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SWE PURITY OF THE SYRIAN | THE 1 or 

PY REV. PHILIP BERRY, 

Among the first things that strikes the 

traveller in tho Mediterranean is the 

beautiful transparency of the atmo
sphere, 

and which increases ae he trav
els from the 

Gates of Uercules to the castern limit of 

the sen, until his vessel lien at anchor 

benoath the lufty form of Lebanon § and 

here in winter time the view Is most 

s.riking, The whole crown ol' Lebanon is 

covered with snow, and which se
ems to be 

« 

“but a low miles distant and within easy 

srange of a-rifled ennnon, and while 
winter 

{s reigning on the mountain top, a
t its feet 

sumer 18 queen § the air is oppressively 

warm § tho sun stinging hot the garde
ns 

in full dress ol leaves and blossoms and 

(rait § the orange groves boautiful, to the 

oge, with golden [ruit amid the glosey 

green of the folings, and the whole per 

famed with odors from tho Pride of
 India, 

which rivals in delionto (ragrance tho.blos-
 

a ms of the orange and neacis, 

And ue the rye travels up the sides of 

Lebanon, wo-ean, tor a considerable dis 

tanoe, teavo the villa, os surrounded with 

olive and fiz trees in ull dress of living 

green, 1 kuuw not ol anothe ¥reene wh
ere 

winter nod summer live so near euch other,
 

like brother and sister, ws that just pie 

tured forth, und which is the Hirst sight 

thut grote you==your first welcome to the 

Lond of proplieey, 

Phe teaveder usually arrives at Bela 

during the winter to muke his tour ol the 

land, und no time nor place surpasses the 

harbor of Bens in thy winter season to 

‘understand the wituning ol Grandeur war. 

ried to Beauty, beneath w sky so solt and 

deep and spantual that ic is like gaming 

into infinite love wo look up into its serene 

dopth wud purity, That snow-olnd Leban: 

on beneath such a sky und bathed in such 

a sunlight with tesuty blooming wt itn’ 

foot, is the grandest. physical feature 1 

have ever beheld of Divine justice robed 

with the garments ol Divine love, . 

Climb that Lebanon nnd what a soeno is 

before you! North, cast, south and wost ! 

Low little the kingdoms of this world ap 

pear! But L think the fluest view from 

Lebanon is that whieh we get [rom the 

west, ‘The-lslo of Cyprus rises from the 

son, seventy-five wiles distant, hike wdittle 

puteh of earth that pire rerowblos cloud 

than veritable terra firma, 

Alter such a ldok into the distance, we 

peed not wondor at Moses' wagniticent 

vision from Porpuli’s top, which vambraoed 

nearly the entive land § und we can oom: 

Predividwhnt Abraham's look into the | 

sky revealed when God said to him: ** Louk 

now towukds heaven und tell the stars i 

thou be able to number them ; wud he 

sii, #0 shalt thy seed bo 

| have stoud upon tat hilltop baok ol 

Nugareth where, without doubt, wy Res 

deemner 80 vlien went Wo worship during 

the trast thirty yenrs of lis likey and from 

that central point §tound wysoll able to 

compass towily the entire land, North: 

“ward, hike two giunt sentinels, rtood Hers 

mon and Lebaoon ; eastward, the moun 

tains of Basho beyond tee Jordan, whose 

villages ard groves were easily desoried 

witli the naked eye; southward, tho eys 

pussing over the grout valley of Juosredd and 

the mountains of Samorin at last rested 

upon the distant summit of Kbal; the 

mountain of the curre i und then turning 

the eyo westward, we trace the lung form 

of Qarmel until it dios down int) the sea, 

aud ab this polnkour eye toposes upon the 

bosom ol the Mediterranoan, with here and 

there wo sail or the dwrk smoke of some 

stentuer upon ite surface to suggest that 

the sen hus sometimes other purposes than 

to wwnke thoughts of immensity, eternity, 

and infinity, Here, then, from this height 

behind Nomweth there lies within the 

oirglo ol ubservation, the soenery of more 
raw tind thio history and biography of the 

Bible, 

TE LX 

The following pioturerque skotoh is from 

the London Freeman: 

BAPTISM IN NOVA SCOTIA. 

The olimate of Nuva Seutla Is usually so 

ould that the very mention of the name of 

the country makes somo of our friends in 

Beglaod shiver. What will they think 

when they rond a dosoription of an outs 

door baptism in the middle of December? 

