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CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

Educational Record.

Bryce's First Latin Book, & Bryce's
First Greek Book have for some time
been the authorized books for classes
beginnicg the study of ,ngtin aﬂp.d
Greek. They have many good gnali.
ties. A great amount of informatiow
is contained within a small compass :
though much of it is packed into brief
expressions. in notes, and will not im-

particular explanations and illustra
tions'are given by the teacher. Bat
they lack some sections, that should
not be omitted from such elementary
works. There is not a line, so far as
we can discover, concerning the
sounds of the letters, the rules of syl-
labication, or the determination of the
syllable on which the stress is to be
laid. Prcbably it was expected that
the teacher would be an authority for
all this. But the expectation is un-
reasonable, at least in regard to the
schools of this country. For the most
part, our teachers are not so well es-
tablished iz correct pronuunciation of
Latin and Greek, on any of the sys-
tems, that they can be Jeft without any
guide. DBesides, they are trained on
different systéms, and, in the conse-
quent. confusion, the pupil naturally
concludes that it makes little difterence
how he pronounces, if he can only
manage to translate the portion as-
signed him. ‘

This style of work caonot be favor-
able to that thorovgh and exact schol-
arship, whicl is claimed as one of the
godd resulis of the study of the ancient
classics.  If higher text-books were so
used in the schools as to make up for
the deficier ey that has been unoticed,
the case would not be so bad. ' Bat
the evidence on this- point is by no
means encouraging. If the authorized
books for beginners in Latin -and
Greek are to be continued in use, the
Council of Public luostruction should
take measurés to have a number “of
sheets, prepared, of six or eight pages

into the books, in which the principles
and details of .the Eoglish meth:d of
pronouncing these languages should be

placcd in évery copy of these books in-
tended for sale.

[o the October number of
the Bibliotheeca Suacra, Professor
Wells, of Woodstock, has an able dige
cussion of Law and some related ideas.
Accepting the doctrine of the scientist
that uniformity is the expression of
Law, the writer calls attention -to the
fact that absolute# uniformity is un-
known io nature, and questious wheth-
er it is right to say that law is shown
to be universil by induction, when the
inductior omits all notice of the dis-
similarities. The advocates of the su-
premacy of Law are constantly obliged
to refer to some ** unknown cause” to
account for particular characteristics
of the individual. Amidst the fixed
lawg.gof human life, the will of man
finds room 10 work as a distinet force
It surcly is couceivable, then, that a
power, bLizber than the buman will,

ation of the fixed law, but also, in the
countless modifications that are ever

{ party ‘is entangled in corresponding

occurring, and may produce these for
special purposes.. -ilence, while as- |
seuting to all that is properly claimed |
for the reign of Law, we find sufficient |
room for a belief in a dizine provi-
dence, and io the effi;acy of prayer.
The poiot is well taken, aud the
article deserves study.
A. writer in the Baptist
Quarterly presents the reasons for the
opinion that the Homerie Poems, as we
now have them, are a late compilation,
perbaps about 450 B. C., and that these
Poems - were originally solar legends.
When Odysseus is made to mean the
setting God, aud the name of his faith-
ful spouse denotes the mantle-weaver
‘who hangs the evening sky each night!
with firecy clouds, to be dispelled be-
fore the mworuing, and when the ad.
jective, describing the home of the
hero, is explained 83 meaning the
evening islaud, it is all quite charm-
ing. DBut when Ulysses boring out the
single eye of the giant, is described as
representing a sun-set, we feel, that if
such interpretations must be accepted-
a8 philosophical criticism, we ought to

style of preaching common with some.
of- ** the fathers,” who could read the
most important spiritual truths 1n the
koives, spoons and snuffers of the an-
cient Tabernacle. .

~——=—The London Quarterly re-
views the situation of the education
question after three years under the
new school-law, and finds many thiogs

that. are not satisfactory, It affirms,

in the first place, that the increase of
attendance, as compared with the rate
of advancement for, several years un-
der the previous system, does not
induce a favorable opinion of the vir-
tue of compulsion in edacation—in the
sceond - place, that the expense .of the
new system for the same work prom-
ises to be greater than the old—and,
in the third place, that the prominent

advocates of the new law seem deter- .

mined to use it as an effigine of des-
truction against the Church schools,
which already have the ground, and
in whica large sums of money have
been invested. The reviewer states
his case with much ~plausibility and
force ; but probably other parties will
see another side of the question.

