcrent sentiments in any other
sphere, insure.  His wenk positions, wenk-.
ly made, his ungraceful action, his un-
grawmationl sentonces, his ridiculous
pronounciation of foreign, or difficult and
sometimes of common words, his colloquial-
isme, his frequent and tiresome ropetitions,
are all supposed to be so identifiod with the
sudred suhject discussed nnd the oalling of
thé speaker, that he escapes oritioism but
to repeat bimeell, it may Lo, ar often as he
wppears in character, | malntain that this
is unfortunate for him. For there is no
better school, no bigher finish to be obtain-
ed, than that, where our faults and follies
are morcifully exposed, where the lash falls
freely and the trenchant blade of eriticism,
lays bare to the bone all pretentiousness,
ot founded on solid nequisition,

[ may not perhaps go qiite so far ae the
Ministerinl Institute Lecturer does, under
the heading ** Liability to misstatements
and overstatements,” recontly published in
your ovlumns, | adwire his eandour,
however, and find no fault with the sin
cerity with which be lets fly at the errors
of the day, But I am sailing, as the
mariners say, on another paraloll as will
be perceived. 1 am anxious that thowe
gentlemen who ocoupy pulpits, should be
fully

of our oity, we are proud to say that in

S~

places, a8 well as to the solf imposed duty,

S . - e - . . - -

that promiscuous gathering, with its some

equal to their compeers in other |

In'a former number, I Instanced tho
abuse of the interjeotion O ! when repoted
in nlimost- every successive sentonce, and
not unfrequontly twioe” or thrice in one,
during fome unconscionably long exeroise.
But there is an oxpresslon I find becoming
#0 general and #o common, awong prench.
ers whowe servicos 1 am permittod to nttend,
that I am wsure if they knew how often
they repeat it; would not be so continuous-
ly dinned into one's ears, Our language
is noither o poor, nor so barren, that any
une word, should be found in the begin.
ning,middle and end of a series of sentenves.
Not even nmong pulpit orators, The word
[ rofor to s ** Realize.,” Tt isa very good

| word, but It Is run to earth in these duys,
[t in supposed thnt wo obtained it fram the .

Spanish, or Frengh, and thoy in turn from
the Latin, Ite root being Res, a thing.
But no matter whonoo ita orlgin, I ww
wenry of hearing it, Porhaps some sen-
sible rendor will take a note of these re-
wirke, and introduce a substitute oocasions
nlly sueh & synonym s will relieve the

Then there is the word * feel ” and o
fine old Saxon mounosyllable it {s, But
poor thing, the amount of duty it hae to
do on every platform, fs something won-
derful, If the speaker is certain of any-
thing—bhe feels ocertain, It he doubts—
he feels doubtful, 1f he is glad—=he feels

such, are feelings.

| might add o long list of just such
hackneyed words,=—and sometimes whole
pbrases do like duty, and probably nine
out of every ten who transgress and lny
thomselves open to remark, are gnite un-
conscious of it, 3

tiow must our teachers, and Professors,
and  Elucationists wince, ocoasionally
oocupying the positions of listeners, when
they bave to witness the failures, and
shortcomiogs ond blunderings of sowe
who but lately ewerged from their tuition.

Then there are those “unscholarly pro-
nunciations of words, which are almost
sure deteotives of the wbsence of a thor-
ough and classioal educativn. The word
philistine with the wccent on the last
eyllable, instend of on the second. The
acoent un-the second syllute jnstead of on
the firet, in the word interested, Philip-
pians pronounced with an accent on the
last; instond of the second aylluble, or we
il it were spolled Phillipeans.

Acoeptable, proovunced with an accent
on the second eylluble, instead of the tiret,

Thoere is a olase of wurds such us ** eons
temp'ate, cowpensate, contiscute, consums
wate, demonstrate, expurgate, extirpate,”
the proper syllable furaceentuntion of which
is on the second not the first,~and w0 the
Eoglish orthoepists have long since by
cowwmon consent ruled with little variativn,
But sowe objector way possibly eay, *¢ Arve
none but those who me wequainted with
the varieties and refinements of the Eoglish
langunge to oecupy our pulpits ¥ 1 have
nut suid thas,  Qoenslooally persons of
groat natural wptitude for religious teaching,
deoply read ln English seriptures, possoss
sing even w_very limited education, yes
giving evidence of cureful wental training,
wod severe thought, way ve heard with
both pleasure wud profiv, . But ifsuch had

und tenchers and profussors are ndapted to
couler the satislaction and gratiiowsion of
listening to their efforts would be much
groater. -A fow origiual idens, briefly and
modestly put, even ina howmely garb, iu the
estimation of competent judges, are worth
much wore than & plethora of words and
repetitions where the proposition of grain
$0 the chall is nlmost intiniesimal,

It seomn 0 we, that.while I am in'the

some of our more promivent wnd pretens
tious speakors that it is & mistake, to pro-
nounce the word ** duty,” as 46 it were
dooty==thut the word ** news,’’ should be
earelully distinguished by every publie
speaker from noose. And so, il the word
‘“ dew " to hear it pronounced as it spelled
do, betokens an absence un the part of any
publio speiker of the inishiogs of scholar
ship. The compounds of these siples, are
wany and all in the same eategory,

