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BIBLE LESSONS FOR 187D,

INTKRNATIONAL RERIES,
Heroes and Judges.

Sunoay., Filruary 28¢h, IRTH, « The
Land Divided=dJoshun xviri, 1=10,

B

GorpxN Trxr.=** The lines are. fallen
to me in pleasant plaees ; yen, [ have a
pooddy heritage,"=Pslm xvi, 0.

Tox Coxxrcrion -« Palestine was now in |
o mearure conguered, though the priwitive |
population, unfortunately, Nuw. xxxiil. |
55, 60, was not wholly «xterminated, and |
many isolated strongholds were still in the |
possession of the enewy. The whole land |
was to be divided into twelve parts, and |
one of these parts~was to be wewigned to |
each tribe, Num, xxvi, 05 xxxiil, 04|
xxyiv. 13, There were gortnin, means |
taken 1t sccure the ucquicseence ol lbt"i
whole people in the pracuieal detuils and |
results of the plan, Joshea hed grown too |
old to complete the conquest, Josh,. Xiil, |
13 and 1t was inportunt that the divisivn
of the land on the west ol the J.rdan
should be made.during. Lis lilestiwe, s
to .secure the weight ol his immense in. |
fluence in preserving the tribes from
jealounien,  Accordingly he was comumiles
eioned to superintend thise work, Josh, xiii,
1-7.  Anappeal to God was wade by the |

use of the lot; und his supreme wirdom |
was fnvoked to ratily or roverse the |
arrangements of his servants, and thus to |
prevent discontent and diseord,  The first
divisiun of the lind into nine or ten parts
had been made without n minute rurvey |
of ity Juduh, Ephraim, und half Munusseh
moved oll' to their huwes atonee,  But the
other tribes, necustomed th a nomudic lile,
preferred still to roagy up and dowa in
Cuannan, as the Patriarchs bad done, where
they could tind pasture, as the Canaanites
were 80 far subdued as vot to molest them,
While they lingered, Shiloh was made the
capital, and the removal of the Tabernucle
took place doubtless by divine command,
Joshun could not rest contcut with the
nomadie hile of his people, and reproved
them for not tuking possession ol their

W o s —

Tur Exrosition. = Verse 1. The whole
congregapon. The mass of the natin,
The tribes of Juduh, Ephraim and Man.
neseh were not present, as they had gone
to their territories, ehe, xv-xvii, Assemi/ a |
together.  Alier the mareh, durmi which,
necessarily, they would be scatiered uver
% wide extent of country, traveliog by

i

—— 4

various ronds, s large nrwy nlways must
do. Shitwh, The nanie weaus vest, or a
place of vest. A “wemorial ol the rest
which God hind given the prople and the
sanctunry,

Shiloh was ahout twenty wiles
north ol Jerusalem, twelve north of Bethiel, |
and ten south of Shechem. It would he
at Joust two d iye’ Journcy for the lsraclites |
trom the Gilgal near Jericho, und but vne |
from the Gilgal near Shechemw, The ruins |
are now called, Seilum by the Arabe
Juwphu!, who wrute while Palestine was
yet fertile, represents Joshun as selecting
Shilot for the Tabernaele oo wecount of i
beauty. Gud chuse the most beautilul
position for the. Tewple, It was near the
centre ol the whole lund, ensily acocssiblo
to ull the tribes, "T'he Tabernacle continued
nt b]lll-th thll‘ll.“ l‘lll"‘“"uo'u lv(‘riud uf the
Judges, until in the latter days of Elithe ark
wis tuken to the wrmy to rouss the sinking
apirite ul’ the |w~1»lv wlter their defeat by
the Philistines, 1 Soaw. iv, 3, 4, and wus
nul;turv-’ alter their sevond undwtuul de
feat. ‘T'he Taberuncle, with the rest of the
saercd furniture, exeept the ark, s nex
henrd of at Nob, 1 Saw, xxi. 1 I, Shiluh
i ugain wentiored ne the home of Abijuh
the prophet, und as u city in the kingd
of Jervbusm, Su wp. The Tabernncle
wis tade jo many parts, so lormed that
they could be separnted and carvied, and
agnin Johied together,  The Levites oarried
these parts, together with the wrk, the
altars, sand the uther contents ol the vacred
building, Num, oh.4, und vii. 1-9 b
ernacle of the congregation, O, an many
render, tent of meeting whero God wet his
people, kix xxix, 42-40; Num, xvii, 4
The land was subdued befure them, A
statement introduced here to explain the
record whioh immediately follows of the
undisturbed survey of the land by the
commission appointed for that purpose.
Verse 2. Seven. Two tribes and »
balf had received their portions east of the
Jordun, Num, oh. 32, and two and » balf
on. the weetern bide, or in CUsnaan proper,

| proceedings; ruch as the casting of lute,
| ete,, va, O,

duties luy aholly without these territorics
| ulrendy m‘(‘hpimi.
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Joesh. obs, xv=xvil  This lelt seven tribes
yet unsettled,