The Baptists in this Province ure so en: 

thusiastie, and they believe the Divine 

commission to be so imperative, that, ae 

soon as n convert makes profession of re: 

liglon and desives haptism, they repair to 
the waters, in winter an well as In summer, 

lo cold as well as lo heat, and it would 

% 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 

J 

goom that a ould water bath is quite 

natural to tho constitution, 1 have never 

heard of any harm being taken, though 

the foe in often broken to prepare the 

liquid grave, Early in the present year | 

wie onlled to the pastorate of the newly 

formed ohureh at River Hobert, Cumber- 

land County ; and on Wednesday last four 

believers followed their Lord in baptism, 

Mio occasion wns one of great interest 

The inclemeney of the weather, the beauty 

of the natural scenery, the enthusiasm of 

tho people, and the courage of the can: 

didates, who were women, combined to 

ronder the event one of thrilling interest, 

orpecinlly to an Englishman witnessing the 

soene for the five time. The road to the 

place of baptism lay, for a mile nnd & halt, 

through the woods, where, Irom the low 

brushwood to the tall trees, every twig and 

bow was cdvered with snow, A damp 

snowstorm had taken place the day before i 

this, being succeeded by a very [frosty 

night, produced a scone of beauty such as 

wo seldom have the opportunity to behold, 

Many of the tall slender trees, by the 

weight of saow, bent their houds grace 

fully to the ground. Several, from either 

side of the rend, were bent over in each 

other's cibiwee, forming arches of great 

beauty. My pen would fail to describe 

the numerous elegant forme, or the brils 

Linney which pervaded the whole scene, ae 

the bright sutshine was reflected from the 

countless millions of erystals which spark- 

led amd the unsullied purity of the snow 

Tho greatest of earth's princes vould not 

jas in procession through veence of’ great. 

or beauty, or rewlizo more pleasure and 

sitisfaotion than we felt in following what 

we believed to bo the path of Soripture 

duty. Wo stopped our horses alongside 

the waters of a beautiful strenmlet which 

hud overflown its banks, Lere wu baptise 

tery hed been made by cutting. through 

the foo. Alter the ordinanod, which was 

conducted in the same manner as in En. 

pland, the baptist aud the baptised retired 

to the adj ining dwelling honses, and the 

rest of the procession, amid the musio of 

the sleigh bells and with wuoh jiy, return 

ed through the triumphal archos to their 

homes, 11. Boot. 

River Hebert, Cumberland Co, }- 

“Nova Scotia, Dec 10, 1874 § © 

Temperance, 
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for the Christian Messenger, 

Ww Oh madness, to think juice of strongest 
wine 

Or strongest drink, man's chief support 
in henlth, 

When God, -with-these forbidden, made 
ohiulee to rear, 

[lis wighty champion j~=strong beyond 
CumMpaIo 

Whose drink was only of the erystal 
bravk:" MiLToN. 

Worthy Brother, = 

I would lik» to see the Temperanoe 
Department of your interesting paper 

kept up, and think if you dv wot got 
original communioations, you might 
oconsionally give some good tempes 
raneo tales, or extracts from tempo. 

rane publiontions, 
In the course of wy reading the 

other ds I met with the following 
paeagraph 1=** All soripture in given 

for our instruction 3 it is therefore 

right that christians should ascertain 
what the word of God teaches with 
refurence to any onuse they advooatoe, 

and endeavor to shape their course by 
the directions given therein,” 

I propose then, Brother Selden, to 

woo what the soriptures say on the sub. 
ning total abstinence from strong 
drink, . 

Wao ofton hear it said, that wine, or 
strong drink of some kind is required 
to make people better able to bear 
fatigue, nnd, to give strength to the 

wouk 3 if strong drink were necessary 
or uble to do this, surely God would 

have provided iv fur his people in oases 
were nourishment or strength was re 
quired, but ‘instead of this, we flud that 
wocaler ” (not wine) was provided for 
the children of Tsrnel during their forty 
years’ journeying, Water wan jiro. 
vided to nourish the Prophet oh ge 
and in every oase where strength was 
required, water wan what God saw fit 
to provide for his chosen ones, We 
find alvo, that any who were set apart 
for nny great or special work as the 
Priests, Sampson, John the Baptist, 
and others, were direoted to ubatain 
from all that could lutoxicate, and 
when persons adopted the prineiple of 
total abstinence, as Daniel 0 gr 

