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For the Christian Messengor,
LETTER FROM BURMAH.,

MautnaIN, January 14th, 1875,

‘Dear Brother Selden —

" Rev. Dr, Huaswell, of Maulmain, has just
sbrought out a grammar of the Poguan
Language. In his introduction he has
given some interosting remarks on the
Peguan—or, as they are more commonly
called, the 'Taleing—people, No other
man is 80 well qualified to speak on the
suhject ne he. For more than thirty. oight
years he has been among them-—their only
Missionary. 1 make a few extracte for

our home friends.
Youre very truly,

W. F. ARMSTRONG.
THE PEGUANS,

The Peguans, so oalled from their old
capital Pegu, called by themuelves Mon,
by the Burmuns Tulings, were the ruling
nation in southern Burmah when first
visited by Kuropeans, They seem at one
timo to bave heen divided into scvéral

“petty Kingdome,as the Martaban, Thatoong,

Pogu, &3 There were continual fouds
among themselves, as well as frequent wars
with the Sinmese cn the one hand, and with
the Burmans on the other.

FROM WHENCE DID THEY ORIGINALLY coug ?

is & question I am unable to Answer. On
one ocension in questioning an old Peguan
on the subject, be said he could obtain u
history for me that would tell all about it.
lle accordingly brought me an old palm-
leal bovk which proved to be legends of a
tour of Gaudamn from Ceylon to Malacea,
and thence through Teoasserim and Marta-
ban, to Pegu, which is said, at that time,
to have been cuvered with the watersof the
ocean ; but Guadama prophesied ‘that it
would become tolid land, and that on a
sand bank on which he alighted there
would be a great city built, the Kings ol
which for many generations would be
soalous promoters of his religion. 1t is
said that Guadama, after leaving Malacea,
having stopped at two or three places,
proceeded direot to Tavoy, which at that
time was the border of the Mon (Peguan)
country., The book is abundantly inter
spersed with: Pali ; but oovasists in great
part of statoments that Guadama, passing
through the air from one place to another,
(names of places generally not given),
having preached to those by whom he was
met, would at théir request for some
wemento or relie ol him, pass his hand
over his head, and give them one or wore
bairs which they would basten to enshrine
in sowe Paguda or cave, There are a few
pages io the book which may with some
propriety, be called history. The names
are given of filsy-seven Kings of Thatone of
one dynasty, and five of another—eixty-two
in all. But little is said concerning any
of them, excepting that they were owners
of white elephants, or of horses that ocould
pass through the air, The pames ol the
queens are also given, but there is nothing
to thfow light upon the question, ¥From
whence did the Peguans come ?

Dr. Mason thought they cawme from
India and that they are allied to the Kohls.
By references to the dissimilarity of lan-
guage and complexion, Dr. Huswell makes
this view nppear extremely Improbable,
He goes on to say: '

“ My own opin‘on is that the Peguans
originally came from the East or North
East rathor than from the Weet. The
Rev. Mr, Carpenter, who went overland
from Maulmain to Bankok, two or three
years since, met a large compuny cf people
flecing from Siamese territory, who oalled
themselves Kwahs, A Kuren, conversant
with Peguan, who was of Mr, C's cowpany,
said, *‘they are Taleings.' Ill health
[Dr, H. has boen an invalid for the past

eight years, and is in daily expectation of

death—W,. F. A,] has prevented me
from visiting these people, (who have
settled in British territory) to endearor to
learn something wore about them.,

From whatever part ol the world the

* Peguans came, 1 think their words for

North-—signilying under the wind or low
wind,~and South—high wind—may be
taken as an evidence that they have long
lived where the South West and North
East moneoons prevail,

RELIGION,

The DPeguans, like the Burmanvs, are
Buddbists, - The Buddhists Scriptures pre
snid to have been translated into Peguan
before they were into Burman., They
bave one book called the ** Moola-Moolee *
which the Burmans have not, - It pro-
fesses to give * an account of things from
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God or any living being.’