Verse 3.« How long are ye slack ? . The
work of dividing the lund was suspended
owing to the iuvdillirence of the »cven
tribes nbout it, T go. Bach tribe w ite
territory.,  God “of your fathers, Theso
words would call to the mind the promiece
to the patriarchs,

Verse 4 — Give owt  Sclect hy the
populur eleetion of cach tribe, or by the
action of ite rulere, These wen wre dis.
tinet from those of Num, xxxiv, 18.20,
Three men for cach tibe. The same
prineiple was obseived in oppainting the
bourd of overseers, Num. axxiv, 13-20,
Fhere wiere thus twenty-one men in all.
The tribes were cqually represeuted, as
there were three wen from cach,  Arise,
Expresses the trapsition from a life of ease,
in which sitting was the typieal posture,
to one of energetic agtion.  Go_ throwgh
the land, So as to divide it into seven
parts, determining the size and the general
boundaries of tach, Josephus says that
tha commisighivey 100k inio ednsideration,
not merely the vine of the dillerent parts,
but also their comparative cxcellenve in
other partioulars, o that the various terris
tories should be‘ol nearly equal value,
though not of equal size,  And deseribe it. |
Write an aceount of its boundaries, climate,
suil, productions, secnery, commercinl ad
vantages, ete. Cume agein to me, That
I way inspeet the work, subwit it 0 the |
tribes, and wiake it the basis of lurther

We do not know how long

predatory incursions. ‘The farmer went

the wen were cngaged in thetr tusk ; the |

Ratbins say scven years; but Josephus,
with greater plausibility, saysseven monthe,

Verse &.= Dheide ot anto seven parts, As
there were seven tribes to vecupy it
Alide in their coasts.  The surveyors wero

o respect the border us aun - established

faet, nnd not to earry their work withia
the tervitory of Judan, However, when
the survey wus completed, his territory was
found to be so disproportionately large,
thatn part of it was yielded to Simeon
The tribe ol.Judal ncted kindly in thus

- yielding a part of its posscasions, Josh,

xix. 1, V. The house of Joseph, The
deroondants of Joseph, ‘That larger part
of these descetidunts wliich had orossed the
Jordan, the fribe ol Ephraim and ball the
tribe of Manawseh,  The other hall ol

“MKT.IWT”W“‘#IR"I\Q]‘ established east of

the Jordan, Num, ch. xxxii. Shell abide,
Not molested |\y the surveyors, w hose

Verse O, Ye shall thevefore describe,
ete, The men wra now appointed, and
Joushua procecds to instruct them in their
dutien, Cast lots, "Takes, See Joshun
vii, 14,  We are not told in _what
manner the lot was cast,  Porhaps two
urns were employed, one eontaining deserip-
tions of the several distriets to be alintted,
the other the names of the tribes ; and the
portion of each tribe would then. be deter.
wined by a simultaneous deawing from the
two urny,  The value of the territory to bo
allotted to cueh tribe was to be determined
hy the pupulation ol the tribe, Num, xxvi.
5100,

Verse 7.« Dut, This word introduces
the reason for restrieting the commissioners
to seven tribes,  There were in faot thivs
teon tribes, sifice the descendinta ol Juseph
cunstituted two, The Levites, The nane
Levi wmoans a joinivg, Gen, xxix 34, In
Num, i, 6=13 the Levites nre nssigned to
the scrvion of the sanctunry s substitutes
fur the first-born son ol every lHebiow
mother, whoso specinl service Jehovah
olatmed we w thavk.ullering tor the diostrue.
tion of the fiest-born in Egypt, by which
tho larnelites were delivered from bondage,
No part. That s, no one ol the tpibal
parts which the surveyorg were appointed
t describe.  They bnd oities in all the
tribal possessions.  The priesthood, '
descondunts of Anron belonged to the tribe
of Lovi, wod thus it posseescd the priet
hood,