Rechabites and others did, a blessing 
followed In consequence thereof. 
The positive commands of God 

against the ube of wine wad strong drink 
‘are very numerous nnd very important, 

“ Do not drink wine, nor strong 

drink,” Lev, 2.9. * Wino is a mocker, 
strong drink is raging, whosoever is 
deceived thereby is not wise,” Pov. 

xx. 1. “Who Bath woe? who hth 

sorrow ? who hath contentions } who 
hath wounds without cause ? who hath 

reduess of ayes ? They that tarry long 

at the wine, they that go to seek wixed 
wine,” Prov. xxiii, 20-——and we are 

told that “no drunkard shall inherit 
the kingdom of heaven,” An inspired 

Apostle says ¢ *¢ As wo have opportu. 
nity let uy do good to all men” 1 
think that total abstinence societies 

give us a good opportunity of doing 

good to our fellow men 3 that they have 

done much good in numberlosy oases 
cannot be gainsayed, therefore by join. 

ing a Aewmperance organization we 

strengthen a good cause, and coanfer a. 
bouefit on society. 

If you think it will not make this com. 
munication two long please insert the 

following brief sketch of the twentieth 

anniversary of Rechab Division, No. 

119, Sony of Temperance located at 
South Rawdon, +40 like the time 

houored custom of oclebrating anui. 

versaries of birth days, and wedding 

days, Christmas and New Your fest 

vile, &o., o:pecially when conducied 
on striotly temperanos principles). Qo 

this auspicious occasion we invited four 

of the sister divisions in this loeulity 

to pay us a fraternal visit, and we 

spent a very pleasant evening in the 

division room, whish was decorated 

with flags aud the names of the vist 

ing divisions in rustie letters on the 

walls, The entertainment commer ed 

by the senior PP. W. Pu giving a right 

hearty welcome to the visiting wems 

bers, aud a short account of the rise 

and progress of the Division. This 
was Dllowed by some good dialogues, 
good recitations and singing, (some of 

the dinlogues, &o., were original pro 

duotions by members of the division.) 
About 9 o'clock, the senior I', W. I. 

proposed to have u recosss aud a ehange 

in the programme, which was readily 
assented to, and voffee, onkes, confeo- 

tionary, &o, &o, were handed round, 
and then the literary part of the en: 
tertaioment wasn proceeded with, and 
again addresses, dialogues and recita: 
tions interspersed with singing, fol: 
lowed in quiok succession, that's the 

| way 8. of T\ spend a pleasant evening 
together, without the aid of wine, 

Such meetings, we think, may be 

made the means of doing much good, 
by giving good adpice, and by the in- 

terchange of frieudly feeling, inspiring 

within us a determination to be wore 

gonlons in our good aud uoble cause, 

a onuve #0 well caloulated to promote 
the welfare aad happiness of mane 
kind. We recommend ull our country 
friends who wish to spond a pleasant 

evening onoe & weuk, to join our Order, 

attend our meetings, and go prepar d 

to do what they oan to make them ina 
teresting wnd profitable. Our very 
pleasant Anniversary meeting was 

brought to a close by singing most 

heartily ; 
Good night, good night, to every one 

Bo euvh hourt lece from oare, 
Lot ovory member seck their home 

And find contentment there, 

Yours in L. I and IY, 
A" Reouanire” 

roms 

~ Eovvesponbence. FH ASR Re TE —-— 

For the Chiistian Messenger, 

THE SAILOR WHO ALWAYS HAD 

HIS FATHER ON BOARD, 

During a visit (in the old country) to 

one of our small seaports, u weathor-heaton 

tar onme into the room whore | was stay. 

ing, and soon ho began to spin what sailors 

term a yarn, And now it you will have 

patieno) with me a fow minutes, it, in sub 

stance, shall be retold, : 

Ho hud just returned from Malta, having 

been sont thore by her Maj aiy's consul, his 

vossel hind been wresked on the coast of 

Alrion, where the ship had been ordered to 

lie fur 14 days quarantine, during this time 

a violent hurriowne came on, the vessel 

parted from her anohors, nnd soon all their 

endeavours to get oloar of the land were 

hopeless, us whe beat hither and thither, 

they lost ull command and were hurried on 

amid the eruel breakers, there to have a 

singlehanded combat for dear life § somo 

hopelessly, others to escape after much 

bruising and battering —n shuttered wreok, 

compared with the fine and stalwart form 

oant first into the conflict, by winds and 

wives, tossed too and fro, they knew not 

whither, amid the angry surging billows, 

v saved by the skin of the teeth," as some 

would sey, but * east up and brought safe 
to land,’ as our old friend the sallor maid, 