The Peguans are much more addicted to
demon worship than the Burmans, If a
person is taken suddenly ill, they at once

‘wako enquiry as to where he has been ; and

offerings of rice, plantnine, &o., are de-
posited near the places, espccially if he
have been in the jungle, hoping to pro.
pitiato the demon he may hat@ymwittingly
offended, They build small houses near
their own dwellings in which they place
offerings to dewons, Soon after I came
into the country, boing in a village which
had one of these little demon houses near
almost overy dwelling, supposing they
were children's play-houses, I lovked into
one to see what kind of toys the ehildren
were ncoustomed to amuse themselves
with ; the people who saw e came moan-
ing, bogging me not to go in, nethe demun
would bo angry, and visit the family with
sicknoes,

When a person has been long ill, they
sometimes make teasts in which the women
of the family dress fantastically, and dance
ono after another, until the demon who
onused the illness is supposed to take
possessivn of one of them, when she begine
to shake like a person in wn ague fit; and
whatever she says, while in that [state, is
considered oracular, and wny directions
she may give with regard to food, or

wedicine, or offerings, are striotly followed.

[ onco saw a woman dancing at o festival
of this kind, dressed in an Euglish frock
coat, and high-crowned hat on her head.
I'he sick olten make vows that il they
recover they will make a demon festival,

There are people smong them who are
supposed to understand the nfind of the
demcue, or to have influence with them.
Such persons are consulted by the friends
of tho sick.

Sowme of these demon people are shrewd
enough to give directions for things to be
done which will be likely to pruve bono-
ficial.

The superstitions of the Peguans with

regard to dewons are innumerable. Demon

worship was undoubtedly their only re-
ligion previous to their reception of Bud.
dhism ; and though they are told in their
books that if a man makes offerings to
demons once, and afterwards performe
works of merit a hundred times, it will be
in vain, like pouring water upon the sand,
Yet their fear of demons is so strong, that
they are continually doing something to
appease, or shunning something for fear of
offunding them,

DOCTORS.

Any one who chooses takes up the pro-
fession of doctor, of which there are two
classes, the one giving wedicine, the other
feeding the patient with all kinds of fuod.
The theory of this latter class is, that the
body being formed ol varioue elements,
illness is caused by the excess or deficiency
of one or another of theve, and that. some
kinds uf tood go to replenish one element,
and some another, They therefore feed the
patient with every iwmaginable thing in
hopes of hitting the right one, and thus
restoring the equilibrium,

| was once called to see a child about
two vears old, that was ill of dysentery.
I found it in a dying state. On inquiring
what wedicine had been given it, they
replied no medicine had been given it, they
had ** fed the elements.” 1 asked what
they had fed it, they replied **a great
wany things,” But what bave you given
itto-day ? * Fowle flesh cooked with
assaloetida.”’ Thinking I had misunder
stood | asked them to show it to me.
They brought some, and I saw there was
no mistake, it was** fowls flesh cooked with
asealoetida,’" and the poor child who died
while | was there had been forced to swal-
low that horrible mess.

DISPOBAL OF THE DEAD,

When » peml.m the body is washed
and laid out devently, excepting those who
die in early inlaney, or of some cuntagious
or epidemio discese liko small-pox or

.| cholera, when the budy 18 rolled up in o

mat and buried with little delay or ocere-
mony. With these exceptions, they burn
their dead. Their coffine hke the Burmans
are very showy, covered with colored paper,
the eunds of peacocks' tails, and tiosel,
They make a great parade at their funerales,
expecially thoee of elderly people.

EDUCATION,

Among the Peguans as among the Bur-
mans the priests are the schoglmasters,
Almost all the boys are put into the mon-
asteries for & longer or shorter period, but
the great proportion of them leave before
they can read fluently, and seldom looking
at » book afterwards, many of them forget

! all they have learned There are no schools

e

tho vcry beglnnf;sg.l before there was o
Peguan woman who can read excepting

for ghla. Teiea very faro thing to ﬂnd n

those that have been taught in miesion
gchools, One reason lor this, is the ex
clusion of women from their monasteries ;

"For the Christion Messenger.
w CHURCH DISCIPLINE.”
SINGING.