Verde B « The men arose and went, 1o
the task wseigned them, Charged. Heo
firet guve & general statement of his plan
to the chief men of the nation which he
required them to appoint these men, e, 4,
wnd now he explaine w the men themselves
their duties, repeating the lonstructions al-
ready given, vo. 6, that they might be
deeply tmpressed un the wminds of the sur-
VOYOIs,

Verse 0. — According to the cines,
Auciently in Palestine, us now in the same
country and in most of Europe, all the in.
habitants live in cities and villages, none
living in isolated farm-houses.  ‘T'he custom
probiably arose from the need of protection
in an age when the people were liable to

out in the morning to toil, and returned at
night to bis eity or village. In barvest, i
there was no alarm, the proprietor and the
Inborers slept in the field, Ruth i, 7. Ja
a book. A written document, The leracl-
ites used rolls of skine lor this purpose
It is probable that the art of writing was
known among the people of God n the
carliest ages of the world, Gen, v. 1.
Joshua cast ¢ots, Ilo superintended all the
proccss, but aseisted by the chiel men of
the nativn, Num, xxxiv. 10-20, Aecording
to their divisions, ‘Toheir tribal divisions,
into seven parts. |

.

Pracrica, Onservarions,-Gud shall
give all his people rest in the heavenly
Canaan,

The impenitent cek to build a heaven
on carth, To thewm the gospel ecalls:
“ How long are ye ek to poseess the
better land:" I the call is disregarded,
ruin ensues,

When important “questions ‘are to™ he
decided we should, il possihle, take time,
Tue time spent Ly the rurveyors mentioned
e g lossan avas well kpent, va, 4-10,

This appeal to the lot was not an appeal
to chanee, but to Gud, who had preseribed
the method, T S

God's ministers xhould he so amply sap.

ported that their minds shal not be dws

teaoted  and  thewr servioes impaired Ly
worldly anxieties, vs. 7,

God's children may he led through the
hardships of the wilderness and the perils
of_warfare, but thcey shall inherit rich
possessions at the last, w8, 1-10,

— From levoes § Judges,

Suxpar, March TeA, 1873, —The Cities
of Reluge,~~Joshun xx. 1-9,

Wouths’ Departurent.

A DEED AND A WORD,

A little spring had lost its way
Amid the grass and fern §

A (mamg stranger scooped a well,
Vhere weary wen might tura ;
He walled it in, and hung with care

A ladle at the brink ;
He thought not ot the deed he did,
But jadged that wil might drink,
He paescd ngain, and 1o ! the well,
By summer never driod,
Has oooled ten thousand parching tongues,

Aund saved a hie beside, o

A nameless man, anid a erowd

==That thronged the daily mare,

Lot fall w word of hope and luve,
Unstudied from the hedrt ;

A whisper on the tumult thrown,
A transitory breath —

| 1% rained & brother trom the dust,

Ie saved a soul from death,
O germ! O lount! O word of Jove !

O thought at randumn east !
Yo wore but tittle at the first

But wighty au the last !

o eeme- —

THE HEAVY BURDEN.

“ Rather w heavy burden, isn't it my
boy ¥

Clarence Spenacr, to whom the words
had been nddressed, turncd from the ledger,
wnd Jooked towards the speaker,  Clarence
Wis & young man==not wore than five and
twenty —and ho was book-keeper o Alr.
Solomon Wardle, 1t was Sulomon Wardle,
a pleasant.faced, keen cyed wan of tifty,
who had spoken,

** A heavy burden, isn't ity Clarence I
the merchant repeated,

And still the young man was silent, Ilis
looks indioated that he did not comprehend,
He had been for some time bending over
the ledger with bis thoughts laraway ; und
thut his thoughts were not pleusant ones,
was evident enough from  the gloom on his
handsome lace,

** My dear boy, thg bhurden is not only
honvy now, but it will graw heavier snd
heavier the longer you curry it,"

Mr, Wardie, 1 do not comprohiend you,"

“ Ah, Clience !"