' by an overruling Providence,’ 

Said he, my hope for present safety was 

gone, and had it not been for another, | 

must have perished, but my Father helped 

me. 
On questioning him farther, his reply 

was * | always have my Father with we, 

and he comforis me much amid the storm, 

My men were all ungodly, tying to keep 

each other strong in unbelicl, Yet id my 

cabin | could and did call upon my Father, 

asking him to give lis winds and waves 

charge concerning me, thus giving strong 

confidence nmidst dangers, wen, that 

« pot n single shalt can hit till the God ot love 

sees fit.” And no sen overwhelm, till He 

who rides upon the storm permit, and then 

all is wisely dune, But | continued to 

probe still deeper : ** Sipposing your 

Father should allow you to sink. ** Ah! 

even then it would bo well, should only 

dive beneath life's troubled sea, my head 

would arise to behold a fairer and brighter 

shore * wh ero the wicked cease from troub- 

ling and the weary ure at rest.’ Slow 

sweet the old sailor's idea of God * our 

Father," who will never leave nor. forsake 

wll who are reconviled through and in 

Clivist Jesus.” 
J. Fo A. 

Cnty —— 

For the Chiistiun Messenger, 

REVIEW, 

BY REV, C. TEPPER, 

Seventith Report of the Bativh and 
Foragn Buble Society, 1874, 

This well written und valuable Report of 

an cxoellvnts lostitucion, eoontaing a great 

amount of useful nod cheering matter, It 

is truly delighttul to contemplate the worlds 

wide diffamion of the Oracles of inspiration 

through the sealous and continued tfrts 

of a Society established seventy years ago, 

Some have regarded the writer of this 

Review ws an enewy to the Society named 

above : but this isa great mistake. For a 

number of years he wad a cheerful contrib. 

ator to ita funds, an active officer in its 

service, as Scerotary and Depositary of one 

of its Branches, tle did, indeed, deeply 

regret the weasure by which, while the 

Baptists were liberally contributing to ite 

funds, all participation in those funds was 

withdrawn (rom the translations of the Serip- 

tures conselentiously and correctly wade 

of various heathen nations : and he deewed 

it his duty to transfer bis aid to the sue 

taining of these versions, thus left without 

support. Bat, as he contributes and lu 

bore cepecinlly for the sustaining ol Mis- 

sions established by his 0 wn denomination, 

and you rejoiovs ln the rucoess of all Miw 

sions established upon the general prinei- 

ples of our common Christianity, so it is in 

thin oano, Lo still deems it wportant that, 

ln giving translations of the New Testa 

‘went to the heathen, or to those just Qlorg- 

ing (row heathens, every gospel comwand 

or ordinance should be expressed with 

plainuess § but, as a version ul the Scrips 

tures defective in one particular is evidently 

better than none, it atfords him pleasure to 

witness the liberality of his Baptist breth. 

ven in wllading wid w this Spoiety. Un 

page 150 it in stated © + The stock of the 

indi New Testament boing nearly exhaust 

od, » new edition is being printed (rom the 

translation of Kev, J. Parsons, the Hap 

tet Translation Soeicty ‘having given their 

permission to wake the necessary alteras 

the word baptize. So also the Soviety is 

allowed to avail itsell of the benefit of the 

labors of ** the Rev, Dr. Wenger io a new 

edition of the Bengali Bible which is being 

prepared by him." p. 154, 

From » Report so uniformly valuable 

and interesting it is difioult to make selec 

tions, A: fow extracts, however, many be 

given, 

By a judicious management suitable men 

are selected, nud appointed to presido in 

diflorent regione, an Superintendents, with 

oolporteurs under their supervision, who 

travel extensively, and cirdulate the Sorips 

tures, 

In Fiance, Mr. G Monad states, (pp 3 

and 4,) that ** Oae of his oldest colpor- 

tours, having visited lives after an ab. 

senoe of some yoars, wot with no lewer 

than three women to whom he had sold the 

Soriptures in former times, and to whom 

God hud blessed their perusal with saving 

power, ‘Two of them had been Kowan 

Oatholies, but the written Word, unaccoms 

panied by human teaching, bad revealed 

tw them the error . and they are 

now the liviog members of a ebristinn 

‘ohureh, and rejoioing in the glorious liberty 

of the ehildren of God. 
oolporteurs under Mr, Mopod's dircetion ie 

by Baptist Missionaries into the languages 

tions i" that is, to conceal the meaning of 

~ 61 
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now 04, a number which might be easily 
increased . . . . but (rom the great care 

and tests the fitness of the men who seck 

employment.” Tois prudent eaution is 

highly commendable. It is very justly re- 
warked (pp. 159.) * The Society is a work- 
shep, not an almshouse, nor a hospital. 

