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—1 Sam. x. 17-24.

kindred, or tribe,.in sha-shuied of. his.razal

- following verses, was in accorddnce with

" " the reqaest of the elders, and the conse- |
- " | baggage, ete., furnishing a capital biding

. was ** unto Jebovah," because at Mizpeh

_ his kingship in favor of a man. [ brought

- Samuel, butas we. last week saw, to Samuel
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Suxpay, June 20¢A, 1875.— Saul Chosen.

O—————

Goroex Texr.—* He gave them- their re-
ri')ueot. but sent leanness into their souls

'salm cvi. 15.

st

Axarysis,— 1. The people called to
Mizpeh, Vea. 17. 11. -Samuels address,
Vs. 18,19, 111, The lot cast. Vs, 20, 21,
1V. Saul hidden and found. Vs. 21-23.°
V. Saul praised and hailed. Vs. 23, 24.

It speaks well for Israel that, having the
promise of a king, they exbibit no impati-
ence for his appointment, and no stirring
of private ‘ambition. It should be said
also to Samuel’s credit, that, though sup-
planted, he shows no favor to hie family, |

successor. Everything seems to hang upon
the ordering of an unerring Providence.

ExposiTioN.— Connection.— Our lesson
to-day ie on the publie designation of Saul
to the kingship. Our last jesson was on
the demand made by the peopl.e, through
their elders, for » king. In the mean time |
God bhas made koown to Samuel, and
through Samuel to the prospective king |
bimself, who is to have the perilous homor
of being the first of the kings of lsrael.
The story is full of interest. See ix, x.
1-16. The private anointing and kies (vs,
1) were intended for Ssul’s own assurance,
the separation to the certain expectation of
the office, and not to its immediate occu- |
pavey, and the exercise of its rights.

~ Verse 17.— And Samuel called the people
together wunto the Lord [Jebowab] to
Mizpeh. How much time intervened be-
tween the private desigoation of Seul and
the call does not appear. The period was
probably short. The call was official and
fell within the scope of Samuel’s office as

judge. The parpoee, fully explained in the

quent command of Jebovah, both con-
sidered in our last lesson. The gathering

was an altar, and the recognition of the |
man who was to be the first occupant of |
the throne was to be obeerved with religious |
rites and in fact was made through a
special revelation in the use either of the |
lot, or of the Urim and Thumnim, Miz |
peb was selected as the place of gathering |

as baving some special sacredness. It was |
recently the subject of one of our lessons, |

vii. - 5-13. It was ako one of the thres | signal comeliness and great stature of the

cities at which Samuel judged lsrael, vii.
16, on an eminence pear Jerusalem, and |
commandiog a view of the city.

Verse 18.—I1o this, and the next verse,
we have a brief but moet solemn and
weighty sddress from God to his people |
throagh his prophet. JeLovab had bees |
virtually called upon by Isracl to abdicate

up lsvael out of Egypt, ete. God is eaid |
to bea “a jealous God,” not willing to |
bave his authority despised, bis mercy for- |
gotten, or his hooor stolen. He it was, as |

. the Sbepherd and the King of Israel, that | 30

bad abundsutly and gloriously yroved both |
his willingnese and his ability to save the |
pation from impending destruetion, and to |
give it greatness and blessing.

Verse 19.— Ye have this day rejected your
God who himself, ete. The fault, was |
theirs, not his. Here is the greatness of |
divioe mercy, tbat when most deeply 1
wronged it still deals with the wrong doers |
in order to help, and not to barm. Thie is
love, tbhat God first loved ue, not we him ;
that while enemies, not friends, Christ died
for us. Itis* the old, oid etory * of grace.
And ye have said unto him : Nay, bul set a |
Aing over us. The request was made to

gard bis derivation from that tribe as an

Lill-timed. He was higher, ete. Easily

as the Lord’s prophet, and hence virtaally,
as here stated, to the Lord himeelf through
the propbet. They wanted God to give
them the king. larael's sio waa Dot that
ot fioal spostasy. Now, therefore. At
yoatr own requess, granted, it ie best that
it should be granted, though not right
This is the rightecusness of God as it fronts
snd meets man’s respousibility. Presens
yourselves. That all may be performed
with due publicity sod solemuity. Before
the Lord [Jebovab]. Belore his altar,
ve. 17. This would make more impressive
by itself. Of course the tribes were there
only in their And by yowr