* One thing ata time,” saith the old

but the principul reason is the porfect in- | proverb, and however old it may appear to

difference of the people to their education,

some, it is proposed in this article to discuse

When urged to put their daughters into | the subject of tho Service of song as con-

school, they often ask, ** of what use will | neoted with church disoipline,

That it has

it be, they cannot become clerks, or hold | not been usual to consider it in that light

government appointments,

i they cannot read, as if they could.”

- « - b

For the Christian Messenger.,

LETTER FROM GEORGIA, U, 8.

SroNg MouNTAIN, GEORGIA,
Maroh 1st, 1875,

For a long while, until of late, the sub-
jeet of baptism has been very little die
cussed from the pulpit in this immediate
part of the country. The churches seemed
to prosper, the fraternal bonds of christian
unity to wax as straog, if not stronger, as
when the perplexing subject was agitated
and disoussed by the ablest tulents. Even
now there is no real excitement or partiou.
lar fecling on the subject in the churches,
but frow certain indications, heated discus-
sions may almost-at any time arise and
ensue with bitterness and seotarian fecl-
ing. These disoussions appear to be
periodical, but never recur at regular in-
tervals of time, - When in the full enjoy-
went of religion, io times when relreshing
comes from the Lord, Such diseussions, il
indulged in, have a beneficial rather than
a contrary effect, They are conducted in
the ®pirit of meekness, Just now  the
churchies appear to be in a languid and
luke-warm condition. Lately sowe of our
Pedobaptist ministers have been preaching
several sermons on the mode and proper
subjects of christian baptism in which they
have oriticised their brethren of an oppoes-
ing beliel’ very frecly, and thrown out the
gauntlet, defying sucoessful confutation ol
what they assume to be scriptural and
correot.
~ Asis generally known to the Literary
and Religious world the Rev. James W,
Dale, D, D , pastor of the Wayne Presby-
terian church, Dalaware County, Pa., has
just completed a series of works on bap-
tism : ** Classio,'’ ** Judaie,” *¢ Johanie,”
and an “Inquiry into the usage of Baptizo,”
comprehending two vols,, ** Christio " and
« Patristic.” Theso tomes make o display
of much learning, and a great deal of
research, and to the minds of some clear
away all mist and every knotty diffioulty
in rightly understanding the correct import
of Baptizo from a Pedobaptist standpoint,
The author no doubt is lcarned, and his
reading comprebends a wide scope in both
ancicot and modern literature. Does that
wuke ¢ven his judgement infallible? Has
he suffered his learniog in riper years to
bave the influence of molding his judge-
ment and correcting early impressions ?
At any rate, in the wind of your corres.
pondent, his conclusivns do not logically
harmonize in some instances so well, But
it is ot my purpose to write a eritique.
Theee volumes are furnishing a stock of
material for the make u# of sermons or
disouurscs on the suhjeot of baptism, Sowe
ministers, no doubt, teeling an enthusiasw
on the subject, that so much has been
gained are ready to expatiate frecly thereon,
[t is not coough to let the quiet ** country
pastor " of Peansylvania bave the credit,
in his own way, ot telling us what baptism
in its different phases and applications is,
but his stock of ideas, right or wrong, are
eagerly caught up and promulgated not as
his, but their own fur the instruction of
congregations.

We are taught of sacred scripture that
* All scripture Is given by iospiration ol
God and is profitable for doetrive, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness.” Would the reader desire
to be correctly Informed of the nature,
purpose and signification of baptiem, ae
well ae its seriptural mode? 1f so, it is
not necessary to read Dale or any other
work, Far more plain, explicit and satis.
lnctory information can be gained siwply
by reading the seriptures. The seriptures
best interpret themselves. They tell how
the Saviour of the worid was baptized, and
where ; they also tell us how the Apostles | ¢

baptised. No such plain information can
be gained by visiting the eatacombs of
Rome, or looking 3 oomln piotures of an
uncertain date and origin carved out on
rocks, or.reading oamln detashed quota-
tions from some of the Patristio writers
xbo lci)lurhhod some m.llt'::l :m the

tollo here superstition gno-
nﬁ’: were ing in the minds of man
Read the Bible. lllnbo source of light
—revealed for our instruction.

