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"Correspondence. 
Pom——— 

For the Christian Messenger, 

PROVINCIAL HOME MIS- 
ys PTONARY UNJFON, 

Mr. EDITORy== 

To such a union a third objection may be 

urged to the effect that by committing 

Home Missions to the management and 

oontrol of the Convention, or any body of 

that kind, the Associations would deprive 

\homeelves of power ; that as by the wr 

rangement contemplated the Aseoointions 

would have no Home Mission business to 

irapsact, they would lose influence and in- 

wreet, and gradually full into disuse, This 

objection has great weight in the minds cf 

me brethren, and on that account, as well 

a from ite own nature, deserves serious 

consideration, For if of necessity the Ase 

soolations would be denuded of power, and 

would have no control in any form over the 

great and. important intrest of Howe Mis- 

sions, which they have originated, and 

hitherto tiRintained and “carried ou “with 

_ much success, we might well. pause before 

wo hand over such a great and endeared 

work to another body. To the Associations 

belongs the honor of doing the pioneer 

work in Home Missions, preparing the 

ground and cultivating “the field, though 

very imperfectly yet with many proofs of 

divine favor and approval. And it rcems 

proper that our churches and Associations 

ought to have very reasonable grounds to 

expeot that in handing over Home Missions 

to the Convention, they themselves shall 

not be compelled to ocoupy an essentially 
inferior position, one less influential and 

useful in relation to the cause, and that 

the cause itself alro shall be much advanced 

by the charge propceed. I cherish great 
regard for that combination of churches 

. which we are accustomed to call Associa. 

tions i and though they are not perfeot, 

and have not always been conducted wisely 

and to our epiritual growth and power as a 

denomination, yet have these Associations 

on the whole been a means of great good 
to us as & people. I could not therefore 

regard with favor any measure that would 

really deprive them of power over any of 
our great denominational interests, particus 

“ larly Home Missicns. But with the view 
= “1 entertain as to the guards such a union 

as that contemplated should be made to 
have, committing the management of Home 

Missions to a Board appointed by the Con: 

vention, would by no mcané dénude the 
Associations of power and influence in 
these Missions. Now, *what would the 
Convention be but in cffect a larger Asso- 

cintion with a different name? Though 
the Associations would have no power as 
such to make appointments and enact Howe 
Mission business, yet the churches of the 

entire denomination in the three provinces 
would control the whole matter, and could 

‘make the organisation and the work what 
they wish, 

Each church would have the power and 
right-to send delegates to the Convention, 
and each of the six Associations in the 
provinces would have also the power and 
right to send, say five or more delegates. 
These delegates would form the controlling 
power, and would annually appoint the 
Home Mission Board, would receive and 

pase upon the annual report of that Board, 
either with approval and commendation, or 
without either, as uw majority of those dele: 
gates shall determine or think best, Thus 
each church and each Association would 
have directly or indirectly w part in con. 
trolling the entire Howe “Mission work In 
three Provinces ; cach would have a close 

and vital connection with all our Home 
Missions—Krench ard English—-not only 
08 to support, but as to management and 
sucoess. If this viow is correct (and I be. 
lieve it is) the matter of Home Missions 
could and should have the same interest for 
the Associations that they have under the 
present arrangement ; indeed the interest 
should, and we believe would, increase, — 
Education and Foreign Missions command 
and receive grave, earnest, and increasing 
Attention at our Associations; though they 
are under the control of the Convention, 
and are placed by that body under Boards 
of management, These great subjects are 
brought up every year before our Associa 
tions, and by them are fostered, kept alive 
and vigorous, thaugh the firal disposal of 

the business connected with these great 
interests hae with common consent been 
entrasted to the Convention, But po As 
“ciation is without power in respect to 
either of these great branches of our deno- 
Minational work. The vote of any Asso 
ciation on any point of management or 
Policy would tell with great force on either 

a Ache. SAS. LM SE ee a = 

a similar manner, and with no less force 
will the vote of any of our Asscelntions on 
Home Mission matters tell on the manage- 
ment or poliey of the Convention, or ite 
Hlome Mission Board, 
The Convention would have a larger in- 

terest and work to manage, and would oun. 
quently assume a greater responsibility 