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER

v thousands,” ** families,”” These ** thou-
sands "' or ** families ™ were the mainsub.
divisions of the tribes, which were made
according to family descent. .
Verse 20.— Caused all the tribes of Israel
to come near. 1f this question was settled
by lot, as is almost certain, we are probably
to think of Samuel as standing at the altar,
in front of the tribes ranged in their order,
having in his hand an urp, into which he
has placed twelve lots, one of them differ-
ing from the others. There comes forward
from the ranks the head man of each tribe,
with or without atténdants, draws the lot
for his tribe, and returne to his place.
Hence ** come near '’ to the altar beside
which Samuel stood. The tribe of Ben-
jamin was taken. Tbat is, by Jehovah, as
indicated by the drawing of the Jot. The
tribe of Bepjamin though emall, was an
honored tribe, as Benjamin himself bad in
his own person been tor sundry reasons an
object of special regard, * Paul seems to re-

honor. Rom, xi. 1. Saul evidently thought
that one of the larger tribes would naturally
=Y N e e e e D

Verse 21.— Caused the tribe of Benjamin
to come by their families. In the same
way wich the tribes. Taken. By the lot.
And Saul the son.of Kish was taken, We
have bere to understand tbat there were
two more drawings of lots. We are left
to imagine the intense excitement connected
with this process of decision. The nation

seems quietly to bave awaited the Lord's

decision. After the decision we find tome |

of the people unable %o conceal their dis-
appoiotment and vexation. Vs. 27 : xi. 12.
When they sought him he could mot be
found. He koew the lot would fall on
him, and, probably irom a patursl shrink-
ing from the publicity, bad withdrawn.
The desire to see the king would be intense.
THe decision by los thus publicly, after the
secret designation of Saul, was in part that
the people might see and know that the’
choice was truly of God, and partly to give
still farther assurance to Seul himeell.

Verse 22.—They inquired of the Lord
(Jebovab] further. That is, in addition
to the decisions already made. Behold he
hath hid himself among the stuff. Hence
there was & camp with the usual camp

place, but not from the eyes of Jehovab.
Verse 23.—They ran and fetched him.

Excitement was at a white beat. Walking,

or moderation would have been imposeible,

seen—striking all as fit in form and dimen-
sion to be the nation’s chiel.

Verse 24.—See ye whom the Lovd
[Jebovab] Aath chosen, ete. The evidence
that the Lord, and not chance had deter-
mined the lot, was before them in the

man., Al the people shouted. An outburst
of genuine enthusiasm., It was general—
and perbaps the shouting, though not the
enthusisam (ve. 27), was absolutely uni-
verral. God save the king. Or litenally,
+ et the king live.”” Nearly the more
modern—* long live the king.

Questions.— Were the tribes impatient
for their king's appointment? Did they
manifest any private ambition? Did Simuel
push hie family into notice ? - How was
(3ud"s choice indicated ? (Chape. iz and x?
W hat is special providence ? Matt. x. 29,
Ve. 17. Where is Mispeb ?

Vs. 18. Why this reproachful complaint
of the Lord God ot lsrael ?

Ve. 19. What is meant by ** your thou-
sand "' ?

Vs. 20. Waa there anythbing rnvhu
about the tribe of Benjamin? ho was
Bevjamin ? Who was boro of this tribe
in later times?

Vs. 21 Why did Seal bide? Ane. In
unseifish modesty.

Ve. 22. Among what stoff?

Va. 28. Has a man a ter claim for
public hooor by being tall? See 1 Sam.
zvi. 7: Loke xvi. 15 ; Pesalm exivii. 10, 11.
Had Saul & fine form only to command him
to favor? Ape. Ne; for awful as was the
close of Ais caveer, ** the tArome and ils

templalions spoiled in Aim g natureThat was |

in many more beautiful than his
stature.” s fortune ruined ham ;
before he Aad been a filial and loving and
obedient child, @ reserent ond ’
man See chap. ix. 4,5, 7, 10, , |
16, 22

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher.