Thoy can take | 14 not a sufficient reason why it should not
oare of ohildren and cook rice just as we!l, | be
part in the regular public worship ; it is
indispensable in #pecial and revival services;
henco it follows that all church members
should eing to the best of their ability. [t

Singing is held to be an important

is not enough to say that, that is what ie

done ; the question is=is that that is done,
the best that can be done?

[n ordinary congregations what numbers
there are thut huve no hymn hooks. If the

church has resolved that singing of hywns

shall form one exercise in the worship ol
3od, she should also determine to supply
ench mowber with a hymn book. If that
One is necessary so is the other ; yet neither
hymn booke, nor a corresponding number
of tune books will produce: this essential
elpment o worship ; there must be voeal
effort, In general, Baptist congregations
are not ** led in singing' Ly a salaried
precentor, but hy cvmmon cunsent, one is
accorded the privelege of starting the
tunes ; & duty simple and ' pleasant enough
il he know how to doit. It not unfre-
quently happens howcver that he indulges
in a half suppressed monotone at the out-
set, and suddenly breaks out somewhere
near: the widdle of the line; too often
even then the tune is #hised just high
enough to be beyond every one's reach ; or
pitched 8o low us to render its’ salvation
almost hopeless, It would seem too that,
of those who do sing, very lew indeed have
any idea of ringing in ** pirts;” basscs,
tenore, und altos, all endeavour to sing the
“ part "' which properly and exolusively
belongs to the sopranos ; failing of mount-
ing so high, they full into a fit of despon-
dency, and grumble away at an octave
lower, and all are satisfled that they are
doing their best.

There is no intention in this paper of
harsh criticism upon sincere devotion ; but
as it is° not responsible for the facte, so
these facts will come unbidden and unwel-
come. There is no difficulty in foding
tunes suitable to every hywn, if the leader
only know how and what to releet. Yet it
is unquestionably bad taste to sing a tune
in & minor key to ** Come let us join our
cheerful songe ;" and unwise to try tw
crowd a long metre hymn into a tune
of eights and sevens ; and doubtful judg.
ment to start & tune with a fugue, when
all (a8 above shown) are resolved to sing
one ** part.” Ought such Inconsistencies
to be allowed to paes as tolerable on the
plea that ** the cungregation dues the best
it can ?"

Many attempts have been made to im-
prove psalmody : organs and barmoniums
obtain the greatest favour awmong church
members to this end : by the vote ol the
church the instrument is placed in the
sanotunry, which fact proves that what is
contended for is a part of ehurch disciplioa,
In the next degree ot favour ranks a choir
of singers, which too {requently exists as &
separate andligndependent section of the
congregation ; between it and some mem-
bers of the church there is an understand.
ing of settled antagoniem ; and of others of
a reciprocal feeling of indulgence, Still
the chuieh claims to be the arbiter of ita
own ceremonies, requires the minister to
supply the choir with the list of hymns,
and #0 tar the choir is suhject to church
diwlplino But a word about the capaci.
ties of the choir: how few of its members
can sing : sing a clear, pure tone without
harshness or breathiness—their own *‘part”
with assurance—by music—and with such
modulation that no voice shall be heard
prominent from the others ; and yet all,
so far they know *‘ doing the best they
can ;' and still further as a remedy many
(but w8 many abortive) attempts have been
made to secure practice wectings lor the
whole congregation.

Above and foremost of all other organi-

wod should frown down and into oblivion
that monstrous and stereotyped libel upon
the character of Gop, viz , that He* bas
formed a large proportion of the civilized

singiog. It is piciable folly for a 1Tindoo
to keep his limbs fixed in any given position
until that they have become rigid and use-
less ; but it is worse for christinns, under
the exouse of having no ear nor volce for
musie, to allow the faculties which Goo

P. L. H.

bae given them for praising Him to lie

gations, churches should promote singing,-

human family without the capacity for
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dormant. Specially should the church
' mark that man ' who, boasting tiiat Gop
“ hath put a new song '’ into his moutbh,
deliberately says ** I can’t sing.”’