Pind those who are particularly interested 
with the Home Mission business would 
have to feel the necessity and importance of 
conducting mntters honestly, wisely and 
truly ; or be called to novount and bear the 
consequences, But some, seeing, or im. 
agining that thoy sce a sort of cliguism 
operating in regard to education—favurs, 
influence and position bestowed, or with. 
held, it may be, from mere oaprice, or 
perhaps something worse, may ask me: 
vw Do you not-think Bro: A, there is seris 
ous danger that committing Home Missions 
to the Convention, and particularly to a 
Board, which necessarily will be composed 
of a comparatively small number of breth 
ren, the power thus centralized may come 
ty he. nead wish favoritism - to some, and 

others?’ Yes, 1 do; but it seems to me 

quite possible to guard against this by se- 
curing a proper representation at the Board 
from each Associntion, and by frequent 

correspondence with the members where 
all cannot be present at ite meetings: and 
besides by faithful and earnest remon- 
strance, if required, from brethren who 
see, or imagine they see, evil coming in, or 
existing among us, in respect to°the matter 
referred to. And then itshould be remew- 
bered that at every annual meeting of the 
Convention the doings of the Board must 
be reported, and that they are open to 
criticism before the whole body, and thatex- 
posure ol wrung can then be made, if neces 

sary, and its removal effected, and perhaps 

the recurrence of wrong prevented, How. 
ever, should the means employed to secure 
a remedy fur any existing evil-fail, any 
party or parties aggrieved could earnestly 
and faithfully protest sgninst the wrong ; 

the ultimate rewedy in such cases, practi 
cally and powerfully assert their indepen: 
dence by withdrawal, Baptist churches 
know well how to assert their independence, 
and Baptist Assuelations understand in like 

{ manner their own independence ; and Bap- 
tist ministers, having had such examples, 
possess, or ought to possess, morally hack. 
bone aud stamina enough in them to act 
with a proper, manly iudependence, such 
as becomes the ministere of Christ who are 
under special accountability to Him for 
what they say, for what they do, and for 
what they suffer to be dome, 1 would not 
advise that such things be done unless a 
remedy cannot otherwise be obtained. A 
proper furbearance should be practised , 
but I am showing how apprehended evils 
could be reached and reached effectually, 
as 1 believe. Boards, whether of Educa- 
tion or of Missions, Howe or Foreign, will 
ocvme to understand and feel that they are 
put in their places by the denomination ol 
the three provinces, nnd are, in reality, not 
its wasters but servants, esteemed and hon. 

ored kighly Indeed, yet hold nccountable as 
to the way in which they discharge the trust 
committed to them ; and could therefore at 
any time be dismissed by the voice of the 
denomination,® 

We say this much in respeot to checks 
and guards, should necessity require their 
use. But we hope better things though 
we thus speak, Home Missionary union 
among the Baptists in these provinces is, in 
wy opinion, quite practicable, and muy be 
rendered highly profitable, if properly con. 
summated, and faithfully worked. Prince 
Fdward Island has, 1 believe, resolved to 

come into the Union ; and if New Bruns. 
wick should decide to do it also, we should no 
longer have a Nova Scotia Home Missionary 
Union, but what would be much better, a 
Home Missionary Union for Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick-and P, E Island—un or 
ganisation by which the three provinces 
could perform a work that isolated they 
cannot do. 
And now, dear brethren, the decision lies 

with you ; it is for you to determing as it 
seems best in your judgment. I have no 
persons interest to serve in the matter ; all 
[ wish is to advance the cause of Christ in 

common with the Baptist denomination in 
the Maritime Provinces. - Whatever appre 
henslons may exist as to whether matters will 
be wisely and well managed, may be beld 

in abeyance ; for while the whole Baptist 

denomination in Nova Scotia, New Bruns 

wick and P, E, Island holds, through the 

enterprize of [lome Missions I do not think: 

we need entertain very serious fears that 

1 

with a sort of proscription in respéot to | 

and if still unsuccessful, they could resort to 

Convention, control of the great and vital | 

and well managed, .and great good be ae 
complished in tome Evangelization, But 
inorder to effvot the greatest amount of 
good the union must be earnest and cordial, 
and brought about, not by adroit manouv. 
rings and a sort of plous intrigue, but 

fairly, Lonestly and in a brotherly and 
christinnlike manner, Thus will God be 
honored in the beginning, progress and 
contummation ; the Gospel of Christ be 
wore widely promulgated in our provinces, 
and wo ourselves become hy the effirta re 
quired more closely united ; and our spirit. 
ual strength and power as a denomination 

bo greatly increased and consolidated, May 
wo all have grace to not wisely and prompt. 
ly for the furtherance of the Guspel, to the 
utmost, in these our beloved Provinces, and 

for our own spritunl good, and the glory of 
God-and-Christ-inall things: 