Scxpay, June 27th, 1875, — Samael’s
partiog Words —1 Sem. xii. 20-25.

* And so we go,"" ssid & member of »
Boston School Committee ; ** Our greatest
men are fast departing—first Greeley, then
Chase, sod now Semner—and [ don’t feel
very well myvelf.”

A friend indeed is one who is not in
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‘There was a path through the forest which
“led to & large town where there were baths,

.kissed ber little boy, snd mid, * Be a
good boy, sod mey God protecs ‘thee, my | your dinner bere, but | bave no money %o

Houths’ Department.

BLUE AND GOLD.

FROM THR GERMAN,

I know & poor woman who has a little
boy, and he is her one joy in all the world.
This little boy’s name is Fritz, and be is n
bright and sturdy little fellow, three years
old. His father is a long way off, working
on & railroad, and hes promised to send
some money to get & mew coat for Frits.
In the meantime, the mother works all day
long to earn money for bersell and her
little boy. And Fritz is just as brave and
contented a child as one would wish to
see. He bas learnt tosit still and not
hinder bis mother, when she has so much
to do, nibbling away at a crust of bread,
or playing with a few sticks or stones, and
when he bas built & house he »uﬂooﬂ.j

Mother canpat always look, butshe call®
out, ** Oh, yes, that is fine !” and Fritz is
satisfied. |

and cvery year the motber has to pay
twelve florine rent to the farmer to whom
it belonge. She bas a little garden, and
two or three hens, and she sells eggs to
the landlady at the bathe near by, and
Fritz is allowed to Jook after and bring
them from the nest. Hut for some time
now the gray hen has been missing, #o the
mother is verysad. - :

Now pot far trom the village store was
a forest, on the edge of which stood an
immense tree, where the mother used to
leave Fritz when she went to gather straw-
berries in the wood, and what was the joy

' of both mother and Fritz to find there, one |

day, their loet ben sitting upon a nest made
in the soft grass behind the great tree.

that is, warm springs of water spouted out
ot the earth, and sick people who bathed
in them were made well. \

Not tar from the springs stood a great
hotel, which in the summer time was filled
with fashionable people, both sick and
well; and here Frau \‘I:hbotb, Fritz's
mother, picked up a little money in various
waye, and also sold ber strawberries at the
baths.

Ope morping Lisbeth was very, very
sad. Sbe bad not been able to raise the
money for the fent, and the landlord bad
told her she must leave tiye house if it was
not paid the next day, and she had nota
penny, not enough even to] buy a bit of
bread ; where, then, were three flurine to
come from ? : :

In & fortoight her busband would come
and bring ber some money, but she could
not get it before,and the farmer would not
wait another day! She arcee very early
and prayed that the good God would help
ber in her distress ; then she woke Fritz,
and gave him ber last crust of bread soaked
in water. She bersell ate nothing. Sue
determined to go to the baths and see if|
the housekeeper a8 the botel would lend
ber a litile samething, snd on the way she
would pick some strawberries to esell.

There was a listle meal left in the chest,
and with a drop of milk she made it into
porridge, and putting it on a plate, said,
« See, Fritz, this ie yours to eat when the
bell rings for noon.” .

Frits nodded, a8 if be understood, aod
whena he saw bis mother weeping, be
patted ber cheek, snd said, consolingly,
»* Not cry, mother ; be brave, pot ery,”
just as she was woot to quict him,

As the mother now started out with five
eggs in one basket, and two empty baskets
for strawberries, Fritz called out, ** Lest
me go, %00.”

* Well,” said bis mother, ‘‘ as far as
the great tree where the hen has ber neat ;"
and she gatbered up & few erumbs thet
Fritz might feed ber.

When they came to the tree the mother

Frita.”

Then she went awsy into the [orest.
She bad no fear about the child. Many »
time be bad been left there alone; vo
horses or oxen ever eame that way, only
pow and then a person carrying something
w0 the batbs.