We confess that we have not com-
plete sympathy with any of the three
parties that have been developed by
the recent changes in the educational
policy ‘in Eogland. . The extreme
Cburch party, while proclaiming in-
vincible faith in the benefits -of eccles-
iastical anthority to keep and guide
the peorl in religious matters, object
to the new school-law that it rests on.

.the theory of pate/nal government, a

theory that has never, as they say,
trund much favor with Koglishmen.
The same party, whi'e defending the
support of the church by funds takep
from the natignal treasury, earnestly
advocates the voluntary system in the
support of the schools The opposite

contradictions, They are ready to use
all practicable means to. break up the
existing connection between Cuurch
and State ; but if the views of promin-
ent leaders of the party shculd pre-
vail, a system of ,éducation will be es-
tablished, that at the best will be
called non-religious, but which will
practically be irreligious and -atheistic.
Multitudes try to find some place to
stand between these extremes, bat,

unfortunately they are not able to give

any clear enunciation of prineiples that
should guide them. Between parties

‘thus related, the discussion will con-

tinue for a long time,and various experi-
ments will probably be tried; but

_whatever plans may be adopted, it is

hardly to be expected that they -will
serve as models for communitics,
which are carrying on their work in
quite different conditious.

Home Missions.

OUR HOME MISSIONS.

Dear Editor,—

Ouar General Agent, Rev. 1. Wal-
lace, after a four months’ tour in the
Eastern part of the province, arrived
at home on Christwas Eve. The re-®
port of his. work was very satisfactory
to the Board. We think he has been
abundautly suceessful in his mission.
He will leave next Monday to wisit
Barrington, Shelburne, Clyde, Jordan
River, Middlefield, Greeufield, Chelsea
aud other places in Shelburne and
Queen’s Counties. He will probably
visit-Halifax-again, and - then proceed
to Camberland County. We hope the
bretbren in all these places will be pre-
pared for his coming. :

Oump Board haviog learned with
pleasure that brother John R. Ruhland,
of Halifax, has been visitinrg Ham
monds-Plains and vicinity, and trying
to teach the destitute the way of life,
unanimously requested Bro. Rubland
to contivue his. Jabors in that fi.1d.
His suggestions will be considered by
the Board, and any assistince given
that may be thought pecessary. :

A grant of $25 was made to the

| little Church at-St. Auns, Cape Breton,

to help them retain-the labors of their
pastor for a part of the time for the
next six mooths,

The Board expect to have at their
disposal in April vext, quite a large
number of men of respectable ability
and attaipments. In the mean time,
we shall. do our utmo-t to fill vacancies
as rapidly as possible with the best
material we can command.

COLLECTIONS BY OUR GENERAL AGENT.

Brother Wallace was instructed to
explore the field, report the destitu-
ton to the Board, and cffer sugges-
tions as to the best way of meeting
the wants of the fidlds. He was re-
quested to collect all the money he
could without interfering with his
other work. He reports that, although
he made no strenuous efforts to collect
funds, no less a sum than $604.57
was handed to him freely and cheer-
fully. He further states that he was
everywhere received most cordially by
pastors and people. The following is
@ list of his collections ;—
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HOME MISSIONARY MEETINGS IN
YARMOUTH.

As Bro. Wallace was to be with us

a few days, it was thought best to hold
at this time our Annual Home Mis-
sionary Meetings. The first was held
in the Temple Church, on Monday
evening. Aiteraddresses by Brethren
Wallace, Gallaber, Day, Williams, and
the pastor, collections were taken and
a subscription list opened. The amount
reported was $209. After the meeting
the brethren agreed to raise the amount
to $500. Subsequently they have con-
cluded to make it $400. Oa Tuesday
evening a very excellent meeting was
held with the chureh at Arcadia, and
the amount subscribed was $50. On
Wedoesday evening a most intensely
interesting meeting was held in the
First - Yarmouth Charch. After ad-
dresses bad been maide by Brethieo
Wallace, Warren, Gallaher, Williams,
the pastor, and several lay brethren,
we stated to the andience that $10.000
must be raised this year in Nova Sco-
tia for Homwme Missions, and that we
must do our share. .The collections
and rubscriptions of the meeting
showed noles a sum than $465.03.
We iutend to run it up to $600. Thus
be-ide all our other donations we this
year double our contributions to Home
Missions. Hence it will appear that
the old mother church has still the dew
of her youth upon her. We are thank-
ful, not to say proud, to report this
concerning her liberality. The Chair
man of our Board, although an exceed-
ingly modest maa, will perhaps excuse