[ am, dear brother, yours, in hope of 
otornal fffe, through the mercy of God in 
Christ, 

GEORUR ARMETRONG, 

Pe “« -ae 

~~~ For the Christian Messenger, . 

HOME MISSIONS. 

S. SkrLoeN, Evq., Presipent or tux N. S. 
barriar Hong Missionary Sucikry. 

Siry=About leaving Hlifax to preside 
at the Spring Circuit of the Supreme Court 
for the Shore Distriot, end the llome Mise 

tionary Society, iteell, being about-to be 
superseded de jure aw it has been for the 
Inst twolvemonth de facto, in consequence 
of the action of the several Associntions at 
their last meetings, | prepared, we you are 
aware, a formal ** act ol resigoation,’’ as 

Treasurer, which, with my annual account 
and the debenture Bonds 1 held, 1 then 

placed in your possession, 1 thought 
this the proper courte, in order that the 
new organization, the Missionary Union, 
might not in any. ‘way be obstructed or 
Joie in‘theit plans and projects, sv 
ar as the old Society was concerned, 
Having differed in opinion with others, 

a8 to the best modus operandi, for success 
fully earrying on this most desirable enter 
prize~~the evangelsation of the destitute 
within our own Province—the moment the 
majority decided the question, I felt it was 
my duty to submit nod withdraw, and I 
have done so, 

apprehend; that ove who had so long and 
s0 assiduously helped to cultivate this fleld, 
could suddenly cease to take an interest in 
its future successful cultivation, 

Therefore it is, that 1 have read with at- 
tention all that the Howe Missionary Union 
has thought wise or necessary to publish, in 
reference to their proceedings since they 
have entered upon their work, covering a 
period now, of about twelvemonthe, Be. 
yond the announcements of prospective 
operations, and the appointments made, 
there seems to me but little information to 
be gathered from all that bas as yet been 
published by the Home Missionary Union. 
The Board probably has reasons for this, 
and will supplement all; at the meeting to 
come off at Parrsboro, at the Eastern As 
sociation on the 11th July. 

which I was an officer, to publish ocension. 
nly, as all are aware, minutes of the pro- 

ceedings of ite Board in the Christian Mes. 

l'veusurer, &o., &o., together with other 

information supposed to be interesting to 
the denowmivation, Summing up and re. 
eapitulating usually, in their Annual Re- 
port 80 as to furnish a pretty full nccount 
of transactions for the previous year, The 
Missionary Union will doubtless be pre. 
pared, in giving an account of their steward. 
ship, to lay before the denomination, 

detailed statement of all monies received, 
and paid, and of all Habilities incurred by 
thew, at the annual meeting about to come 
off, This may, | assuwe, be taken for 

granted, 
But what more immediately prompts me 

to address the denomination through you 
just now is this,—Tho spirit and desire ol 
change that prompted the unsettling of 
Home Missionary organisations in Nova 
Scotia, as exhibited in the demolition of 
the Baptist Home Missionary Society, and 
the erection upon ite ruins of the Home 
Missionary Union, seem as rampant now 
as over, Belore the first annual repore of 
the Union could be prepared, or subwitts 
ed, or published, leading advocates of 
the late change, persons who were active 
in promoting the Home Missionary Union, 
as (he measure required by the denomi- 
pation instead of the then existing So- 
oletis for some reason or other, ap- 
poar to be already dissatisfied with their 
pew organization, nnd are agitating for still 

It could scarcely bo expeoted however, I 

It was, the pradtice .of the Society of 

senger-—with receipts of money by its 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
BE —— 

Aot of Parliament, bringing the Missionary 

the denomination are given to understand 
that the scheme provided by it, is either 
unfitted for the purpose for which it wae 
#0 recently created, or may be improved 
by enlarging the scope of operations, 
Nova Scotia for some reason or other, io 

the opinion of some of the advocates ol the 
Union, is not a field lurge enough for the 
sucoossful displuy of the ngencies and talents 
at command and which it in supposed, may 
be brought into action. Those who thought 
the Eastern and Central Associations, a 
“ Utien," too '* pent up * tor the sucocss 