Great progrees -has been made in late
years in removing the mysteries which
surroundcd music; “it is no longer the
privelege of the favored few, The notation
in which musical ideas have formerly been
written, is as unintelligible as a doctor’s
preseription in Latin, and will never become
popular, nor supply the Want so universally
deplored ; (peace to its shade) while in the
system which was founded by Miss Glover,
and elaborated by Mr. Curwen, the great-
est demands and severest tests have been
satistied on the one hand, and on the other
tens of thousands of children in Great
Britaio alone justify the truth of its motto
~='¢ gasy cheap and true ;” it is called the
Tonie Sol-fa system, -
There is no reason why churches should
not adopt Tonic Sol-fa singing; on the
contrary, upon every consideration of plea~
sure, harmony, and msanctifiel song, it
should be adopted. In these later times
of the nineteenth century it behoves Bap-
tist churches to promote everything which
may be employed ** to the use of edilying ;"
speaking with one anothor in psalws and
hymns and spiritual songe ; to be no longer
satisfied with present attainments, much
less to tolerate the dreadful abuse ot sacred
words, the strangulation of beautiful tunes,
and destruction of those delicate orgnns
which God has placed in everyone for each

others benefit, and with which to sing His
praise.

Pasrtor.

e mem

For the Christian Messenger.

To the Editor of the Christian Messenger,
Dear Sir =
One of the results of the establishment
' Free Common Schools in*any country
is the increased attendance upon Superior
Private Schools, Academies, and Colleges.
Such has been notably the case in these
Provinces. A statement, which bas just

{ appeared in a leading newspaper, shows

that the Sackville institutions bave enjoy-
ed great prosperity of late. A less for-
mal ttatement in regard to those establish-
ed at Wolfville proves that the same is
true of _them. In the latter, a still larger
attendance would have been reported, were
it not that the boarding accommodations
are not adequate to the demands. It is
pleasant %o be uble to record such a wavi.
festation of Tnterest in the important matter
of Education, 1If there is also evidence
that efficiency in management and instruc~
tion is as unquestionable as is largeness of
attendance, than we have all we can legiti
mately require, On that point I do not
hesitate to say [ amjnot incredulous,

[ lately had an opportunity of seeing
some of the work of the Horton Institu.
tions, more particularly in the Academy

ot my conclusions and the worth of my
theory. The exercises on the occasion of
my visit bappened to be History, Algebra,
Arithmetio and Greek, embracing a class
in the College, one in the Seminary and
two in the Academy. As it is not my ob~
jeot in this present writing to laud the
tencbers or to ** puff " the Schools, wy
report may bo very brief. -

The exercise in History was a Lecture
by Protessor Tufts before a clase in College,
with a representation from the Seminary.
One of the Algebra classes consisted o
young ladies belooging to the Female
Departmeot. The class in Arithmetio was
ovmposed of mewmbers of the Academy, and
that in Greek contained pupils from both
schools, Of the exercises thus witneesed
I shall only say that I was highly gratified
at what 1 saw and heard. There is the
less need of making & more lengthy state-
ment a8 any one bas the same opportunity
ol becoming acquainted with the condition
of things, as [ bad. The doors of the In-
stitution are open to all, as inclination
may prompt, or leisure permit. Not only
are the teachers willing that the schools
should be visited, but they desire it ; not
however, as | believe, in any vain-glorious
spirit, but because of the beneficial influene
which they consider such attentions exert
upon those under their instructions. I
have heard them express themselves to
that effect.

A circumstance casually glanced at in
the above remarks may be recalled, as it
will serve ** to point & moral.” Itis that
the Horton Institutions are now po longer
the beritage of our sex alone. Even the
classes in college are at length open to
young women, Thus ope after anotber of
the dootrines of * old fogyism ” “ie beiog
exploded,and the world is gradually yielding

to the claims of reason and common sense.

and Seminary, and of testing the validity .