s for.saying that his subscriptions was

$250. On Thursday «vening, the
meeting was beld with the Chebogue
Church, After an interesting service
the sum of $50 was pledged. This
evening after the installation of Bro.
Gallaher as pastor of the Milton
Church, the meeting will be held with
that people. The result of this meet-
ing we will report at another time.
** One word more,” as Dr. Dobbs says.
Baptist Churches in Yarmouth are
supposed to be very wealthy, and* that
they give largely because they are able.
This is not altogether eorrect. The
brethren. bhere give liberally because
they have learned how to give. And
we know that rome member: of the
First Church and of the Temple
Chureh during the past year have given
till they have felt it.- They have found
it necessary to curtail other expenses
80 as 'o give to the cause of God. If
the rich churches in Ha‘ifax, in the
Arnn: polis Valley, and in Cumterland
will give in proportion, we shall easil

raise $20,000 instead of $10,000 this

year for Home Missions., We wish

christians would realize that religion
means something more than folding
the bands and shouting Hallelujah. It
means benevolence. It means work.
Give, brethren, if you would be uset
ful. Give, if you would be happy.
Give largely. Give freely. ** The
Lord loveth a cheerful giver.”

G.E. Day,

3 Cor. Sec’'y of Union.

Yarmouth, Jan. 2, 1874.
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What is resigoation ? It is putting
God between one’s self and one's
grief. — Madam Swetchine,

L

For the Christian Messenger.

THE SALVATION OF
| INFANTS.

Dear Editor,—

I am pleased and, edified with 'the
letters of ¢ Senex,” ‘and usually find vo
difficulty ‘in accepting what he writes,
especially when backed up by a % Thus
saith the lLord.” But in his last—
Dec. 24th—1I potize the following state-
ments, * No one perishes unless he
has made Adam’s sin his own by per-
sonal transgression,” ** Infants know
no guilt,” * Infants therefore do not
perish,” ** The Bible nowhere tells us
that infants will be among lost souls in
another world.”

May I be allowed, through you, to
ask Senex a question or two, that I
may have all the light he is so capable
of imparting. % Rt

Lu the first place, Does the Bible any-
where tell us that all infants will be
among saverd souls in another world ?
Is it certain ti..! in the eyes of Him in
whose sight the heavens are not clean,
infants know no sin ?/ Ifso, why is it
that in 7his world they suffer, and, as
respects existence here, perish 2 ** Must
we not ascribe all misery to sin ?”

Senex tells us that “ Adam would
not have died if he had not sioned.”
How is it then that infants die ? And
if they die paturally and spiritually be.
cause of sin, is it certain that none of
themh may eterpally? Where is the
proof that the deathgjn its full result,
falls only on those who have, in oar
estimation, *‘ become accessory to the
disobedience by personal sin ?

Senex declares that *“the life is
secured to those who become partakers
of the obedience by making it the fore-
rupuer of their hope towards God.”
That *¢ the ‘restoration which divine
love deviced aud carried into effeet,
through the atonement of the Son and
the sunctitying grace of the Spirit,|in-
volved not only pardon, but grace and
joy, and strength, and comfort f:nd
liberty—even all spiritual bless:
Do iufants who * are insuscepti
moral impressions experience ” allthis?
And are there to be some in heaveg who
canaot join in the song, “oto [Him
that, loved us and washed us frop our
sins in His own blood ™" ?

[ do not wish to be impertinent.
But I do wish to know the truib, and
to"affirm nothiog that I do not know.

Eumv.

Dec. 29, 1873.
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For the Christian Megenger.

WORSJUP FOR THE SABBATH
SCHOOL.

On Sabbath evening last, the Gran-
ville Street Sabbath School sssembled
in the church and spent aphour and .
three quarters in exercises pf a most
pleasing and impiessive character.
The siudies of the past Quafter baviog
reference to the latter porfion of cur
Lord's life; were reviewed, the pujils
showing themselves quite familiar with
the subject matter. Mr. E. D. Kiog,
the superintendent, condueted thisex-
ercise in a very happy way. Alter
this, each class was called upon tc re-
peat sow.e portion of Scripture, having
reference to Lélae birth of Christ. Tven
lirttle boys and girls were distbetly
heard all over the house. It was hea-
venly to listen to the word of Gid re-
cited in the clear tones of their sweet
voices. Prayer, praise, announeig the
Word of Gud and exbortation mue up
the services, which pleased both «ld and
young. F A
THE BAPTISM OF TWO MEMB.R§ OF

THE SCHOOL

was an interestiog part of the wening's
devotions. After the exercisesiad been
commenced by singing, the &count of
John's baptiziog, the bapti-m t Chirist,
and of the Ethopizn Eunuch, together