that might be commanded, il the whole 
Province were one fleld and they the hus. 
bandme#® seem to have suddenly pod res 
cently discovered, that even Nova Secotin is 
too swall,-and the Provinces of P, E. Island 
and New Brunswick could bo successfully 
united and managed by them and their 
colleagues as a Home Mission field, 

Before, as I remarked, the Board of the 

Union have been permitted to submit their 
first Annual Report, it does seem to me 

exist and crop out in reference to its object, 

its operation, or ite administration, 
The Held is ae large as it was when the 

old Booieties were voted down. All the 
rearons [ have seen put forward for the 
proposed reconstruction; existed then, aa 
now, What new light has been afforded, 
that ought to weigh with men of judgment 
#0 soon and so suddenly, to change their 
base ? 

Is it, in order that the Home Mission 

Jurisdiotion may be co.cxtensive with the 
jurisdiction of the Convention? If that be 
desirable, would it not have been much 
better to have deferred action a little and 
ascertained the views of the denvmination 
on that subject before any change was 
made ? : 

S
e
d
 

the Convention has quite as much business 
to transact now, as it can well attend to. 
That the fostering, regulating, and con 
trolling, of a Burman, a Karen, a Pwo 
Karen, and a Siam Mission, separately or 
conjunctively and the tinding of the neces. 
sary revenues to meet the requirements 
of the Missionaries already on its hande 
-~not to speak of the proposed addition 
to their number, is about as much ress 
ponsibility, ne the Convention should ae. 
sume outside ite Collegiate, and Eduea- 
tional lunotions—and will be found to be 
Jo, before many years pass away. But 
then the suggestion hus alieady taken form 
I perceive, that the Home Missionary 
Unign hes in contemplation to endow a 
“ Theological . Professorship” in Acadia 
College, and so become a band. maid to that 
institution, Well! I suppose we should 
all be delighted to see that, un fait accom. 
pli-<but would 1t not be wiser to wait a little 
and see how much surplus revenue the 
Union will bave on hand, after paying all 
their missionaries—adding in the amounts 

for which they will be liable to missionaries 
on the field, up to the 11th July—the date 
of their first anniversary ?- 

Much, certainly, ought to depend upon 
that, For if it be found that alter paying 
all domands up to that date, there is on 
hand a large surplus—much more than will 
probably be required for payment of all for 
which the Union is liable, and more than 
oan be reasonably required tor striotly nis 
sionary purposes, a plausibility would be 
afforded for suoh a project, that at present 
is not known to exist, 
Change is not always improvement, A 

great chunge Las already been effected by 
the calling iuto exirtence of the Union, — 
Would it not be wise to let that ine itution 
work for afew years, on its present basis 
before confoderating with other Provinces ? 
A paid Provincial Agent, is now requir 

ed to travel, (how many will three Provin. 
cos employ), and there is-a rumor abrond, 
that the present Socretary either must be 
pid, or he is not likely to continue his 

services, Nor need that perhaps be matter 
of much surprive, Iow far the denomin. 

be expected to assume other and additional 
ones, is an element, which, I think, ought 
to be taken into serious account in these 
projected schemes, and frequent and repeat 
ed ohanges, 

1 may be quite alone in wy views, but 
sincerely entertaining ther—at best they 
will only pass for what they are worth, 

If the arguments in favour of * Qonfe. 
deration,” apply to the subject of ** Howe 
Missions '' why not include Quebee, On. 

tario, Manitoba and British Columbia in 
the projected enlargement of the sphere ‘of 
notion ? And then let Ottawa be the home 
of the Board, Tv argue on such a basis or 

Fa 

ta 

Unlon into existence; \s aveely dry-befoie | 

[Wtfnge, that dissatisfaotion shonld so-soon- | 

* Some persons, I happen to know, think | 

ation, in addition to present burdens can” 

2183 
of those Boards, and compel attention. In | matters will not, on the whole, be rightly | further changes. “The Ink that printed tho | from such a- standpoint would I apprehend, 

be considered as trifling with Baptist sen-. 
thmenta wm SNe Provineee: * 