‘1 eertuinly do not.”

e’ | call e your house for you this
morning

Clarence nodded assent,

W Aund didu't Leee wnd hear enough to
revenl to me the burden that you took with
you when you lefe?  You wust vemember,
my boy, that | am elder than you are, and
thut | have been through the mill. You
fiod your burden heavy ; and | have ro
doubt that Surah's beart is as heavily laden
a4 your own,"

And then Olarence Spencer understood ;
and the morning's seene was present with
him, an it bad been present with him sinee
leaving home, On thut morning he had
had o diepute with his wile, It had oe-
curred at the breakfast table, There is no

‘necd of reproducing the scene, Suflice it

to #ny that it bad eomoe uf w mere nothing
and had grown to & eaure vl anger, The
first bad been & look und o tune ; theo o
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flash of fwpatience ; then a rising ol the
volee ; then unother look 3 the voice grew
higher ; reason was unhinged ; passion
gained sway ; and the twain lost sight of
the warny, enduring love that luy smitten
and aching deep down in their hearts, and
felt for the time only the passing tornado.
Aud Clarence remembered thut Mr, Wardle
had entered the house and canght a sign of
the storm, _

And Clarenoa Spenocer thought of one
thing more: he thought hLow miserably
unhappy he had been ull the worning ; and
he kuew not how long his burden of un-
happiness was to be burno.

* Honestly, Clarence, isn't it a heavy
and thaokless burden 2

The book-keeper know that his employer
was his [riend, and that he was a true
hearted Chrietinn man ; and altor o brief
puuse ho answered : ** Yes, Mr. Wardle, it
is o heavy burden,"*

“ My boy, 1 am going to venture upon p
bit ot tatherly counsel, | hope 1 shall not
ollend .

‘ Not at all,” said Clarence, lle winced

“a Tittle, we though the probing - gave Lim

uew pain,

“Ta the first place,” pursued the old
man, with a quiver ol cwotivn in his voice,
' you luve your wite

“ Love her?  Yes; paesionately”

“* Aud do you think ske loves you in re
turn "

“ 1 don't think anything about it=I
knerw ™

“ Yuu know she loves you ™

‘“ Yoo, '

*Then you must adwmit that the tronble |

of this worning came trom no ill-leeling ut
heart 2

“ Of course not.™

“ It was but a surface squall, tor which
you, at least, are very sorey ¥

A mowment's hesitation, and the v Yes,
yeu i Lam heartily sorry."

“ Now, mark wme, Clarence, und answer
honestly : Don't you think your wile is as
sUrry us you are " ' :

“ | cannot doubt it ™

‘““ And don't you think she is suffering
all this time "

“w You M

 Very well. - Lot that pass.  You know
she is bearing her part ot the burden

* Yea=1 know that"”

‘Aud now, wy bay, do yeu comprehend
where the m-uvut part ol this burden is
lodged '

Clarence looked upon his iaterlocutor
wonderingly, ,

“ Il the sturm bad all blown over, and

you knew that the sun would shine when
you next entered yourg howe, you woull

not feel so unhappy.”

Clarence assent.od,

* Bat," eontinued Mr. Wardle, ** you
fear that there will be gloom in your home
when you return !

The young wman bowed his head, as he
murmured un aflicmative,

' the merehunt added, with a
toueh ol parentul sternness in Lis wne,
‘Lyou are resolved to earry it there !

Clarence looked up in surprise, -

‘L=l carry it!

W Ayo—you have the burden in your
heart, and you wean to carry it howe,
Remember, my boy, | have been there, and
I know all about it. | have boen very
fuolish in my hfetime, and I have suflored,
[ sullered until 1 diccovered my fully, aud
then | resolved that 1 wouid sufler - no
move.  Upon looking the matter squarely
and honestly in the face,” | found that the
hurdens which had so galled we had been
sollcimposcd.  OF ocurse, such burdens
oan be thrown off,. Now you have re.
solved that you will go home to your dine
ner with a heavy hoart and a dark lace.
You have no hope thut your wile will meet
you with o smile. And why? Beonuse
you know thut she has no particular cause
for smilling, You koow that her heart is
burdencd with the williction which gives
you 80 wuch unrest, And so you are
fully assured thut you are toflad your home
shrouded in gloom.  And, furtherinore,
you dun't know when that gloom will de.
part, and when the Llcssed sunshine of love
Will burst in again,  Aud why don't you
know?  Uecauro it is not now in your
heurt to sweep the eloud away. - You sy
to yoursell, * Lean bear it an long as she
cun.' Am | ngt right?"