Fritz waiched bis mother till she disap-
peared smong the trees ; then fed his ben
with the bread-crumbs ; then be picked
some flowers and grasees ; theo be watched
the snts “rusning % busily hither
thither over the grognd, and then
birds -bopping from twig to twig in
| tree above. :

After awhile he thought of bis porridge,

thousands. In ve. 21, we fiod instead of

need.

| whieh his mother had made for him. Sare-

ly it must be noon by this time. At any

““Their botise i & véry, very fitlle eotdge, |

'

w friendly ood and went oa.

OOy T

rato he was hungry, and away be trotted
to the village, no small journey for such
little boy ; and when he found his por-
ridge, back again to the old tree the little
feet trudged.

Whythe would ralher eat it therg he
could not ‘tell, only many & time he and
his mother had taken their dinner at this
pleasant spot. Butwhata journey it was !
The porridge was no longer hot, but the
plate was very foll, and he did vot want to
spill one bit ; so he went along very slowly,
saying all the time to himeelf, ** Be care-
ful, Fritz, be careful!" But he would
hardly have been atle to have oarried it to
the tree if Anna, a little” girl from the
village, had not happened along and helped
him with it. She Was carsying some milk
to the baths, and when she bad Bxed Frita
on & comfortable seat under the old tree,
with his porridge beside him, she gave

Then Fritz began to eat his dinner, often
saying, **.dat is good.” and it wes eo |
quiet that the little birde came nearer and
nearer, and poered at bim coriously.” Very'
warw (it was, and so still. The hen dosed
on ber nest, the bees and beetles hummed
very softly, nct a breath of air stirred the
leaves, and Fritz had made s long journey,
and was tired. Midday was long past, be
ate more slowly. - At last bis plate elip-
ped out of his lap, the little bands with |
the spoons dropped down-- Fritz waa asleep.
Sweetly snd soundly he slept, and
dreamed a besutiful dream. The birds
came nearer and nearcr ; they picked at
his porridge, and Fritz knew nothing about
it. 1t was so very still.’

Juet then from a path in the forest there

appeared & young gedtleman and lady.

They were busband sond wife, snd were

staying st the baths with the biide’s

muther, who was an invalid. The youog'
lady wore a blue dress, wod it was 20 warm

she carried her bat in ber baud, and push-

ed back ber golden hair from ber forebend.

* How|quiet itjis,” said she; ** and for

awhile, at least, no beggare.”

“[ am mot so sure,” ssid the young

wan ; * there lies ove little rascal now.”

** Hle is no beggar; he has more than

enough already,” said the lady, laugbing,

and pointing to the Jittle sleeper, and the

birds who had been tasting from his plate,

but now were shyly flying away.

** | bave half a mind to give bim some-

thing,'’ said the young maa.

* Yes, just for the pleasure of it,” mid

his companion ; and drawing a little silk

purse from ber pocket, she took from it a

shining coin, and said playfully to ber hus-

band, ** May 1?7

** Yes, spendthrife,” be replied, laogh-

ing ; and the Fraulein, delighted, kneit

dowa by the child, snd softly took the little
band, and laid the gold piece inm it.

Frita roused a little, looked up dreamily |
into the beautiful face bending over him,
then the little head sank down, and io »
moment; he was asleep again. The two
went back through the forest, and Fritz

slept oo.

Ino the meantime poor Lisbeth had paseed
s sad and weary day. It was not very
easy to find strawberries in the forest, but
at last with gredt paios she filled her two
baskets. They would bring her tweive
krevts:rs, and the eggs ®ix; that would
buy her a loaf of bread.

As she was hastening by the shortest
way to the baths, her foot tripped, she leil,

all loes and broken. In despair sbhe
gatbered togetber a few of the berries, and
proceeded on her way weeping/

The bousekeeper was very busy, and bad
bardly time to speak to her, but sbhe was
sorry for Lisbeth, and gave her a grose
hen ; but when the poor woman seked to
borrow a little money, she received a very
short reply. '

“ 1 bave given you somethiog, Fraw,”
enid the housekeeper, ** and you may have

lend. And mind, you need not beg of the
visitors, they are tired of beggam.”