Even a good man often makes a poor col- 

porteur ; a slow, dull, inefficient man should 
never be sent into the field.” While in 

numerous places the Report shews that 

+ great doors and effectual are opened ' for 

the uselul circulation of the sacred volume, 

it likewise shews that there are many ad- 

versaries, It ie stated (pp. 7.) ** lo some 
instances the education of the people [in 
France] bas been so neglected that very lew 
are able to read, whilst in others super. 

stitiun still prevails to such an extent, and 

priestly influence is still exercised with so 

much success, that when ahe inhabitants of 

any town or village bave been induced to 
purchasv the Scriptures, the priests have 

followed in the steps of the colporteurs, 

‘and bought every bovk they could obtain 

possession of, with a view to its destrue-. 
von . (Rationalism also has its 
advocates in France, as well as elsewhere ; 

and those who adopt these banelul opinions 

wre wwongst the most bitter opponents.’) 

Tv prevent to s)me extent such destruo- 

tion of the Scriptures a wise measure bas 

been introduced, Many persons bad rela. 

tives slain io the late war. The names of 

¢hese have, in numerous instances been 

ascertained, und a New Testamedt, with 

the name of one of them written in it bas 

been given to some sorruwing relative, as 

Memorial, A pastor who had- extensive 

knowledge of the subject rewarks, ** Nos 

a single family that has received this tes 

timony of sympathy from your society will 

cousent to part with it. The cherished 

pame written on the tite page of the 

volume has been its safeguard. , . One 

woman who had lost her son in the war, 

speakiog of her grandson, said, ** 1 am de 

termined that the child shall learn to read, 

were it only to read his father's book ; for 

| unfortunately nobody in our house can read. 
The pricst has vainly tried in private [as 
well as in public] to overcome the obstinacy 

of the rebels 3 but bas only succeeded in 

estranging frow hisell those who possces 

the forbidden volume.” pp. 16, 

Through the prudent and persevering 

means employed, much good has evidently 

been ¢ {fected in France, as well as in many 

other parts of the world, by the extensive 
ciroulation of the sacred Scriptures. Awong 

the blessing resulting from the labors of 
this noble society, with its Duwerous Aus 

ilintios way be noticed the publishing and 
“eireulation of the inspired Volume in raised 
type, for the benelit of the blind, wherehy 

numbers of thew huve been happily brought 

to possess and enjoy spiritual wight, See 
PR o8-d1. 

Though the Old Catholic movement has 

not hitherto made the advancewent thas 

is highly desirable, yet, as it favors the 

tree ciroulation ul the Soripturey, it canunod 

fail to be serviceable in that respect, See 

pp. 34-30. ; 
The limite of this Review do not admit 

of entering into minute details respecting 

the dissemination of the Oracles of inspi- 

ration in the various kingdoms of Conte 

nential Europe. 1t way be remarked in 

general ters, that the Report presents an 

ardent struggle between light and darkness, 

truth and error ; but, upon the who', the 

prospect appears to be brightening. May 

an abundant blessing from the Most Ligh 

attend these earnest efforts to aid in the 

evangelizing of the nations ! 

The number of 

In sowe cases, as in one lormerly noticed, 

tho gratuitous circulation of the Scriptures 

is usetul ; but in others it is liable to be 

abused. Instances have been known in 

which books #0 distributed have beon either 

sold for waste paper, or wantonly destroy- 

ed. Lt has therclore, been judged advisable, 

peculiar caves excepted, to sell them, A 

in wore likely to be valued, preserved, and 

rend, Rov, W. A, Hobbs, while laboring 

in -lndin, where the sacred writings had 

been piven away, records two interesting 

adventures, About twenty five Brahmins, 

were assembled at one time. Their be 

haviour was most polite and gentlemanly 

while the conversation lasted ; but not so 

gentlemanly when they ascertained that 

we would not give them books without re- 

poiving & nominal price for them. Nos 

one ol the twenty five gentlemen would 

purchase ; and some of them broadly bins 

ed, that | was exoceding my instructions 

in attempting to get money for a class of 

books which cverybody knew had always 

been given away without charge." 

lo a subsequent tour he ways, ** We 

with which be investigates the chicory,” 

book fur which something has been paid, 
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