Clarence dad:a:xut answer in words,

“Lknow 1 am right,” pureued the mers
ohant, aud very likely your wifo is saying
to hersell the same thing. 8o your hope
of sunshine does not rest upon the willing.
nees to furgive, but upon the loability to
bear the burden, By-and-by Tt will bap-
pen, ue it has happened belore, that one of
the twain will surrender from exhaustion,

“ Becaure,’

|

and it will be likely to by the weaker party.
Then there will be a collapso and & recon.
ciliation. Generally, tho wilo fails firs
benenth the galling burden, because her
love is keencst and most soositive, The
hueband, in such a ense, aots the part of a
coward. When he might, with a breath,
blow the oloud away, he ¢ringes and cowers,
until his wite ia forced to let the sunlight
in through her brenking heart.”

Clarence listened an | was troubled. Ha
saw tho truth, and he felt ite weight, e

was not & fool, nor was be n lise.  During

the silenve thut followed be velleoted upon
the past, and he ealled to his mind scenes
just such ws  Mr. Wardle had depicted,
And this brought him to the remembrance
of how he had scen his wilo weep when
she had lailed and sunk beneath the heavy
burden, and how often she had-subbed upon
his bosow in griel for the error,

The merchunt read the young man'e
thoughts ; and alter a timn*ie rose and
touched him upon the arm,

“ Clarence, suppose you were to put on
your hat and go howe now, Suppuse you
should think, vn your way, nly ol the love
and ‘blessing that wmight be ; und with this
thought, you should enter your abode with
a swile upon your face; and yiu should
put your arws round your wile's neck, and
kiss ber, wid suftly say to her, *My
datling, 1 have cowie home t> throw down
thie burden 1 took away with me this
morning. It is greater than | ean boear.’
Suppoee you were to do this, would your
wile repulse you ?"

“ Repulse we "

“ Ah. my boy, you echo my words with
an amascment which shows that you une
devatand me.  Now, wsir, have you the
conruge to'try the experiment?  Dare you
be o wuch of w mun?  Or, do you fear w
let-your dear wite know how wuch you
love her? Do you fear she would respect
and estcew you less (e the deed? "Toll
wo=do you think the cloud ot unhapph
ness might thus be banishicd ¥ Oh, Clan
cuee, if you would but try !

- - - - -

Sarah Spencer had fuished ber work in
the kitehen and. in the bed.chumber, and
had sat down with her work in her Inp,
But the could not ply her needlo,  [er
heurt was hoavy and sud, aud tears were
in her eyes.

Prescutly she-heard the front door open,
and a step in the passage,
know that step!
entered,

You, her husband
And a smile upon his fase, She
saw it through  her gathering  tears, wod
her heavy heart Jenped up. e camo and
put hie nrigy wround her neok and kissed
Ler; und he waid to her, i broken wo-
oents, ** Darling, | buve come home w
throw down the burden | tovk wway with
we this worning.  Itis greawr thao | can
bear."

And she, trying to spenk, pillowed hor
hond upon his busow, wnd sobbed and wupt
like n ¢hild.  Ohy eould lie forgive hor!
lis coming with the bilessed olturing had
throwa the burden of reproasch baok upon
herseils  Shoe saw him noble and generous,
nnd she worshiped him,

But Clareuee would not allow her
tuke all the bldme, Mo wust share that,

“ We will share it so evenly,” said he,
‘that its weight shall be felt no more,
And now, my darling, we will be happy."

“ Always !

- - . - -

Mr, Wardle had no need, when Clarence
returned to the counting-house, to ask the
result. Lo ovuld reud it in the young
wan’s brimming eye, aud in his joy lo-
spired fuce,

Lt wan o year ufter this—and Clarence
Speuncer had beeowe p partoer in the house
== that-Mr, Wardle, by wceidont, referred
to the events ol that gloomy morning,

“ AL said Clarenco, with & swelling
bosom, ** that was the must hlessed lesson
L uver received, My wile knows who gave
it tu me,"

‘* And it serves you yet, my boy '

‘CAye s and it will serve us while we
live, We huve none of those old burdens
ol anger to beur now  T'hey eannot find
lodgment with us,  The flish and jar may
ouipe, e in the uther days—for we are bus
human, you know-but the heart, which
has firmly resolved oot to give an abiding-
plnco to the ill-feeling, will not be ealled
upon to entertuin it, Bometimos we are
foolish { but we laugh at our folly when
we see it, and throw it off ~we do nos
nurse it till it becomes o burden,'

Believe nothing ngainst another, but on
good authority ; nor report what may hurs
another, unloss it be a groater burk to an-
other to coneeal it, »

Be gentle, bo genuine, be generous.

Certainly she -

s e
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