Ab ! she need not have been alfraid ; poor
Lisbeth would sever bave been bold envugh
to beg.

'Sbe belped in the kitchen till nooun, then

A

and butter, which yoa must need as mach,”

Ab, ifdeed, Lisbeth needed them, but
she needed the money more, Y

Sick at heart, the poor woman tarned

her steps again toward the forest, repeating
by the way all the beautiful consoling
hymns and sentences that she knew, bat
still she was sick at beart. .
~ An she approached the Openiong from
the forest, there lay her Frita, still aleop-
ing, his empty plate beside him, and his
spoon in his band, for the innocent child
“had 0o eare to disturb his slumbers,

Lisbeth stood befure him weeping bitter
ly, as she thought, ** Oh, my poor boy,
you lie there and sleep, aud to-morrow
there will be no reol to cover you.”

Just then Frits quietly opened bis eyes,
and stretehed out Lis hand with the piece
of money.

** Look there, mother ! mid he.
“ My child !™ éried the astonished Lis

- beth, -+ that is.n gold piece, & large gold

piece, worth ten forios ! Who gave it 0
you?”

* An angel,” anewered Fritz, with per-

“ Oh, child ! what do you sy ? What
bave you seen ?”

“ Blee and gold,” mid be ; and his
mother could get no more from bhim.

The mother kneeled dowo and drew her
child beside her, She would giadly heave
uttered a thanksgiving, but no words would
come from her weeping; but we may be
sure the dear Lord knew alll that wae in
ber heart,

Then the happy mother and child went

mother with the money, All ber trouble
was over now ; she had even & little t0
spare till her busband should return.

Whether God really sent an angel from
heaved, ot relieved her necessity- through
some kindly mortal, that the poor woman
bas never discuvered.— CAurchAman.
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HE COULD BE TRUSTED.

Alfred was miseing one night aboat sun-
set. Mother was getling anzious, for she
always wished him to be bome early. A
neighbor, coming in, stid a number of
boys bad gone to the river to swim, and be
thought it likely Alfred was with them.

“ No,” sid his mother, *jhe promised
me he would never go there withous my
leave, and he always keeps Lis word.”

Bat seven o'clock came, then eight, and
mother was still listening for Alfred’s step ;
but it was balt-past eight befire his shout
and whistle were heard whea he ran in at
the gate,

* Conless pow,” maid the peighbor,
** that you have beem to the river with
other boyh, and so kept away till late,”

How the boy's eyes flished, and the
erimson mounted to his cheeks.

+* No, sir; | promised my mother that [
would never go there without her leave,
and do you thiok I would tell & faleehood ?
| belped James to find the cows thas bed
steayed 10 the woods, and didn’s thiok |

| should stay so lage.”

** } thiok,"" eaid the neighbor, turniog
to the mother, as he took his bat to go
bome, ‘* there ia a comfort in atore for you
by him. Sach & boy as that will make &
voble man.”'— Yourhs' Cumpenion.

[ —

Tus war 10 627 alone.~Twenty clerks
in a store, twenty hands in a printiog office
twenty apptentices io & shipyaid, twenty
young men in & village—all want to get

and away flew her strawberries sndow.’“‘“b'h‘ world, sod expect @ do so.

Oune of the clerks will becume a partoer,
and make a fortane; ove of the compositors

will own & newspaper, and become sn in-
| fluentinl eitizen ; one of the apprentices
will become & master builder ; one of the
young villagers will get & bandeome farm,
and live like a patriarch—but which ove
is the lucky individual ? Lacky? There
is 0o loek about it. The thing is slmost
| a8 certain as the rule of three. The young
| fehow who will distance his competitors is
he who masters his business, who preserves
his integrity, who lives cleanly purely, who

3
|
|
§

heart was no lighter us sbe went to the

' miller’s bouse, where she often did & day's
work. Perhaps she oould earn encugh

for-

L &
m-udbn'.odth’ul-mm*

gave ber & eake for her little boy, but ber | The Jadian Deily News mys: * We
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home together, Frits with the cake, his

| devotes his leisure to the acquisition of
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