Fow mon bave obtained the celebrity in
the pulpit whioh by common ocunsent, has
been nccorded to Robert Hall, Few oan
reasonnbly hope to attain it  But i
is not lows the duty of all who aepire to
the office of preaching, to train as he did,
<Rigorvously to diecipline the wind, and
pever if it can be rensonably avoided, with-
out thought and proper preparations,
_mount a publie stage or platform to address
“an audience, | '

But 1 have written enough possibly to
prompt some of those who ocoupy our

sonsitive organs of critioal hearers, - - -

glad,  All the emotions of the mind, with

been luvoured with the aids that buoks, .

moed, it would be just us well to remind
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pulpits, to respeot the wenknesses of such
a8 are doomed to listen to discourses upon
whioh there is little evidence of rrepars
ation- having boen bestowed, and delivered
in nmanner, thit would not be tolerated
elsewhere, that in what some poople call
the Sacred Dosk,

M ASSILLON,

| —

For the Christian Messenger,

RELIGION IN SlAM,

No, v.

‘It would have been no ohild's play under
Any circumstances, to moet intellocts like
those of Moung Shwagnong, and Moung
Long, naturally keen and powerful, and
trained by long practice to the adroitest
use of dinlectios. But for a foreiguer to
meet thewm in their mother ton ue, on

questions 8o difficult and elusive in their

‘DAture in such a manner as to silence and

convince them, argues a combination of
taleuts and wequirements, of whioh the

world bas furnished few ezamples "= Mrs,
Conant'’s life of Judson,

She hud; in u provious portion of the
work, gi¥ea & briel'and succinot description
of the leading ideas of Buddhism, lst.
The eternnl existenee of matter and of finite
spirit.  20d. Fate, the supreme ruler of
the universo. ~ 8: The etornal transmigra-
tion of pouls, dth, The developement of
Buddba: 5thy Annihilation, the supremo
goud, Buddbhisw in Burmab, and Bud-
dhism in Siam is the same thing., And it
is only those who liave perhaps mastered
n few of the more commonplace diffoulties
that presont themselves in acquiring tho
use ol w foreign language, that can ap-
preciate the truth and foroe of that portion
of the extract above, which I - have caused
to be printed io iwlics, Before any suc-
vers can be well hoped for, by the Mis
sionary who would convert a Siamese
Buddbist to Christianity, there must be not
only & thorough and perfeot mastery of the
lnnguage of the country in all its inflect-
ivus und idiows, ite forms of speech, and
their modificncions—but the system of
Buddhiem itself, the sacred literature, as
well us the language of the country must
be thoroughly understood,

Otlerwise how can it be expected that a
Miwsionary oan cope with priests, and
learned men, whose lives have been devoted
to the acquisition of the abstractions with
which the aystem abounds ?

It was this that cost Judson such long
yoars of toil and devotion in order to
ploneer Christianity ioto Burmab and by
the light of his experience, it way be
pretty clearly foreshadowed, what awaits
the missionary to the Siamese. True there
are advantages in reference to translations
and the aoquisition of languages, as well
88 io the civil polity whioh prevails, existe
ing in Siaw, thav were absent 10 Burmab,
bat Buddhism and idolatory ure the same
la one country us in the other, and now,
s over,

My lubrations in connection with Siam,
its religion, and its suitablenoss as a
foreign field, upon which the offorts of
our Jenowination may be wisely expended,
are ubout to draw to a olose for the present,
It is due to she Rev. Mr., McKensie, and
the rather in view of the authority he bes
vouched for his announcewent at the Aoa-
demy of Musie. I say it is due to him, to*
Observe that nothing that he said, could by
any possibility have decided the Board in
their previously arranged plans and policy.
It is largely to the representations of the
Rev. Mr, Carpenter made at Windsor in
1873, and proviously io all probability,
that so favorable a view of Siam as a
Mission location, was ever ontertained.

The Board 8o far as in their power, as |
for one understood previous to the Con.
vention of 1873, had determined upon Siam
and the Siawese, or the Karens and Karen-
oes, in Siam as the couutry, and. people
where, and among whom, they proposed
to send their Missionaries, They required
the sanction of the Convention of course,
and after Mr. Carpenter had nddressed the
body, it was perhups no great wouder t! at
such sanction should bave been given vy
aoclamation,

But the Board was not then aware,
a8 alroady remarked, that the Karenees and
the Laos and other tribes were under other
tutolage and superintendance at the very
time when Mr. Carpenter, unaware of it,
wo presume also, but who should have
been nware of it was urging us to send our
Missionaries to them, Ead theso Ilncts been
known then, as now, our Mission mighs
possibly bave taken a different phase, to
that which it bhas assumed,

Av remarked in one of .the official dcoa-
ments bofore the publio, Mids Norris, now
Mre. Armstrong, labours, up 40 latest ace
counts, have been, as I gather, given gras-

uitously, to the Awerioan B. M. Union—"