‘with other passages of Scriptre, refer-

ing to the same subject wek read by
the school” in concert, tle Super-
intendent reading every alternate
verse alone—prayer was ffered by
the pastor of the Church, This was
followed by an address @ baptism.
The remarks were made epeciallyfor
the children. They werc told that
Jesus required them to reent of their
sins, believe on Him an Jove Him.
Then they were qualifid to follow
Him in the example le had given
them in baptism- Chriq“l going down
into the Jordan, being lad beneath the
flowiog stream, and condng up out of
the water and the descen/of the Spirit
in the form of a dove $hich alighted
upon Christ , was sketchd for the capa-
city of the youngest,andby this means
madeé all the more intdesting to the
congregation present. It was also

f

S

stated that the privileges of the child-

| ren new were greater than were the

priviieges even of the apostles when
they wéffe children. In the' days
of their youth, they did nof hear of

Christ. He bad not then been bap-

tized;  Then. followed the baptism.
Each immersion ‘'was accompanied with
¢inging, in- which the whole school
Joined heartily. The two members
of the. school who were baptized,
after the change of apparel, joined their
class, and participated-in the exercises
of the evening. The third one had
been a member of the school, and was
there led to Jesus:

A BIT OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE
UNION BOARD.

Many years ago, a sainted mission-
ary, the late Rev. Ebenezer Stronach of
Aylesford, was at St. Margaret's Bay,
at work for his Master. He spoke to a
little girl about twelve years old ; and
arrested her attention by the Word of
God He led that little gir! to Christ ;
and baptised her. The work extended
and more of the children of that family
gave their hearts to God. Two of
those baptized on Sabbath evening in
Graoville Street church, are daughters
of those brought to Christ yéars ago by
this aged missionary now gone to his
rest. (Goon with your Home Missions,
brethren. The fruits will be seen after
many days. May the Lord pour out
His Spirit upon all Sabbath Schools.

The house was well filled and the
Sabbath School is in a prosperous state.
Mr. C. L. Weeks, the Sabbath School
organist, with members of the choir,
rendered good service in conducting
the singing exercises.

There should be arrangements maae
for worship ip which children-could be
interested. The ordinary preaching of
the go=pel.is beyond tneir comprehen-
sion and is liable to become iiksome to
them, but an evening spent in recit-
Ing scripture, singing, exhortation and
prayer they can enjoy —Com.

The Christian Bessenger,

HALIFAX, N. 8., JANUARY 7, 1874.-

1874.
O fair as 1ope was the New Year’s morn,

'l‘hm1 broke through the night, ¢’er a worid for-
orn! ‘

The glad bells toll'd for the Old Year gone,... ..

And rang for.the New, a mercy sweet snng.

—-From the Aldine, Jatuary, 1874,
With this number we entér on an-
other period of life. - The old year has
passed away and with it another vol-
ume of history has been written.
What & to be our experience in the
year 1874, we have no means of ascer-
taining. Welive by moments, and yet
we combine them, for convenience of
reference, into days, weeks, months and

years. We may have failed in the -

past to realize all that we desired or
perhaps expected, and wiih the experi-

cence obtained have learned ~omething of

the value of trust in the God of Provi-
dence and grace. To many the past year
has tanght a serious le-son on the folly
of trusting in man, and indecd in all
that he holds as having in it anything
more than earthly good.

In anticipation of the year to come we
have much to. encourage Hope, and may
anticipate that .each week wil "bring
forth Llessings beyond anytling which
has been supplied in the past.

Every year that has gone las been
but a preparation for the fuither devel-
opmemts of the holy and benevolent
designs of God towards his prople ; we
may fecl assured.if we read corvectly the
signs of the times,that there is yer good
ground . for believing that God intends
to Uestow upon us even more largely
from his Lounty. If we have been wise
we have learned, by what we have
seen -during the past few years, that
earth is incapable ot supply ng all
our wants, and that we. must look
higher and seek nothing less than
the heavenly riches and divine wisdom
in working tor the Master, Why should
winot expect the highest good ?

Systems of error Lave becn shaking
and now are ready (o fall. The Serip-
tures were never so much searched as
at the present day, and with a know-
ledge of the truths of God’s Word may
we not lock for an increased apount of
Christian activity and a higher type of

Christian life.  The proofs of what -

Christianity can do for the world will
more and more appear. The gospel

‘has not_yet spent all its power, and

with a “Week of Prayer” at the
opening of the year may we not look
for a more general outpouring of the
Holy Spirit and a more extensive re-
vival of genuine religion in the. world
that has been hitherto seen.
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