Perhaps there are those, who may ques- 
tion the prudence of addressing the denom- 
ination through their organ, and submit. 
ting opinions publicly not in harmony with 
those of the majority of your readers, 
From such I differ, - If remarks or come 
ments bearing. on the interests of the 
denomination, thus put forth, commend 
themselves to the good sense of those who 
peruse them, they will give them just what 
woight they descrve, And may it not be 
just possible, that some who gave their 
assent to a scheme that superinduced an en. / 
tire reconstruction of our Home Mistionary 
efforts, when they find the scheme brought 
into operation, so soon requiring in ite pro- 
moters’ opinions, allerations and modificas 
tions_and reconstruotivne—is it not just 
possible, that they may even now conclude, 

that perAaps it would have been as well, 
not to have disturbed an organisation that 
had not been a failure, and substitutiog 
another, that so soon proves iteell unequal 
to the emergency. Be that as it may, 

[tis not without some hesitancy | pres 
pare this letter for publication, lest it 
should be construed into opposition to the 
Union. But it has ocourréd to me, that if 

others, and those who were lorward in 

procuring the change, are to be heard in 
favor of still more changes, I for one, ought 
to be pardoned if I should caution the 
thinking burden bearing portion of the de- 
nomination, and invite them to pause be- 
fore they lend their influence to sustain the 
counsels of those whose views to say the 
least seem linble to yearly fluctuations, 

Yours truly, 
June 1874, J. McCurvuy, 

mrss a . ees 

For the Christian Messenger, 

I hive been reading in your good paper 
several communications teaching a Union 
of the Maritime Provinces in Home Mis. 
sion work Some of the arguments soem 
plausible, some of them are not worth a 
pinch of snuff; and after having revolved 
the matter for some time, my opinion is, 
that we are by no means ripe for such a 
Union, Had we not better give our pree. 
ent Missionary Union ot Nova Scotia a fair 
trial before perwitting it to spread its wings 
over New Brunswick and P. E. Island ? I 
submit that it 1s a little hasty to strike out 
80 soon—before the new organization has 
been fairly going for a single year, 
It may be that ** other things being equal,” 
the Convention is the real place tur Home 
Missions, but * other things are not equul,’ 

by a good deal, For example the represen. 
tation from the different Provinces in the 
Convention is far from being equal, When 
that body meots in the heart of Now 
Brunswick, where do two thirds of the 
delegates hail from? The contributions 
cowards the different objects of the Conven- 
tion are not by any means equal. These 
two things shew pretty clearly shat the 
interest manifested by the Provinces is not 
at all equal, in the two great ohjects ut 
present under the control of the Convention, 
whether New Brunswick might not pos. 
sibly take a greater interest in Home Mis. 
sions as more nearly related to themselves, 
is a fair question. I aw sorry to say, I 
doubt it. 

I am not an obstructionist, 1 am ready 
to advance when 1 see the way clear, and 
[ do not make these observations from a 
spirit of contention or of opposition, but 
because | believe that the best way to 
promote real denominational unanimity, is 
not to get up a little sentiment oocasivnonl- 
ly, nor to make Bowery speeches at our 
annual gatherings, nor yet to record on the 
Minutes long-winded resolutions, but to 
have a fair square talk all round. There, 
I've spoken right out in meeting, and I 
hope some abler brother will du the same. 

| ACIER, 
— « -—aw 

For the Christian Messonger, 

FROM SHELBURNE. 

The address of our general missionary 

at Lookeport recently contained deeply in 
teresting reference to the progress of the 

Lord's causa in Anpapolis Royal—the Old 
Shire Town of Annapolis County, and 

Kentville, the shire town of King's Co. 

A few words about the Lord's doings in 
this ancient town of Shelburne may be 

encouraging to some. 

The opening of our New House. On Sab. 

bath, the 21st inst,, our house of worship 
wis formally dedicated by the voloe of song 
and prayer, and the proclamation of the 

Gospel. Rev. T P, Guallahér, proached at 

11 o'clock ; Dr, Duy at 3, and Revi I, 
l 


